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Sharing China’s Plans
After two earlier volumes that became bestsellers, the third volume of Xi Jinping: The
Governance of China came out in June in Chinese and English.
Published by the Beijing-based Foreign Languages Press, a subsidiary of China International
Publishing Group, the third volume is a collection of 92 articles, speeches, conversations, instructions and letters by President Xi Jinping between October 18, 2017 and January 13, 2020. In 19
sections it discusses topics ranging from national governance and China’s all-round opening up
to a global community of shared future.
Since taking office as general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee in 2012, Xi has put forward many new ideas based on his experience in state governance, which form Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era.
His thoughts play a significant role in promoting the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, as
well as world peace and progress.
The third volume is selling in brick-and-mortar bookstores across China as well as on online
platforms. It is also available in bookstores abroad including in the United States, the UK, France
and Japan.
XINHUA

The Chinese and English editions of the third volume of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China
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Entering a New Era
XINHUA

People take part in a parade in Tiananmen Square in Beijing to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China on October 1, 2019
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Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee, delivers a report to the 19th CPC National Congress at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on October 18, 2017

Milestone Congress

T

he 19th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China (CPC),
running from October 18-24, 2017,
enshrined Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era
into the Party Constitution.
The 19th CPC National Congress was a
meeting of great importance taking place
during the decisive stage in building a moderately prosperous society in all respects
and at a critical moment as socialism with
Chinese characteristics has entered a new
era.
At the closing session on October 24
presided over by Xi, 2,336 delegates and
specially invited delegates selected 204
members and 172 alternate members of the
19th CPC Central Committee.

“We believe that all the decisions and
plans the congress has made and all the
outcomes it has achieved will play a vital role
in guiding and ensuring success in our major
endeavors,” Xi said in a closing address at the
Great Hall of the People.
The new Central Committee held its
first plenary session the following day of the
conclusion of the Party congress. Xi was reelected general secretary of the CPC Central
Committee.
The closing session also passed a
resolution on an amendment to the Party
Constitution, which enshrined Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era as a new component of the Party’s guide for action.
The CPC, which was established in 1921

and took power 28 years later, has routinely
amended its Constitution at past national
congresses to keep up with the times.
“Through these many years of struggle
with tenacity, our Party has united and led
the Chinese people and the Chinese nation
in ending once and for all the miserable
plight of old China, which had been bullied by
foreign aggressors following the Opium War
of 1840, and in walking completely out of
poverty and weakness,” Xi said.
“In our Party, each and every one of us
must always breathe the same breath as the
people, share the same future, and stay truly
connected to them,” he said. “The aspirations of the people to live a better life must
always be the focus of our efforts.” CI
(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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Singers and dancers perform at a carnival celebrating the diversity of Asian civilizations during the Conference on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations in Beijing on May 15, 2019
XINHUA

What New
Era Means

W

Chinese lawmakers vote to adopt the long-expected Civil Code at the Third Session of the 13th National People’s
Congress in Beijing on May 28, 2020
XINHUA

ith decades of hard work, socialism
with Chinese characteristics has
crossed the threshold into a new
era. This is a new historic juncture in China’s
development.
This is what socialism with Chinese characteristics entering a new era means:
The Chinese nation, which since modern
times began had endured so much for so
long, has achieved a tremendous transformation: it has stood up, grown rich, and is
becoming strong; it has come to embrace
the brilliant prospects of rejuvenation. It
means that scientific socialism is full of vitality in 21st century China, and that the banner
of socialism with Chinese characteristics is
now flying high and proud for all to see. It
means that the path, the theory, the system,
and the culture of socialism with Chinese
characteristics have kept developing, blazing
a new trail for other developing countries to
achieve modernization. It offers a new option
for other countries and nations who want to
speed up their development while preserving their independence; and it offers Chinese
wisdom and a Chinese approach to solving
the problems facing mankind. CI
From the report delivered by General
Secretary Xi Jinping to the 19th CPC National
Congress

A visitor experiences a flight simulator at the Second China International Import Expo in Shanghai on November 9,
2019
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Overall CPC Leadership
XINHUA

The Fourth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee in session. The plenum was held in Beijing on October 28-31, 2019

“Upholding the CPC Central Committee’s
authority and its centralized, unified
leadership is the prerequisite for
bolstering overall Party leadership. Full
and strict implementation of the Central
Committee’s decisions within the Party
is crucial to the future of our Party and
the country, and to the fundamental
interests of all the people of China.”
From the speech at a meeting of criticism and self-criticism
among members of the Political Bureau of the 19th CPC Central
Committee on December 25-26, 2017

“Resolute efforts should be made to
prevent any weakening of CPC leadership
and any failure to strengthen the Party
in any locality or local authority, and
ensure that the whole Party maintains

a high degree of unity with the Central
Committee in thinking, action and
political orientation.”
From the speech at the CPC’s National Conference on
Organizational Work on July 3, 2018

“Our Party was established in line with
the Marxist principle of creating a
political party, with a complete setup
consisting of the central, local and
grassroots units. This gives us a great
strength that no other political party in
the world possesses.”
From the speech at the CPC’s National Conference on
Organizational Work on July 3, 2018

“Party members and officials are
encouraged to study in a systematic way,
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XINHUA

Xi Jinping and other members of the CPC Central Committee Political Bureau watch a new media products show at People’s Daily in Beijing on January 25, 2019 during their
12th group study session

to reflect on what they have learned, and
to connect knowledge with reality. It is
crucial for them to enhance the Four
Consciousnesses, reinforce the
Four-sphere Confidence, and ensure the
Two Upholds. We should also try to guide
them to strengthen their beliefs,
reinforce the marrow of their faith, and
maintain the correct way of thinking.”
From the speech at the Conference on the Aspiration and
Mission Education Campaign on May 31, 2019

“We must implement the Party’s principle
of the mass line, improve the system
through which the people are the masters
of the country, and improve the systems
and mechanisms for bringing benefits to
the people, serving them, addressing their
concerns, protecting their rights and
interests, and accepting their
supervision, so as to provide a stronger
guarantee for the people to manage both
state affairs and social, economic and
cultural affairs.”
From a statement made at the Third Plenary Session of the
19th CPC Central Committee on February 26, 2018
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State System and
National Governance
“Upholding and improving the socialist
system with Chinese characteristics
and modernizing the state governance
system and capacity is a major issue
that impacts on the full development
of the undertakings of our Party and
state, the long-term stability of the
country, and the happiness and wellbeing
of the people.”
From the speech at the second full assembly of the Fourth Plenary
Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee on October 31, 2019

“The essential attribute of our state and
governance systems is they always
represent the fundamental interests of
the people, safeguard the people’s
status as masters of the country,
reflect the people’s common will,
and protect the people’s legitimate
rights and interests.”
From the speech at the second full assembly of the Fourth Plenary
Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee on October 31, 2019

“In summary, guided by Marxism,
the Chinese socialist system and state
governance system have developed from
the real conditions and culture of China,
and they enjoy the full support of the
people. They represent the most
fundamental achievement of the Party

and the people through lengthy struggle
and strenuous effort.”
From the speech at the second full assembly of the Fourth Plenary
Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee on October 31, 2019

“The fundamental, basic and important
systems of Chinese socialism are the
institutional frameworks for various
undertakings of the Party and the state.
We must strictly follow these systems
when drawing up development plans,
promoting the rule of law, formulating
policies and measures, and making
concrete plans for our tasks.”
From the speech at the second full assembly of the Fourth Plenary
Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee on October 31, 2019

“We are always open to useful governance
experience from other countries, digesting
its essence and employing it for our own
use on the basis of our own systems.”
From the speech at the second full assembly of the Fourth Plenary
Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee on October 31, 2019

“We must uphold and consolidate our
tried and tested systems, and improve
and develop them, so as to transform
their strengths into efficient state
governance.”
From the speech at the second full assembly of the Fourth Plenary
Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee on October 31, 2019
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Socialist Democracy
“Leadership by the CPC is the most
fundamental guarantee for socialist rule
of law. In absolutely no way does the rule
of law amount to weakening the
leadership of the CPC. Instead, it is
meant to strengthen and improve its
leadership, constantly enhance its
capacity and performance in law-based
governance, and bolster its position as
the governing party.”
From the speech at the first meeting of the Commission for
Law-based Governance under the CPC Central Committee
on August 24, 2018

“We must develop the rule of law for the
people and rely on them, and it must
benefit and protect them. We must
uphold social equity and justice, which
is the goal of the rule of law, and make
sure that the people can see that equity
and justice are served in every law, every
law enforcement action, and every
judicial case.”
From the speech at the first meeting of the Commission for Lawbased Governance under the CPC Central Committee
on August 24, 2018

“We need to bear in mind our own
national context and realities and take
a path of rule of law best suited to our
own specific conditions.”
From the speech at the first meeting of the Commission for Lawbased Governance under the CPC Central Committee
on August 24, 2018

“For 70 years the Chinese People’s Political

Consultative Conference (CPPCC) has been
dedicated to the two major themes of unity
and democracy. It has served as a support
to the central tasks of the Party and the
state, and played a significant role in
founding the PRC and in each historical
period of socialist revolution,
development and reform.”
From the speech at the Central Conference on the CPPCC’s Work
marking the 70th anniversary of the organization
on September 20, 2019

“In its consultations, the CPPCC
promotes extensive unity, advances
multiparty cooperation, and practices
people’s democracy, which is in line with
our historical traditions and reflects the
features of our time. This fully embodies
the characteristics and strengths of our
socialist democracy in settling
differences, solving problems and reaching
consensus through consultation.”
From the speech at the Central Conference on the CPPCC’s Work
marking the 70th anniversary of the organization
on September 20, 2019

“In this new era, we must adhere to the
CPPCC system, champion the cause of
the CPPCC, carry out the work related
to the united front with a strong sense
of responsibility, and unite more people
around the Party.”
From the speech at the Central Conference on the CPPCC’s Work
marking the 70th anniversary of the organization
on September 20, 2019

14

SPECIAL ISSUE ON XI JINPING: THE GOVERNANCE OF CHINA III

2020

Self-Reform of the CPC
accomplish our deeds with
indomitable will.”

“To stay true to our original aspiration
and founding mission and to continuously
work hard is the only way to keep the CPC
forever vigorous.”

From speeches during visits to the site of the First CPC National
Congress in Shanghai and the Red Boat on the Nanhu Lake in Jiaxing,
Zhejiang Province, on October 31, 2017

From speeches during visits to the site of the First CPC National
Congress in Shanghai and the Red Boat on the Nanhu Lake in Jiaxing,
Zhejiang Province, on October 31, 2017

“Over the past 96 years, our Party has
united the Chinese people and led them
to remarkable achievements. This is a
source of our pride. As our cause
progresses, no Chinese Communist should
ever forget our original aspiration. This is
the only way to honor history and our
predecessors, to win popular support
and uphold the call of the era, and to

“As a Marxist party, the CPC has always
taken it as its original aspiration and
founding mission, and made it the focus
of its efforts, to work towards a happy
life for the Chinese people and the
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.”
From the speech at the 15th group study session of the Political
Bureau of the 19th CPC Central Committee on June 24, 2019

XINHUA

“To improve our Party’s conduct and
discipline, we need to continue to address
the problems of favoring form over
substance, bureaucratism, hedonism and
extravagance, and also resolutely correct
nonfeasance and any misconduct that
undermines the people’s interests.”
From the speech at the 15th group study session of the Political
Bureau of the 19th CPC Central Committee on June 24, 2019

“We should be problem-oriented and
settle problems in earnest. Concealing a
malady for fear of taking medicine might
result in incurable diseases. In fact, the
outstanding problems within our Party
have manifested in many ways, requiring
us to make a sweep search and do all we
can to address them.”
People’s Armed Police Force officers shoot a video on the CPC’s history at the site
where the Party’s first national congress was held in 1921 in Shanghai on June 28,
2020

From the speech at the 15th group study session of the Political
Bureau of the 19th CPC Central Committee on June 24, 2019

2020
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The People as Masters of
the Country
XINHUA

President Xi Jinping greets
members of staff from the teams
responsible for building and running Beijing Daxing International
Airport on September 25, 2019. Xi
announced the official opening of
the airport at its launch ceremony,
and inspected the terminals

“We must always place the people’s
interests above everything else,
accelerate reforming our systems
and mechanisms in sectors for
public wellbeing, and do everything in
our means to guarantee and improve
people’s standard of living.”
From the speech at a gathering celebrating the 30th anniversary of
the founding of Hainan Province and Hainan Special Economic Zone
on April 13, 2018

“We must put employment at the top of
our agenda, and create more jobs
for the people.”
From talks during a visit to grassroots officials and communities in
Beijing before the Spring Festival on February 1, 2019

“I will fully commit to the people and
never fail them. I am ready to put aside
my own interests and devote my all to
China’s development.”
From the talk with Roberto Fico, president of the Italian Chamber of
Deputies, on March 22, 2019
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President Xi Jinping visits the cave dwelling he lived in as an “educated youth” during a trip to Liangjiahe Village, Shaanxi Province in northwest China, on February 13, 2015

Man of the People

X

i Jinping has expressed his deep feelings for the people on many occasions,
saying for example, “How important
the people are in the minds of an official will
determine how important officials are in the
minds of the people.” His love of the people
stems from his unique upbringing.
A son of Xi Zhongxun, a Communist revolutionary and former vice premier, Xi Jinping
did not live in comfort as a boy.
Beginning in 1962, when his father was
wronged and fell into disgrace, Xi experienced tough times. During the “cultural
revolution” (1966-1976), he suffered public
humiliation and hunger, experienced homelessness and was even held in custody once.
At the age of 16, he volunteered to live
in a small village in northwest China’s Shaanxi
Province as an “educated youth.”
That area, part of the Loess Plateau, was
where the Communist revolutionaries, including his father, rose to found New China.
Life there was tough for an urban youth.
In the beginning, fleas troubled him so badly
he could not even fall asleep. In the Shaanxi

countryside, he had to do all sorts of harsh labor, such as carrying manure, hauling a coal
cart, farming and building water tanks.
As time passed, tough work became
easy. Xi became a hardworking capable
young man in the villagers’ eyes. By gaining
their trust, he was elected village Party chief.
He led the farmers to reinforce the river
bank in a bid to prevent erosion, organized
a small cooperative of blacksmiths in the
village, and built a methane tank, the first in
landlocked Shaanxi.
He was once awarded a motorized tricycle after being named a “model educated
youth.” However, he exchanged the tricycle
for a walking tractor, a flour milling machine
and farm tools to benefit the villagers.
Although he was not in school, Xi never
stopped reading. He brought a case of
books to the village and was always “reading
books as thick as bricks,” recalled villagers of
Liangjiahe.
He formed close ties with the villagers
during his seven years in the province. After
he was recommended for enrollment at

Tsinghua University in 1975, all the villagers queued to bid him farewell and a dozen
young men walked more than 30 kilometers
to take him to the county seat for his trip
back to Beijing.
Xi has never forgotten the folks in the
Shaanxi village. Even after he left, he helped
the village get access to power, build a
bridge and renovate a primary school. When
he was Party chief of Fuzhou City, he returned to the village, going door by door to
visit people. He gave senior villagers pocket
money, and schoolchildren new schoolbags, school supplies and alarm clocks.
When a farmer friend got sick, Xi, then a
senior provincial official of Fujian, at his own
expense, brought him to Fujian for better
medical treatment.
Years of toiling alongside villagers allowed him to get to know the countryside
and farmers well. Xi has said that the two
groups of people who have given him the
greatest help in his life are the older revolutionary generation and the folks in the
Shaanxi village where he lived.
He arrived in the village as a slightly lost
teenager and left as a 22-year-old man determined to do something for the people. CI
(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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President Xi Jinping chats with villagers in Qingshui Township of the city of Tengchong, Yunnan Province in southwest China, on January 19, 2020

Poverty Alleviation
“At its 18th National Congress in 2012,
the CPC vowed to achieve moderate
prosperity in all respects throughout
the country. Accordingly, the CPC Central
Committee has included
development-driven poverty alleviation
in the Five-sphere Integrated Plan and
the Four-pronged Comprehensive
Strategy, and made it one of the key
tasks for realizing the First Centenary Goal.”

“We have produced a raft of major
strategies for the fight against poverty
on all fronts. This is a fight of
unprecedented intensity, scale and
influence. But we have made decisive
progress, significantly improving the
working and living conditions of poor
areas and poor people, and in so doing we
have written a new chapter in the history
of the fight against poverty.”

From the speech at the Seminar on Targeted Poverty Elimination
on February 12, 2018

From the speech at the Seminar on Targeted Poverty Elimination
on February 12, 2018
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XINHUA

President Xi Jinping visits a tea plantation in Pingli County, Shaanxi Province in northwest China, on April 21, 2020

“We uphold the strategy of targeted
poverty alleviation to improve
effectiveness. Targeted efforts are
essential to fight against poverty.”
From the speech at the Seminar on Targeted Poverty Elimination
on February 12, 2018

“We identify the targets of poverty
alleviation, determine who will carry out
the work and how they should do it,
and make clear how to apply an exit

mechanism for those who have emerged
from poverty. We do not spray
preferential policies indiscriminately or
‘kill fleas with a hand-grenade’. Instead,
we adopt targeted measures for
different villages, households and
individuals according to their specific
conditions, so that we can address the
root causes of poverty.”
From the speech at the Seminar on Targeted Poverty Elimination
on February 12, 2018

2020
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“It is a basic requirement and core
indicator in our poverty eradication
effort that by 2020 we will succeed in
delivering the Two Assurances and Three
Guarantees* for impoverished rural
residents. This is key to the success of the
final stage of our fight against poverty.”
From the speech at a seminar on pressing problems related to the Two
Assurances and Three Guarantees on April 16, 2019

“I have emphasized repeatedly that we
should maintain the current poverty
eradication standard, neither raising nor
lowering it.”
From the speech at a seminar on pressing problems related to the Two
Assurances and Three Guarantees on April 16, 2019
*This refers to assurances of adequate food and clothing, and guarantees of access to compulsory education, basic medical services and
safe housing for impoverished rural residents.

Improvements in People’s Living Standards
China had the world’s largest
middle-income group of over

By the end of 2019, there were

5.51 mln

400 mln people,

poor people in China’s rural areas,
a decrease of

whose annual household
income was between

93.48 mln

since the end of 2012

28.2%

The
poverty
head count
ratio fell from 10.2% to 0.6%
in 2012
in 2019

100,000 and 500,000
yuan
yuan
($14,142)

35.3

39

47.3

sq.m.

sq.m.

51.6%
In 2019, the life expectancy
of Chinese reached

In 2018, the per-capita floor area of residents:
Rural

($70,714).

Gross enrollment rate in
Rural residents’ access to:
tertiary education in 2019 Electricity
Clean drinking water

The number of cars per 100 households on
the Chinese mainland in 2019 reached

Urban

In 2019, the
Engel coefficient
of Chinese
residents
dropped to

77.3 years

This is higher
than in some
developed
countries.

100%
2016

95.8%
2015

Compared with the world’s average level:

87.4%

71%

(Source: Compiled by Beijing Review; designed by Pamela Tobey)
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WANG XIANG

Baoge Square in Junying Village of Xiamen, southeast China’s Fujian Province, on September 9, 2019

Pockets of Poverty Among
Mountains Transform Into
Thriving Entrepreneurs’ Hub
By Zhang Shasha

T

he twin villages of Junying and Baijiaoci,
perched among high mountains in
Fujian Province in southeast China,
have several distinctions. In Junying, which
has a population of about 1,000, nearly all
the families have the same surname—Gao,
while in Baijiaoci, with about 1,200 people, all
the families are called Yang.
Also, till the 1980s, both villages, virtually
cut off from the rest of the world due to poor
transport infrastructure, were so steeped in
poverty. But today, it’s a different story for
both.

A visit for change
In 1986, despite their reputation as

producers of excellent tea, the two villages,
shrouded in cloud and mist, remained mostly
unknown to the outside world as the only
road that led to them was a dirt track, narrow
and steep, winding up through mountains on
one side and cliffs on the other. They were
the last place in the province to be covered
by bus routes and the lack of transport was
one of the factors behind the grinding poverty.
Though Xiamen, the bustling port city
where the two villages were located, was
one of the first four special economic zones
(SEZs) established in China as test beds of reform and opening up, the pockets of poverty
still in existence were a matter of concern for
the authorities. On April 7, 1986, Xi Jinping,

who was then vice mayor of Xiamen, visited
the two villages for the first time.
“The road was only 1.6 meters wide then,
too narrow for cars,” Gao Quanguo, then
head of the Junying Villagers Committee, recalled. “I met him at the bridge and then we
walked in together.”
Xi went to Gao’s house after walking
around and asked questions about the village. “I made tea for him and the cup was
stained by tea leaves due to years of use. But
he drank it without hesitation,” Gao said. “It
was such a heartening gesture that we villagers felt we could share our thoughts and
feelings with him.”
Gao told the visitor that the village’s
prime source of income was a tea farm

2020
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about 20 hectares in area and growing hybrid rice and sweet potatoes.
Xi suggested they plant more tea and
fruit trees, which would bring more money,
as well as develop the service sector. He
also recommended a type of persimmon, a
prime cash crop at that time. The village later
received a funding of 38,000 yuan ($5,329)
from the local government so that they
could upgrade their agriculture.
“We planted persimmons with part of the
money,” Gao said. “Later, we learned it was a
premium variety in China.”
In Baijiaoci, Xi visited Yang Wenwang during lunch. Yang’s six-member family lived in a
10-square-meter house, which was more like
a basic shelter.
Yang Mingfu, Secretary of the Baijiaoci
Branch of the Communist Party of China
(CPC), who was at the scene of the visit, said
Xi looked into the pot and found just a little
rice in it. “It’s hard to imagine that people in
the SEZ, even though they live in remote
hills, can be as poor as this,” Xi said.
“Xi told us that while supporting the
poor, it is crucial to keep up their spirit,” Yang
Mingfu recalled.

New focuses
Xi told Yang Qingjie, then head of the
Baijiaoci Villagers Committee, “Apart from

planting tea and fruits, do not forget to
green the mountains.”
Nearly 11 years later, on July 14, 1997,
Xi visited the two villages again. He was
then deputy secretary of the CPC Fujian
Provincial Committee. In these years,
Junying had extended its tea farm area to
almost seven times the original size and
the narrow road had been rebuilt. Hearing
that the persimmons were flourishing, Xi
insisted on having a look at them.
“I rode a motorcycle to show them
the way. After reaching the parking lot, we
walked on the unsurfaced road to the tree
farm,” Gao Quanyang, then head of the
Junying Villagers Committee, said. Xi was
satisfied with the tea and the trees but not
with the sight of the barren mountains.
“He told us to plant more trees on the
mountains while developing industries
in the village,” Gao Quanyang said. “We
hadn’t paid much attention to afforestation at first. Xi’s farsighted suggestion laid
the foundation for the growth of tourism and the way to prosperity. He also
encouraged young villagers to find jobs
in urban Xiamen and start their own businesses.”
In Baijiaoci, Xi visited a school. “He told
us to increase investment in education
to equip the young generations with the
knowledge they need and improve villag-

WANG XIANG

Gao Quanyang makes tea for guests in his home in Junying on September 9, 2019. He grows his own tea leaves

ers’ scientific literacy,” Yang Mingfu said.
With more than 100 years of history,
tea planting has been the mainstay industry in the two mountainous villages,
accounting for more than 70 percent of
the local economy at peak years.
“After Xi’s visit in 1986, the villagers
competed with one another to expand
their tea farms, afraid they would lag behind,” Gao Shuzu, chief of Xiamen Hengli
Tea, a leading tea company based in
Junying, said.
But as the tea production increased,
the limited market became an issue. Since
his teenage days, Gao Shuzu had been
marketing the raw tea grown by his family,
relatives and other villagers in neighboring Guangdong Province. However, since
the tea was not kept in an air-conditioned
warehouse as it should have been, it was
liable to catch rot and did not fetch a good
price. Eventually, the villagers began to
think of setting up a factory in the village
to process the tea.
“Xi’s visit in 1997 was a boon,” Gao
Shuzu said. “He thought a factory was a
necessity and we received 700,000 yuan
($97,934) from the government’s poverty
alleviation fund in two installments.”
“It was an astronomical figure at that
time. We could not raise even 100,000
yuan ($13,991) on our own though we
made every effort,” he said. “It changed
my life and, the whole village.”
In May 2000, the factory went into operation. The next year, Gao Shuzu received
his first order from Japan, the stepping
stone that would make his tea business
grow larger and stronger. He worked with
the village’s tea cooperatives to collect
harvests from villagers and made exclusive
sales.
“Hengli is a family firm,” he said. “We
lost nearly 20,000 yuan ($2,805) on the
first order because we were not familiar
with Japanese standards. So the tea was
sent back and we made up the consignment once again.”
The company that had placed the first
order has been buying from Hengli for
nearly 20 years. Gao Shuzu’s brother has
learned Japanese to deal with the Japanese
buyers.
“They ordered 100 tons annually
at first. In recent years, the orders have
increased to 500-600 tons per year on average,” Gao Shuzu said.
While Japan accounts for 70 percent
of its exports, Hengli also sells its tea to
Canada, the U.S., Thailand and Indonesia. CI
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An aerial view of Shihu Port in the city of Quanzhou, Fujian Province in southeast China, on July 15, 2020

New Development Concepts
“High-quality development can meet the
people’s ever-growing desire for a
better life. It reflects the new
development philosophy: In high-quality
development innovation is the primary
driving force; coordination is an
endogenous feature; go-green is a
prevailing mode; openness is the only path;
and sharing is the fundamental goal.”
From the speech at the Central Conference on Economic Work
on December 18, 2017

“The Chinese people will continue to
open up further and expand cooperation.
We will stay committed to the strategy
of opening up for win-win results. We will
pay equal attention to ‘bringing in’ and
‘going global’, and break new ground in
opening China further through links
running eastward and westward, across
land and over sea. We will adopt policies
to effectively liberate and facilitate
trade and investment, and explore the
opening of free trade ports adapted to
Chinese conditions.”
From the keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the Boao
Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2018 on April 10, 2018
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“No matter how much progress China
has made, it will not threaten anyone,
attempt to overturn the existing
international system, or seek spheres of
influence. China will stay as determined
as ever to build world peace, contribute
to global prosperity, and uphold the
international order. ”

“History tells us that openness and
cooperation are major driving forces
behind dynamic international economy
and trade. The current situation calls
for openness and cooperation to foster
steady global recovery. Looking ahead,
openness and cooperation will remain
essential for continued human progress.”

From the keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the Boao
Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2018 on April 10, 2018

From the keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the First China
International Import Expo on November 5, 2018

XINHUA

A hi-tech industrial zone in Yulin, Shaanxi Province in northwest China, on May 26, 2020. The area was covered by sand dunes 20 years ago
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A businesswoman shows a business
environment supervision card in Zhuji,
Zhejiang Province in east China, on
May 12, 2020. Business owners can
scan the QR code or make phone calls
to report malpractices

XINHUA

An artificial intelligence chip developed by a Shenzhen-based tech
company on display on August 12,
2020

Scan the QR code to watch
a video on President Xi
Jinping quoting an ancient
verse to encourage Chinese
scientists to persevere in
innovation

“A great vision, simple and pure,
requires credible actions. Given the
profound shifts in the international
economic landscape, the vision for a
better world for all creates a call for
countries to act with greater courage
and actively champion openness and
cooperation in order to secure shared
development.”

“To achieve prosperity and rejuvenation,
China must dedicate itself to advancing
science and technology, and become a
major world center for science and
innovation. We are closer to the goal of
rejuvenating the Chinese nation than at
any time in history, so the need to build
China into a world leader in science and
technology is more urgent than ever.”

From the keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the First China
International Import Expo on November 5, 2018

From the speech at the joint session of the 19th Meeting of the
Members of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the 14th Meeting
of the Members of the Chinese Academy of Engineering on May 28,
2018
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Negative Lists for Foreign
Investment Market Access
Foreign Investment Enjoys Higher-Level Opening Up in Sectors
AGRICULTURE

FINANCE

New wheat variety selection and
breeding and seed production

INFRASTRUCTURE
Construction and operation of urban
water supply pipeline networks

Securities firms
Securities investment fund
management companies
Futures companies
Life insurance corporations

MANUFACTURING
Commercial vehicle manufacturing
Radioactive minerals smelting and
processing
Nuclear fuel manufacturing

MEDICINE (FTZs)
Traditional Chinese medicine
decoction pieces

EDUCATION (FTZs)

TRANSPORT

Vocational education institutions

Air traffic control
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Visitors watch a film outdoors on August 24, 2020 during the 10th
Beijing International Film Festival

“A nation must have a soul that captures
our fine traditions. As cerebral
undertakings, literature, art, philosophy
and social sciences are creations of the
soul; they are indispensable and must
never go astray.”
From the speech at a joint panel discussion of CPPCC National
Committee members from the literary, art and social science circles
during the Second Session of the 13th CPPCC National Committee
on March 4, 2019

46 40
33

2017 2018 2019 2020

(Sources: National Development and Reform Commission and
Ministry of Commerce; designed by Pamela Tobey)

“Advancing eco-environmental progress
has become part of China’s overall plan for
national development, and building a
beautiful country continues to inspire
the Chinese people. As China steps up its
conservation efforts, a country with more
blue skies, lush mountains and lucid waters
will emerge.”
From the speech at the opening ceremony of the International
Horticultural Exhibition 2019 in Beijing on April 28, 2019
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Safeguarding National Security

A People’s Liberation Army Air Force pilot on patrol in a fighter jet

“It is inevitable that we will encounter
challenges in pushing ahead with
supply-side structural reform. Despite
some new and worrisome developments
amid steady economic growth, it is
essential for us to maintain confidence
in our strategies and advance the economy in the right direction, while remaining
alert and ready to identify and address
potential major economic risks with
appropriate measures.”
From the speech at the opening ceremony of a study session on
worst-case scenario thinking to prevent and resolve major risks,
which was attended by principal officials at the provincial and ministerial level, on January 21, 2019

“Security in the field of science and
technology constitutes a critical component
of national security. We need to enhance our
systems and capacity in this area.”
From the speech at the opening ceremony of a study session on
worst-case scenario thinking to prevent and resolve major risks,
which was attended by principal officials at the provincial and ministerial level, on January 21, 2019

“It is imperative to reinforce the
protection of our country’s overseas
interests and ensure the safety of major
projects, personnel and institutions
overseas. We should improve the
guarantee system for the Belt and Road

2020

27

SPECIAL ISSUE ON XI JINPING: THE GOVERNANCE OF CHINA III

Initiative to safeguard our sovereignty,
security and development interests, and
create a sound external environment for
China’s reform, development and stability.”
From the speech at the opening ceremony of a study session on
worst-case scenario thinking to prevent and resolve major risks,
which was attended by principal officials at the provincial and ministerial level, on January 21, 2019

“The military must implement our
Party’s organizational principle, uphold
the Party’s absolute leadership, ensure
the Party’s full and rigorous self-governance, and focus on improving combat
readiness and winning wars. The military
must provide a firm political guarantee
for achieving our Party’s goal of building
strong armed forces and fulfilling their

missions in new era.”
From the speech at a meeting of the Central Military Commission on
strengthening the Party on August 17, 2018

“Human resources are a source of
strategic wealth for strengthening and
developing the armed forces. We need to
build a new system for training military
personnel, which consists of military
school education, field training, and
professional military education,
with a focus on training commanders for
joint operations, new types of combat
personnel, high-caliber personnel for
technological innovation, and high-level
strategic management.”
From the speech at a meeting of the Central Military Commission on
strengthening the Party on August 17, 2018
XINHUA

The Shandong, China’s first domestically developed aircraft carrier
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“China piloted many of its opening-up
policies in Hong Kong and Macao first,
gained experience and then introduced
them into other parts of the country step
by step. This approach allowed the country
to advance opening up while effectively
controlling risks. It also gave Hong Kong
and Macao a head start.”
From the speech at the meeting with delegations of Hong Kong and
Macao in celebration of the 40th anniversary of reform and opening
up on November 12, 2018

“For Hong Kong and Macao, the policy of
‘one country, two systems’ gives you the
biggest strength; China’s reform and
opening up set the broadest stage for your
development; and national strategies such
as the Belt and Road Initiative and the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area, present you new and important
opportunities.”
From the speech at the meeting with delegations of Hong Kong and
Macao in celebration of the 40th anniversary of reform and opening
up on November 12, 2018

“I hope Hong Kong and Macao will
promote international people-to-people
exchanges more proactively. With
cultural diversity, the two SARs may serve
as key links in cultural exchanges between
China and the rest of the world.”
From the speech at the meeting with delegations of Hong Kong and
Macao in celebration of the 40th anniversary of reform and opening
up on November 12, 2018

2020

“We will create more opportunities for
the young people in the two SARs and
help them overcome difficulties in
education, employment, and in starting
their own business, thereby fostering a
favorable social environment for them
to realize their dreams.”
From the speech at the meeting with delegations of Hong Kong and
Macao in celebration of the 40th anniversary of reform and opening
up on November 12, 2018

“As the evolution of cross-Straits
relations attests, no force or people can
ever change the historical fact and
principle that Taiwan is part of China and
that the two sides belong to one and the
same China.”
From the speech at the meeting marking the 40th anniversary of the
release of the Message to Compatriots in Taiwan on January 2, 2019

“Since 1949, the Communist Party of
China, the Chinese government and the
Chinese people have endeavored to
pursue the historic mission of resolving
the Taiwan question and realizing China’s
full reunification.”
From the speech at the meeting marking the 40th anniversary of the
release of the Message to Compatriots in Taiwan on January 2, 2019

“Working with our fellow Chinese in
Taiwan, we have de-escalated tense
confrontation across the Taiwan Straits,
improved cross-Straits relations, set
out on a path of peaceful development,
and continually made breakthroughs in
cross-Straits relations.”
From the speech at the meeting marking the 40th anniversary of the
release of the Message to Compatriots in Taiwan on January 2, 2019
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Political party leaders pose for a group photo at the CPC in Dialogue with World Political Parties High-level Meeting in Beijing on December 1, 2017

A Global Community
of Shared Future

A

s the term suggests, a global community of shared future means that
the future of each and every nation
and country is interlocked. We are in the
same boat, and we should stick together,
share weal and woe, endeavor to build this
planet of ours into a single harmonious
family, and turn people’s longing for a better life into reality.
Today, the world is changing, as are our
development models. Political parties must
move with the tide of the times, have a
good understanding of the general trends of
human progress, meet the common expec-

tations of the people, and closely link their
personal development with the development
of their country, their nation and humanity. We should aim high and look far, have
the courage to take up responsibilities, and
shoulder the mission of the times, bearing in
mind the interests of both our own countries
and the world at large, and both the overall
interests and long-term interests.
We should have a good knowledge of
our people’s conditions and translate their
needs into our Party’s guiding thoughts,
purposes, and goals, and design concrete
and practical implementation plans.

The building of a global community of
shared future requires the participation of
all peoples. To advance this great cause we
should build consensus among people of
different nations, with different beliefs and
cultures, and from different regions.
To realize a great dream, it is imperative to draw on the wisdom and strength
of all involved. We should try to pool ideas
from multiple dimensions, different levels
and different perspectives, draw on best
practices, explore new ways of thinking,
get inspiration, and build momentum.
Political parties from different countries
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Xi Jinping, General Secretary of
the CPC Central Committee,
delivers a speech at the opening
ceremony of the CPC in Dialogue with World Political Parties
High-level Meeting in Beijing on
December 1, 2017
XINHUA

Delegates attending the CPC in Dialogue with World Political Parties High-level Meeting visit an exhibition in Beijing
on December 1, 2017
XINHUA

should enhance mutual trust, dialogue, and
coordination. Building on a new model of
international relations, we should explore
a new model of party-to-party relations in
which political parties seek to expand common ground while reserving differences,
and respect and learn from each other. We
should build a multiform, multilevel international network for party-to-party exchanges
and cooperation. All these will work together and form a mighty force for building
a global community of shared future.
A trail can be blazed only by taking
steps; and a cause can be accomplished
only by taking actions. Building a global
community of shared future is a historic
process. It cannot be completed overnight,
nor will it be plain sailing. Persistent and arduous efforts are called for. To build such a
community, we must make unremitting efforts. We should not give up on our dream
because of the complexity of the reality,
nor should we stop pursuing our ideals as
they seem so far away to reach. CI
From the keynote speech at the CPC in
Dialogue with World Political Parties Highlevel Meeting on December 1, 2017

A panel discussion during the CPC in Dialogue with World Political Parties High-level Meeting in Beijing on
December 2, 2017
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“In conducting foreign affairs, we should
be guided by the thought on foreign affairs
of socialism with Chinese characteristics
in the new era. We must take a holistic
approach to the situation both at home
andabroad,focusonthegoalofrejuvenating
theChinesenationandpromotingtheprogress
ofhumanity,andendeavortobuildaglobalcommunityofsharedfuture.”
From the speech at the Central Conference on Foreign Affairs
on June 22, 2018

“We must firmly uphold China’s sovereignty, national security, and development
interests, actively participate in reform of
the global governance system and steer its
course. We should enhance our network of
global partnerships, and endeavor to break
new ground in pursuing major-country
diplomacy with distinctive Chinese
features. We hope that with these efforts,
we will be able to create a favorable
external environment and contribute to
the building of a moderately prosperous
society in all respects, and, ultimately,
a great modern socialist country.”
From the speech at the Central Conference on Foreign Affairs
on June 22, 2018

“As a French proverb goes, every man is
the architect of his own fate. All countries
need to demonstrate a strong commitment
to their global responsibilities in the face
of daunting global challenges. Indeed, they
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need to determine a decisive direction for
humanity at this juncture. We must take
action instead of simply watching as
bystanders, and endeavor to shape the
future of humanity.”
From the speech at the closing ceremony of the Seminar on Global
Governance co-hosted by China and France in Paris
on March 26, 2019

“We should take a new approach towards
security and pursue common,
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable
security. We must reject the Cold War
mentality, the zero-sum game mindset, and
the law of the jungle, and promote peace and
security through cooperation. We should
resolve disputes through peaceful means,
oppose the arbitrary use or threat of force,
oppose any provocation and escalation of
tensions for self-interest, and reject the
practice of shifting trouble onto neighbors
and seeking gain at the expense of others. All
countries should pursue peaceful
development in a common endeavor to
achieve enduring global peace.”
From the speech at the closing ceremony of the Seminar on Global
Governance co-hosted by China and France in Paris
on March 26, 2019

“From the Eurasian continent to Africa,
the Americas and Oceania, Belt and Road
cooperation has opened up new space for
global economic growth, produced new
platforms for international trade and
investment, and offered new ways for
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A Look at AIIB
AIIB is the second largest multilateral
funding agency after the World Bank.

189
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World
Bank

103
members

AIIB

Approved Projects Since the AIIB Launch
(Number by type of project) 63
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improving global economic governance.
Indeed, this initiative has helped improve
people’s lives in countries involved and
created more opportunities for common
prosperity.”
From the keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the Second
Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation on April 26, 2019

“An ancient Chinese philosopher observed
that ‘plants with strong roots grow well,
and efforts with the right focus ensure
success’. Belt and Road cooperation
embraces the historic trend of economic
globalization, responds to the call for
improving the global governance system,
and addresses people’s desire for a better
life. As our next step, we should focus on

priorities and project execution, move
forward with meticulous implementation,
and join together to promote high-quality
Belt and Road cooperation.”
From the keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the Second
Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation on April 26, 2019

“As a Chinese saying goes, ‘The ceaseless
inflow of rivers makes the ocean deep.’
However, were such inflow to be cut, the
ocean, however big, would eventually dry
up. We need to facilitate free trade and
investment, say no to protectionism, and
make economic globalization more open,
inclusive, balanced and beneficial to all.”
From the keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the Second
Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation on April 26, 2019
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Road to Peace
and Development
By Zhang Lihua
A section of the China-Laos Railway in north Laos on July 29, 2020. The project, which started in December 2016, is scheduled to be completed in December 2021
XINHUA

T

he Belt and Road Initiative is helping
participating countries achieve joint
development and common prosperity
through promoting policy coordination, infrastructure connectivity, unimpeded trade,
financial integration and people-to-people
bonds.
The initiative has benefited participating
countries, with many projects successfully
launched. In addition to a railway linking
Laos with China, Chinese enterprises have
undertaken coal and electric power integration projects, hydropower stations and the
Saysettha Comprehensive Development
Zone in the Southeast Asian country. Other
signature Belt and Road projects include
the China-Thailand Railway, the industrial
parks jointly built by China and Malaysia,
and the China-Belarus Industrial Park. The
Piraeus Port in Greece, once on the verge of
bankruptcy, has become a hub of maritime
transportation between Asia, Europe and
Africa. Chinese enterprises have also built the
Zemun-Borca Bridge in Serbia and a railway
in Montenegro.
The China-Europe freight rail service, a
significant part of the Belt and Road Initiative,
has given a strong boost to trade between
the two sides. In the first half of the year,
freight trips between China and European
countries reached 5,122, up 36 percent over
the same period last year.
On March 21, a China-Europe cargo
train departed from Yiwu, the world’s largest
trading center for daily consumer goods in
Zhejiang Province, east China, carrying supplies for tackling COVID-19. It was the first

Members of a Chinese expert team sent to Italy to help the country fight the novel coronavirus pose for a photo
with local doctors in Padua, Italy, on March 18, 2020

such train to deliver China-made personal
protective equipment and other critical
supplies to Europe. By the end of June, the
China-Europe cargo trains had delivered 3.67
million anti-pandemic items.
The Belt and Road Initiative has
become an important platform for participating countries to fight COVID-19. China
and other participants have been helping
each other in the combat: cooperating
in response and control through timely
sharing of information, diagnosis and
treatment experience and best practices,

strengthening and upgrading public health
systems, promoting dialogue among
health experts, and providing assistance to
countries in need.
Facts have proved that the Belt and
Road Initiative has not only bolstered trade
between China and other participating
countries but also benefited people in these
countries by creating employment and
boosting other aspects of social and economic development. CI
(The author is a professor at the Institute
of International Relations, Tsinghua University)
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Wang Huning, a member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and a member of the Secretariat of the CPC Central Committee,
speaks at a symposium on the publication of the third volume of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China in Beijing on July 29, 2020

Senior CPC Official Stresses
Reading New Book to Study
Xi Thought

A

senior official of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) stressed efforts
to further study, publicize and implement Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era on
July 29.
Wang Huning, a member of the
Standing Committee of the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central Committee and a member of the Secretariat of the CPC Central
Committee, made the remarks at a symposium on the publication of the third volume
of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China.
The book’s third volume is the latest
“textbook” for using Xi Jinping Thought on

Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for
a New Era to arm the whole Party, educate
the people and advance the work, the latest “textbook” for the CPC to unite and lead
people to live a better life, and the latest
“textbook” for working to build a community with a shared future for humanity,
Wang said.
Wang stressed the roles of Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era as the theoretical banner for building a strong Marxist
governing party and ensuring the longterm governance of the Party and longterm stability of the country, and as the

guideline for upholding and developing
socialism with Chinese characteristics at a
new historical starting point and achieving
national rejuvenation.
Noting that the book’s third volume
must be studied throughout the whole
Party with the first and second volumes
as a whole, Wang urged better theoretical publicity, education, research and
interpretation at home and innovative
communication abroad to help the world
better understand Xi Jinping Thought on
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a
New Era. CI
(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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Zheng Changzhong, an associate professor with the
School of International Relations and Public Affairs,
Fudan University, Shanghai
The third
volume not only
interprets and
elaborates the
guiding spirit of the
19th CPC National
Congress, but
also enriches and
deepens the connotations of those
guiding principles
through practical innovation.
Moreover, it collects the new decisions, ideas
and policies put forward by Xi during the
process of building socialism with Chinese
characteristics.
The book represents not only important instructions for building socialism with
Chinese characteristics in the new era, but
also a blueprint for tomorrow’s Chinese civilization.
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Wang Huiyao, President of
the Center for China and
Globalization

Cai Fang, Vice President of
the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences

Opening up
and cooperation,
inclusiveness and
tolerance are in
the interests of all.
To cope with the
global crisis and
give momentum
to globalization, it is
especially important
for major powers to coordinate and lead in
building international consensus, enhancing
mutual trust, maintaining regional peace and
stability, and promoting multilateral cooperation.
In today’s world, development issues are
still at the root of the political and social problems that many countries face. To achieve
sound and sustainable development and benefit mutually, countries need to open up and
cooperate. Some countries are engaged in
geopolitics at the cost of future development,
politicizing economic issues and creating
confrontations that are fragmenting the world
into small groups. This confrontation is setting
globalization back, delaying the resolution
of urgent problems facing all, and hindering
long-term development.

China has unique
advantages in kickstarting domestic
demands, especially
consumer demands.
With a large market,
China’s economic
fundamentals are
strong. The huge
market potential will
also help the country
to cushion the adverse impacts brought on by the COVID-19
pandemic.
The tertiary industry and household consumption, the main contributing factors to
China’s economic growth, are also the areas
most seriously affected. During and after
the pandemic, reopening the service sector
and spurring household consumption can
be the focus of efforts to restore economic
activities, stabilize employment, and ensure
people’s livelihood.

COURTESY PHOTO

Zhou Huilin (center right), head of the Publicity Department of the CPC Shanghai Municipal Committee, and Lu Cairong (center left), Vice President of China International
Publishing Group, unveil the exhibition booth at the 2020 Shanghai Book Fair displaying the third volume of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China on August 12, 2020
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A China-Europe freight train carrying medical equipment arrives in Belgrade, Serbia, on May 26, 2020

Jean-Pierre Raffarin, former
French Prime Minister
I read the book
with keen interest as
it expounds China’s
development philosophy and reveals the
political aspirations,
concept of governance and great
plans of Xi Jinping. It
offers an opportunity
for the international
community to learn
more about China.

Josef Gregory Mahoney, a
professor of politics at East
China Normal University in
Shanghai
In 2017, at the 19th CPC National
Congress, Xi set achieving a xiaokang society as a centenary goal, to be achieved by
the time the Party celebrates its centenary
in 2021. This is to be followed by another
centenary goal, to be achieved after two
15-year periods, that is, to achieve basic
national modernization by 2035, and then

onward to realize the
Chinese dream of
turning China into a
great modern socialist country that is
prosperous, strong,
democratic, culturally
advanced, harmonious, and beautiful by
2049, the centenary
anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Republic of China.
According to the Book of Rites, one
of the five Confucian classics, the growing social chaos during China’s Spring and
Autumn Period (770-476 B.C.) that put the
goal of establishing a datong society—a
great unity of peace and harmony—out of
immediate reach made the philosopher fret.
Nevertheless, he argued that positive steps
forward could be taken by building a xiaokang society.
Indeed, his concept for ritual—li—is the
primary concern of the Book of Rites, as well
as numerous other works attributed to him.
If li as ritual is understood in its contemporary
xiaokang context, then it can encompass not
only economic development goals understood in terms of GDP and per-capita GDP, it
can also include the tremendous efforts to

eliminate corruption, eradicate extreme poverty, and advance the rule of law. It likewise
overlaps with major advances seen in China
in recent years to advance green technology
and reduce pollution.
While the novel coronavirus epidemic
threatened to spoil 2020 as the xiaokang
year, China has taken effective measures to
contain the outbreak and returned to positive growth while other nations, including
the United States, continue to experience
major crises and decline. China has not
relented its poverty alleviation endeavors
while fighting the epidemic. It is on track
to complete building a meaningful and durable xiaokang.

George N. Tzogopoulos,
Director of
the EU-China
Program at
the Centre
International
de Formation
Européenne
The impact of
COVID-19 on the
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Family members chat in their new home in Damxung County, Tibet Autonomous Region in southwest China, on August 2, 2020. They recently moved out of a place with
harsh natural conditions
XINHUA

world economy is yet to be assessed. One of
the critical questions is how the big economic
shock caused by COVID-19 will be overcome
in the future. It is here that the Belt and Road
Initiative deserves special attention.
Until the COVID-19 outbreak, the initiative, consisting of the Silk Road Economic
Belt and the 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road,
had emerged as the most successful integration platform for years on the world stage,
guaranteeing common prosperity and winwin results.
At the Second Belt and Road Forum
for International Cooperation in April
2019, Chinese President Xi Jinping placed
emphasis on issues such as debt sustainability and protection of the environment.
China has sought to solve problems to
safeguard the smooth continuation of the
initiative.
The discussion about the Belt and Road
Initiative should not revolve only around
infrastructure projects. The initiative aims at
fostering international cooperation in several
sectors. Tourism and people-to-people exchanges have suffered a serious blow due to

Vegetable greenhouses in Daihua Town, Changshun County in Guizhou Province, southwest China, on August 2,
2020

the pandemic. Nevertheless, there are other
sectors which have the potential of contributing to interconnectivity.
The first is the digital side of the initiative which has been elevated to new heights
in the lockdown period. The second is the

Health Silk Road. An idea proposed by Xi in
2016, it has seen China provide medical assistance to numerous countries, principally
in Africa. China also plans to make its homedeveloped COVID-19 vaccine a global public
good. CI
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The first volume of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China published in 2014

Xi Jinping: The Governance
of China I&II

T

more readers overseas.
Reading Xi’s book is not only a way of understanding what
China’s leadership thinks, but also understanding the Chinese
political system, Chinese society and how China relates to the
rest of the world. The book addresses a wide range of topics
such as socialism with Chinese characteristics, reform and
opening up, rule of law, national defense, diplomacy and the
fight against corruption. Xi Jinping: The Governance of China is
a must-read for those who want to have a broader and deeper
understanding of China. Many believe that ignoring what the
president of China says is to be unaware of an essential part
of national political life, the Chinese way of thinking, and the
Chinese reality. CI

he first two volumes of Xi Jinping: The Governance of
China, published by the Beijing-based Foreign Languages
Press (FLP) in 2014 and 2017 respectively, have been
distributed in more than 160 countries and regions. They
contain Xi’s speeches, interviews, and messages since he was
elected general secretary of the Communist Party of China
Central Committee in 2012.
Both volumes are available in multiple languages. Over the
past six years, China International Publishing Group, with which
the FLP is affiliated, has worked with publishers in 39 countries
to launch foreign-language editions for local readers. It has not
only showcased the volumes at major international book fairs
but also held events such as seminars to introduce them to

XINHUA

XINHUA

Xi Jinping with villagers of Shibadong, Hunan Province in central China, on
November 3, 2013

Xi with foreign leaders attending the Fourth Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia in Shanghai on May 20, 2014
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XINHUA

The second volume of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China published in 2017

XINHUA

XINHUA

Xi Jinping with pharmacologist Tu Youyou (left) and physicist Zhao Zhongxian
(right) at the 2016 annual awards ceremony for the most eminent scientists
and research achievements on January 9, 2017

World leaders arrive at the conference hall of the 11th G20 Summit in
Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province in east China, on September 4, 2016. Xi
addressed the opening of the summit
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More Books About Xi Jinping
Up and Out of Poverty
A collection of Xi Jinping’s works
from 1988 to 1990 when he
was secretary of the CPC Ningde
Prefectural Committee in Fujian
Province, southeast China, available
in both Chinese and English editions

Xi Jinping’s Seven
Years as an
Educated Youth
A collection of interviews with
people who lived and worked
with Xi during his stay in
Liangjiahe Village, Yanchuan
County, Shaanxi Province in
northwest China, from 1969
to 1975

Xi Jinping in
Zhengding
A collection of interviews
with people who knew
Xi during his tenure in
Zhengding County, Hebei
Province in north China,
from 1982 to 1985

Xi Jinping in Xiamen

Xi Jinping in Ningde

Xi Jinping in Fuzhou

A collection of interviews with
people who knew Xi during his tenure in Xiamen City, Fujian Province,
from 1985 to 1988

A collection of interviews with people
who knew Xi during his tenure in
Ningde Prefecture, Fujian Province,
from 1988 to 1990

A collection of interviews with
people who knew Xi during his tenure in Fuzhou City, capital of Fujian
Province, from 1990 to 1996

The Press Office, International Department
of the CPC Central Committee
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99 Years of Glory: Highlights of
the Communist Party of China (CPC)
The Founding of the CPC in 1921: The emergence of the CPC was an epoch-making event,
which profoundly changed the course of Chinese history in modern times, the fate and future
of the Chinese people and nation, and the direction and pattern of world development.

1921
The Democratic Revolution in 1921-1949: The CPC rallied the Chinese people and led them in a 28-year
struggle, during which they defeated the Japanese imperialist aggressors, overthrew the reactionary rule of
the Kuomintang, completed the new democratic revolution and established the People’s Republic of China.
This significant contribution put an end to the semi-colonial, semi-feudal society of old China, the state of total
disunity that existed in Chinese society at the time and the unequal treaties that were imposed on the country
by foreign powers and to all privileges that imperialist countries enjoyed in China. This brought about a leap
forward that enabled China to transform itself from a millennia-old feudal autocracy to a people’s democracy.

1921
-1949

A team of
workers of
the BeijingHankou Railway against
Japanese
invasion
during 1937
to 1945.

The site of
the Gutian
Meeting
convened
in 1929.

The site of the first CPC National Congress held
in 1921 in Shanghai.

The Red Boat where CPC founders convened
a historic meeting in 1921 in Jiaxing, Zhejiang
Province.

1949
-1978
The Socialist Revolution and
Construction in 1949-1978:
This contribution saw through the
broadest and most profound social
transformation in the history of
the Chinese nation, laid down the
fundamental political preconditions
and institutional foundations for
all development and progress in
contemporary China, and laid down
a solid foundation for China’s development, prosperity, and strength
and the Chinese people’s affluence,
thus bringing about a leap forward whereby the Chinese nation
reversed its decline and set out
towards prosperity and strength.

China exploded its first
atomic bomb in 1964.
The founding ceremony of the People’s
Republic of China on October 1, 1949.

China’s first domestic car brand Jiefang produced the first
batch of trucks during the First Five-Year Plan (1953-57).

2020

1978
-2012
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The reform and opening up since 1978: This contribution was significant because it blazed a new path of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, formed the theoretical framework and established the system of Chinese socialism, allowing China
to catch up with the times, and bringing about a leap forward whereby the Chinese people have gone from regaining
dignity to becoming prosperous and strong.

The Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee in 1978.

Xiaogang Village in Anhui Province, the cradle of China’s rural reform.

New
Era

(Since 2012)

A view of Shenzhen in 1985.

China joined the World Trade
Organization in 2001.

Hong Kong returned to China on July 1, 1997 under the “one
country, two systems” policy.

The opening ceremony of the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

The 2010 World Expo was held in Shanghai .

(Compiled by: Beijing Review; designed by Pamela Tobey)
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The New Era
(Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China)
The CPC has advanced the “Five-Pronged Overall Plan” for developing Chinese socialism:
Promote the “Four Comprehensives” strategy; engage in an all-out push to build a moderately
prosperous society in all respects, and work constantly towards attaining the “Two Centenary Goals.”

2012
2016
Xi Jinping was elected as General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee
after the 18th CPC National Congress in November 2012.

Xi put forward the conception of the Chinese Dream for the
first time when visiting the National Museum of China on
November 29, 2012.

2017

The CPC in Dialogue With World Political
Parties High-Level Meeting was held in 2017.

The 19th CPC National Congress was held in Beijing in 2017.

The establishment of Xiongan New Area was
settled in 2016 .

2018

2019

The third plenary session of the 19th
Communist Party of China Central
Committee deliberated and adopted the
decision on deepening reform of Party
and state institutions on February 28,
2018.

Xi addressed a key meeting for launching the
campaign themed “staying true to our founding
mission” in May 2019.

People take part in a mass pageantry during the celebrations marking the 70th anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Republic of China on October 1, 2019.

(Compiled by: Beijing Review; designed by Pamela Tobey)
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Two Major Goals
Poverty Alleviation
»

Lankao County, Henan Province

Lankao County is located in the east of Henan Province in central China, with an area of 1,116 square km and a total population of 830,000.
It was identified to be a key county for poverty alleviation and development at the national level in 2002. It was designated a key county in the
contiguous poverty-stricken areas in the Dabie Mountain in 2011. In 2014, there were 115 poor villages in Lankao, with about 77,000 people living below the poverty line, and the incidence of poverty was 10 percent. In February 2017, Lankao was officially taken off the list of poor counties,
becoming one of the first poor counties in China to be delisted.

»

Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province

Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture in the southwest of Sichuan Province is home to the largest Yi ethnic community in China. Affected by
historical and geographical factors, it is a typical region with abject poverty. By the end of 2019, 805,000 people had been alleviated from poverty,
1,772 villages had been removed from the list of poor villages, and the incidence of poverty had fallen to 4 percent. In 2020, Liangshan will ensure
that the remaining 178,000 people will get above the poverty line, 300 villages will be removed from the list, and seven counties will be delisted,
thereby putting an end to abject poverty that has plagued the region for hundreds of years.
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»

Tibet Autonomous Region

Tibet Autonomous Region was founded on September 1, 1965. Owing to its natural conditions and history, Tibet had the highest incidence
of poverty in China. It was also the region where poverty was the most entrenched and poverty relief programs were most costly and challenging. Through the strenuous efforts of people of all ethnic groups in the region, all counties and districts in Tibet were removed from the list in
December 2019.

»

Jinggangshan City, Jiangxi Province

The Jinggangshan region is a cradle of Chinese revolution. Given its mountainous terrain, inconvenient transportation and weak infrastructure,
Jinggangshan was so poor that painstaking efforts were required for it to escape poverty. On February 26, 2017, Jinggangshan declared that it had
got rid of poverty, becoming the first region in China to be removed from the list of poor counties and cities since the country introduced an exit
mechanism to its poverty alleviation program.
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»

Yan’an, Shaanxi Province
Yan’an, a holy place for Chinese revolution, is on the heavily dissected, ecologically fragile Loess Plateau. It was mired in extreme poverty in
the past. Under the leadership of the CPC Central Committee, Yan’an launched a targeted poverty alleviation campaign. On May 7, 2019, with its
last two poor counties--Yanchuan and Yichuan--being delisted, Yan’an said goodbye to absolute poverty.

»

Zunyi, Guizhou Province
Zunyi is located in the contiguous poverty-stricken areas in the remote Wuling and Wumeng mountains with poor infrastructure. In 2014,
eight of the 14 counties, cities, and districts in Zunyi were poverty-stricken, with 922,200 people living in poverty. On March 3, 2020, the Guizhou
Provincial Government announced that Zheng’an County had shaken off poverty, marking that poverty had become a thing of the past for the 8.12
million people in Zunyi.

»

Shibadong Village, Hunan Province
Shibadong Village is located in Huayuan County, Xiangxi Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture, Hunan Province, with 225 households and
939 people. Most of the villagers had lived below the poverty line for years before Shibadong bid farewell to poverty in February 2017. The village is the place where President Xi Jinping first put forward the important idea of “targeted poverty alleviation.” Boungnang Vorachith, General
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party and President of Laos, visited Shibadong on June 2, 2018.
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Xi’s Footprints on Poverty Alleviation
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Xi Jinping on Poverty Alleviation
The fight against poverty requires perseverance since
only two years are left to meet the goal of eradicating extreme poverty by 2020. The task will be extremely arduous.
There should be no retreat until a complete victory is won.
A firm hand in rectifying malpractices in poverty relief is
needed. The practices of formalities for formalities’ sake and
bureaucratism hamper the effective advancement of poverty
reduction.
Excerpts from Xi’s speech at a panel discussion with deputies from
Gansu Province at the second session of the 13th National People’s
Congress on March 7, 2019

The eastern region and central organizations should
increase their support for severely impoverished areas and
take more initiative concerning one-to-one assistance.
Poverty relief officials must go deep into the villages and

work hard together with the locals. They must not make
token efforts or be slack at work.
Excerpts from Xi’s speech at a seminar on eliminating poverty in
severely impoverished areas on June 23, 2017

China has lifted more people out of poverty than any
other country, and it was the first to realize the United Nation
Millennium Development Goals.
Our poverty relief goals for the 13th Five-year Plan period
(2016-20) are as follows: By 2020, the rural poor will be guaranteed food, clothing, compulsory education, basic medical
care, and safe housing; in poverty-stricken areas, the growth
rate in rural per capita disposable income will surpass the
national average growth rate, and major indicators of basic
public services will approach the national average.
Taking targeted measures to help the impoverished
XINHUA

Chinese President Xi Jinping, also General Secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and Chairman of the Central Military Commission, learns about efforts to advance poverty alleviation in Hongde Village of Wuzhong City, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in northwest China on June 8
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means lifting them out of poverty. We should set a timetable, a step-by-step schedule to complete this poverty
relief program, being neither over-conservative nor overimpetuous.
To eliminate poverty, the impoverished should rely on
their own hard work. There is no mountain top we cannot
reach; there is no voyage without a final destination.

2020

concern of the Party and the government to the people in the
impoverished areas.
With regard to completing the building of a moderately
prosperous society in all respects, the hardest and most
arduous tasks lie in the rural areas and the poverty-stricken
regions in particular. We cannot say we have realized a moderately prosperous society if the rural areas, especially the
backward parts of the countryside, are left behind.
We should work together with one heart to put the Party’s
policies into full practice, and make every effort to ensure a
better life for our fellow-countrymen in the rural areas.

Excerpts from Xi’s speech at the Central Conference on Poverty
Alleviation and Development

Poverty alleviation of the impoverished rural population is
our biggest area of weakness. Bringing about a moderately
prosperous society in all aspects does not mean that each
and every individual is ensured the same level of prosperity,
but if the living standards of the currently impoverished rural
population of over 70 million do not improve noticeably, our
realization of a moderately prosperous society in all aspects
will lack credibility.

Excerpts from Xi’s speech during an inspection of povertyalleviation and development work in Fuping County, Hebei Province
on December 29 and 30, 2012

The poverty alleviation work is quite arduous, and its
completion scheduled for this year has been affected by
the novel coronavirus epidemic situation, making the tasks
harder to be completed and more demanding. The CPC needs
to remain true to its original aspiration, keep its mission
firmly in mind, boost confidence and make tenacious efforts
to win the battle against poverty across the board, which is a
great cause of remarkable significance not only to the Chinese nation but all humans.

Excerpts from Xi’s speech at the second full assembly
of the Fifth Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central Committee
on October 29, 2015

We should pay close attention to people in straitened circumstances, and extend care to them with respect and love.
We should do our best to solve their problems and keep their
needs and sufferings in mind, and bring the solicitude and

Excerpts from Xi’s speech at a symposium on securing a decisive
victory in poverty alleviation in Beijing on March 6, 2020

XINHUA

XINHUA

Xi Jinping (R, front), General Secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee and Chairman of the CPC Central Military Commission, asks local village secretary Gu Shujun (L) about crops production while visiting the family of Gu
Chenghu, an impoverished villager in the Gujiatai Village of Longquanguan Township,
Fuping County, Hebei Province in north China on December 30, 2012

Xi visits the family of Tang Rongbin, an impoverished villager in the Luotuowan Village of Longquanguan Township, Fuping County, Hebei Province in north China on
December 30, 2012
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China’s Poverty Alleviation Achievements
Items owned per 100 rural
households in poverty-stricken areas

Rural poor population
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(Sources: The State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and Development,
National Bureau of Statistics; designed by Pamela Tobey)

Read more about CPC, please visit the following websites via scanning the QR codes.

Qiushi Journal

Beijing Review

China.org.cn

Global Times

People’s Daily Online
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Strengthening Areas of Weakness
in Building a Moderately Prosperous
Society in All Respects
Excerpts of the speech at the fourth meeting of the Central Committee
for Financial and Economic Affairs
Xi Jinping
April 22, 2019
First, decisive progress has been made in building a
moderately prosperous society in all respects.
Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party
of China (CPC), the CPC has made efforts on meeting people’s
aspirations to live a better life and overcome difficulties to forge
ahead, making historic achievements in building a moderately
prosperous society in all respects. China has achieved the goal
of building a moderately prosperous society across the board,
with better achievements than originally expected.
—In terms of comprehensive development indicators,
China’s economy has seen remarkable growth. In 2018, its
gross domestic product (GDP) topped 90 trillion yuan ($12.7
trillion) and the per capita GDP reached around $9770, ranking
among the highest in the middle-income countries. It ranked
86th among 189 countries and regions in the world in 2017
in terms of human development index. Its urbanization rate is
nearly 60 percent, higher than the average of level of 52 percent in middle-income countries.
—In terms of people’s living standards, the goal of
doubling the per capita income of China’s urban and rural
residents from 2010 levels proposed during the 18th CPC
National Congress can be achieved on schedule. The battle
against poverty has made decisive progress. By the end of
2018, there were still 16.6 million poor people in China’s rural areas, a decrease of 82.39 million since the end of 2012.
China has seen the world’s largest middle-income group of
over 400 million people of which the annual household income is between 100,000 yuan ($14,142) to 500,000 yuan
($70714). In 2018, the Engel coefficient of China’s residents
dropped to 28.4 percent. Household appliances and cars have
been widely used among Chinese people and housing has
been greatly improved. The number of cars per 100 households in the Chinese mainland in 2018 reached 33, higher
than those of Singapore and Hong Kong. In 2017, the per
capita housing construction area of urban and rural residents
was 36.9 and 46.7 square meters respectively, higher than
those of some developed countries.
—In terms of infrastructure and public services, China has
promoted nine-year compulsory education and higher education. In 2018, the gross enrollment rate in tertiary education in
China reached 48.1 percent. A social security system covering

urban and rural residents has been established. The life expectancy of Chinese reached 76.7 years in 2017, 4.2 years higher
than the world’s average level. All rural residents in China
gained the access to electricity in 2016 and that of people
who can get access to clean drinking water stood at 95.8 percent in 2015, which are much higher than the world’s average
level of 87.4 percent and 71 percent. China’s achievements in
improving people’s well-being have been recognized by the international community.
Second, areas of weakness need to be improved
through targeted efforts.
—First, the government needs to distinguish overall and
local goals. Given unbalanced development between different
regions in China, urban-rural, regional and income gaps are
within expectations.
—Second, the absolute and relative indicators of poverty
alleviation need to be separated. According to the indicators of
absolute poverty, China’s rural population living under the national poverty line of 2,300 yuan ($327) in annual income and
people in poor counties are expected to shake off poverty this
year. Relative indicators such as environment also need to be
improved.
—Third, the government needs to complete the tasks while
also improving the sense of gain of domestic residents.
The government needs to sort out the major problems
for completing the task. Among the rural poor population in
China, 40.7 percent and 20.2 percent are poor due to disability,
and 18.5 percent are poor elderly people over 65 years old.
Problems including not being able to afford medical treatment
and education and poor housing remain. More than 1 million
poor people in China have not gained the access to clean drinking water.
Poverty alleviation in “three regions” and “three prefectures”–Tibet, Southern Xinjiang, Sichuan, Yunnan and Gansu
remains a hard nut to crack due to bad natural conditions.
Some counties in the central and western regions which are
mostly old revolutionary base and border regions also see a
large proportion of poor people and weak infrastructure. People
in domestic regions with fragile ecological environment and
weak infrastructure may return to poverty.
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Major problems are still prominent in fields including ecological environment, public services and infrastructure. Risks
in fields such as finance also need to be further prevented and
resolved.
Third, efforts are needed to complete the building of a
moderately prosperous society in all respects.
China needs to complete the task of addressing poverty
with consistent, reinforced and targeted efforts to ensure that
the task is completed as scheduled.
—First, it needs to overcome problems such as y manipulation of poverty alleviation data and avoid people from returning
to poverty.
—Second, China needs to solve the prominent problems of
environmental pollution in key areas. It is necessary to fight the
tough battle of pollution prevention and control and achieve
the phased target by 2020 by focusing on air pollution control
in key areas such as the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, improve
ecological protection of the Yangtze River Economic Belt, regulate enterprises causing severe pollution, promote clean heating
in north China, and pay close attention to improving the quality
of water bodies, enhancing garbage treatment and addressing
pollution caused by industrial and mining enterprises and car
emission. It is necessary to improve disposal of rural garbage and
promote toilet revolution to improve rural living environment.
—Third, China needs to accelerate the work on ensuring
people’s well-being. It needs to increase investment in areas
including education, basic medical care, housing and drinking
water, care for children and the elderly to address urgent diffi-

culties. It is necessary to improve water, power, communication
and transportation infrastructures in rural areas and improve
services for left-behind children, women and the elderly in rural
areas. It also needs to promote relocation for impoverished
people and advance industrial development.
—Fourth, China needs to improve the social security mechanisms. It needs to improve the systems for ensuring basic
living standards and use social security, assistance and welfare
measures to support the poor invulnerable groups. The insurance for urban and rural residents on medical treatment needs
to be improved to address poverty caused by treating diseases
while avoiding increasing lazybones.
Strengthening areas of weakness in building a moderately
prosperous society in all respects is a key task. Local governments and CPC committees at all levels need to fulfill their main
responsibilities. Given different development level of domestic
regions, the focus of the work needs be to differentiated in
line with local conditions. The underdeveloped areas in China’s
central and western regions should focus on advancing poverty
alleviation while other regions with better development need
to further sustain the achievements. Regions in east China with
high-level development can provide support for the needed regions. It is necessary to keep practical in poverty alleviation and
avoid blind competitions.
At present, China needs to strive for building the moderately prosperous society as scheduled and embark on the journey
to building a socialist modernized country. It is necessary to
formulate the “14th Five-Year Plan” and make follow-up plans
to further achieve the “two centennial goals.” CI

Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects
Per capita disposable income

Internet use

China’s per capita disposable income in 2019: 30,733 yuan
($4,461.95), up 5.8 percent year on year in real terms.
Urban and rural per capita disposable income: 42,359 yuan and
16,021 yuan in 2019, up 5 percent and 6.2 percent.

The number of people using the Internet in China reached 900
million as of March, 2020. Among the users, 255 million are from rural areas, with a 46 percent Internet penetration rate, up 7.8 percent
from 2018

Life expectancy

Electricity use

The average life expectancy of Chinese citizens rose from 77
years in 2018 to 77.3 years in 2019
China saw a falling maternal mortality rate which dropped from
18.3 per 100,000 in 2018 to 17.8 per 100,000 in 2019

All rural residents in China gained the access to electricity in
2016

School enrollment

China spent a record 726 billion yuan ($104.46 billion) on water
conservation projects in 2019
China improved drinking water quality for 54.8 million people in
rural areas in 2019
It addressed the problem of excessive fluoride in drinking water
for 6.15 million rural people in 2019

China’s gross enrollment rate in tertiary education reached 48.1
percent in 2018
China’s gross enrollment rate for senior high education reached
89.5 percent in 2019, up 1.2 percentage points from 2017
By the end of 2019, the proportion of oversized high school
classes with over 56 students had declined to 19.39 percent, a drop
by 10.97 percentage points from 2017

Drinking water

(Sources: National Bureau of Statistics, National Health Commission,
China Education Daily, Ministry of Water Resources and China Internet Network
Information Center)
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China’s Global Ranks
l China had the highest number of big companies
that made it to the 2019 Fortune Global 500 list. It saw 13
new firms listed on the list last year, bringing the total to
129, higher than 121 from the United States, according to
the Fortune China website.
l China became the world leader in international patent filings in 2019, with 58,990 applications, overtaking
the U.S. A record 265,800 international patent applications were filed in 2019, a hike of 5.2-percent from 2018,
according to the annual report of the World Intellectual
Property Organization.
l China ranked 28th among the world economies in
2019, the best performer among the five BRICS economies in terms of competitiveness as of the released of the
World Economic Forum’s annual report assessing the productivity and long-term growth of 141 economies.
l China’s ranking in the World Bank Group’s Doing
Business 2020 study climbed to 31st place in terms of
ease of doing business, up from 46th a year earlier and
78th in 2017, according to the bank.
l China ranked 14th among more than 100 economies worldwide in a benchmark innovation ranking in
2019, moving up three spots from 2018 and strengthening its position as a leading innovative nation, according to
the 2019 edition of the Global Innovation Index report.
l China remained the world’s second largest recipi-

ent of foreign direct investment in 2019, by attracting
$140 billion, according to the “Global Investment Trends
Monitor” published by the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development in 2020.
l China ranked second globally in the development of the Internet, trailing only the United States
in 2019. Among all countries, China ranked first in the
application of the Internet, and second in innovation
capacity and industry development, according to the
World Internet Development Report 2019.
l China’s performance in agricultural research
frontier, agricultural sci-tech papers and patents ranked
second in the world, according to a report released at the
Forum 2019 on Science and Technology for Agricultural
and Rural Development in China.
l The total number of World Heritage Sites in China
totaled 55, the highest in the world as the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization World
Heritage Committee inscribed the Archaeological Ruins of
Liangzhu City on the World Heritage List as a cultural site
in 2019.
l Fifty-one universities on the Chinese mainland
have been included in the global top 1,000 universities, compared with 42 in its last rankings, according to
the Quacquarelli Symonds World University Rankings in
2020.
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CPC Sends Letter to Introduce
China’s All-Out Efforts Toward
Economic Reopening

O

protecting human security and promoting global development.
In the letter, the IDCPC emphasized that in the face of the epidemic, no country can stand alone. To jointly overcome the epidemic,
all countries should support each other and deepen international antiepidemic cooperation. Politicizing the epidemic situation, labeling the
virus, and stigmatizing other countries will not help the country to fight
the epidemic, but will poison the international atmosphere and hinder
international cooperation in the fight against epidemic.
The IDCPC also said in the letter that the Third Session of the 13th
CPPCC National Committee and the Third Session of the 13th National
People’s Congress will be held successively in Beijing. The two sessions
are a major event in China’s political life. This year is the year when
China has fully built a well-off society and the “13th Five-Year Plan”
is over. It is also a special time as the Covid-19 epidemic is spreading
all over the world. In this context, the two sessions will of great significance to both China and the world. CI
(Please visit China Insight website to read full text of China’s Allout Efforts toward Economic Reopening amidst Day-to-day Covid-19
Response: Measures and Achievements)

n May 19, International Department of CPC Central Committee
(IDCPC) sent a letter to political parties in the world to introduce
China’s practices and efforts of advancing resumption of production amid the prevention and control of the Covid-19 epidemic.
In the letter, the IDCPC pointed out that under the strong leadership of the Communist Party of China with Xi Jinping at its core, the
Chinese people have achieved great success in coordinate regular
epidemic containment with economic and social development. China
is confident and capable of overcoming the adverse effects brought
about by the Covid-19 epidemic, ensuring the completion of the decisive battle against poverty, and building a well-off society in an allround way.
In its letter, the IDCPC said that under the current situation, how to
gradually resume normal life and production while preventing the rebound of the epidemic is a common challenge all countries are facing.
The CPC is willing to work with political parties from all over the world
to communicate the practices and effects of promoting economic
and social development in the normalization of epidemic prevention
and control, learn from each other, and make positive contributions to

China’s Progress on Business Resumption
Purchasing
Managers’ Index
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China’s PMI in May was a slight tickdown from April, but still in expansion
for the third straight month.

Passenger Car Market

of Chinese industrial
enterprises with an annual
business turnover of at least
20 mln yuan ($2.83 mln)
had resumed production
as of May 18.

of employees in
enterprises
About 95.4% the
had returned
to work.
China’s electricity consumption,
a key barometer of economic
activity, in May rose 4.6%.

Service Sector

The year-on-year growth of China’s The production index of
car output and sales in May:
the service sector climbed
OUTPUT
SALES

Up

15.9%
Up

10.1%

Foreign Trade Sector

Industrial Resumption

Both were higher than those
registered in April, respectively.

1.0%

China’s exports in May:
Up

4.6%
(y.o.y.)

4.5%
(y.o.y.)

1.46 tln yuan
($204.74 bln)

Foreign trade in goods in January:
Down

4.9%
(y.o.y.)

to

11.54 tln
yuan
($1.6 tln),

maintaining the same level of decrease
during the January-April period.

Cargo Transport Sector

Job Market

The China Transportation Services Index in May:

China’s surveyed
unemployment rate
in urban areas in May:

144.6 points,

5.9%,

(y.o.y.)

in May, the first year-onyear increase this year, up
from a decline in April of

to

Down

16.5%
(y.o.y.),

5.4 percentage
points lower than that
recorded in April.

down 0.1 percentage
points from April.

(Sources: National Bureau of Statistics, General Administration of Customs, China Passenger Car Association, Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology, National Development and Reform Commission; designed by Pamela Tobey)
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Insights From 2020 Two Sessions
The third session of the 13th National People’s Congress and third session of the 13th National
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference were convened in May this year,
which are marked by development milestones. Key insights of the key political gathering follow:

Fixing Hong Kong’s Security Bug
New laws will protect the “one country, two systems” principle By Lan Xinzhen

T

Timely legislation

At an online seminar marking the 30th anniversary of the Basic Law
on June 8, officials explained the importance of following through on
the newly passed decision by the national legislature to establish and
improve the legal system and enforcement mechanisms for Hong Kong
to safeguard national security.
Zhang Xiaoming, deputy head of the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs
Office of the State Council, said the violence in Hong Kong last year not
only undermined the social stability, economic prosperity and public
security of the SAR but also challenged the “one country, two systems”
principle used to govern Hong Kong and threatened national security.
It was against this backdrop that the Central Government took action to
formulate national security laws for Hong Kong at the state level.
Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of Hong Kong SAR, said the new laws
and enforcement mechanisms would not impact Hong Kong’s high
degree of autonomy. They would target only an extremely small group
of people engaging in criminal activities that seriously endanger national
security. The vast majority, who are law-abiding residents, would be protected and Hong Kong would have safety and stability restored after the
prolonged chaos and unrest.
She also said the SAR government would fully cooperate on the

XINHUA

hirty years after the promulganational security legislation for Hong
tion of the Basic Law of Hong
Kong to ensure its long-term prosKong Special Administrative
perity and stability.
Region (SAR) and 23 years after Hong
According to Zhang, the more
Kong’s return to the motherland, one
national security is consolidated, the
article in the Basic Law has yet to be
greater space there will be for Hong
implemented.
Kong to leverage its advantages unArticle 23 of this constitutional
der the “one country, two systems”
document stipulates that Hong Kong
principle. The enactment of national
shall enact laws on its own to prohibit
security laws will see its social stability
any act of treason, secession, sedirestored, its business and investtion, subversion against the Central
ment environment improved, and
Government, or theft of state secrets.
residents’ rights better protected.
While the local society of Hong
If Hong Kong could have plugged
Kong supports making laws to carry
on its own the security loopholes
out Article 23, the opposition has
that have existed since its return
obstructed efforts to do so till today.
to the motherland and combated
Vice Premier Han Zheng (center) attends a deliberation of deputies from
As a result, Hong Kong has become
the criminal unrest, there would
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region at the Third Session of the 13th
defenseless when it comes to guardhave been no need for the Central
National People’s Congress in Beijing on May 24
Government to make the decision.
ing national security. This is a major
factor behind the increasingly rampant activities damaging national security that it faces.
A cornerstone policy
Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping, who proposed the “one country, two
systems” policy, foresaw the risks that could emerge in Hong Kong after
its return. “There will be certain factors that might cause disturbances,
disorder and instability. To be honest, these factors will not come from
Beijing, but we cannot exclude the possibility that they exist inside Hong
Kong or that they will come from certain international forces,” Deng
said on October 3, 1984, when meeting representatives from Hong
Kong and Macao. “If there are disturbances in Hong Kong, the Central
Government will intervene.”
President Xi Jinping has also reiterated the Central Government’s
commitment to defending national security. “Any attempt to endanger
China’s sovereignty and security, challenge the power of the Central
Government and the authority of the Basic Law of Hong Kong SAR or
use Hong Kong to carry out infiltration and sabotage activities against
the mainland is an act that crosses the red line, and is absolutely impermissible,” Xi said at a meeting marking Hong Kong’s 20th return
anniversary in 2017.
With some calling the upcoming security laws a violation of Hong
Kong’s autonomy, the role of the Basic Law in Hong Kong should be
reviewed. As a constitutional law for the SAR, it must be observed by all
Hong Kong residents. “One country” in the principle of “one country,
two systems” enshrined in the law refers to the People’s Republic of
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China. “Two systems’ means while the mainland
follows a socialist system, Hong Kong continues
its capitalist system.
Since Hong Kong’s return in 1997, the
people of Hong Kong have been governing the
region with a high degree of autonomy under
the “one country, two systems” policy. There
were voices disparaging the principle and claiming there would be no freedom or human rights
after the return. However, the facts speak for
themselves.
The SAR has remained open and diverse
as an international metropolis the way it used
to be. It has continued to enjoy top ranking
in the world in terms of competitiveness and
freedom due to its stable prosperity and key
role in international finance, shipping and trade.
Hong Kong residents enjoy unprecedented
democratic rights, and the level of democracy in
the election of the region’s chief executive and
Legislative Council has been increasing.
The region has also faced many challenges.
But with the Central Government’s support, the
SAR government and Hong Kong’s society have
overcome them. Hong Kong’s progress since its
return shows that “one country” is the foundation of “two systems” as well as a precondition
for the region’s prosperity. Attempts to shake
this foundation would only leave Hong Kong in
chaos.
However, the opposition and external
forces have conspired together to incite protests and violence. During last year’s protests,
rioters attacked the Liaison Office of the Central
People’s Government in Hong Kong and defiled
the national emblem, calling for “Hong Kong
independence.” There were acts of terrorism,
including hurling gasoline bombs and planting
explosives. Amid the turmoil, hostile external
forces stepped up their interference in Hong
Kong affairs.
As Zhang said, there are three basic legal
grounds for the Central Government’s decision. First, affairs concerning national security
are under the unified administration of the
Central Government. Second, it is the Central
Government’s responsibility to adopt legislation
to safeguard national security. Third, any country will take all measures available to combat
crimes that endanger its national security.
The Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress, the national legislature, will
complete the legislation for Hong Kong in accordance with legal procedures and ensure its
implementation. In a sense, it would be like, to
quote Zhang, installing an “anti-virus software”
for the implementation of “one country, two
systems” in Hong Kong. CI

Highlights of the Civil Code
Personality Rights
It codifies a separate volume on personality rights. This covers stipulations on
a civil subject’s rights to his or her life, body, health, name, portrait, reputation and
privacy, among others.

30-Day Cooling Off Period
It institutes a 30-day cooling-off period aimed at deterring impulsive divorces.
The divorce-by-agreement couples must wait 30 days in order to rethink their
decision. They can withdraw their divorce application within the 30 days. After the waiting
period, those who still want to divorce will receive their official documents.

Sexual Harassment
Victims sexually abused when they were minors will be legally allowed to sue the
perpetrators after they turn 18. The Civil Code bans sexual harassment, and clarifies
the responsibilities of entities such as schools, businesses and government organs in fighting the
act.

Falling Objects
Throwing or releasing objects from tall buildings is illegal. If an object harms
an individual and the perpetrator cannot be identified, all residents of the building
must chip in to pay compensation, unless they can prove they were away from the premises
at the time of the incident.

Good Samaritans
People who help others will not be held legally responsible even if their help, such
as offering a free ride, causes harm to the victim.

Seat Thieves
Passengers must adhere to the information included on their transportation
tickets—seat numbers and times, as well as train numbers.

Human Genes & Embryos
It lists human genes and embryos as fundamental rights that deserve protection.
It dictates that all medical and scientific research related to human genes and
embryos must follow strict rules, laws and regulations.

Right of Habitation
It defines the right of habitation for the first time, dismantling barriers for
property owners in urban residential communities to protect their legitimate
rights and interests, and answering the public’s rising call for a stable living environment.

(Compiled by Beijing Review; designed by Pamela Tobey)
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CPC Embracing the World
On December 1, 2017, Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee delivered a keynote speech at tholitical parties in different countries need to enhance
mutual trust, improve communication and collaboration, and explore ways to establish a new type of
political party relationship characterized by mutual respect, mutual learning, and seeking common
ground while setting aside differences based on the exploration of building new international relations.
The proposal has won acclaim and support from the representatives of political parties attending the
event and the international community. It has been viewed to be in line with the development trend of
the time and the conditions of the world’s political parties, which can help to build up consensus, pool
strength and promote cooperation and prove significant for building a community of shared future for
humankind and a better world.

Political party leaders pose for a group photo at the CPC in Dialogue
With World Political Parties High-Level Meeting in Beijing on December 1,
2017 (XINHUA)

Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee, delivers a
speech at the opening ceremony of the CPC in Dialogue With World Political Parties High-Level Meeting in Beijing on December 1, 2017 (XINHUA)

A grand welcome ceremony is held by the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea (DPRK) side for General Secretary of the Central Committee of the
CPC and Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Sunan International Airport in
Pyongyang, DPRK on June 20, 2019. Xi arrived on that day for a state visit
to the DPRK. Xi and his wife, Peng Liyuan, were greeted beside the ramp by
Kim Jong Un, Chairman of the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) and Chairman
of the State Affairs Commission of the DPRK, and his wife, Ri Sol Ju (XINHUA)

Xi Jinping (R), General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and Chinese president, holds a welcoming ceremony
for Kim Jong Un, Chairman of the Workers’ Party of Korea and Chairman of
the State Affairs Commission of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
before their talks at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on January 8,
2019. Xi Jinping held talks with Kim Jong Un, who arrived in Beijing on the
same day for a visit to China (XINHUA)
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Xi Jinping (Center), General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and Chinese President, and Myanmar political party leaders pose for a
photo in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar on January 17, 2020 (XINHUA)

1
2

3

1. Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee and President
of China, met in Beijing with a delegation headed by Junhiro Nikai, Secretary
General of Japan’s Liberal Democratic Party, and Yoshihisa Inoue, Secretary
General of the Komeito Party, who came to attend the seventh meeting
of the ruling party exchange mechanism between China and Japan on
December 28, 2017. (XINHUA)
2. Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee and President of China, met with a delegation of the United Russia Party led by Boris
Gryzlov, Chairman of the United Russia Supreme Council, at the Great Hall
of the People in Beijing on November 25, 2019. (XINHUA)
3. Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee and President
of China, held talks with Boungnang Vorachit, General Secretary of the Lao
People’s Revolutionary Party and President of Laos, in Beijing on April 30,
2019. Before this meeting, Xi held a welcome ceremony for Boungnang
outside the Great Hall of the People. (XINHUA)
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1. The China-Arab States Political Parties Dialogue Extraordinary Meeting,
was held through video link. Chinese President Xi Jinping, also General
Secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee sent
a congratulatory letter on June 22, 2020. (IDCPC)
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2. The CPC in Dialogue with World Political Parties High-Level Meeting
Africa Thematic Event was held in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, on July 17-18,
2018. (IDCPC)
3. The fourth Africa-China Young Leaders Forum was held during the CPC
in Dialogue with World Political Parties High-Level Meeting Africa Thematic
Event in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province on May 27, 2018 (IDCPC)

A sub-forum focusing on people-to-people bonds during the second Belt and Road Forum on International Cooperation was held in Beijing on April 25, 2019. (IDCPC)

2020

61

SPECIAL ISSUE ON CPC’S 99TH ANNIVERSARY

Stories of CPC
Yunnan / April 2017

2. A foreign attendee asks questions at the special briefing session Stories
of CPC—Supply Side Structural Reform: The Practice of the CPC Hubei
Provincial Committee held in Beijing on May 25, 2017 (IDCPC)

1. Yunan Ethnic Group Chorus preformed at the special briefing session
Stories of CPC—Targeted Poverty Alleviation held in Yunnan Province on
April 27, 2017 (IDCPC)

2. A foreign guest raises questions at a seminar entitled “Leave No One in
Poverty” of the special briefing session in Yunnan Province in April 2017
(IDCPC)

Shanxi / June 2017

1. The seminar of the Selection and Appointment of Officials of the special
briefing session Stories of CPC—Practice of the CPC Shanxi Provincial Committee: Maintaining Political Honesty and Integrity, Striving for Excellence is
held in Beijing on June 30, 2017 (IDCPC)

Hubei / May 2017

1. A foreign attendee asks questions at the special briefing session Stories
of CPC—Supply Side Structural Reform: The Practice of the CPC Hubei
Provincial Committee held in Beijing on May 25, 2017 (IDCPC)

2. Alejandra Noemi Reynoso Sanchez, secretary of the Board of the Chamber of Deputies of Mexico delivers a speech at the special briefing session
held in Beijing on June 30, 2017 (IDCPC)
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Guangdong / May 2018

1. The seminar of Innovative Talents and Innovative Development of the
special briefing session Stories of CPC—Practice of the CPC Jiangsu Provincial Committee: Innovation-Driven Transformation and Development is held
in Beijing on August 31, 2017 (IDCPC)
1. A thematic briefing during a meeting with the theme “Reform and
opening-up holds the key to the destiny of contemporary China’’ was held
in Shenzhen, south China’s Guangdong Province, on May 27, 2018. (IDCPC)

2. Foreigners take photos of a robot made in Jiangsu writing Chinese calligraphy during the event in Beijing in August 2017 (IDCPC)

Fujian / September 2017

2. Foreign guests visit exhibitions of the achievements of Guangdong Province over the past 40 years of the reform and opening up in Guangdong on
May 28, 2018 (IDCPC)

Zhejiang / November 2018

1. A seminar entitled “Ecology Plus: A New Development Model” of the special briefing session Stories of CPC—Practice of the CPC Fujian Provincial
Committee: Blue Rills and Green Hills are as Good as Golden Bills is held in
Beijing on September 26, 2017 (IDCPC)

1. Representatives from governments and companies shared their stories
of high-quality development with the attendees during the “Zhejiang’s
achievements in practicing Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era: promoting high-quality development” event
in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, on November 23, 2018. (IDCPC)
2. Foreign guests visit exhibitions of the event in Beijing in September 2017
(IDCPC)
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2. Guests visit the headquarter of China’s Internet giant Alibaba during the
event in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province in November 2018 (IDCPC)

Xinjiang / February 2019

2. Attendees share stories at the special briefing session Stories of CPC—
Henan’s Achievements in Practicing Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, which is co-organized by the International Department of the CPC Central Committee (IDCPC) and the CPC Henan
Provincial Committee in Henan Province on June 28, 2019 (IDCPC)

Jiangxi / November 2019

1. Thematic briefing on “China’s ethnic policy and the promotion of unity and
solidarity among ethnic groups: practice and achievements in Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region” was held in Urumqi on February 27, 2019. The picture
shows foreign guests on a familiarization tour in Urumqi. (IDCPC)

1. Foreign guests from Serbia, Egypt, Cyprus, and Cambodia shared their
thought on a discussion session of during an event titled “Jiangxi’s achievements in practicing Xi Jinping Thought on Socilism with Chinese Characteristics for a new era, working for the happiness of the people: mission of political
parties” in Nanchang, Jiangxi Province on November 21, 2019 (IDCPC)

2. Wu Gang, Chairman of Xinjiang Goldwind Sci & Tech Co.,Ltd. delivers a
speech during the event on February 27, 2019 (IDCPC)

Henan / June 2019

2. Foreign guests visit exhibitions during the the Special Briefing on “Stories
of the CPC—Jiangxi’s Achievements in Practicing Xi Jinping Thought on
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era” Nanchang, Jiangxi
Province in November 2019 (IDCPC)
1. The thematic session on the “Staying True to Our Founding Mission” Campaign of the Communist Party of China is held in Zhengzhou, Henan Province
in central China on June 27, 2019 (IDCPC)
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A Joint Appeal

T

he Communist Party of China and
more than 230 political parties from
over 100 countries issued a joint
open letter on April 2, calling for carrying
out closer international cooperation to
beat COVID-19. This is the first joint appeal
of major world political parties for strengthening international cooperation since the
COVID-19 outbreak.
Many political parties have issued this
open letter through their own channels.
The voice of those political parties in leading international cooperation against the
epidemic has been heard in every corner
of the world and echoed by people.
The United Russia Party, the Serbian
Progressive Party, the African National
Congress of South Africa and other ruling
parties have published immediately the Screenshots of media reports on the joint letter issued by CPC and more than 230 political parties
full text on their official websites, and the
Lao People’s Revolutionary Party and the
fighting the epidemic has proved truly that the vision of a community
Communist Party of Cuba have published it on their Party newspawith a shared future for humanity is superior to the values of individupers.
alism. And the party fully agrees with and supports the initiatives as
A number of political parties in Asia, Africa and Latin America,
stressed in the letter.
including the Philippine PDP-Laban Party, Ethiopia’s Prosperity
Tadatomo Yoshida, General Secretary of Japan’s Social
Party and Argentina Justicialist Party have published the open letDemocratic Party, said that in the face of the global pandemic,
ter on social media platforms such as Twitter and Facebook. The
political parties in many countries have gone beyond their respecCambodian People’s Party and the Communist Party of Nepal (CPP)
tive positions and ideologies and jointly expressed the political will
have also encouraged the reports of the letter on their mainto strengthen international cooperation and jointly combat the
stream media.
epidemic.
While issuing the joint open letter, political parties have also
The joint appeal itself is of epoch-making significance, he said.
expressed their support, solidarity and gratitude to the CPC.
Based on the recognition of a community with a shared future
Vojtech Filip, first Vice-Chairman of the Czech Parliament’s
for mankind, it is a gathering of global resources and forces, and
the Chamber of Deputies and leader of the Communist Party of
it strengthens international cooperation and assistance, Yoshida
Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM) expressed appreciation to China
said.
in his letter, as he believed that the joint open letter initiated by
“All countries should give top priority to the safety and health
China offers a way out of the dilemma for the world.
of their nationals and strengthen mutual support and cooperation
Miguel Mejia, General Secretary of the Dominican Republic’s
to jointly prevent and control the COVID-19 epidemic,” he said.
United Left Movement said that “Putting people’s lives first,
Chandra Prakash Mainali, General Secretary of the Communist
strengthening bilateral and multilateral cooperation in fields such
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) said that countries should
as economy and trade, and working together to find a solution is
cooperate in fighting the epidemic instead of creating prejudice
the right choice for all at the moment.”
and blaming others. Politicizing the epidemic is quite a wrong
The Communist Party of the Russian Federation made a comchoice, he added. CI
mentary on this open letter, saying that China’s achievements in

Please scan the QR code
to read full text of The
Joint Open Letter From
World Political Parties
Concerning Closer
International Cooperation
Against COVID-19

Please scan the
QR code to follow
the International
Department, CPC
Central Committee on Twitter @
SpokespersonHZM

2020

SPECIAL ISSUE ON CPC’S 99TH ANNIVERSARY

65

IDCPC

CPC has donated anti-epidemic materials and equipment to political parties and international political party associations. This picture shows materials donated by
IDCPC to Iran Expediency Discernment Council.

Uniting Political Parties Worldwide
to Cooperate in the Global Fight
against COVID-19 Pandemic

T

he Communist Party of China (CPC)
strives for both the well-being of the
Chinese people as well as overall human progress. To make new and greater
contributions to humanity is the CPC’s
abiding mission.
Under the strong leadership of the
CPC Central Committee with Xi Jinping at
its core, we have actively participated in
and led international cooperation to win
the global battle against the COVID-19
pandemic, which is a major public health
emergency, while also leading the nation
in the fight to prevent and control the

disease. We have made many important
contributions.
In this process, the Party’s international
department has brought into play its own
unique strengths and bolstered its political
leadership among political parties worldwide to further deepen global cooperation.
It has provided strong political support for
cooperation in combating the pandemic
and promoting the building of a human
health community, demonstrating through
practical action the CPC’s founding mission. We have received positive reaction
and high evaluation from the international

community.
To promote a common appeal by the
world’s political parties, General Secretary
Xi personally spoke by phone with many
heads of state and political party leaders,
including Boungnang Vorachith, General
Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party and
President of Laos. Xi emphasized that the
virus knows no borders or race, and thus
only by working together will the international community be able to defeat it.
More than 240 prominent political
parties and international organizations
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of political parties in more
links, and correspondences
than 110 countries joined
with Laos, Russia, Cuba, Serbia
together to issue a joint apand Venezuela, among othpeal, actively promoted by
ers. It has organized an online
the CPC, stating that the
thematic meeting with over
COVID-19 pandemic poses
300 ICAPP member parties
the most urgent and seriand organizations, sharing
ous challenge to human
its experience and initiatives,
health and the peaceful deand promoting regional covelopment of the world and
operation in the fight against
therefore countries should
COVID-19, along with trade
enhance their awareness of
and economic cooperation.
the community of a shared
Several Friends of the Silk Road
future for humankind,
Club events have been held in
strengthen international
Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh
cooperation, support and
and Sri Lanka to combat
help each other, pool global
COVID-19. The CPC has
resources and efforts in resoalso provided the necessary
lutely defeating the virus,
medical supplies and technical
which is a common enemy
assistance to foreign political
of humanity, and firmly
parties and international organizations of political parties in
reject the politicization of The Information Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China released a
need and has coordinated the
public health issues. It called white paper titled Fighting COVID-19 China in Action on June 7
work of nearly 30 domestic
upon states to make the
civil society organizations in
lives of their people a priority
carrying out more than 40
and take active measures
international anti-pandemic
to protect the health, safety
cooperation projects in more
and legitimate rights and
than 20 countries.
interests of foreign nationals
Xi noted, “We should
and students.
proactively respond to interThis is the first time
national concerns and tell the
since the outbreak of the
story of China’s fight against
pandemic that the world’s
the COVID-19 pandemic.” To
major political parties spoke
this end, the CPC has made
in a common voice on international cooperation in
use of interparty communication channels to carry out
the fight against COVID-19.
its duties in multiple forms,
At the same time, the appeal promoted the issuance
at multiple levels and from
of joint statements by the
multiple angles to encourage
International Conference of
foreign political parties, political organizations and think
Asian Political Parties (ICAPP)
tanks to support China’s fight
and the Group of Twenty civil Some of the letters from international political parties as an example of the 600 people
against the virus and impartialsociety meetings calling for from more than 300 political parties and political organizations in more than 130 counly evaluate the sacrifices and
greater international coop- tries who have expressed their support for Xi Jinping and the CPC Central Committee via
telegrams, statements, articles, etc. (Photo: International Department of the CPC Central
eration in the fight against Committee)
contributions China has made
the pandemic. These initiato the global fight against
tives and statements have
epidemics and underlying
providing intellectual support and material
expressed the political desire of all parties
manifestations,
and refute false statements
aid to political parties and the people in
to work together to overcome the current
by a few political forces. Currently, 600
their fight against the pandemic.
difficulties and have produced good politipeople from more than 300 political parties
In addition, the CPC has sent letters
cal results.）
and political organizations in more than
to the leaders of more than 110 political
“China will uphold the concept of the
130 countries have expressed their supparties in more than 60 countries, comport for Xi and the CPC Central Committee
world as a global community with a shared
prehensively explaining China’s experience
via telegram, statements, articles, etc.
future, share its experience in the prevenand practices in epidemic prevention and
tion and control of COVID-19 and provide
Nearly 100 heads of foreign NGOs and forcontrol. It has provided outbreak prevenmer politicians have acknowledged China’s
necessary support,” Xi stressed. The CPC
tion and treatment programs to nearly
initiatives and the effectiveness of its fight
is actively exploring new forms of foreign
400 political parties and is also exploring
against the COVID-19 pandemic through
relations in the context of the pandemic,
ways to strengthen interparty cooperacivil channels. CI
maintaining close communication with
tion. The CPC has held meetings, video
(Source: Qiushi Journal )
political parties in various countries and

2020

67

SPECIAL ISSUE ON CPC’S 99TH ANNIVERSARY

CPC Embracing the Future
Future Prospects of the
Communist Party of China
For a long time, the Communist Party
of China (CPC) has united and led the
Chinese people and the Chinese nation
in the unremittingly fight and finally
changed the situation of China being
oppressed after the Opium War starting in 1840, lifting the Chinese people
and the Chinese nation from poverty
and weakness. Today, more than 1.3
billion Chinese people are full of vigour
and pride as the country covering more
than 9.6 million square kilometers is
thriving and the Chinese civilization of
more than 5,000 years has remained
brilliant. The leadership of CPC and

China’s socialist system are strong and
vital and the Chinese people and the
Chinese nation have seen bright future
prospects. In such a great era, we feel
confident and proud while also bearing significant responsibilities. We need
to show courage and vigour to create
achievements in the current era and
embark towards a promising journey
based on the historical achievemnets
created by the previous generations of
CPC members who have united and led
the Chinese people.
China will build a moderately
prosperous society across the board

in 2020. As it strives to complete the
goal and achieve common prosperity, no individual or groups can be
left behind. China will mobilize all the
strength of the CPC and the country
to complete the task of poverty alleviation and live up to the promises. The
CPC must bear in mind that it needs
to work for meeting people’s expectations for a better life, adhere to the
people-centered philosophy, ensure
and improve people’s well-being, enhance their sense of gain, happiness,
and security and continue to advance
common prosperity.
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CPC Membership in 2018
Membership Composition
By age

61
and older

Primary Party Organizations
(1 square=1,000 organizations)

By occupation

35
and under

Town- and township-level

31,610

25.999 22.116
mln mln

Village-level

Community-level

36-45

545,189

102,555
102
,555

46-60

17.239
25.24 mln
mln

Farmers, herdsmen
and fishermen

Retirees

18.148 mln

25.553 mln

By gender

27.2%

Women
(24.665 mln)

Ethnic
minorities
(6.645 mln)

By ethnic
groups

7.3%

Functionaries in
Other
Party
occupaand state tions
organs

Professionals

14.007 mln

49.6%

Local CPC Committees
Administrative staff

9.8 mln

Workers

6.514 mln

Total party membership in 2018: 90.594 mln

(Up 1.03 mln over 2017)

Students

1.805 mln

By gender
35 and
under

(846,000)

(1.644 mln)

20.0%

41.2%

10.4%

2,779
398

Provincial- Municipal-level County-level
level
(prefectural)
(city, district)

Total CPC membership

By ethnic groups

Women

31

Membership in 2018

New Recruits
By age

8,561

7.314
7.564 mln
mln

By education
College
and above
(44.937 mln)

Urban subdistrict-level

By education

Ethnic
minorities

College
and above

(214,000)

(922,000)

90.594
mln

44.9%
Total new recruits

2.055 mln

(Up 72,000 over 2017)

(Source: Organization Department of the CPC Central Committee; designed by Pamela Tobey)
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Xi Jinping Replies to Letter From
Young Medics of Peking University
Fighting COVID-19 in Hubei
All the post-90s CPC members of Peking University Medical Team to Hubei Province:
Thank you for your letter. In the battle against the novel coronavirus epidemic,
you have joined other medics fighting on the frontline of epidemic prevention and
control fearlessly, showing the vigor of youth and living up to expectations. You
have demonstrated with your deeds that the Chinese youth of the new era can be
entrusted with great missions. I would like to extend my sincere greetings to you
and to other young people who are fighting on the frontline of epidemic prevention and control in China.
A nation will be full of hope and a country will have a brilliant future when its
younger generations have ideals, ability, and a strong sense of responsibility. I hope
that you can improve yourselves through serving the people, enhance your willpower and competence through hard work, continue your work in saving more
patients, motivate your fellow youth to shoulder greater responsibilities, and make
contributions in places where the Party and the people need you most.
Xi Jinping
March 15, 2020
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A Post-90s CPC Member Makes
Intensive Devotion in Fighting COVID-19
Reminiscences of a millennial doctor about fighting COVID-19 By Liu Zhongdi

O

XINHUA

team immediately received emergency trainn the eve of Lunar New Year in 2020,
A dynamic Wuhan returns
ing. We were introduced with details regarding
it occurred to me that the novel corothe conditions of the medical wards and given
navirus opened the Pandora’s Box
Through continuous and valiant efforts,
updated information about the patients. We
and unleashed a public health crisis in Wuhan,
many patients gradually recovered. Patients
also received training on personal protection
the hardest hit Chinese city by the epidemic.
started to be discharged from the hospital on
A wave of extreme uneasiness wrapped evand precautions.
February 21. It was definitely a hard-earned
eryone since the spread of the epidemic was
milestone.
incredibly rapid and discreet.
The battle begins
The work went on, and before I realized,
On January 26, the first medical team of
the
last day of February had quickly arrived. I
Peking University People’s Hospital rushed to
On the next day, our team visited the newly
turned 30 on March 1, and I spent my birthWuhan to treat patients contracted the novel
established intensive care unit (ICU) ward at
day on the frontline combating COVID-19
coronavirus disease (COVID-19). Their deterthe Tongji Hospital. When we arrived, the team
mination and bravery made my heart flutter,
with my fellow colleagues. In the past, I usually
leader and the hospital support staff were still
and then I decided to join the battle when I was
busy making final adjustments to the medical
made self-deprecating jokes claiming that I
informed on February 2 that another batch of
equipment and the information system.
was an old millennial. What was more exciting
medical teams would be formed soon. My wife
Immediately, everyone on the team was
to me was that on March 15, 14 days after my
helped me pack luggage and bought disposbusy with their respective tasks: doctors were
birthday, Chinese President Xi Jinping wrote a
able items that might be useful.
managing the medical record system, while
letter to the post-90s generation in the mediOn February 7, I left my house for the
nurses were busy inspecting medical instrucal teams of Peking University and extended
hospital at 5 a.m. It was cold and dark outside.
ments and checking the drugs. We were
sincere greetings to the young people workMembers of the third batch of medical teams
all busy preparing for the impending battle
ing in various positions to prevent and control
quickly assembled at the hospital. Prior to our
ahead. It took only 24 hours for the ICU to be
the pandemic. As a member of this age group,
departure, Jiang Baoguo, president of the hosfully prepared for incoming patients!
pital, boosted our morale with rousing remarks.
I was lucky to receive a reply from President
Around 10 p.m., the first wave of patients
I was brimming with ambition, strength and
Xi and it was an honor and a privilege to be
streamed into the ICU, signaling the beginpower.
recognized and encouraged by him!
ning of our battle. I entered the changing
As I was looking down at the sea of clouds
In his letter, President Xi encouraged us to
room prior to their arrival, wearing protective
below me from the plane, I thought of my
serve the people, strive to improve our skills
clothing, gloves, shoe covers, goggles and
father. When the severe acute respiratory synthrough hard work, and develop our capability
face shields. Everyone on our team checked
drome (SARS) broke out in China in 2003, my
up
on
each
other
for
any
misplacement
or
through practice. As a medical worker and a
father, as the head of his department, rushed to
gaps in our safety equipment. It became
millennial, I am bound by my duty to serve my
the frontline on the first notice and took charge
evident
to
us
all
that
the
following
days
at
the
country and the people with my knowledge
of the imageological diagnosis of patients. I rehospital would be challenging.
and skills. While I was working in Wuhan, I was
membered witnessing this when I was 13, and
In order to enter the contaminated zone,
frequently touched by the friendship that
thus hoping to become someone like him, a
we had to go through four buffer zones and
white-clad warrior who saved the lives of many.
existed all around me. Over the course of my
five protective doors. For safety, the team
My father had passed away before he could
time in Wuhan, I took notice of the little things
members made sure we entered the ward in
see me dress in the same white gown he once
that mattered, and I was constantly reminded
separate groups. Tension was building up with
did. But it did not matter, because I had never
of how united China has become when we
every door that was opened in front of us.
felt so close to him as I did then.
were all fighting the same battle.
At 3 p.m., we arrived in Wuhan. Walking
As the weather in Wuhan started
out of the eerily quiet airport lobby, I was
to
get
warm, I saw the early cherry
greeted by a piercing wind. It was the first
blossoms
on the sides of the road on
time that I had ever been to Wuhan, and it
my way to work. I did not know exactly
was also the first time that I had felt such
when they started to blossom, but just
bitter, chilly air.
On the way to the hotel, there were no
like when silver linings appear in dire
other cars or people on the street. Through
times, new life always emerges when
the windows of the residential buildings we
least expected. Before we all realized,
passed by, not a single moving figure could
spring had arrived and transformed
be seen. The whole city seemed to have
Wuhan into a lively, cheerful, and resilstopped living. It was hard to imagine the
ient city we once knew. CI
once bustling metropolis had turned into a
(The author is an attending physilifeless ghost town in such a brief amount
On January 26, members of the national medical team take a group
cian with the Trauma Rescue and
of time. Everyone felt nervous in the over- photo at the Beijing Capital International Airport before their departure
Treatment Center of Peking University
whelming ominous atmosphere.
to Wuhan in Hubei Province to fight the novel coronavirus outbreak. The
People’s Hospital)
After arriving at the hotel, our whole team included doctors from Peking University People’s Hospital
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Ji Xiaolei (L) helps his wife Guo Chen wear protective suit in a laboratory of Nantong center for disease control and prevention in Nantong, Jiangsu Province in east China on
April 26. Guo and Ji, who are the post-90s, work at a detection team of the microbiology laboratory in the Nantong center for disease control and prevention

Post-90s CPC Members
Rising Up to the Challenge of
Combating Virus
By Wang Jing

L

i Zongyu, a 27-year-old nurse from
Zhongda Hospital affiliated to the
Southeast Universityis and a member
of the Communist Party of China having
her hair cut short for the convenience of
wearing protective gear.
Post-90s in China are typically stereotyped as twenty-something light-hearted
kids. But, a large number of these post90s including medical workers, policemen,
community workers, and even volunteers,
have defied this generalization in their fight
against the novel coronavirus pneumonia
(NCP) since its outbreak in Wuhan and
other cities in China’s Hubei Province.

Commendable Courage
“After cancelling my wedding recep-

tion banquet, I applied to join in the battle
against the novel coronavirus in Wuhan,”
said 26-year-old Yan Peng. He and his wife
Chen Jinyang, are a post-90s generation
couple who work at the Tongji Hospital
that is affiliated to the Tongji Medical
College of Huazhong University of Science
and Technology. They had already booked
flights to their hometown in northwestern
China’s Gansu Province, and planned to
hold a wedding ceremony on February 1.
However, the battle against the deadly virus
changed their plans.
On February 4, when connected online with Hubei Daily for the interview, Yan
had just finished cleaning up the intensive
care unit (ICU) of the hospital. It was also
the 11th day since he joined in this battle
against the coronovirus and the third

month of his wife’s pregnancy. “We’ve been
married for a long time but haven’t found
time to hold our wedding ceremony. Now,
with our country at risk, we must give up
our plans,” said Yan.
“Patients always take the first place in
his heart,” Chen said. She understood her
husband and added, “It is his way to love
by ensuring a world with no epidemic outbreak raging.”
“I am single and my parents are in good
health. I am ready for the battle,” said Li
who has worked in the Zhongnan Hospital
of Wuhan University for eight days.
Li’s father wrote a poem to encourage
the brave spirit she has shown, by likening her
as the brave female general Hua Mulan in ancient Chinese history who disguised herself as
a man in order to fight on the battlefield.
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continue our work as usual,” said Xing
Xiaoyi, a 24-year-old nurse from the Xinhua
Hospital affiliated to Dalian University. She
is now serving at the Xiehe Jiangbei Hospital
of Huazhong University of Science and
Technology. According to Xing, the hospitable Wuhan locals and brave teammates
have given her the courage and confidence
she needs to overcome all difficulties.
“Soon after I arrived, a warm-hearted
cleaner at the hotel where I stay said to me,
‘You are as young as my little daughter. If
you need any help, just feel free to let me
know.’” Xing recalled one of her first experiences after arriving at Whuan. Then she
added, “I have learned to grow through difficulties and will do my best to fight for the
Wuhan people and be a real angel in the
world.”

Growing Up in the Battle
2.Nurses in their 20s prepare to work in the newly built Jianghan Makeshift Hospital in Wuhan. Hubei Porvince in
central China on February 5

“I know my father takes pride in me.
He is an ex-serviceman who often says that
without a nation there would be no family,”
Li said. She is confident that the virus can
be overcome with the support of a strong
nation and countless families.
“Please take care of my parents if I
am infected,” said Yu Yaqun, a 28-yearold nurse of the intensive care unit at the
Shandong Provincial Cancer Hospital, to
her close friend. She even left the her bank
card PIN and keys with her elder sister in
Dalian.
One day before Yu set off to the
Dabieshan Regional Medical Center in
Huanggang, her grandfather passed away.
“My parents were heartbroken. My mother
warned me with tears streaming down her
face that I must return safe,” she said. Yu
never regrets her choice of becoming a
nurse. “It is the call of duty. Being more meticulous and hardworking I can save more
patients and protect myself,” she said.

Angels in the Real World
“Dear mom and dad, I am still in the
hospital attending my patients during
this battle against the novel coronavirus.
I see in their eyes the trust and gratitude
they show for our work and their desire to
recover. We are the hope for their lives,”
29-year-old Zhou Qin, a supervisor nurse
of Hunan Provincial Hospital of Traditional

Chinese Medicine wrote on February 1 in
the first letter to her family.
It was the ninth day of Zhou’s work in
the Dabieshan Regional Medical Center in
Huanggang. She decided to tell her parents
that she had came to the frontline of the
battle against novel coronavirus after she
arrived.
“Of course, fear comes naturally. But,
when the duty calls, our sense of mission
prevails,” Zhou said. In this battle, she sees
herself as a warrior.
“We should be optimistic in face of
fear,” said Zhong Yongjian, a nurse with the
Affiliated Hospital to Chengdu University of
Traditional Chinese Medicine. He jokingly
painted “the most handsome man” on the
protective suit of his fellow medical coworker
Zhang Jiwei. 27-year-old Zhong and 25-yearold Zhang were once roomates during their
college days and are colleagues now at the
same department in the same hospital. At
present, they become comrade-in-arms in
the battle against the virus in the Wuhan Red
Cross Hospital.
“We are ordinary people who are also
afraid of getting infected. And at first we
also didn’t know how to operate the new
medical equipment,’ Zhong said. Now, after
much training, he has become very skillful
in operating the machine. “All fear comes
from the sense of uncertainty about the
unknown,” he added.
“There is no time to hesitate, we must

“I have made up my mind to become
a Party member. Now I am even more determined as I am going onto the battlefield
against the novel coronavirus,” said the
Party membership application submitted
by 28-year-old Chen Ping, a nurse of the
First Affiliated Hospital of Xi’an Jiaotong
University, on January 30.
“I have been deeply moved by the
medical staff who have come from all
around the nation. They are all brave
soldiers who dare to brave all the risks
and take responsibilities,” said Chen. She
started her nursing work at the Wuhan
No.9 Hospital on January 26. During a break
time, Chen made a short video titled “Never
Give Up” to cheer her fellows up.
At the Yiling Hospital in Yichang City of
Hubei Province, 15 medical workers submitted their applications to become Party
members, among whom seven are post90s, and 29-year-old Huang Hao is one of
them.
“In the hospital, many soon-to-be retired Party members offered to serve in the
frontline. We were deeply moved by their
heroic move,” Huang said.
Among the 137 members of the first
medical team dispatched from Hunan to
Hubei Province, there are altogether 35
post-90s. Wu Liwei, a nurse from Xiangdong
Hospital affiliated to Hunan Normal
University, is one of them.
“I was nominated as a group leader of
a team of 10. It is my duty and mission as a
CPC member to combat the virus fearlessly
and ensure everyone’s safety,” Wu said
while serving at the Dabieshan Regional
Medical Center in Huanggang city. CI
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Party to Party Brief
May 6
Li Mingxiang, Assistant-minister of the
International Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party
of China (IDCPC), attended an opening
ceremony of the online training workshop of the Prosperity Party of Ethiopia,
and delivered a speech through video
link.

May 9
Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the
CPC Central Committee and Chinese
President sent a verbal message of
thanks to Kim Jong Un, Chairman of the
Workers’ Party of Korea and Chairman
of the State Affairs Commission of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
in reply to an earlier verbal message
from the latter.

May 18
Li Mingxiang, Assistant-minister of the
IDCPC, attended an opening ceremony of the online training workshop for
cadres of Gabonese Democratic Party
(PDG), and delivered a speech via
video link.

May 19
Guo Yezhou, Vice-minister of the
IDCPC, attended a CPC-AL video
conference on COVID-19 response
and governance experience under
the theme of Towards Anti-epidemic
Synergy & Better Governance Practices:
Political Parties at Work. Wang Hesheng,
Director of the Hubei Provincial Health
Commission and Member of the
Standing Committee of the CPC Hubei
Provincial Committee; Faruk Khan,
Presidium Member of the Central
Working Committee of the Awami
League (AL) of Bangladesh; and Zahid
Malik, Minister for Health and Family
Welfare of Bangladesh, attended and
addressed the event.

May 20
Qian Hongshan, Vice-minister of the
IDCPC, met with Nikolai Snopkov, the
new Belarusian Ambassador to China.

May 21
Qian Hongshan, Vice-minister of the
IDCPC, had exchanges via video link
with Fabien Roussel, National Secretary
of the French Communist Party.

May 25
The IDCPC donated epidemic prevention materials to PNG One Nation Party.
The handover ceremony was held at
the Chinese Embassy in Papua New
Guinea.

May 27
Relevant official from the IDCPC had
telephone conversation via video link
with Suos Yara, Member of the Central
Committee of Cambodian People’s
Party (CPP) and Vice Chairman of the
Commission for External Relations of
the CPP Central Committee.

May 29
Li Jun, Vice-minister of the IDCPC attended an online video conference on
COVID-19 response between the ruling
parties of China and Venezuela.

June 2
Qian Hongshan, Vice-minister of
the IDCPC, had communications via
video link with Lars Klingbeil, General
Secretary of the Social Democratic
Party of Germany.

June 2
Li Jun, Vice-minister of the IDCPC,
had telephone conversation via video
link with Yeidckol Polevnsky Gurwitz,
General Secretary of the National
Regeneration Movement of Mexico.
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June 4
Song Tao, Minister of the IDCPC,
had a telephone conversation at request via video link with Dashzegve
Amarbayasgalan, General Secretary
of the Mongolian People’s Party. Song
also had a telephone conversation at
request via video link with José Luis
Gioja, President of the Justicialist Party
and Vice President of the Chamber of
Deputies of Argentina on the same day.

June 5
Wang Yajun, Vice-minister of the IDCPC,
met with Ueno Atsushi, the outgoing
Chief Minister at the Japanese Embassy
in China.

June 8
Qian Hongshan, Vice-minister of
the IDCPC, had communication via
video link with Marek Suski, Vice
Chairman of Parliamentary Group of
the Law and Justice Party of Poland
and Vice President of Polish-Chinese
Parliamentary Group.

June 9
The IDCPC held a video conference
with communist parties of several
Latin American countries including
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Peru,
Uruguay and Venezuela.

June 10
The ruling parties of China and South
Africa held a virtual seminar themed
coordinating COVID-19 response and
economic and social development:
exploration and practice of the ruling
parties of China and South Africa.

June 11
Qian Hongshan, Vice-minister of
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the IDCPC, had exchanges via video
link with Manfred Grund, SecretaryGeneral of the Christian Democratic
Union-Christian Social Union
Parliamentary Group in the German
Bundestag.

June 11
The China-Sri Lanka Belt and Road
political parties joint consultation
mechanism between the CPC and
main political parties of Sri Lanka was
established and the first meeting of
the mechanism, with the theme of
Building the Belt and Road Initiative
and Promoting Economy and
People’s Livelihood, was also held via
video link.

June 15
Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the
CPC Central Committee and Chinese
President sent a verbal message to
Bounnhang Vorachith, General Secretary
of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party
(LPRP) Central Committee and President
of Laos.

June 15
Li Mingxiang, Assistant-minister of the
IDCPC, attended the opening ceremony
of an online training workshop for cadres
of the Alliance for the Republic (APR) of
Senegal and addressed the workshop
via video link. On behalf of Minister Song
Tao and the IDCPC, Li congratulated on
the opening of the workshop and briefed
on outcomes, experience and practices
in COVID-19 response under the CPC’s
leadership.

June 16
Qian Hongshan, Vice-minister of the
IDCPC, held video exchanges with Heinz
Bierbaum, President of Party of the
European Left. Both sides expressed

2020

their willingness to further deepen the
exchanges and cooperation between
the two parties in the new situation and
promote the healthy and stable development of China-Europe relations.

June 19
CPC and Communist Party of Nepal
(CPN) held a seminar on managing the
party and governing the country with the
theme of “build a strong ruling party for
the people and keeping pace with the
times”. Song Tao, Minister of the IDCPC,
Madhav Kumar Nepal, CPN Secretariat
Member and former Premier, and Ishwar
Pokhrel, CPN Secretariat Member,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense attended this seminar together
with over 100 participants.

June 22
The China-Arab States Political Parties
Dialogue Extraordinary Meeting, was held
through video link. Chinese President Xi
Jinping, also General Secretary of the CPC
Central Committee sent a congratulatory
letter on June 22. Song Tao, Minister of
the IDCPC, gave a keynote speech during
the meeting. Zhu Rui, Assistant-minister
of the IDCPC, hosted the opening session.
The meeting ended with the publishing of
a declaration titled Joining Hands against
COVID-19 and Jointly Build a Community
with a Shared Future for China and Arab
States in the New Era.

June 30
The CPC and major political parties from
the Philippines held the First Conference of
China-Philippines Political Parties Belt and
Road Consultation Mechanism via video
link, with the theme--Working Together
to Promote Economic Development and
Improve People’s Lives Through Belt and
Road Cooperation.
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Post-90s CPC Members Learn More
about the CPC Governing Capability
during Anti-Epidemic Battles
The novel coronavirus epidemic has changed young people thinking By Ji Jing

XINHUA

An administrative and law enforcement team made up of young people in a community in Haidian District, Beijing,
keep vigil at the entrance of a building block on May 1

W

hen the novel coronavirus epidemic was at its peak in China, Dou
Huining, a 30-year-old civil servant
and a member of the Communist Party of
China in Tianjin, a port city in north China,
supervised epidemic control measures in
local vegetable markets, kept vigil at the
entrance of residential building blocks and
picked up people returning from overseas
at the airport to take them to designated
hotels for quarantine. “I felt proud to
contribute when we were in a period of
emergency,” she told Beijing Review.
Dou also said her love for the nation
strengthened for the government put people’s lives over everything else and spared no
effort to save patients during the epidemic
prevention and control work.
The epidemic, the biggest public

health crisis since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China in 1949, has
one positive fallout. It has reshaped the
values of young people in China, according to a survey conducted from March to
April by a team under Lian Si, a sociologist
at the University of International Business

and Economics in Beijing.
According to the survey results, 98.5 percent of the respondents said the fight against
the epidemic has once again proved the
wisdom of the leadership of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) and the advantages of
socialism. Also, 98.3 percent said the epidemic control has made them realize that
the CPC provides the core leadership in all
kinds of causes in China. Asked what should
be the foundation of a political party’s governance, 70.2 percent said “putting people first
and seeking benefits for the people” while
only 10.3 percent answered “driving social
and economic development.”
In terms of satisfaction with the epidemic control measures, 93.7 percent said
China’s epidemic control measures have effectively ensured safety of people’s lives and
assets; 92.1 percent said in an emergency,
they would be ready to follow government
rules and management; and 91.7 percent
said the epidemic has raised their recognition of the CPC’s governing concept and
effectiveness.
A student surnamed Lu in the English
Department of Peking University told Beijing
Review that the epidemic made her realize
the advantage of China’s political system.
“After the novel coronavirus outbreak, the
Party and the government swiftly rolled out
a series of epidemic prevention and control
measures such as putting Wuhan, the epicenter of the epidemic, on lockdown and

“I felt proud to contribute when we were
in a period of emergency.”
—Dou Huining, a 30-year-old civil servant in Tianjin
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building temporary hospitals in the city to accommodate the surging number of patients.
These measures effectively curbed the
spread of the epidemic and demonstrated
the governing capability of the CPC.”

Epidemic-fighting
generation
Lian is known for coining the term “ant
tribe” in an eponymous anthropological
book published in 2009. It describes the
life of China’s young college graduates
who were born in the 1980s and are usually from small towns or rural areas. They
dreamed of a better life in big cities but
struggled with low-paying jobs and poor
living standards.
In April, Lian came up with a new term,
“the epidemic-fighting generation,” to describe the young people who took part in the
fight against the epidemic. To learn more
about this generation, Lian’s team sent out
12,433 digital questionnaires to those born
in the 1990s or 2000s and received answers
from 11,736 people.
The respondents come from a wide
range of professions and geographical
areas. Those born in the 1990s accounted
for 80.4 percent of the respondents,
with the rest born in the 2000s. Of those
surveyed, 29.3 percent have participated
in epidemic control. In this group, 26.3
percent work in logistical sectors including
as couriers and truck drivers; 18.4 percent
are community workers, 15.6 percent
community-level officials and 14.1 percent
medical workers. The 70.7 percent who
didn’t participate in epidemic control on
the frontline contributed in various other
ways, including following government
guidelines on epidemic prevention and
control and performing other duties.
The survey studied the impact of the epidemic on young people’s values in natural,
moral, social, political, national and international dimensions.
The relation between man and nature
is the most basic social relation and the
foundation for human survival. The survey
revealed that 96.4 percent of the respondents stated that the epidemic has made
them realize that they shouldn’t eat wild
animals. Also, 95.3 percent said the epidemic
has taught them to have more respect for
nature.

Community workers and volunteers in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province in east China carry daily necessities for
people under quarantine on March 2

Shouldering
responsibilities
The epidemic has also changed young
people’s social values. In terms of social responsibility, 85.3 percent said the heroism
of people fighting the epidemic inspired
them to assume their social responsibilities; 84.6 percent said the epidemic made
them realize they should spend their
youth working where the Party and people
need them most; and 80.3 percent said if
needed, they would go to the frontline of
epidemic control. For young people, social responsibility is no longer an abstract
concept. They have gained a sense of accomplishment and honor from fulfilling
their responsibilities.
Peking University’s Lu said the epidemic
has strengthened her sense of mission and
responsibility. “Young people have played
important roles in the fight against the epidemic. There are many post-90s like me
in the medical teams sent by the Peking
University-affiliated hospitals to Hubei,” she
said, referring to the province in central China

where Wuhan is located. “They fought the
epidemic on the frontline when the country
needed them.”
She herself did what was within her
capacity to contribute to epidemic control.
She compiled articles on COVID-19 and prevention measures with her classmates and
published them online to inform the general
public.
In terms of national values, the epidemic
has enhanced young people’s identification with the Chinese nation. A total of 94.8
percent respondents felt the fight against
the epidemic demonstrated the unity of the
Chinese nation and 98.7 percent felt proud
of being part of the Chinese nation. The love
for the motherland arising from the fight
against the epidemic has become a valuable
spiritual asset for young people to confront
disasters.
Lu said she now has a better understanding of the unity of the Chinese nation. “When
the outbreak occurred, medical teams from
other parts of China went to Wuhan to fight
the epidemic and supplies were sent to
Hubei. The whole country united to overcome difficulties,” she said. CI
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Xi stresses unremitting efforts in
COVID-19 control, coordination
on economic, social development
XINHUA

Chinese President Xi Jinping, also General Secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and
Chairman of the Central Military Commission, delivers an important speech at a meeting to advance the work on
coordinating the prevention and control of the COVID-19 and economic and social development, in Beijing, capital
of China, on February 23, 2020

C

hinese President Xi Jinping on
February 24 stressed unremitting efforts in the prevention and
control of the novel coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) epidemic and coordination in
advancing economic and social development.
Xi, also general secretary of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee and chairman of the Central
Military Commission, made the remarks
when delivering an important speech at
a meeting in Beijing to advance the work
on coordinating the prevention and control of the COVID-19 and economic and
social development.
The Chinese nation has experienced
many ordeals in its history, but it has

never been overwhelmed. Instead, it has
become more and more courageous,
growing up and rising up from the hardships, Xi said.
The epidemic situation remains grim
and complex and it is now a most crucial
moment to curb the spread, he noted.
Xi asked Party committees and governments at all levels to continue to make
unremitting efforts in various prevention
and control work and resume work and
production in an orderly manner.
Efforts should be made to fully unleash the huge potential and powerful
driving force of China’s development and
strive to achieve the goals and tasks for
economic and social development this
year, Xi said.

On behalf of the CPC Central
Committee, Xi extended sincere greetings to Party members, officials and the
general public throughout the country,
especially those in Hubei Province and
its capital city Wuhan, and expressed respect to the medical workers, officers and
soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army
and comrades from various sectors who
have been fighting on the front line of
epidemic prevention and control.
He also expressed his sincere gratitude to compatriots in Hong Kong, Macao
and Taiwan, overseas Chinese, as well as
to countries, international organizations
and friendly people that have provided
various support to the epidemic prevention and control.
Xi also expressed deep condolences
to compatriots and medical personnel
who lost their lives in the fight against
the epidemic, and sincere sympathy to
patients and their families who are struggling with the disease, as well as to the
families of those who died on duty and
the deceased patients.
The meeting on February 24 was
presided over by Li Keqiang and attended
by Li Zhanshu, Wang Yang, Wang Huning,
Zhao Leji and Han Zheng.

Positive trend expanding
Xi said since the start of the outbreak
the CPC Central Committee has attached
great importance to the issue, made
swift deployment, strengthened the centralized, unified leadership of the Party,
requiring Party committees and governments at all levels to put people’s lives
and health as the top priority and adopt
effective measures to curb the spread of
the virus.
The CPC Central Committee has
made it a prominent task to improve the
admission and cure rates and reduce
the infection and mortality rates, Xi said,
noting that Wuhan and Hubei have been
taken as the country’s main battlefield
against the epidemic.
Efforts have also been made to
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strengthen the emergency supply of
medical materials and daily necessities,
safeguard social stability and win the support of the international community, he
added.
The COVID-19 outbreak is a major
public health emergency that has spread
in the fastest speed, caused the most extensive infection and is the most difficult
to contain in the country since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, said
Xi.
“This is both a crisis and a big test
for us,” Xi said, adding that after arduous
work, the positive trend in the prevention
and control work is now expanding.
“It has been proven that the CPC
Central Committee’s judgment on the
situation of the epidemic is accurate, all
work arrangements are timely, and the
measures taken are effective,” said Xi.
“The results of the prevention and
control work have once again demonstrated the notable advantages of the
leadership of the CPC and the system of
socialism with Chinese characteristics,”
he added.

Solid, meticulous efforts
required
Xi called for firm, solid and meticulous
efforts in the epidemic prevention and
control, urging Party committees and
governments at all levels to remain vigilant and make unremitting efforts in the
epidemic prevention and control work.
No victory should be lightly announced until there is a complete win, Xi
said, making the following demands:
—Hubei Province, as well as its capital
city Wuhan, should be safeguarded with
resolute efforts, with focal attention paid
to containing the spread at communities
and treating the patients;
—The epidemic prevention and control work in Beijing should be carried out
with all-out efforts. Both imported cases
and spread within the city should be prevented;
—Medical resources and key supplies
should be allocated in a scientific manner,
providing more protection for the medical workers;
—Scientific research should be accelerated in terms of drug and vaccine
development. Effective diagnosis and
treatment plans should be summarized
and promoted in time;
—International and regional cooperation should be expanded. Good
communication with the World Health
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Organization and experience sharing with
relevant countries should be continued;
—Public communication through
news media should be more effective.
Release of epidemic information should
be improved;
—Social stability should be well
safeguarded. Illegal activities disturbing
medical treatment, epidemic prevention,
and market and social order should be
severely punished.

Impact manageable
The impact of the epidemic on China’s
economic and social development is
temporary and generally manageable, Xi
noted.
He said the COVID-19 epidemic will
inevitably deal a relatively big blow to
China’s economic and social development. However, at such a time it is even
more important to view China’s develop-
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ment in a comprehensive, dialectical and
long-term perspective, and to strengthen
and firm up confidence.
In general, the fundamentals of
China’s long-term sound economic
growth remain unchanged, Xi added.

Orderly resumption of
work, production
Stressing orderly resumption of work
and production, Xi made specific requirements to that end.
Each region should adopt a precise
approach when advancing resumption of
work and production based on local health
risks, Xi said.
Regions with relatively low risks should
reorient their disease prevention and control strategies as soon as possible to focus
on forestalling imported cases and comprehensively restoring the order of production
and life, Xi said.
Medium-risk regions should promote
work and production resumption in an
orderly manner based on local epidemiccontrol situations, while high-risk regions
should continue to be fully committed to
doing a good job in epidemic prevention
and control, he said.
Xi stressed strengthening the regulation role of macro-economic policies,
calling for more positivity in the country’s
proactive fiscal policy and the roll-out of
more targeted interim policies in cutting
taxes and fees to help micro, small and
medium-sized firms tide over difficulties.
Besides, the prudent monetary policy
should feature more flexibility and moderation, Xi said, calling for making good use of
existing financial support policies and introducing new policies and measures in due
course.
China will step up efforts to keep employment stable, with all-round measures
to cut corporate burdens, keep the payroll
stable, and create more jobs, Xi said, adding
that in addressing the outstanding problems of serious scarcity of workers in some
enterprises, high pressure in keeping the
payroll stable, and difficulty of key groups
to obtain employment, efforts should be
given to support flexible employment
through multiple channels and facilitate
employment of college graduates.
The country should resolutely accomplish the task of alleviating poverty despite
the impact of the epidemic, Xi said, urging efforts to help poor workers return to
their posts in an orderly manner, support
leading poverty alleviation enterprises and
workshops to resume work as soon as possible, and improve mechanisms to prevent
people from returning to poverty.

Party and state leaders Xi Jinping, Li Keqiang, Li Zhanshu, Wang Yang, Wang Huning, Zhao Leji and Han Zheng attend a meeting to advance the work on coordinating the prevention and control of the COVID-19 and economic
and social development, in Beijing, on February 23

Xi underscored efforts to push for the
resumption of work and production with
precise epidemic prevention and control
strategies, while smoothing travels and
logistics channels and lifting cargo transport bans to push all links in the industrial
chains to resume work and production in a
coordinated way.
The country should actively expand
effective domestic demand, fast-track
the progress of projects under construction and new ones, as well as enhance
guarantees for labor, land, funds and other
production factors.
In the meantime, China will ensure the
timely agriculture work in spring, Xi said.
In doing so, he urged efforts to address
the protruding issues in spring farming
preparation and ensure well-organized
production, transportation and supply of
farming materials.
Xi also noted that people’s basic livelihood
should be guaranteed, such as the supply of
staple and non-staple food. Enhanced efforts
should be made to take care of those in need
as well as those losing their family members
due to the epidemic. Efforts should also be
made to coordinate medical treatment for
patients with other diseases.
The country should keep the foreign trade
and investment stable amid the epidemic
outbreak, Xi stressed.
Foreign trade policy tools like export tax
rebates and export credit insurances should
be put to good and full play to ensure smooth
operation of foreign trade industrial chains
and supply chains.
Major foreign investment projects should

be well implemented, while opening-up of finance and other services should be expanded.
Business environment should continue to be
optimized to strengthen foreign businesses’
confidence in long-term investment and operation in China, Xi said.
In order to win the people’s war against
the epidemic, the Party’s leadership should
be strengthened, Xi said.
Xi required cadres at all levels, especially the leading officials, to take initiative
in fulfilling duties.
Cadres who make outstanding contributions should be awarded, while those
who fail to perform their duties should be
held accountable, Xi noted.
Stressing more care for primary-level
cadres, Xi called for solving their practical
difficulties in a timely manner and resolutely rectifying the practice of formalities
for formalities’ sake and bureaucratism.
Xi also required summing up experience and drawing lessons from the weak
links exposed in the epidemic to improve
the ability to deal with major public health
emergencies.
While presiding over the meeting, Li
Keqiang called for rallying more closely
around the CPC Central Committee with
Comrade Xi Jinping at the core and required
the solid and precise implementation of
the decisions and policies made by the CPC
Central Committee.
Li demanded efforts to achieve this year’s
economic and social development goals and
tasks, and secure finishing the building of a
moderately prosperous society in all respects
and completing the 13th Five-Year Plan. CI
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Basic protective measures
against the new coronavirus
Stay aware of the latest information on the
COVID-19 outbreak, available on the WHO website and through your national and local public
health authority. COVID-19 is still affecting
mostly people in China with some outbreaks

in other countries. Most people who become
infected experience mild illness and recover,
but it can be more severe for others. Take care
of your health and protect others by doing the
following:

Wash your hands frequently
Regularly and thoroughly clean your hands with an alcoholbased hand rub or wash them with soap and water.
Why? Washing your hands with soap and water or using alcoholbased hand rub kills viruses that may be on your hands.
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Maintain social distancing
Maintain at least 1 metre (3 feet) distance between yourself and
anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
Why? When someone coughs or sneezes they spray small liquid droplets from their nose or mouth which may contain virus. If
you are too close, you can breathe in the droplets, including the
COVID-19 virus if the person coughing has the disease.

Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth
Why? Hands touch many surfaces and can pick up viruses.
Once contaminated, hands can transfer the virus to your eyes, nose
or mouth. From there, the virus can enter your body and can make
you sick.

Practice respiratory hygiene
Make sure you, and the people around you, follow good respiratory hygiene. This means covering your mouth and nose with your
bent elbow or tissue when you cough or sneeze. Then dispose of
the used tissue immediately.
Why? Droplets spread virus. By following good respiratory hygiene you protect the people around you from viruses such as cold,
flu and COVID-19.

2020

the directions of your local health authority.
Why? National and local authorities will have the most up to
date information on the situation in your area. Calling in advance
will allow your health care provider to quickly direct you to the right
health facility. This will also protect you and help prevent spread of
viruses and other infections.

Stay informed and follow advice given
by your healthcare provider
Stay informed on the latest developments about COVID-19.
Follow advice given by your healthcare provider, your national and
local public health authority or your employer on how to protect
yourself and others from COVID-19.
Why? National and local authorities will have the most up to
date information on whether COVID-19 is spreading in your area.
They are best placed to advise on what people in your area should
be doing to protect themselves. CI
Scan to watch the videos

If you have fever, cough and difficulty
breathing, seek medical care early
Stay home if you feel unwell. If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical attention and call in advance. Follow

Source: World Health Organization
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Rays of Hope
Trial of treatments for COVID-19 gathers steam By Ji Jing

Combining East and West
TCM prescriptions are part of the national treatment guidelines for COVID-19.
According to the NATCM, by February
17, over 60,000 patients confirmed with
COVID-19, or 85.2 percent of all confirmed
cases, had been treated with TCM.
The NATCM has conducted clinical
trials in Shanxi, Hebei, Heilongjiang and
Shaanxi provinces to select effective prescriptions and promote them nationwide.
“We have introduced TCM since the onset
of the epidemic and combined it with Western
medicine in the treatment. Clinical practice
indicates that combined Chinese and Western
medical treatment is effective in treating the
novel coronavirus pneumonia,”

XINHUA

A

t the Jiangxia Hospital, a hospital converted from the Dahuashan Outdoor
Sports Center in Jiangxia District in
Wuhan, a national team of over 200 traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) experts are
using TCM to treat mildly infected patients.
Among the converted hospitals in Wuhan,
the city where the novel coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) epidemic has been the most severe, the Jiangxia Hospital is the only one to
provide mainly TCM treatments.
Every morning, TCM experts, after
examining patients’ pulse and tongue,
give them decoctions to treat COVID-19.
Patients are also given granulated medicine
for fever, cough, anxiety and insomnia.
Auxiliary treatments are used as well,
such as auricular therapy, stimulating of
pressure points on the ear, and moxibustion, burning moxa, a cone or stick made
of ground mugwort leaves, on or near
the body’s meridians and pressure points.
In addition, patients are taught tai chi,
a Chinese martial art practiced for both
defense and health benefits. For patients
who need them, the hospital also provides
some Western treatments.
According to the National
Administration of Traditional Chinese
Medicine (NATCM), by February 21, nearly
3,200 TCM doctors from across the country
had been sent to Hubei Province in central
China where Wuhan is located. Of them,
700 took up their posts at four hospitals in
Wuhan, including the Jiangxia Hospital.

Cai Taoying, a nurse who has recovered from COVID-19, donates plasma in Wuhan on February 17

Yu Yanhong, an NATCM official, said
at a press conference held by the State
Council Information Office in Wuhan on
February 20.
“In mild cases, TCM can help treat fever, cough and lack of strength, reduce the
time of hospitalization, and prevent mild
cases from developing into serious ones. In
critical cases, TCM can alleviate symptoms
and reduce the death rate,” Yu added.
According to her, research has shown
that mildly infected patients who received a
combination of Chinese and Western medical treatment had their clinical symptoms
disappear two days earlier than the normal
time. Their temperature returned to normal
1.7 days earlier and hospitalization time
was reduced by 2.2 days on average.
TCM has also been administered to
those who have been in close contact with
the infected or those susceptible to the
disease to improve their immunity and prevent and reduce infection. It is also used on
patients with mild symptoms.

Multiple measures
Blood plasma collected from people
who have recovered from COVID-19 is be-

ing used in critical cases.
On February 14, research proving the
effectiveness and safety of using plasma
from recovered COVID-19 patients to treat
critically ill patients passed ethical review
at the Jinyintan Hospital in Wuhan. The
treatment has also been included in the
national treatment guideline.
Zeng Fandian, a professor of clinical
pharmacology at Tongji Medical College in
Wuhan, explained the use of plasma in the
treatment of COVID-19 patients in an interview with Wuhan Evening News.
When the virus attacks, the human body
produces antibody to fight the invader. After
the patients recover, the antibody remains
in their plasma. Zeng compared the treatment to patients borrowing “weapons” from
recovered patients to combat the virus. He
said the method has been used in many epidemic outbreaks before, including the severe
acute respiratory syndrome and Ebola.
“As COVID-19 is a new infectious disease and has no effective medicine, the
plasma treatment is used based on past
experiences. However, it’s an explorative
treatment and its effectiveness and safety
have yet to be proven through clinical trials,” he added.
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Potential treatment methods
Xu Nanping, Vice Minister of Science
and Technology, said at a press conference

Doctors of Peking University Third Hospital, a renowned hospital in Beijing, say goodbye to a patient to be
discharged from a ward in Wuhan on February 19
XINHUA

Liu Bende, Vice President of the Jiangxia
First People’s Hospital in Wuhan, told
Wuhan Evening News that plasma treatment can greatly reduce the death rate for
critically ill patients but it cannot be applied
to all patients. The elderly, those who have
other serious diseases and those allergic to
plasma cannot be treated with it. Also, patients who have had respiratory or cardiac
failure or other organ failure should avoid
the treatment in case the plasma transfusion puts greater pressure on their heart
and exacerbates damage to other organs.
The donors also have to meet multiple
requirements. For instance, they should be
confirmed COVID-19 patients who were
hospitalized for treatment and discharged
at least one week before the plasma donation. They should also be between 18 and
55 years. Female donors should weigh at
least 45 kg and males above 50 kg. They
should have no chronic diseases such as
diabetes or cardiovascular and cerebrovascular diseases.
Not all cured patients are qualified or
willing to donate their plasma, leading to a
shortage of plasma. Deng Yiyu, head of the
Department of Critical Care Medicine at the
Guangdong Provincial People’s Hospital in
south China, told 21st Century Business
Herald that the plasma treatment should
be used only for select critically ill patients.
The amount of plasma required is large. A
critically ill patient might need the plasma
of seven to 10 recovered patients with the
same blood type.
Quan Jun, a professor with the
Infectious Disease Department of the
Xiangya Hospital, told the National Business
Daily that even if a plasma transfusion helps
clear the virus, the inflammation it has already caused might still harm the organs.
Therefore the treatment may not be effective for all patients.
Chloroquine phosphate, an anti-malarial drug, has also been confirmed to have
some curative effect on COVID-19. The
drug, in use for more than 70 years, was
selected from tens of thousands of existing
drugs after multiple rounds of screening. It
was under clinical trial at over 10 hospitals
in Beijing, as well as in Guangdong and
Hunan Province in central China. Finally,
it was also included in the national treatment guideline for COVID-19 published on
February 19.

Tu Li, head nurse of the First Hospital of Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, uses auricular therapy on a patient
in the Jiangxia Hospital in Wuhan, Hubei Province, on February 25

on February 21 that three treatment methods are undergoing large-scale trial.
The first is Favipiravir, an antiviral drug
that has shown potential in treating the
novel coronavirus. Trials conducted in
Shenzhen in Guangdong have shown
promising results. However, experts suggest the trials be expanded to test patients’
tolerance.
The second is mesenchymal stem cell
treatment. Mesenchymal stem cells have
a high self-renewal rate and are distributed
widely in the body. This treatment was used
on four critical patients who recovered but
its clinical trial needs be expanded.
The third is the United States biotech
company Gilead Sciences’ experimental
drug Remdesivir. At present 10 hospitals

are participating in the clinical trial of the
drug, involving over 200 critically ill patients
and more than 30 mild cases.
Chinese scientists are also racing to develop vaccines. Zeng Yixin,
Deputy Director of the National Health
Commission, said at a news conference
on February 21 that some projects have
entered the stage of animal testing. “[We]
foresee that as soon as April to May,
some vaccines could enter clinical trial,
or under specific conditions, could be
applied for emergency use,” he said. “Our
goal is that if required by the outbreak
situation, the emergency use of vaccines, as well as the emergency review
and approval process, can be activated
in accordance with the law.” CI
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Traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM) hospital in Wuhan’s
coronavirus fight
XINHUA

T

he first batch of 23 patients walked
out of a temporary hospital featuring
traditional Chinese medicine (TCM)
Wednesday in Wuhan, the epicenter of the
coronavirus outbreak in central China’s
Hubei Province.
The makeshift hospital in Wuhan’s
Jiangxia District was transformed from a
sports center.
Medical staff from 20 TCM hospitals of
five provinces took charge of the infected
patients in the hospital with support from
the district TCM hospital. It is Wuhan’s first
temporary hospital that followed the treatment and management mode of TCM
hospitals in China. CI

A medical worker examines a patient with traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) therapies at a temporary hospital in
Jiangxia District in Wuhan, central China’s Hubei Province, February 25
XINHUA

Medical workers examine a patient with
TCM therapies at a temporary hospital
in Jiangxia District in Wuhan
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Medical workers treat a patient with TCM therapies at a temporary hospital in Jiangxia District in Wuhan, February 25
XINHUA
XINHUA

Nurse Tu Li (right) prepares to treat a patient with TCM therapies at a temporary
hospital in Jiangxia District in Wuhan, February 25

Medical worker Zhan Min (right) treats a patient with traditional Chinese medicine (TCM)
therapies at a temporary hospital in Jiangxia District in Wuhan, February 25
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Medical worker Yi Qin teaches as
patients follow during a traditional
Chinese physical exercises session
at a temporary hospital in Jiangxia
District in Wuhan, February 25
XINHUA

Nurse Tu Li (right) treats a patient with TCM
therapies at a temporary hospital in Jiangxia
District in Wuhan, February 25
XINHUA

Medical worker Wu Zhiting takes
boxes of concentrate granules from
a shelf at the mobile emergency
smart pharmacy for TCM at a temporary hospital in Jiangxia District in
Wuhan, February 26
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Joining Hands to Meet Challenges
China cooperates with international community to combat COVID-19

C

urrently, the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) has broken out in many
countries and the situation in some
countries has worsened. While continuing to
keep the epidemic under effective prevention and control within the country, China has
also spared no efforts to provide assistance to
the international community.
According to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, a total of 62 countries and seven
international organizations have donated

epidemic-control materials including
masks and protective suits to China as
of March 2. It’s not just the quantity that
is important; there are many touching
stories behind the assistance at a difficult
time. Myanmar donated rice, Sri Lanka
offered black tea, Mongolia provided with
30,000 sheep while Pakistan took out
its inventory masks from hospitals nationwide … These are all symbols of true
friendship. As the saying goes, a friend in

need is a friend indeed. This kindness will
not be forgotten by the Chinese people.
China in turn is offering help to countries suffering from the outbreak. To
date, the country has provided test kits
to Japan, Pakistan and the African Union,
and shared its medical solutions and dispatched specialists to many countries.
The Chinese Government, organizations,
enterprises and individuals are ready to
extend support to the world as a whole. CI

HIENSE EMBASSY IN IRAN

Chinese Ambassador to Israel Chang Hua (third from right) and an official from the Iranian Health Ministry welcome a volunteer team of the Red
Cross Society of China in Teheran, Iran, on February 29. On February 28, State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi had a phone call with Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif. When the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) broke out in China, Iran was the first country to extend its
sympathy. China will never forget it. Recently there have been more COVID-19 cases in Iran. China has made an emergency donation of nucleic acid
detection kits and medical equipment to Iran. China will continue to help Iran within its capacity in line with the needs of the Iranian side, which will
include cooperation in areas such as epidemic prevention and control and medical treatment, Wang said.
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CHINESE EMBASSY IN SOUTH KOREA

Chinese Ambassador to South Korea Xing Haiming (center) and other members of the embassy cheer up for Daegu, in Seoul, South Korea, on February 27.
The embassy donated around 25,000 medical masks to Daegu to support the city hit by the COVID-19 outbreak. On the banner hung on the supply truck
to the city was written a poem from Choe Chi-won, an ancient well-known Korean scholar who pursued studies in China during the Tang dynasty for many
years. The poem reads, “Long distance cannot separate us, and we all live in a united world.”
CHINA DAILY

A cargo of donated masks is off-loaded at Narita International Airport in Tokyo, on March 3. Jack Ma, co-founder of Hangzhou-based e-commerce giant Alibaba, has donated 1 million facial masks to Japan in return for the generous help Japan gave China when the latter was hit severely by COVID-19. The Jack
Ma Foundation and the Alibaba Foundation announced on March 2 that the masks will be donated to Japan to help alleviate suffering during the epidemic.
“Like the mountain range that stretches before you and me, let’s share the same trials and hardships together. We hope everything will get better soon,”
Ma said on his Weibo account, citing an old Chinese poem.
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Members of a Chinese volunteer group distribute masks to local people in Nagoya, Japan, February 20. As COVID-19 continues to spread in Japan, many overseas Chinese
there have voluntarily come out on the streets to distribute masks to the local people, expressing gratitude to the Japanese people for their selfless help to China during the
virus outbreak.
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MFA on Health Regulation for
Overseas Arrivals:
Chinese and Foreign Nationals
Treated as Equals

O

XINHUA

n 28 February,
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao
Lijian gave a regular press
conference. One question
was: with the COVID-19 outbreak spreading in the ROK,
Japan and other countries,
Chinese cities and provinces
like Beijing and Shandong
have tightened overall
public health regulation on
overseas arrivals. In Beijing,
anyone who comes from or
has been to a country or region severely affected by the
epidemic needs to be quarantined for 14 days. Does
that mean a full upgrade of
restrictions for foreign nationals entering into China?
Zhao Lijian said that
the fight against the
epidemic has entered a
critical and most demanding stage. Across China,
rigorous measures are being taken to prevent any
possible resurgence. As the Passengers arrive at the Qingdao Liuting International Airport on February 25. The airport took initiative to communicate with foreign
epidemic spreads overseas, passengers to better ensure the epidemic control, and since February 24, it adopted stricter measures to manage people who entered
China.
Beijing has stepped up
health regulation for overseas arrivals. Those who come from or
have been to severely affected regions
applies to all overseas arrivals who come
sion. The special measures at a special
are recommended to receive a 14-day
from or have been to severely affected
moment have been understood and
medical observation at home or in desigcountries or regions, and equally applies
supported by the Chinese people, and
nated places. Foreign nationals are also
to Chinese and foreign nationals. WHO
they will surely have the understanding
asked to comply with health regulation
experts pointed out that China’s strateand cooperation of relevant countries.
measures of their residential commuChina will work with those countries
gic and tactical approach to epidemic
nities to jointly prevent the risk of the
to jointly take prevention and control
control, including quarantine measures,
epidemic.
measures, and more effectively protect
have been proven correct, and helped
the life and health of Chinese and forsignificantly curb the spread of the virus
Zhao stressed that the epidemic
and block human-to-human transmiseign nationals. CI
control regulation in places like Beijing

92

SPECIAL ISSUE AGAINST CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19)

2020

COVID-19 May Not Have
Originated in China, Expert Says
XINHUA

Zhong Nanshan in this file photo

I

nitially reported to have originated in
the now-dismantled Huanan Seafood
Wholesale Market in Wuhan, the epicenter in Hubei Province, central China,
the source of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) now remains unknown as
new evidence challenges the original assumption.
“The first case of novel coronavirus
pneumonia was reported in China, but
its source may not be in the country,”
renowned respiratory expert Zhong
Nanshan said at a news briefing in
Guangzhou, Guangdong Province in
south China, on February 27.
The new paper, which has not yet
been peer-reviewed, co-authored by
researchers from three Chinese institutions and published on February 21

on the distribution platform ChinaXiv,
suggests that “the SARS-CoV-2 source
at the ... market was imported from elsewhere.” Health officials generally believe
the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes the
disease known as Covid-19, originated
in Wuhan.
Gene sequencing technology was
used by scientists to analyze the haplotypes of 93 virus samples, which found
that all the samples with a reported link
to the market contained the same haplotype, called H1. But they later found
that three more ancestral haplotypes,
H3, H13 and H38, appeared in several
cases with no reported ties to the market, including one in the southern city
of Shenzhen and another in the U.S.
According to the World Health

Organization, cases of COVID-19 of unknown origin have emerged, including a
woman in the U.S. who had not traveled
to regions affected by the outbreaks.
Germany and France also reported two
such cases.
“It’s what is happening in the rest of
the world that is now our greatest concern,” said the WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. “We are
at a decisive point.”
The paper follows on research published on January in the medical journal
The Lancet challenging the hypothesis
that the virus emerged at the Wuhan
market. That paper analyzed 41 infected
patients whose cases dated as far back
as December 1 and concluded that 13 of
them had no links to the marketplace. CI
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The World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (center) speaks at a daily briefing in Geneva, Switzerland, February 27

Phyloepidemiologic
analyses indicate the
SARS-CoV-2 source at
the Huanan market
should be imported
from other places

A screenshot of the paper published on ChinaXiv
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The Strength of Solidarity
China’s victory over the novel coronavirus pneumonia will benefit the rest of
the world By George N. Tzogopoulos

F

or almost a month, China has been
engaged in a heroic fight against the
novel coronavirus pneumonia (NCP).
According to World Health Organization
(WHO) data, as of February 10, there were
40,235 confirmed cases and 909 deaths.
While the problem is principally in Hubei
Province in central China with 29,631 cases,
other provinces such as Guangdong in
the south, Zhejiang in the east, and Henan
in central China, have also been affected,
though to a much lower extent.
In other countries, 319 cases in total
have been reported. These countries include
Singapore, the Republic of Korea, Japan,
Thailand, the U.S., France and Germany.
Although the novel coronavirus is not the
same virus that caused the severe acute respiratory syndrome in 2003, it has drawn some
parallels in analysis because both epidemics
broke out in the same country.

Effective measures
While China has been significantly transformed in comparison to 17 years ago, it is
still encountering significant challenges as an
emerging economy. This becomes evident in
the 2009 Global Health Security Index, a project by the Johns Hopkins University Center
for Health Security and the Nuclear Threat
Initiative using research by the Economist
Intelligence Unit. The index links relevant
capabilities with the level of income and puts
China in the 51st position out of 195 countries.
A public disease can start everywhere and
makes no exemptions. Developed countries
have also seriously suffered from them. The
H1N1 influenza that appeared in 2009 was
first found in human beings in Mexico before
reaching the U.S. In April that year, the U.S.
had to declare a public health emergency,

The author is director of
EU-China Programs at the
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which was renewed in July and October.
The incidence of illness continued to rise
and then President Barack Obama announced
the influenza had constituted a national
emergency. Estimated fatalities in the U.S.,
according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, were 12,469. At that time,
Beijing took successful measures to prevent
the spread of H1N1. According to a China
Youth Daily poll, the measures were highly appreciated by an overwhelming majority of the
Chinese society.
The Chinese Government’s battle against
the NCP outbreak is multifaceted. The intensive support being offered to patients daily,
including psychological counseling; the construction of two hospitals in Wuhan in only a
few days; along with implementing numerous
controls. Measure people’s temperature in
public places are indicative of that.
Additionally, efforts to test medicines and
develop a vaccine are expanding. The speed,
scale and efficiency of the response have
been praised by WHO Director General Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
Moreover, the government is providing
financial assistance to citizens and companies
suffering economic losses due to the disruption in their activities. This is the true meaning
of a governmental social policy. When people
are helpless due to a crisis beyond their
means, the state needs to intervene.
As far as the international reaction is concerned, there are countries that are helping.
Daily briefings at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
refer to specific cases along with the government’s appreciation of support in difficult
times.
A remarkable one is that of Japan, which
has sent face masks, goggles, protective suits
and other supplies for epidemic prevention
and control. U.S. President Donald Trump
congratulated—in a tweet—his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping for the latter’s attempts
to alleviate the crisis and for transparency in
governmental policies. In his 2020 State of
the Union address too, Trump spoke about
coordination of actions with China.

International reactions
Despite the good intentions of some
governments, the role of the international

media in the coverage of the NCP has been
largely unfair. The media are more interested in publishing stories that appeal to their
readers and audiences than conducting a
thorough research on the matter.
A few years ago, I wrote a book about
the coverage of the Greek economic crisis
in the international media and concluded
that many journalists had unreservedly vilified Greece and its citizens without having
a clear idea about the problem or having
visited the country. This is what is currently
happening with the case of the NCP and
China. You don’t have to be an expert in
political communication to understand that
the criticism of the Chinese Government
comes from the Sinophobia in the Western
discourse.
Sadly, there have been incidents of racism and xenophobia against the Chinese
and people with Asian features. Fear and
panic fueled by media reports lead individuals to occasionally show an unacceptable
attitude.
But on a positive note, there are journalists across the world who condemn
this behavior and warn about the impact
of prejudices. People in Europe, where the
racist incidents occurred, are more likely
to be infected by seasonal influenza than
the NCP. Countries that do not follow WHO
guidelines and decide to suspend all flights
to China will realize that it will damage their
national economies.
This Spring Festival was certainly different. Numerous people had to stay at
home and cancel their holiday or business
schedule for safety reasons. Despite the
inconvenience due to the precautions and
the uncertainty about the evolution of the
public health crisis, the Chinese society has
remained united. This is perhaps China’s
most important ‘profit’ in the last weeks.
Even under extreme circumstances,
the public is determined to fight together
with biologists, doctors and the authorities
and tackle the problem. This mentality can
be rarely understood in the West, where
critics of China and its governance model
abound.
The Chinese leadership has not looked
for excuses even though the international
criticism against it has been often unfair. CI
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Tools for Recovery
Strong fundamentals will see the economy rebound after temporary setback
By Lan Xinzhen

The author is a commentator
of Beijing Review

XINHUA

D

oes the novel coronavirus outbreak
mean economic opportunities for the
U.S. that wouldn’t have been possible
under normal circumstances? Some U.S.
media and officials seem to hold that unkind
hope. However, it is unlikely as the impact of
the virus on China’s economy will be temporary and limited.
Economic opportunities should be
seized by fair competition. The U.S.,
whenever it loses chances in international
economic activities due to reasons of its
own making, tends to blame others. It has
blamed Japan, the EU and especially China,
after the latter’s rapid economic growth,
to the extent of slandering it and starting
a trade war. Now with China engaged in
fighting an epidemic, some in the U.S. pin
their hope on extracting economic mileage
from the virus.
They forget the H1N1 influenza outbreak in the U.S. in 2009 that was declared
a public health emergency of international
concern with a 17.4-percent mortality rate.
The fatality incidence of the pandemic was
eight times higher than the novel coronavirus. The ongoing flu season in the U.S.
had affected 19 million people, with at least
10,000 deaths from September 2019 to
the end of January, according to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
However, neither epidemic made the U.S.
economy crumble. Given the strong resilience of the Chinese economy, the current
challenge will not hinder its future growth
either.
China has its own advantages, which
have laid a solid foundation for its economic growth despite criticism of the Chinese
system by the U.S. media and certain politicians. This system has powered China to

The Hodo Group’s production line turns out protective suits in Wuxi, Jiangsu Province in east China, on February 8

mobilize all sections of society to fight the
epidemic in accordance with international
practices. China is following an integrated
approach combining domestic and international methods and forces. Unfortunately,
many U.S. politicians are unable to recognize China’s huge potential.
The Chinese financial system has
matured with the ability to cope with economic uncertainties and risks, a reason why
the outbreak will not affect the economy in
the long term. Having withstood the 1997
Asian financial crisis and the 2008 global
financial crisis, the country has established
a sound response mechanism. With over $3
trillion in foreign exchange reserves, a low

fiscal deficit and a stable debt level, it can
tackle any unexpected situation.
China’s industrial structure has been
upgraded, with equipment and hi-tech
manufacturing taking the lead, while
emerging industries and new forms of business have been rapidly developed. In 2019,
for example, the value-added industrial
output expanded 5.7 percent year on year,
and production in strategic emerging industries increased 8.4 percent. The output
of new products, such as urban rail vehicles
and solar cells, rose 32.6 percent and 26.8
percent, respectively, year on year.
In addition, China has a well-developed
logistics industry and highway, railway and
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A worker loads livestock feed at an animal feed mill in Qinzhou, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in south
China, on February 9
XINHUA

shipping networks with a fairly comprehensive industrial system. These will help
stabilize and maintain its manufacturing
advantages.
So which enterprises are moving their
factories back to the U.S. because of the
outbreak, as U.S. Commerce Secretary
Wilbur Ross anticipated? Well, none so far.
The seven-day Spring Festival holiday
and the National Day holiday week in
October every year mark the peak seasons
for the tourism, catering, entertainment
and other service sectors in China. The
outbreak affected consumption during
one of the two most important holidays,
which will certainly have some fallout. The
restrictions by some countries on Chinese
goods and travel will also have an impact
on China’s imports and exports and lead
to a decline in the economic growth in the
first quarter.
However, the government has already rolled out measures to stabilize the
economy. The central bank has released
1.7 trillion yuan ($233 billion) to maintain
adequate liquidity in the banking system
during epidemic control. Countercyclical
adjustments will be boosted to keep market liquidity at a reasonable and ample
level. So far, the financial market has been
running smoothly.
On February 1, the central bank and
four other authorities—the Ministry
of Finance, the China Banking and
Insurance Regulatory Commission, the
China Securities Regulatory Commission
and the State Administration of Foreign
Exchange—jointly issued 30 measures
to increase financial support for small and
micro businesses, private enterprises,
manufacturing and other key sectors. The
central bank has also provided relending
funds of 300 billion yuan ($42.97 billion)
to national and local banks in the worsthit regions so that they can offer loans at
discounted interest rates to key manufacturers of medical supplies and daily
necessities.
In 2003, China’s economy declined
in the second quarter due to the severe
acute respiratory syndrome. But then it rebounded with an annual economic growth
rate of 9.1 percent. Similarly, while the current outbreak will affect economic growth
temporarily, once the epidemic is under
control, the economy will return to stable
growth, and the consumption and investment disturbed by the virus will rebound,
leading to economic recovery. CI
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A staff member at a village checkpoint in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province in east China, shows how to obtain instant data for epidemic prevention and control on February 20

Head in the Cloud
Tech companies empower China during epidemic
By Li Fangfang

W

hen the severe acute respiratory
syndrome (SARS) virus struck 17
years ago, China was inching its
way toward the information era. Alibaba
was building the online shopping platform
Taobao and developing its payment service
Alipay, and the number of registered users of
Tencent’s instant messaging service QQ had
just exceeded 100 million.
“TV news programs were a major
source of information for people like me
to find out what was going on,” said Sunny
Jiang to Pandaily.com about his experience in 2003. “My entire family freaked
out when my dad got a fever, but we were
too afraid to go to the hospital.” Luckily, his
father only had the common flu.
Today, those startups from 2003 have
grown into tech giants and have paved the
way for the country to deal with national

emergencies and make it possible for people to live an alternative life at home during
the novel coronavirus outbreak.

Locked down but connected
Since the majority of Chinese people
were encouraged to stay home as a precaution against contagion, the question of
how to keep them informed and their daily
life running has been answered by a modern, top-notch online infrastructure.
Now, people wake up every morning
and can get information about the latest
novel coronavirus cases from various channels on their phones or computers, such as
newsfeeds, dashboards, news portals and
text messages.
On January 23, Wuhan, the hardest-hit

city in Hubei Province in central China, was
put on lockdown, followed by several other
cities. Four days later, the government
extended the holiday and advised people
to work from home, a measure which was
seen as a way to contribute to the national
fight against the virus.
Media and online platforms quickly
responded to misleading rumors, which
helped people realize how easily fake news
can spread during an epidemic.
WeChat, Tencent’s popular multipurpose app, became one of the main
channels for residents to reach out for help.
A mini-app on WeChat called Jiaozhen was
launched on January 25 to help users filter
out fake news, with expert explanations
given for fast-spreading information that
often proved to be false.

Practical ties
Thousands of WeChat groups have
been established among communities,
companies and non-governmental organizations, bridging the gap between people
in need and people who can help.
Du Yun, a general practitioner in Wuhan’s
Fangcao Community with over 5,000 residents, invited doctors and nurses who live in
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the community to join a WeChat group as a
first step to address the epidemic.
“I suggested medical workers offer
professional advice and psychological consultation for residents since the epidemic
can easily cause panic,” Du said. “Having a
fever doesn’t necessarily mean one is carrying the novel coronavirus.”
The group has also turned into a logistics platform where community workers
can buy daily necessities for residents who
can then use a QR code to pay for them.
Without ever having to meet face to face,
social life continues.
Given that it is flu season in China, it is
imperative to identify between a common
respiratory illness and a viral pneumonia.
This reassures people immediately and alleviates the burden of hospitals which may
suffer shortages of medical personnel and
materials.
But when community workers are unable to meet the needs of all who reach
out, residents sometimes have to turn
elsewhere for answers. As a result, many
companies have launched online medical
consultation services. On these platforms
doctors or their artificial intelligence (AI)
peers offer free advice.
Tencent launched a WeChat-based
medical consultation platform for pneumonia-related questions for people with minor
symptoms, partnering with five other popular online healthcare services including
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Dingxiang Yisheng and Haodf.com, which
have recruited 10,000 licensed doctors
from all over the country. Alibaba and Baidu
are offering similar services.
As of January 30, the number of visits
to Alibaba’s free consultation program offered on Taobao and Alipay had reached
2.8 million, with 90 percent coming from
Wuhan. More than 530,000 consultations
had been answered on a platform initiated
by the smartphone app Chunyu Yisheng as
of February 1, according to Jiemian.com, a
news portal owned by the Shanghai United
Media Group.
In addition, many other online-to-offline
services have taken up their social responsibility. Ride-hailing services are playing
a role as volunteer drivers help transport
people to hospitals in areas where public
transportation has been suspended. The
on-demand service Meituan Waimai’s distribution channels have become the only
way for many small restaurants to purchase
materials, and the company has promised
to guarantee catering services for frontline
medical workers and senior nursing homes.
NetEase is providing classes for primary
school students in Hubei, while ByteDance
is inviting physicians to talk about novel
coronavirus-related issues and safety
measures on its popular mobile platforms
Toutiao and Douyin (TikTok).
The cybersecurity solution provider
Qihoo 360 has launched a system of
XINHUA

A medical worker introduces a food delivery robot in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province in south China on February 7.
Hi-tech is being used in the city in the prevention and control of the novel coronavirus
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reporting and statistics-gathering for community-based prevention and control. It
identifies residents or visitors to a community and records their body temperature,
which helps community workers collect
real-time epidemic data that they then can
report to local governments in a unified
format.

For the public good
Since the novel coronavirus outbreak,
at least 60 tech companies have rushed to
provide support in various forms, according
to data by news portal iFeng.com.
Alibaba Cloud, currently the country’s
largest cloud-computing service platform,
announced on January 29 that it will make
all its AI computing capabilities available
for free to help scientific research into new
medicines and vaccines for the virus.
Baidu has made its computing and software for RNA structure prediction available
to gene testing organizations and scientific
research institutions all over the world.
Tencent Cloud, another leading cloud
provider in the country, has given a research team at Sun Yat-sen University in
Guangzhou, Guangdong Province in south
China, free access to its cloud server and
provided computing power and object storage capacity for a research team at Tsinghua
University to help them conduct offline computing tasks for gene measurement.
Tencent has also become a reliable
channel for crowdfunding. The company is
cooperating with public charity foundations
seeking to raise money for specific projects
by publicizing them on WeChat. Among
the many projects to support Wuhan, the
one to donate to medical workers who are
vulnerable on the frontline tops the list.
For Zong Ning, an Internet content
provider who lived through both the
SARS epidemic in 2003 and today’s novel
coronavirus, the big difference is the participation of tech companies.
“This year’s fight against the novel
coronavirus is tech-rich. More tech companies are participating in the battle. Their
distribution channels, which were invisible
to the general public, have become a lifeline,” Zong said.
“The infrastructure that facilitates entertainment services has become a strong
support during a national emergency. It is
worth thinking about how the whole tech
industry can continue to fulfill its social responsibility after the epidemic,” Zong said.
“Many tech products are actively functioning to keep society working.” CI
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A group of medical experts provide remote consultation at a smart medical treatment center in Zhengzhou, Henan Province in central China, on February 1

Distance Makes Less
Difference
Remote work is promoted to combat the novel
coronavirus outbreak By Li Xiaoyang

A

s a big data engineer based in Beijing,
Li Kun got into telecommuting as
early as 2013, but he said that today,
during the novel coronavirus outbreak, he
has seen it grow like never before.
To reduce face-to-face contact and
prevent the spread of the epidemic, China
has promoted telecommuting and online
education through emerging Internet platforms.
Data from DingTalk, a mobile office
tool developed by China’s Internet giant

Alibaba, showed that nearly 200 million
people across the country started working online on February 3, the first work
day after the Spring Festival holiday.
As a flexible way of working, telecommuting is expected to offer more choices
to domestic enterprises. “It may become
a new trend in some industries, such as
technological research and development,
where offline communication is not always
needed, which can greatly lower costs,” Li
told Beijing Review.

Remote but close
As the demand to work online has
grown during epidemic control, many
telecommuting and teleconferencing
platforms have offered free services such
as video conferencing to support working
from home. Along with DingTalk, products from tech giants such as Tencent,
ByteDance and Huawei have also seen robust user growth.
According to WeChat Work, developed
by Tencent, millions of domestic enterprises had used the app by 6 p.m. on February
3, three times the number of users for the
corresponding period a year before.
Data from WeLink, a Huawei cloud
service, showed that a total of 17,000 new
enterprise users registered on the platform
and held 120,000 conferences that same
day.
Telecommuting service providers such
as Xiaoyu Yilian, a China-based intelligent
cloud platform established in 2015, have
emerged by providing targeted support.
According to the company, its newly reg-
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istered users have surged since the end of
January, consisting of both enterprises and
hospitals for remote work and consultation.
Technology enterprises have also seized
the opportunity to expand their consumer
base in the online education market. Since
the Ministry of Education announced that
the 2020 spring semester would be postponed due to the epidemic, many schools
have joined the trend toward online education by turning to platforms where students
can communicate with teachers in real time.
According to DingTalk, its live-streaming
courses had attracted 12 million students in
20,000 schools nationwide by February 2.
To ensure people’s health while working at home, DingTalk has introduced a
module for a daily health report that collects real-time data. As of February 4, nearly
100 million people from over 2 million
enterprises and organizations had used
the module to report the health status of
members, the company said.
While many people are staying home,
the delivery sector has remained busy to
ensure the supply of daily necessities. UU
Runner, a delivery service platform, told
Zhengzhou-based Dahe.cn that consumer
demand for cooked food, foodstuffs and
medical products such as masks, has increased greatly in this period.
Online food delivery platforms such as
Meituan Waimai have introduced special
services for users to pick up their food in
containers without face-to-face contact
with delivery people.
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Harder than expected
Although remote work is a fantasy for
most, suggesting flexibility and freedom,
some office workers have found it less rosy
than they expected. According to many
users, problems caused by the delay of live
streams have led to big headaches.
Working at home also brings challenges such as how to remain efficient and
focused. Many people have reported that
housework has taken up much of their
working time.
Fei Fan, a designer based in Beijing,
posted on Weibo, the Chinese Twitter-like
platform, that his views on working from
home have changed. At first, he said he was
happy to be spared the daily three-hour
commute as a freelancer, but unexpected
problems soon emerged.
“Since my company has shifted from
offline businesses to online promotion
during epidemic control, I have been even
busier than usual,” Fei said.
Working at home also makes the
boundary between work and life less
clear. “My phone rings at all hours with
new messages and there are even more
conferences because team leaders want
to ensure efficiency and progress, which
makes me anxious. Having my child around
also makes it hard to focus on the work,”
he added.
For those working in industries that
involve offline activities, it has been quite
XINHUA

A food delivery man takes dishes from a restaurant in Hefei, Anhui Province in east China, on February 6
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difficult for them to advance their work.
A legal specialist surnamed Cheng told
TMTPost, a domestic tech site, that the
project he is working on has been suspended because it requires the collection
of paper documents in person. “I have
only completed about a quarter of my routine weekly work in the week starting on
February 3,” Cheng lamented.

Still promising
The boom of remote work has brought
many telecommuting enterprises forward, but Yuan Wenhui, CEO of Xiaoyu
Yilian, warned that the consumer group
of remote work may shrink once the epidemic and free services end, according to
Business News Daily.
“However, domestic enterprises will at
least be able to make quick progress from
user feedback and begin to explore a larger
market with the consumer base developed
during this special period,” he said.
The rise of telecommuting enterprises
has shown the potential of China’s remote
work market. Although it has not yet been
widely promoted in China, the market has
been expanding and has a lot of room for
growth, Zhang Xia, an analyst with China
Merchants Securities, told Securities Daily.
According to Qianzhan Industry
Research Institute, China’s remote work
market was about 23.4 billion yuan ($3.3
billion) in 2018, an increase of 20.8 percent
year on year. And it is expected to expand
to about 48.6 billion yuan ($6.9 billion) by
2024, with a compound annual growth rate
of 12.4 percent.
Remote work is part of China’s drive
to boost the digital economy. Although
its long-term economic fundamentals will
remain sound, it needs to restore growth
momentum amid the epidemic, and the
development of the digital economy needs
to be prioritized, Hu Zongbiao, an associate professor at Zhongnan University of
Economics and Law, told Beijing Review.
The digital economy has become a
key driving force for China’s economic
growth. Data from the China Academy
of Information and Communications
Technology showed that the market value
of the digital economy was 31.3 trillion
yuan ($4.4 trillion) in 2018, contributing
34.8 percent to the country’s GDP.
“With rising demand, remote work will
expand to more industries, which can inject
impetus into domestic enterprises and
promote the digital transformation of the
Chinese economy,” Hu said. CI
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A welder works at Harbin Boiler Co. Ltd. in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province in northeast China, on February 10

Opportunity in
Adversity
As a balancing act starts to revive the economy,
industry insiders foresee new trends
By Zhang Shasha

W

hen many Beijing residents bid
farewell to the city before the
Spring Festival, which fell on
January 25 this year, to rush home in
other regions for a family reunion holiday,
it marked the start of chunyun, the traditional travel rush known as the greatest
human migration on Earth. However, un-

like the tradition, this year, the city did not
see all the revelers return.
The novel coronavirus epidemic
pressed the pause button, not only for
the capital but for the whole country. The
State Council, China’s cabinet, extended
the new year holiday from a week to 10
days to prevent large-scale transmis-

sion of the epidemic but now, it is time
to resume work to stabilize society and
the economy. While work from home is
encouraged wherever feasible, cautious
onsite production started on February 10
in a new round of campaign to test epidemic control measures.
In a circular on February 8, the State
Council stressed the importance of ensuring the safety of workers and public
health while addressing companies’ difficulties.
The epidemic situation has shown
positive changes due to concerted hard
work, President Xi Jinping, also General
Secretary of the Communist Party of
China Central Committee, said at a meeting in Beijing on February 12, adding
that the prevention and control work has
achieved notable outcomes.
“The results are hard-won progress
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made by all sides,” Xi said.
Noting that epidemic prevention
and control have entered a critical
stage that requires stringent efforts, Xi
stressed focusing on priorities without
any letup and strengthening prevention
and control in areas where the epidemic situation is particularly serious or at
greater risk.
“Currently, apart from Hubei Province,
the hardest-hit place in central China,
other provincial-level regions are heading
back to work. Enterprises in key areas including medical materials manufacturing,
energy, grain, transportation and logistics
have reopened,” Cong Liang, Secretary
General of the National Development and
Reform Commission (NDRC), said at a
press conference on February 11.

Picking up the pieces
Companies providing epidemic control supplies and services such as medical
materials and daily necessities were
among the first to resume work. They are
racing toward full production.
On February 8, four production lines
for acrylonitrile, an organic compound
used in surgical masks, gloves and protective suits, were in full swing at a Sierbang
Petrochemical Co. factory in Lianyungang,
Jiangsu Province in east China.
“We made a rational production plan
during the holiday and have enough people and materials for production,” Bai Wei,
General Manager of Sierbang, said, adding
that 1,500 employees had resumed work.
In the first 10 days of February, the
company produced more than 25,000
tons of acrylonitrile and other products,
alleviating the shortage of raw materials
for medical supplies.
Domestic medical mask production
capacity had rebounded to nearly 87
percent by February 7, Chen Da, an NDRC
official, said. Masks could become a national strategic material reserve instead of
emergency material in the future.
Nearly 95 percent of major grain production and processing companies had
resumed production and there was sufficient supply of natural gas, electricity and
refined oil, Chen added.
Logistics companies were expected
to reach over 40 percent of their normal
handling capacity by mid-February, according to the State Post Bureau.
In other sectors, enterprises have
altered their methods of work and recommenced production in a phased
manner. Daily and large-scale disinfec-
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tion and health checks have become
normal in public areas and enterprises.
Telecommuting and working in shifts are
popular ways to reduce face-to-face contact. People who returned from outside
their cities stayed at home for 14 days,
the incubation period for the virus, working remotely. Those who had stayed in
their cities reported for onsite shift duty.
Public service organs and companies are
working online, with approval and assignment allocation done by e-mail or phone.
Where commuting and onsite work
are necessary, employees are encouraged
to take private cars. Big cities like Beijing
lifted the one-day-a-week restriction on
car use for the time being, permitting all
cars to ply the roads on all days. Under
the previous regulation, each car was
banned from the streets one day a week,
based on the last digit of the license plate.
Bai knows the difficulties will not
vanish overnight despite resumption of
production. “Manufacturers have delayed
their return to work, which has led to a
slump in the demand for our products.
Moreover, logistics constraints have also
affected the transportation of our materials and products,” he said.
To cope with the logistics problem,
he rented storage tanks to ease the burden on the warehouse, and adjusted the
product structure. More solid chemical
products are being manufactured since
they are easier to store than liquid ones.

Overcoming obstacles
Most companies face similar challenges. “Soaring logistics costs are one of the
difficulties,” Sang Baichuan, Dean of the
Institute of International Economy at the
University of International Business and
Economics in Beijing, told Beijing Review.
He said the mobility constraint has raised
the cost of labor. Together with limited
transportation, costs are rising.
Investment, supporting service facilities and supply chains have also been
affected. Companies do not exist in isolation, they are all links in a chain, Sang
said. If different companies resume work
on different dates, it can cause the chain
to unravel. Also, some foreign countries
are likely to reconsider their imports from
China and may restrict Chinese visitors,
which will impact trade and lead to reduced orders, while some orders may not
be finished in time due to the restricted
supply chain.
“Shrinking orders and unfinished
transactions can have a significant impact
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on the liquidity of companies, especially
small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs),” Sang said.
A recent survey of 995 SMEs by
Tsinghua University and Peking University
found 70 percent of the respondents can
survive two months at most with their
current cash flow. Less than 10 percent
said they could continue for half a year.
Apart from SMEs, catering, retail and
tourism have also suffered. Jia Guolong,
founder of Xibei, a top restaurant chain,
said in an interview with Chinaventure.
com.cn on February 1 that the company
had been forced to close more than 400
of its restaurants nationwide. Only 100
were open for delivery services. With
20,000 employees, the salaries alone cost
the company 156 million yuan ($22.4 million) per month.
On February 6, Xibei signed a 530-million-yuan ($76-million) credit agreement
with the Beijing branch of Shanghai
Pudong Development Bank. The first loan
worth 130 million yuan ($18.7 million) has
already been issued. However, Jia said the
business can’t survive more than three
months even after pooling in all cash and
loans.
SMEs, on the other hand, have
greater limitations in getting bank loans,
compared to large chains like Xibei. The
central authorities and local governments
have already swung into action to cushion the epidemic’s impact on companies,
especially SMEs. As of February 7, 13
provincial-level regions and a number of
lower-level governments had issued policies to support SMEs with measures such
as the waiving of rent on a temporary basis, tax cuts and deferrals, credit support
and subsidies, according to an Economic
Daily report. Meanwhile, more policies are
afoot.
The NDRC has allowed SMEs to maintain liquidity by issuing bonds. The capital
raised via corporate bonds can be used to
pay back project loans.
Giant real estate players such as
Wanda, the R&F Group and the China
Resources Group have stepped in to help,
announcing that they will waive the rent
for their commercial tenants by half to
one month despite facing liquidity pressure themselves.
Hema Fresh, Alibaba’s New Retail grocery chain with online and offline retail
services, has offered to share employees
to help workers who have been let go by
distressed companies. With online orders
for groceries mounting as people prefer
to stay at home, Hema Fresh has a labor
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shortage. So the retailer is borrowing idle
employees from catering companies to
fill the gap temporarily.
As of February 10, more than 1,800
employees from 32 catering companies,
including Xibei, had joined Hema Fresh’s
temporary sharing plan. And many more
companies have offered to temporarily
employ disengaged workers to tide them
over during this difficult period.

Planning for the future
While battling the current situation,
enterprises need to make plans for the
future to make up the losses. Sang said
some difficulties are temporary as consumption will see a fast rebound after the
effect of the epidemic wears off.
Xu Hongcai, Deputy Director of the
Economic Policy Commission, China
Association of Policy Science, told Beijing
Review that changes will take place in
people’s lifestyle after the epidemic as
they pay more attention to their health,
which will also bring about new opportunities in business.
“From a long-term perspective, the
outbreak will see a comprehensive reconstruction of the business ecosystem
of the country, companies, industries
and the people as a whole, the impact of
which will last a long time,” Li Jiangtao,
a postdoctoral research fellow with
the Institute of Economics, Tsinghua
University, told Beijing Review.
In 2003, the severe acute respiratory
syndrome outbreak became a catalyst
for Internet industries. In the age of 5G,
the epidemic may alter business models,
consumption and purchasing habits in a
revolutionary manner, Li added. He suggested SMEs pay more attention to social
change since this marks an opportunity
to reshape their companies and industries. “I’m confident new business models
will emerge,” he said.
According to Li, one change could
come in management ideas as health
maintenance may turn into company behavior from personal behavior.
Telecommuting may also change corporate management. Freed from space
constraints, employees can take several
jobs while companies can adopt a project
responsibility system. There is a great
deal of opportunities, he said.
Sang also advised companies and
public service systems to introduce and
strengthen the use of artificial intelligence and automation in their production
and services.

A worker hangs disposable gloves at a production plant in Shijiazhuang, Hebei Province in north China, on
February 10

At the national level, Xu said he thinks
it is an opportunity to launch new reforms. For some public service sectors
such as medical care and education, the
government should increase investment
instead of depending fully on the market,
he said.

The outbreak exposed the weakness in infrastructure as the capacity for
epidemic prevention and control was
insufficient. Makeshift hospitals had to be
built to tackle the emergency. It is crucial
to increase public investment to improve
medical services, Sang said. CI
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Messages from foreign countries
to support China’s efforts to fight
virus, restore economic growth
Nepal:
Nepal Communist Party
strongly
appreciates China’s highly
responsible attitude
towards the safety of
people’s life and health,
as well as its timely and
transparent information
sharing with the world in
fighting the virus.
Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Chairman of the Nepal
Communist Party

India:
After the outbreak of the
epidemic, the Indian people, sympathizing with the
Wuhan residents, firmly
stand together with the
Chinese Government and
people in their anti-virus
fight and wish them an
early victory and return to
normal work and life.

Ram Madhav, national General Secretary of
India’s Bharatiya
Janata Party

Bangladesh:
We strongly oppose the illintentioned reports attempting to dishonor and
degrade the Communist
Party of China (CPC) and
the Chinese government,
and it fully supports the
devoted efforts by the
CPC, the Chinese government and people in combating the virus.
Fazle Hossain Badsha, Secretary-General
of the Workers Party of Bangladesh

The Philippines:
In coping with the epidemic, the CPC and the Chinese
Government have adopted
resolute measures to protect the
people’s life and health,
providing

examples for the world to
learn from.
Our party is willing to
share the hardships with
China, with its thoughts
and prayers to be always
with the CPC and the Chinese people, wishing them
an early end of the public
health emergency of
international concern.
Aquilino Pimentel III, President of the
Philippine Democratic Party-People’s Power
and former Senate president

Uganda:
I believe that the CPC
will well coordinate the
efforts to combat virus
and promote economic
development in China, benefiting both the Chinese
and the world people. The
eventful past years of the
CPC and the People’s Republic of China have shown
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that the history is always
on the side of the Chinese
people, to which the current epidemic emergency
will be no exception.
Justine Lumumba Kasule, Secretary
General of Uganda’s National Resistance
Movement

Yemen:
China has blazed a unique
development path and
achieved in just a few
decades what other countries have achieved in centuries. The fact that China
has brought the epidemic
under control quickly and
is about to help mankind
overcome it is testimony
to China’s strong capabilities to win the battle.
Sultan al-Barakani, Assistant SecretaryGeneral of General People’s Congress Party
of Yemen, the speaker of the Yemeni parliament

Palestine:
Over the years, China has
consistently supported
the just cause of the Palestinian people. The two
peoples have stood together through thick and
thin and offered help to
each other. The Palestinian side is ready to unite

with China as brothers
and provide all assistance
within its own capacity.
China will overcome the
epidemic as soon as possible, continues to achieve
rapid development in
various fields, and always
stands firmly in the community of nations.
Jibril al-Rajoub, Secretary General of
the central committee of Palestine’s Fatah
movement

Germany:
The Chinese government
and people have made
great efforts to fight the
epidemic and prevent the
spread of the virus.
I call on the International
community
to strengthen coordination and jointly prevent
the spread of the epidemic,
and our party will firmly
stand with the Chinese
people.
Lars Klingbeil, General Secretary of
Germany’s Social Democratic Party, said

Laos:
I strongly believe that under the strong leadership
of President Xi Jinping, the

Chinese people will definitely defeat the COVID-19
soon. China’s economy will
maintain rapid growth and
the livelihood of the Chinese people will continue
to improve when the epidemic is over.
Bounnhang Vorachith, General Secretary
of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party
Central Committee and President of Laos

Cambodia:
We would like to congratulate the
People’s Republic of China
on its efforts to contain
the spread of the COVID-19, and we also thank
China for taking care
of Cambodian students
there, including 23 in Wuhan city.
Samdech Techo Hun Sen, Cambodian
Prime Minister

United Nations:
The measures put in place
by the Chinese Government “is a gigantic effort
and we are very confident
that efforts will allow for
the progressive reduction
of the
disease. It is always difficult to have a quick solu-
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tion, but China has made a “very strong
and very impressive response.”
Antonio Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General

France:
France appreciates China’s arduous
efforts to stem the epidemic, and will
stay in solidarity with China, staunchly
support China in its fight against the
epidemic. Apart from the supplies France
has already donated to China, more aid
supplies will be provided by France to
the Chinese side. The French consulate
in Wuhan is still operating, with which
France would like to testify to the true
friendship between the two countries,
and France would like to stay in solidarity
with China in this rough times.
Jean-Yves Le Drian, French Foreign Minister

Indonesia:
Indonesia is willing to work with China to
continue to promote the construction
of the Belt and Road. We belief that the
Indonesia-China friendship will be deepened and bilateral ties will be elevated
to higher levels following the test of the
epidemic.
Joko Widodo, Indonesian President

Senegal:
Senegal received strong support from
China during the Ebola outbreak in West
Africa in 2014. At this difficult time,
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President Macky Sall as well as the
Senegalese Government and people are
ready to stand firmly with China and
believe that the Chinese people are
resilient enough to face the pressure and
overcome the epidemic at an early date.
Amadou Ba, Senegalese Foreign Minister

U.S.:
The United States fully supports China’s
fight against the novel coronavirus
epidemic and is willing to send experts
to China and offer assistance in various
other forms. China has completed
building special hospitals for novel
coronavirus patients in an incredibly
short time is impressive, and shows
China’s outstanding organizational and
response capabilities.
Donald Trump, U.S. President

IMF:
We are confident that China’s economy
remains resilient. We have deep
sympathies to all those affected by the
serious situation related to coronavirus
and support for China’s efforts to
respond, including recent fiscal,
monetary, and financial actions.
Kristalina Georgieva, IMF Managing Director
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Fifth Plenary Session of
the 19th CPC Central
Committee
Time:
October 26-29, 2020
Place:
Beijing
Attendance:
198 members of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and 166 alternate members of the CPC Central Committee
Guests:
Members of the Standing Committee of the CPC Central Commission for Discipline Inspection and senior officials of relevant sectors,
as well as a number of delegates to the 19th CPC National Congress
who work at the grass-roots level, experts and scholars
Approved Documents:
The CPC Central Committee’s proposals for the formulation of the
14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) for National Economic and Social
Development and the Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035
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Xi Expounds on CPC
Proposals for China’s New
Development Plan

T

he Communist Party of China (CPC)

whole nation and people of all ethnic groups

on November 3 unveiled in full text

to overcome all risks and challenges on the

the Party leadership’s proposals for

road ahead and getting off to a good start

formulating the 14th Five-Year Plan and long-

in fully building a modern socialist China,

range goals.

Xi said in the speech, citing a consensus

An explanatory speech made by Xi Jin-

reached during solicitation of comments.

ping, General Secretary of the CPC Central

Extensive solicitations of comments and

Committee, on the proposals was also re-

suggestions from various sectors were held.

leased.

Online solicitations also received over 1 mil-

The CPC Central Committee’s propos-

lion comments from August 16 to 29.

als for formulating the 14th Five-Year Plan

The drafting group studied all the com-

(2021-2025) for National Economic and So-

ments and suggestions sent to them piece by

cial Development and the Long-Range Ob-

piece, holding discussions and revising the

jectives Through the Year 2035 were adopted

proposals many times, Xi said.

at the Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC
Central Committee held in Beijing.

A total of 546 comments and suggestions
have been reflected in the proposals, Xi said,

The drafting process officially kicked off

calling the drafting process “a vivid example

on April 13 when a drafting group headed by

of the CPC’s intraparty democracy and Chi-

Xi held its first plenary meeting.

na’s socialist democracy.”

Coordinating the formulation of the 14th

Xi underscored properly handling “five

Five-Year Plan and the long-range objectives

relations” -- the relations between building

through 2035 is of great significance to mo-

on past achievements and seeking innova-

bilizing and motivating the whole Party, the

tions, between the government and the mar-
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Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, makes an important
speech at the Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee in Beijing, capital of China (XINHUA)

ket, between opening-up and self-reliance,

Plan period, Xi said. This is based on the sci-

between development and security and be-

entific assessment of the stage, environment,

tween strategy and tactics -- as the principles

and conditions for the country’s development.

in drafting the proposals.

To forestall and defuse various kinds

Breaking down the proposals, Xi has ex-

of risks and proactively address challenges

pounded on several key topics of the docu-

brought by external changes, China needs to

ment.

focus on taking care of its own matters and
improving the quality of development, said Xi.
Xi also stressed efforts to remain com-

High-quality development

mitted to the new development philosophy,
focus on deepening the supply-side structural

China should focus on promoting highquality development during its 14th Five-Year

reform, transform the development model to
deliver real benefits to all the people.
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Economic development targets

Establishing a new development pattern

Xi said that China’s economy has the

where domestic and foreign markets can

hope and potential to maintain long-term

boost each other with the domestic market

stable development.

as the mainstay is a strategic choice to raise

It is “completely possible” for China to

the level of China’s economic development,

meet the current standards for high-income

as well as to forge new advantages in global

countries by the end of the 14th Five-Year

economic cooperation and competition, ac-

Plan period and to double the total econom-

cording to Xi.

ic volume or per capita income by 2035, he

In recent years, along with the changes

said.

in the global political and economic environ-

There will be many unstable and uncer-

ment, the upsurge in deglobalization and the

tain factors in the external environment in

unilateralism and protectionism acts by cer-

the coming period as many risks and hidden

tain country, the traditional global circulation

dangers may impact the domestic economic

has been notably weakened, Xi said, urging

development, said Xi, adding that the CO-

efforts to root China’s development inside the

VID-19 pandemic has a far-reaching impact

country and rely more on the domestic mar-

and the world economy may continue to suf-

ket to achieve economic growth.

fer from a downturn.

Xi called for sticking to expanding do-

He stressed that the medium- and long-

mestic demand as a strategic underpinning

term goals should pay more attention to the

and fostering a positive cycle of the national

economic structure optimization so as to

economy. He also called for a supply system

guide all parties to focus their work on im-

more compatible with the domestic demand.

proving the quality and efficiency of devel-

The new development pattern will by no

opment.

means be a closed domestic circulation, Xi
said, stressing that it is instead an open dual
circulation involving both domestic and for-

Common prosperity

eign markets.
Promoting a large-scale and smooth do-

Reiterating the importance of “common

mestic economic circulation will help better

prosperity,” Xi said it is an essential require-

attract global resources, meet domestic needs,

ment of socialism and the shared aspiration

elevate industrial and technological develop-

of all Chinese people.

ment and foster new advantages in global
economic cooperation and competition.

It is necessary to further emphasize promoting common prosperity for everyone as

114

SPECIAL ISSUE ON THE FIFTH PLENARY SESSION OF THE 19TH CPC CENTRAL COMMITTEE

China embarks on a journey to fully build a
modern socialist country, Xi said.

2020

schedule.
It remains the Party’s firm commitment to

The proposals called for “more notable

the people to comprehensively build a mod-

and substantial progress in promoting com-

erately prosperous society of a higher level

mon prosperity for everyone,” and “solid ef-

for the benefit of more than 1 billion people

forts to push forward common prosperity,” Xi

by the time when the CPC marks its 100th

noted.

founding anniversary, Xi said.

Such expressions were included, for

In 2020, China’s gross domestic prod-

the first time, in the documents of the CPC

uct (GDP) is expected to exceed 100 trillion

Central Committee plenary sessions, Xi said,

yuan, the people’s living standards will signif-

adding that the expectations strike a balance

icantly improve, all rural impoverished popu-

between necessity and feasibility, and will be

lation will be lifted out of poverty by current

conducive to advancing common prosperity

standards, the development targets set in the

for everyone.

country’s 13th Five-Year Plan can be attained

In the explanatory speech, Xi also under-

on schedule, and the goal to complete the

lined ensuring both development and secu-

building of a moderately prosperous society

rity as well as the need to uphold a system-

in all respects can be achieved on schedule,

atic concept in development during the 14th

Xi said.

Five-Year Plan period.

He said the CPC Central Committee will
carry out systematic assessment and review
of the building of a moderately prosperous

Achieving “xiaokang ” goal on
schedule

society in all respects in the first half of 2021
before officially announcing the achievement of moderate prosperity throughout the

Xi said China can achieve the goal to

society.

complete the building of a moderately prosperous (xiaokang) society in all respects on

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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Key CPC Session Draws
15-Year Roadmap For
China’s Modernization

T

he Communist Party of China (CPC)

for the 14th Five-Year Plan period.

has charted the course for China’s

Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the

development in the next 15 years to

CPC Central Committee, made an important

guide the country’s march toward modern-

speech at the session. He also delivered a

ization.

work report of the Political Bureau of the

Details of the blueprint were unveiled in

CPC Central Committee to the session.

a communiqué issued after the conclusion of

The work of the Political Bureau was

the four-day Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th

fully acknowledged, says the communiqué,

CPC Central Committee on October 29. The

adding that China has seen its economic

roles of innovation, real economy, a strong

growth beat expectations, people’s living

domestic market, rural vitalization and green

standards ensured, and the overall situation

development were underscored for China’s

of society maintained stable over the past

growth.

year.

The session adopted the Party leader-

Progress made in the past five years was

ship’s proposals for formulating the 14th Five-

highlighted: China’s gross domestic product

Year Plan (2021-2025) for National Economic

(GDP) is expected to cross the 100-trillion-

and Social Development and the Long-Range

yuan ($14.93 trillion) mark in 2020; 55.75

Objectives Through the Year 2035.

million rural residents were lifted out of pov-

Noting that “a victory is in sight” in

erty; the annual grain output has remained

building a moderately prosperous society in

above 650 million tonnes for five consecu-

all respects, the communiqué stresses that

tive years; China has built the world’s largest

fully building a modern socialist China is part

social security system, etc.

of the four-pronged comprehensive strategy

The communiqué says China is still in an
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important period of strategic opportunity for
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will grow much stronger;

development at present and for the foresee-

– Eco-friendly ways of work and life will

able future, but there are new developments

be advanced to cover all areas of society.

in both opportunities and challenges.

Carbon emission will steadily decline after
reaching a peak, and there will be a fundamental improvement in the environment with

Targets through 2035

the goal of building a Beautiful China basically reached;

The session raised a set of long-range ob-

– The opening-up will reach a new stage

jectives for China to basically achieve social-

with substantial growth of the country’s

ist modernization by 2035.

strengths for participating in international

– China’s economic and technological

economic cooperation and competition;

strength, and composite national strength

– The per capita GDP will reach the level

will increase significantly. A new stride will

of moderately developed countries. The size

be made in the growth of the economy and

of the middle-income group will be signifi-

the per capita income of urban and rural resi-

cantly expanded. Equitable access to basic

dents. Making major breakthroughs in core

public services will be ensured. Disparities

technologies in key areas, China will become

in urban-rural development, in development

a global leader in innovation;

between regions, and in living standards will

– New industrialization, IT application,

be significantly reduced;

urbanization, and agricultural moderniza-

– The implementation of the Peaceful

tion will be basically achieved. China will

China initiative will be promoted to a higher

finish building a modernized economy;

level. The modernization of national defense

– The modernization of China’s system

and the military will be basically achieved;

and capacity for governance will be basically

– People will lead a better life, and more

achieved. The people’s rights to participate

notable and substantial progress will be

and to develop as equals will be adequately

achieved in promoting well-rounded human

protected. The rule of law for the country, the

development and achieving common pros-

government, and society will be basically in

perity for everyone.

place;
– China will become a strong country in
culture, education, talent, sports and health.

Targets for 14th Five-Year Plan

The well-rounded development of all people
and social etiquette and civility will be signif-

The session also laid down a set of guid-

icantly enhanced. China’s cultural soft power

ing principles to be followed, and major eco-
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Xi Jinping, Li Keqiang, Li Zhanshu, Wang Yang, Wang Huning, Zhao Leji and Han Zheng attend the Fifth Plenary
Session of the 19th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China in Beijing, capital of China (XINHUA)

nomic and social development targets for the
next five years.

China’s social etiquette and civility shall
be further enhanced, while the core socialist

For the 14th Five-Year Plan period, China

values shall be embraced by the people. The

will speed up fostering a new development

country aims to make new progress in build-

pattern where domestic and foreign markets

ing an ecological civilization, boost the well-

can boost each other, with the domestic mar-

being of people, and enhance governance

ket as the mainstay, the communiqué says.

capacity.

China will strive to make new strides in
economic development during the period.
It aims to realize sustained and healthy eco-

Development priorities

nomic development on the basis of a marked
improvement in quality and efficiency.

Several development priorities were

With new steps to be taken in reform and

highlighted. Placed at the top of the priorities

opening up, China will further improve its

is upholding the central role of innovation in

socialist market economy and basically com-

the modernization drive and implementing

plete the building of a high-standard market

the innovation-driven development strategy.

system.

The country must also continue to take
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the real economy as the focus of its econom-

alize the 14th Five-Year Plan and achieve the

ic development, unswervingly build itself

long-range objectives set for 2035.

into a manufacturer of quality and enhance

It also says that China is committed to

its strength in cyberspace and digital tech-

maintaining lasting prosperity and stability in

nology.

Hong Kong and Macao as well as advancing

It must nurture a strong domestic market
and establish a new development pattern,

the peaceful development of cross-Strait relations and national reunification.

comprehensively deepen reform in pursuit

China will hold high the banner of

of a high-level socialist market economy,

peace, development, cooperation, and mutu-

prioritize the development of agriculture and

al benefit, and strive to create a favorable ex-

rural areas, fully advance rural vitalization,

ternal environment and promote the building

and push forward coordinated regional de-

of a new type of international relations and a

velopment and a new type of urbanization,

community with a shared future for human-

among others.

ity, it adds.

The communiqué stresses that the overall
leadership of the CPC must be upheld to re-

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)

The Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee presides over the Fifth Plenary
Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee. The session was held in Beijing from October 26 to 29 (XINHUA)
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14 Key Concepts in the Communiqué of the Fifth Plenary Session of
the CPC Central Committee
Taking care of China’s own matters
We should create a deep understanding
of the new characteristics and requirements
brought about by the changes in the princi-

thing we do on actual conditions, and focus
on taking care of China’s own matters. We
should foster new opportunities and strive to
keep moving forward.

pal contradiction within Chinese society, and
the challenges in a complex international environment. Bearing in mind that we remain
in the primary stage of socialism, the basic

Self-reliance and self-strengthening in science and technology

dimension of China’s national context, we

Innovation should hold a core position in

must abide by objective laws, base every-

China’s drive toward modernization, and we
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must take self-reliance and self-strengthening

advancing energy revolution, and accelerat-

in science and technology as a strategic pil-

ing digitalization.

lar of support for national development. Adhering to an innovation-driven development
strategy, we should improve our national
innovation system and turn China into a
powerhouse of science and technology. It is
necessary to reinforce the national strategic
scientific and technological strength, give full
scope to enterprises as main actors in technological innovation, encourage creativity,
and improve the overall mechanism for innovation.

A new development dynamic
We should nurture a strong domestic
market and establish a new development
pattern. China should stick to expanding domestic demand as a strategic underpinning
and cultivating a complete domestic demand system. It needs to integrate the strategy of expanding domestic demand with
the deepening of structural reform on the
supply side and create additional demand
through the innovation-driven strategy and

Real economy

high-quality supply. We should promote the
new development paradigm with domestic

China will develop a modern industrial

circulation as its mainstay and domestic and

system and promote the optimization and up-

international circulations reinforcing each

grading of the economic system. It will con-

other, boost consumption, and further grow

tinue to take the real economy as the focus

investment.

of its economic development, develop itself
into a manufacturer of quality and boost its
power in cyberspace and digital technology.
China should accelerate the upgrading of the
industrial base and the modernization of the
industrial chain and improve the quality and
efficiency of development and core competitiveness. Efforts to elevate the modernization
level of the industrial and supply chains are
essential, while fostering strategic emerging
industries, developing modern service industries, constructing infrastructure, building a
country with a strong transportation network,

Efficient market and effective
government
China will comprehensively deepen reform in pursuit of a high-level socialist market economy. Upholding and improving the
basic socialist economic system, it will give
full play to the decisive role of the market in
allocating resources and promote better coordination of efficient market and effective
government. It is necessary to stimulate the
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vitality of various market entities, improve

of regional development and new urbaniza-

macroeconomic governance, establish a

tion. China will continue to implement ma-

modern fiscal, taxation and financial system,

jor development strategies for regions and

build a high-standard market system, and

regional coordinated development strategies

accelerate the transformation of government

while improving functional zoning. Addition-

functions.

ally, the nation will promote people-centered
new urbanization.

A new type of relationship between
industry and agriculture and
between urban and rural areas

Cultural soft power
We should promote the development of

China will prioritize the development of

cultural programs and industries and enhance

agriculture and rural areas and advance ru-

the country’s cultural soft power. Adhering to

ral vitalization. Addressing issues relating to

Marxism as a guiding ideology, it will inspire

agriculture, rural areas, and farmers should

the people of China to hold greater confi-

have a central place on the agenda of the

dence in our own culture. The Chinese peo-

Party. It will follow the path of socialist rural

ple will promote cultural-ethical progress in

vitalization with Chinese characteristics, im-

keeping with core socialist values. . We will

plement the rural vitalization strategy, foster

promote civility in society, raise the quality

a new type of relationship between industry

of public cultural services, and improve the

and agriculture and between urban and rural

modern system for cultural industries.

areas and accelerate the modernization of
agriculture and rural areas. It is necessary to
ensure national food security, boost agricultural quality, efficiency, and competitiveness,
deepen rural reforms, and achieve effective
integration between poverty alleviation and
rural vitalization.

People-centered urbanization

Harmonious coexistence between
humanity and nature
Efforts will be made to boost green development as well as harmony between
humanity and nature. Lucid waters and lush
mountains are invaluable assets. It will respect nature, follow its laws, and protect it.

We will optimize the territorial space of

China must stick to the policy of putting con-

the country and promote a coordinated style

servation and protection first. It will further
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sustainable development, improve the coor-

based on collaboration and broad partici-

dination mechanism for ecological progress,

pation with the goal of benefiting all, and

promote a comprehensive green transforma-

make solid progress. China will make efforts

tion of economic and social development,

to enhance the people’s sense of fulfillment,

and build modernization in which humanity

happiness, and security. It will promote well-

and nature exist in harmony.

rounded development of the person on the
road toward achieving common prosperity.

An open economy
China’s opening-up will continue. It
will fully leverage the super large Chinese
market, promote international cooperation,
and achieve win-win results. We must build
a new institution for a more advanced open
economy, improve the standard of openingup across the board, and promote trade as

China will raise the income of its people, facilitate employment among key groups, build
a high-quality education system, develop a
sustainable multi-tiered social security system, promote the Healthy China initiative,
implement a national strategy to respond to
population aging, and strengthen and innovate social governance.

well as investment liberalization and facilitation. It will increase trade innovation, boost
the Belt and Road Initiative, and participate
in the reform of global economic governance.

Peaceful China
China will continue to advance the
Peaceful China initiative. It will pursue a holistic approach to national security, improve
its national security strategy and policy, guar-

Social governance based on
collaboration, broad participation
and shared benefits
We will work hard to further improve
the quality of people’s lives. With the aim of
realizing, safeguarding, and developing the
fundamental interests of the people, China
will improve the basic public service system, uphold and improve social governance

antee the country’s political security, and
take coordinated steps to ensure security
across all areas. There will be endeavors to
consolidate the national security system and
capacity building so as to ensure national
economic security, guarantee the safety of
people’s lives, and maintain social stability
and security.
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Reaching the centennial goal of
creating a modern military
The modernization of national defense

and IT application, speed up the development of an intelligent military, and create a
modernized military force structure.

and the armed forces will witness great
strides forward, and China is to ensure that
efforts to make the country prosperous and

Upholding overall CPC leadership

attempts to make the military strong go hand

The communiqué stresses that the overall

in hand. We will continue to enhance the po-

leadership of the CPC must be upheld to re-

litical loyalty of the armed forces, strengthen

alize the 14th Five-Year Plan and achieve the

them through reform, science and technol-

long-range objectives set for 2035. We will

ogy, operate the military in accordance with

bolster the centralized and unified leadership

the law, and focus on the capabilities to fight

of the CPC Central Committee and better the

and win. Efforts will be made to advance the

mechanisms for the formulation and imple-

integrated development of mechanization

mentation of plans.
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The Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) will be held
in Beijing in October, according to
a decision made at a CPC Central
Committee Political Bureau meeting
on July 30. Attendees will assess the
proposals for formulating the 14th
Five-Year (2021-2025) Plan for Social
and Economic Development and future targets for 2035.

2020

Formulation of
the 14th FiveYear Plan
July 30, 2020
During the legislative session of
the Standing Committee of the
13th National People’s Congress,
lawmakers deliberated a report on
a research project for the compilation of the 14th Five-Year Plan.

August 10, 2020
Online public opinion on compiling
the 14th Five-Year Plan for Economic
and Social Development was solicited. Over 1.01 million suggestions
were collected by August 29.

August 16-29, 2020
The Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee
met on September 28 to discuss a report on seeking
public opinion about a CPC document on the formulation of the 14th Five-Year (2021-2025) Plan for Economic and Social Development and the Long-Range
Objectives Through the Year 2035. The document,
after being revised based on opinions expressed at
the meeting, will be submitted for deliberation at the
Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee, held in Beijing from October 26 to 29, according to a decision at the meeting.

September 28, 2020

2020
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Xi Jinping’s Footprints: Symposiums Held and Provinces Visited
by Xi to Solicit Suggestions for
the 14th Five-Year Plan
September 22

01

symposium with experts in
education, culture, health
and sports

Symposiums

P

resident Xi Jinping, also
General Secretary of the

Communist Party of China

August 25

symposium with
non-CPC personages

September 11

September 17

symposium with
scientists

symposium with
grassroots representatives

(CPC) Central Committee and
Chairman of the Central Military Commission, presided over
many important meetings and
traveled across the country in
2020 to conduct in-depth studies on the 14th Five-Year Plan.

August 24

symposium with experts
in economic and social
fields

August 20

symposium on advancing
integrated development of
the Yangtze River Delta

July 28

symposium with
non-CPC personages

July 21

symposium with
entrepreneurs

Xi Jinping presides over and delivers a speech at a symposium held on September 11 by the CPC Central
Committee to heed opinions from scientists (XINHUA)
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In-depth Studies
July

Jilin Province

May

Shanxi Province

June

Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region

April

Shaanxi Province

March

August

Anhui Province

Zhejiang and Hubei provinces

September

January

Hunan Province

Yunnan Province

October

Guangdong Province

Xi Jinping visits Chaozhou City, Guangdong Province, on October 12, 2020 (XINHUA)
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A press conference on the outcomes of the Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China takes place in Beijing on October 30 (XINHUA)

Q&A on the Fifth Plenary Session
of the 19th CPC Central Committee
The Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee held its first press conference
on October 30, introducing and elaborating on the guiding principles of the 19th CPC
Central Committee’s Fifth Plenary Session. Officials from relevant departments were
invited to brief on the session, explain the content of the Proposals of the CPC Central
Committee for Formulating the 14th Five-Year Plan for National Economic and Social
Development and the Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035 and answer
questions from the media.
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What are the new content of the CPC

development of the population, and improve

Central Committee’s proposals for the

basic elderly care service systems. In terms of

14th Five-Year Plan that concerns issues relat-

social security, we will improve the multi-lay-

ing to people’s livelihoods?

ered social security system and make sure that

A: The people aspire to live a better life and the

it covers the entire nation, maintains coordina-

proposals for the 14th Five-Year Plan answer

tion between urban and rural areas, and is fair,

the aspiration of millions of people, raising ma-

uniform, and sustainable.

jor requirements and measures for the improve-

In the 14th Five-Year Plan period, we will

ment of people’s well-being and their quality

follow the requirements of the proposals to

of life. In terms of employment, we will look to

firmly promote common prosperity, insist on

strengthen employment policies, create more

the system under which distribution accord-

jobs, improve support systems for securing

ing to that work is dominant and a variety of

employment for key groups, and realize more

modes of distribution coexist, increase the

adequate, higher-quality employment. In terms

share of work remuneration in primary distri-

of income, we will raise levels of income, in-

bution, improve mechanisms for reasonable

crease the income of urban and rural residents

wage increases, make efforts to raise incomes

via multiple channels, and make sure that

among lower-income groups, and expand the

income increases keep pace with economic

size of middle-income groups. We will also

growth. In terms of education, we will build a

improve the system of distribution according

higher-quality education system, promote bal-

to factors of contribution and production and

anced development and urban-rural integration

increase middle-to-low-income groups’ income

in compulsory education, and push a higher

payments. We will perfect the redistribution

level of education throughout the nation. In

mechanism and improve the intensity and ac-

terms of culture and sport, we will organize

curacy of measures for adjustment such as taxa-

extensive cultural and fitness activities open to

tion, social security, and transfer of payments.

the general public. In terms of healthcare, we

We will let the tertiary distribution mechanism

will comprehensively promote the building of

play its role and promote charity work. We will

the Healthy China initiative, speed up the ex-

encourage consumption with comprehensive

pansion of quality healthcare resources while

measures; ride the trend of consumption up-

balancing the distribution of such resources

grades; promote green, healthy, and safe con-

between different regions, and generally im-

sumption; develop service consumption, and

prove the healthcare system. In terms of elderly

encourage the development of new models

care, we will implement the national strategy

and forms of consumption. We will push for

of proactively addressing the issue of an ag-

the management of consumer goods, including

ing population, boost long-term and balanced

cars, to shift from purchase management to us-
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age management systems, and we will push for

needs to foster a new development paradigm.

the healthy development of housing consump-

Therefore, the Fifth Plenary Session put forward

tion. We will promote contact-free services,

the aforementioned Proposals, placing self-

boost the integrated development of online and

reliance and self-strengthening in science and

offline consumption, and tap urban and rural

technology at the top of the all planned tasks,

consumer markets. We will implement an on-

and making special arrangements. It is the first

pay leave system and increase consumption

time that the CPC has done so in the history of

during holidays. We will improve the environ-

formulating a five-year plan. It is also a strategic

ment for consumption and offer stronger pro-

arrangement made by the CPC Central Com-

tections for consumer rights to let consump-

mittee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core in

tion better play its fundamental role in driving

keeping abreast of the trend of world develop-

economic development, which is also a way to

ment, keeping in mind the current situation and

improve and secure people’s livelihoods.

adopting a long-term perspective.

Q:

Looking back, the CPC Central Committee
The Fifth Plenary Session identifies

came up with the innovation-driven develop-

self-reliance and self-strengthening in

ment strategy at the 18th CPC National Con-

science and technology as being the strategic

gress, and put forward taking innovation as

support to China’s national development, and

the primary driving force for development at

stresses that China will uphold the central role

the 19th CPC National Congress. It has been

of innovation in its modernization drive. What

continuously carrying forward and evolving its

specific measures will be adopted to achieve

strategies, guidelines, plans and arrangements

this self-reliance and self-strengthening in sci-

for scientific and technological innovation.

ence and technology and promote innovation?

The important positioning and arrangements

A: The Fifth Plenary Session stresses that China

regarding scientific and technological innova-

will uphold the central role of innovation in its

tion put forward at the Fifth Plenary Session are

modernization drive and identifies self-reliance

based on the constant pursuit of seeking truth

and self-strengthening in science and technol-

from facts and the long-term theoretical inno-

ogy as being the strategic support to China’s

vation and practices of the CPC. The various

national development. We know that scien-

moves have fully grasped the trend of global

tific and technological innovation has always

scientific and technological development, and

played an important role in national develop-

adhered to the path of independent innova-

ment and human progress, and its role is be-

tion with Chinese characteristics. They also fit

coming increasingly prominent and important.

the characteristics and tasks of scientific and

As China enters a new stage of development,

technological innovation in the country in the

the country needs new development, and

new era. In fundamental respects, we need to
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make full use of scientific and technological in-

should adhere to both scientific and technologi-

novation, and ensure it plays its key role in the

cal innovation and institutional innovation, cul-

great changes unseen in a century and use it to

tivate scientific and technological strength, and

support and guide the great rejuvenation of the

improve our systematic capacity in scientific

Chinese nation. Faced with these changes in

and technological research and emergency re-

China and worldwide, we need to apply a new

search. We need to make overall arrangements

development philosophy, promote high-quality

for achieving significant breakthroughs in basic

development and foster a new development

research and key and core technologies, and

paradigm. More than ever, we need solutions

constructing a systematic, sound and efficient

in our approach to scientific and technologi-

national scientific and technological innovation

cal innovation, and depending on innovation

system. We also need to motivate scientific and

as the primary driving force. Only by relying

technological personnel and innovators. In this

on scientific and technological innovation, can

way, we seek to move faster on the new path

we develop opportunities amid crises, open

of innovative development featuring excellent

up new areas amid change, constantly expand

talents, cutting-edge technologies, outstanding

new space for development, and seek to shape

industries and a strong economy and nation,

new advantages for growth. That is why sci-

and move faster to become one of the leading

entific and technological innovation is such

innovation-oriented countries and a scientific

an important feature of the new development

and technological power in the world.

paradigm.

Self-reliance and self-strengthening in sci-

China’s scientific and technological strength

ence and technology can be traced to the same

is now moving from seeking accumulation in

originating source as self-reliance and inde-

quantitative terms to taking great leaps forward

pendent innovation we have been emphasiz-

in quality, from individual breakthroughs to

ing. Self-reliance and self-strengthening do not

achieving systematic progress, laying a solid

contradict with openness and cooperation; in-

foundation for economic growth, and improve-

stead, they form a dialectical unity. Openness

ment of livelihood and national security. Look-

and cooperation are integral to the path of in-

ing ahead, we should have more confidence in

dependent innovation with Chinese character-

innovation, and seize opportunities in the new

istics. Self-reliance and self-strengthening are

technological and industrial revolution. Follow-

the prerequisite and foundation for opening

ing the principle that the scientific and techno-

up and cooperation on the basis of equal treat-

logical development must target the frontiers of

ment and mutual respect. At the same time,

global science, serve the economic battlefield,

China’s scientific and technological innovation

strive to fulfill the significant needs of our coun-

has never been, and will never be, conducted

try and benefit people’s lives and health, we

behind closed doors. Over the past 40 plus
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years of reform and opening up, openness,

time, we will focus on global issues such as

cooperation, exchanges and mutual learning

climate change, energy and resources, and

have played an important role in promoting

public health, set up a scientific research fund

China’s scientific and technological innova-

to support joint research with countries across

tion. We have always emphasized pursuit of

the world. We will further improve the legal

scientific and technological innovation with a

and policy environment for scientific and tech-

global vision, and actively integrated ourselves

nological innovation in China, strengthen the

into the global innovation network. Now,

protection of intellectual property rights, and

China’s scientific and technological develop-

provide equal opportunities and convenient

ment and innovation is becoming increasingly

conditions for overseas talents to work and start

inseparable from the rest of the world, and the

businesses in China, striving to make China a

world is also becoming increasingly in need of

favored destination for global innovators and

China in achieving scientific and technologi-

entrepreneurs.

cal progress. On the one hand, we need to
improve our ability of independent innovation
and run our own affairs well, because key and

Q:

Is China’s new development paradigm
of “dual circulation” a response to

core technologies cannot be acquired or pur-

international pressure? During the 14th Five-

chased. On the other hand, we hope to learn

Year Plan period and in the years leading up to

more of the advanced experience from the rest

2035, will China shift its focus to development

of the world, and share more of China’s scien-

of its “domestic circulation,” thereby diminish-

tific and technological achievements and con-

ing efforts to open-up to the outside world?

tribute more Chinese wisdom to tackle global

A: Fostering a new development paradigm is a

challenges.

strategic decision taken by General Secretary Xi

Looking forward, China will make greater

Jinping and the CPC Central Committee in or-

strides in opening up and cooperation in sci-

der to actively tackle the changing international

ence and technology. We are ready to carry out

and domestic situations, upgrade China’s eco-

dialogue and exchanges with other countries

nomic development in a timely manner, and

in regard to science and technology policies,

foster new advantages in international econom-

development plans, research ethics, and fields

ic cooperation and competition. It has played a

of common concern in science and technology

key role in the creation of the proposals.

as well as innovation. In regard to opening up

Economic globalization is currently en-

and cooperation, we will seek common ground

countering headwinds, unilateralism and pro-

while reserving differences, and strive to form

tectionism are rising, the COVID-19 pandemic

an increased consensus on international sci-

has brought about extensive and profound im-

ence and technology governance. At the same

pacts, and traditional international economic
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circulation has been substantially weakened,

kets can boost each other, with the domestic

or even hampered. Against this backdrop,

market as the mainstay—signifies that the Party

strengthening domestic circulation allows us

has precisely grasped and put into practice the

to enhance the resilience of our economic

laws governing economic development. This is

development, and at the same time increase

a proactive rather than a reactive move; it is a

international circulation, thus allowing the two

long-term strategy, not a stopgap measure.

circulations to boost one another. One com-

The new paradigm stresses dual circulation

monality between major economies is that do-

rather than domestic circulation on its own. By

mestic circulation can suffice. Like other major

saying domestic circulation, we mean “wide

economies, China, as the world’s second larg-

circulation” based on a unified domestic mar-

est economy, has made domestic supply and

ket, rather than self-centered “small circula-

demand the mainstay of its economic circula-

tions” based on local markets. It does not mean

tion. Since the 2008 international financial cri-

we will foster separate circulations in each and

sis, China has achieved remarkable progress in

every province, city or county.

rebalancing its economy. For instance, China’s

To foster a new development paradigm,

current account surplus plunged from around

we should first adhere to expanding domestic

10 percent of GDP in 2007 to approximately 1

demand as the strategic foundation, facilitate

percent in 2019. China’s degree of foreign trade

national economic circulation, and remove var-

dependence—the ratio of foreign trade volume

ious barriers to production, distribution, logis-

to the country’s GDP—has dropped from over

tics and consumption. To remove these barriers,

60 percent to just over 30 percent. Therefore,

we should deepen supply-side structural reform

China’s economic growth is increasingly de-

and achieve major breakthroughs in key areas

pendent on domestic consumption and invest-

and linkages. We should increase research into

ment.

core technologies and ensure the safety and

China has been highlighting the basic role

stability of industrial and supply chains. We

of consumption and the key role of investment

should optimize the structure of income distri-

since the 18th CPC National Congress held in

bution to expand the size of the middle-income

2012. In recent years, the contribution of do-

group. We should develop a modern logistics

mestic demand to economic growth has basi-

system, improve the consumption environment

cally remained over 90 percent, with the ratio

to promote consumption upgrading, and take

exceeding 100 percent in some years. There-

full advantage of the country’s huge market. In

fore, the driving force of the domestic circula-

this way, not only can we boost the domestic

tion has been remarkably strengthened. There-

economy, we can also create more market op-

fore, the adoption of the new development

portunities for the rest of the world.

paradigm—whereby domestic and foreign mar-

We should ensure deeper involvement in
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the international circulation, which is an inte-

economic decoupling between the two coun-

gral part of China’s efforts to establish a new

tries seems likely. In such circumstances, how

development paradigm. We should promote

will China achieve the long-range objectives

higher levels of opening-up and expand market

set for 2035?

entry for foreign-invested enterprises to better

A: It will take China 15 years, or three Five-

use resources from both domestic and interna-

Year Plan periods, to basically achieve social-

tional markets. Markets are a scarce global re-

ist modernization by 2035. The 14th Five-Year

source. We should build a market-oriented and

Plan covers the first five years, during which

international business environment based on

the country will embark on a new journey to

the rule of law. Relying on the strong domestic

fully build a modern socialist China. The Pro-

market, we should turn the country into a mag-

posals put concentration on China’s develop-

net for high-quality global resources, and make

ment in the 14th Five-Year Plan period as well

China a fertile land for foreign investment and

as outline the long-range objectives through the

enterprises, thus allowing domestic and inter-

year 2035. By doing so, the Proposals chart the

national markets to boost each other and pro-

course for continued progress; achieve popu-

moting mutual benefits and common prosperity

lar consensus; outline how to link, coordinate,

with other countries. Therefore, fostering a new

and integrate short, medium, and long-term

development paradigm by no means signifies

development objectives; and help strengthen

the weakening of the country’s efforts to open

strategic consistency. In 1995, the CPC Central

up. On the contrary, China will see a steady

Committee drafted proposals for the 9th Five-

rise in its foreign trade volume, the utilization

Year Plan, which also included the long-range

of foreign capital, as well as its outbound in-

objectives through to the year 2010.

vestment, and China’s international standing

To achieve the long-range objectives set

will also continue to rise, which is an important

for 2035, we do need an appropriate external

hallmark of major economies.

environment. Currently, as the international en-

Q:

vironment becomes increasingly complex and
According to the Communiqué of

uncertainty and instability notably increase, a

the Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th

more severe and challenging situation arises.

CPC Central Committee, the session raised a

However, we believe that peace and develop-

set of long-range objectives for China to basi-

ment remain the theme of our times and the

cally achieve socialist modernization by 2035.

will of the people. Despite strong headwinds,

By then, China’s economic and technological

the world will continue to move toward greater

strength and composite national strength will

economic globalization amid twists and turns.

have increased significantly. However, tensions

Nowadays, the world we live in is becoming a

between China and the United States grow,

global village, and the economic ties between
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China and the U.S., the world’s two largest

prosperity for everyone. Such a powerful force

economies, are determined by the complemen-

that promotes China’s modernization cannot be

tarity of the two sides’ economic structures as

stopped.

well as the openness of the global economy.

Opening-up is the right choice to promote

Under these circumstances, complete “decou-

development. General Secretary Xi Jinping has

pling” between China and the U.S. is utterly

stressed on various occasions that openness

unrealistic, will do neither side any good, and

brings progress while seclusion leads to back-

in turn will also harm the world. In fact, few

wardness. This is also an important lesson drawn

people want the two sides to decouple, while

from modern Chinese history. So whatever

far more opt to pursue sincere cooperation. In

changes in the international landscape, China

the third quarter of this year, despite the impact

will unswervingly adhere to its fundamental

of the COVID-19 pandemic, China-U.S. bilat-

state policy of opening-up. Through high-level

eral trade volume increased by 16 percent year

opening-up, China will provide a larger market

on year. So we should not be afraid of the dark

with more opportunities to the world, which will

clouds blocking our view; instead, we should

not only improve the development of China but

continue to adhere to the principles of peace,

also create a fairer and more equitable global

development, and win-win cooperation as well

economic governance system to push forward

as safeguard multilateralism, stay on the right

the building of a community with a shared fu-

path of history, and actively create an enabling

ture for mankind.

environment globally.

Innovation is the primary driving force for

To achieve the long-range objectives set for

development. We will undertake self-reliance

2035, the key is to improve capacity-building.

in scientific and technological development to

We should keep in mind the fact that China

strategically support the country’s overall devel-

remains in the primary stage of socialism and

opment, step up efforts to build a strong coun-

strive to run our affairs well. Of course, many

try in science and technology, and create new

complicated tasks await, among which the three

strengths for China’s development in all respects

most important are reform, opening-up, and in-

to provide strong support mechanisms for the

novation.

high-quality development of the economy and

Reform is a strong power driving develop-

people’s living standards.

ment. Through efforts to deepen reform across

The Proposals have been comprehensively

the board, we will build a high-level socialist

deployed in all of these aspects. We believe that

market economy that will fully unleash the vital-

as long as we deliver a good performance in key

ity of the 1.4 billion Chinese people, enabling

areas such as reform, opening-up, and innova-

them to create more social wealth, pursue

tion, we will achieve the long-range objectives

better lives, and ultimately achieve common

set for 2035.
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Foreign Diplomats Hail China’s
Development Plan

Song Tao, Minister of IDCPC, gives a keynote speech on a briefing organized by the IDCPC on the Fifth Plenary Session of
the 19th CPC Central Committee in Beijing on November 10 (IDCPC)

S

enior diplomats from over 100 countries,

of Macroeconomic Research, briefed foreign

including more than 60 ambassadors, gath-

diplomatic envoys on the CPC Central Commit-

ered in Beijing to attend a briefing on the

tee’s proposals for the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-

Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th Communist Party

2025) for National Economic and Social Devel-

of China (CPC) Central Committee, on November

opment and the Long-Range Objectives Through

10.

the Year 2035.
Song Tao, head of the International Depart-

Bakhtiyor Saidov, Uzbek Ambassador to Chi-

ment of the CPC Central Committee, together

na, was visibly impressed to learn that China had

with experts from the Central Commission for

extensively solicited comments and suggestions

Financial and Economic Affairs, the Chinese

from various sectors to formulate the 14th Five-

Academy of Social Sciences, and the Academy

Year Plan and the long-range goals through 2035,
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A briefing organized by the International Department of the CPC Central Committee on the Fifth Plenary Session of the
19th Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee in Beijing on November 10 (IDCPC)

a process that reflects the CPC’s philosophy of always putting the people first.

investment and import,” the Egyptian envoy said.
Socioeconomic measures put forward at the

Besides, buzzwords like the high-quality de-

plenary session will continuously inject strong

velopment, “dual circulation,” opening-up and

impetus into global economic recovery and

poverty alleviation during the event caught the at-

growth, contribute to the UN Sustainable Devel-

tention of the foreign diplomats.

opment Goals for poverty reduction, help tackle

“I am impressed by China’s achievements in

climate change, and offer a reference for develop-

poverty alleviation,” Mohamed Elbadri, Egyptian

ing countries in promoting social and economic

Ambassador to China, said, adding that China’s ef-

progress, Pham Sao Mai, Vietnamese Ambassador

forts in improving healthcare and education have

to China, said.

benefited every Chinese.

Noting China’s path to advancement, Uru-

“China is an important part of the world econ-

guayan Ambassador to China, Fernando Lugris,

omy and its development will draw more overseas

described Chinese and Uruguayan economies as
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Senior diplomats attend a briefing on the Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee in Beijing on November 10 (IDCPC)

complementary and said it is important for Uru-

for the member states of the European Union,

guay to better learn about China’s new develop-

including Croatia, to forge cooperation with

ment strategies.

China in the fields of electronics and digital

“I am convinced that China will make continuous efforts in improving people’s living standards
in the next five years,” he said.

technologies.
“Technological innovation has played a leading role in China’s development during the 13th

The foreign diplomats believed that techno-

Five-Year Plan (2016-2020) period, and it will take

logical innovation planned in the development

a larger proportion in China’s future economic de-

proposals would break new ground in China’s co-

velopment,” Carlos Miguel Pereira, Cuban Ambas-

operation with other countries.

sador to China, said, noting that the 14th Five-Year

According to Croatian Ambassador to
China, Dario Mihelin, China’s high-level reform
and wider opening-up will bring opportunities

Plan is a manifestation of CPC’s determination to
lead China’s development.
(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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A briefing organized by the IDCPC on the Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee in Beijing on November
12, targeting on foreign business representatives (IDCPC)

Foreign Businesses Briefed on China’s
Long-Term Development Goals

A

briefing was held on November 12 for

jor content of the CPC Central Committee’s pro-

representatives from major foreign cham-

posals for the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) for

bers of commerce and transnational en-

National Economic and Social Development and

terprises in China on the fifth plenary session of

the Long-Range Objectives through the Year 2035.

the 19th Communist Party of China (CPC) Central

Organized by the International Department of

Committee.
More than 100 foreign business representatives attended the meeting to learn about the ma-

the CPC Central Committee, the briefing invited
Chinese experts from economic and political fields
to interact with foreign business representatives.
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A briefing organized by the
IDCPC on the Fifth Plenary
Session of the 19th CPC
Central Committee in Beijing
on November 12, targeting
on foreign business
representatives (IDCPC)

Foreign business representatives on a briefing organized by
the IDCPC on the Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central
Committee in Beijing on November 12 (IDCPC)

China will continue to expand opening-up
and share development opportunities with the
world, the experts said.

A foreign business representative rises for questions during a
Q&A session on a briefing organized by the IDCPC on the Fifth
Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee in Beijing
on November 12 (IDCPC)

world economy in the post-COVID-19 era, according to attendees from the business circle.
Foreign business chambers and enterprises in

China’s new development blueprint put for-

China are confident in the development prospect

ward measures on stimulating domestic demand,

of the country and hope to advance cooperation

advancing opening-up, boosting technological

in investment and trade with China, the represen-

innovation, and promoting green development,

tatives said.

which will inject impetus into the recovery of the

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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Ambassadors’ Views on the Fifth Plenary
Session of 19th CPC Central Committee
Carlos Miguel Pereira Hernández, Cuban Ambassador to China
Science and technology and innovation are not only everywhere in China’s economic development process in recent years, but also embodied in many achievements.
During the 13th Five-Year Plan period (2016-2020), China achieved a lot in applying
and promoting scientific and technological innovation. During the COVID-19 epidemic,
the Chinese leadership made many efforts to give priority to these areas. We believe that
just as China’s economy has achieved major progress, so will its science, technology
and innovation. China is becoming more independent both politically and economically
as indigenous innovation grows.

Fernando Lugris, Uruguayan Ambassador to China
We would like to know about the new “dual circulation” development pattern proposed and China’s views on this new concept. To my understanding, the “dual circulation” model consists of two aspects: on the one hand, using China’s vast domestic market to enhance domestic consumption; on the other hand, expanding imports, exports
and drawing foreign capital through further opening up. Foreign enterprises should think
about how to tap into the pattern to better participate in China’s economic development.
I think the new pattern will bring a lot of opportunities for Uruguay, because the two
countries have established a strategic cooperative partnership and the two economies
are highly complementary.
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Ambassador to China
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Mohamed Abd El-Sattar Elbadri,
Egyptian Ambassador to China

It is very important to put forward

I am very interested in the sustainable

the new development pattern of “dual

and coordinated economic development

circulation”. With a population of more

policy that China has proposed. The pro-

than 1.4 billion and a middle-class pop-

posal to boost economic development by

ulation of nearly 500 million, China has

expanding domestic demand will improve

a vast domestic market with great poten-

people’s living standards. In addition, Chi-

tial. While promoting domestic market,

na’s expansion of domestic demand will

China will further expand its opening up

not weaken its opening up to the outside

to the outside world, which is a positive

world. Instead, it will also provide op-

sign for foreign investors eager to enter

portunities and attract more countries for

the Chinese market.

future cooperation.

Bakhtiyor Saidov, Uzbekistan Ambassador to China
It can be seen that the proposal absorbs the insights of people from all walks of life in China
and invites ordinary people, experts and scholars to actively participate in state governance. Over
the past five years, China’s economic and social development has made great achievements.
Against the backdrop of the COVID-19 epidemic, China proposes to build a new development
pattern, where domestic and foreign markets can boost each other, with the domestic market as
the mainstay. This is a strategic choice for China to improve the level of economic development.
Looking ahead, China will certainly strengthen its interaction with other countries and play a
more important role in promoting global growth, becoming the most attractive country.
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Pham Sao Mai, Vietnamese Ambassador to China
I am most impressed by the 14th Five-Year Plan proposal. First, China has officially proposed the dual circulation development pattern and promoted the transformation of the economic structure. At the same time, China’s door of opening up is widening. Second, China
continues to promote high-quality development, placing innovation at the core and for the first
time, putting the development of science and technology atop of its agenda. This is a very important macro-adjustment, which defines the development of China’s society and economy in
15 years and ahead.

Joo Salvador dos Santos Neto,
Angolan Ambassador to China

Dario Mihelin,
Croatian Ambassador to China

As one of the largest economies

We are confident that China and the

in the world, China is bound to show

EU member states, especially Croatia, will

its impact on the world’s economic

actively cooperate with each other in the

growth. China’s policy of strengthening

next five years. In the future, China and the

solidarity and cooperation with other

EU can conduct dialogue and cooperation

countries is conducive to promoting

in various fields such as data, electronic

their development, especially those

technology, and environment protection.

developing countries in Africa and the

In addition, it is more important to conduct

Latin America. Angola is an important

people-to-people exchanges in such areas

strategic partner of China. China’s prog-

as sports and culture.

ress will also boost Angola’s development and deepen the cooperation between the two countries.

(Source: CCTV News)
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Foreign Political Party Leaders’ Views on the Fifth
Plenary Session of 19th CPC Central Committee
Artem Semenov, a member of the Central Committee of the United Russia Party
China’s GDP totaled $14.89 trillion in 2019, accounting for 16 percent of the global economy
and contributing about 30 percent to world economic growth. China contained timely the spread of
the novel coronavirus disease and put its economy on the right track of recovery and development.
Against this background, the proposals for the 14th Five-Year Plan point out the direction for China’s
future development. While pursuing its own goals, China has always been concerned about the shared
future of humanity, pushed for wider and deeper opening-up, and played a leading role in world prosperity. Against the backdrop of global chaos, China’s responsibilities as a major country are admirable.

Aleksandar Vulin, President of the
Movement of Socialists in Serbia
We are pleased to see that the Fifth Plenary Session
of the CPC Central Committee has formulated a new
strategic plan for China’s development. We are confident
that China will make significant progress in poverty alleviation and accelerate its march toward high-quality development. I am deeply impressed by the new economic
development pattern of “dual circulation.” I believe that
China will continue to open up, and that the new pattern can provide useful lessons for the development of
our own country. The ineffective response to the novel
coronavirus disease is yet another example of the lack of
solidarity, and we call for cooperation to achieve common development. Socialism with Chinese characteristics has set an example to the world and made China a
country with global influence and capable of benefiting
all. Serbia will never forget the great help and support
China provided to us during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Randjelovic, Serbian
Progressive Party
In formulating its 14th Five-Year Plan,
China has solicited comments and suggestions of people from all walks of life, with
emphasis on putting people first, promoting modernization, social harmony, practical cooperation and the dual circulation
development pattern. This reflects the distinctive features of democratic participation and inclusiveness within the Party. The
CPC pledged to further strengthen China’s
role in global governance, open domestic
markets to benefit the people, promote
mutual respect and follow a development
path with Chinese characteristics. We are
ready to strengthen cooperation between
our two parties in the future, strengthen
exchanges and deepen bilateral relations.
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Sadok Jabnoun, Spokesperson of Tunisian
Qalb Tounes
Over the past decade, China has maintained an aver-

2020

Dilip Barua, General Secretary of the Communist
Party of Bangladesh

age annual economic growth rate of over 6 percent and

The 14th Five-Year Plan

achieved high levels of development in the economic,

provides guidance for China at

financial and social sectors. A total of 800 million people

a critical time. Bangladesh is

have been lifted out of poverty, accounting for more than

a close neighbor of China and

70 percent of the world’s total. Despite the impact of CO-

faces many development chal-

VID-19, China’s GDP will exceed 100 trillion yuan by

lenges itself. We look forward to

2020, making it one of the countries with the fastest eco-

deepening our cooperative rela-

nomic recovery. In addition, China is becoming a global

tions with China, as the country

high-tech center, paying more attention to the added value

is now fostering a new develop-

of economic development and promoting 5G and 6G

ment pattern where domestic

technologies. Cities such as Shenzhen are speeding up

and foreign markets can boost

their efforts to follow eco-friendly green and low-carbon

each other, with the domestic

development and accelerate economic integration with

market as the mainstay.

other cities. We believe that China has a broad prospect.
We hope that China can step up cooperation with African
countries and promote the economic and technological
collaboration between Tunisia and China to a higher level.

Ananda Pokharel, General Secretary of Friends of Silk Road
China has made remarkable achievements during the 13th Five-Year Plan period,
which reflects its strategic planning and thorough implementation. Facing the increasing
uncertainties and the COVID-19 pandemic, the Fifth Plenary Session pointed out that
China is still in an important period of strategic opportunity for development at present and for the foreseeable future. This demonstrates China’s resolve and confidence in
development. This has not only enhanced the confidence of other countries for future
development, and also injected impetus to the world economic recovery against the
pandemic. We hope that China and Nepal can enhance the exchanges of experience in
governance and help Nepal accelerate its economic growth.
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Foreign Businesses’ Views of China’s New Goals
Alan Beebe, President of the American Chamber of Commerce in China
As the world economy has reached a turning point, China’s leading role in the international
economic arena is strengthening. Looking back, China has carried out reform and opening up for
more than 40 years. I hope China will further deepen reform and open wider to the outside world.
I believe that in the future, China will play a more important role in global economy and trade.
With China’s deep involvement in the global economy, members of the American Chamber of
Commerce in China are also gaining opportunities and look forward to continuing to benefit from
China’s wider opening-up. The phase one trade agreement between China and the United States
has been reached, which is beneficial to both sides. The U.S. companies very much hope that the
deal can be firmly implemented, and hope that the phase two negotiations can continue to discuss structural issues of China-U.S. trade and economic relations and make possible progress. Of
course, it depends on the attitude of the new U.S. administration and the Chinese side. We hope
that the phase two negotiations can proceed smoothly and achieve a win-win result.

Dmitry Novikov, Russian Coordinator of China-Russia Culture
and Business Center

Fujihara Tomoki, Director of
Economic Department JETRO Beijing

China-Russia relations enjoy a pro-

The proposals for the 14th Five-Year Plan

found history. Nowadays, bilateral invest-

outline the direction of China’s development in

ment and cooperation have been expand-

the coming period. The Japanese side has been

ing. China has been Russia’s largest trading

paying close attention to this, especially on

partner for many years. Bilateral exchanges

what specific policies and measures China will

are not only reflected in economic and

take in the future and how to implement them.

trade, but will also promote collabora-

It is hoped that more Japanese companies can

tion in the fields of culture, education

get involved and contribute to China’s future

and science. China has made tremendous

development.

achievements during the 13th Five-Year
Plan period, and Russia has a lot to learn
from its experience.
(Souce: cankaoxiaoxi.com)
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‘Dual Circulation’ to Sustainable
Growth
By Dan Steinbock

W

hile the novel coro-

vision” seeks to realize the pri-

navirus fallout is

mary modernization goals, it

still escalating in

also offers the critical half-way

Western economies, China’s

path to 2050, when China is

economic rebound has begun.

expected to become a modern

Global recovery requires multi-

socialist country.

lateral cooperation that China’s

The stress on these medium-

new development strategy seeks

and long-term initiatives adds

to foster.

both direction and flexibility,

As the official document

which would be constrained by

released after the conclusion of

traditional GDP targets. Instead,

the Fifth Plenary Session of the
19th Communist Party of China
Central Committee shows, unlike
other major economies, the Chinese economy is now rebounding and fueling global prospects.
In terms of the past, China is

The author is the founder of
Difference Group and has
served at the India, China
and America Institute (U.S.),
Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (China) and
the EU Centre (Singapore)

set to achieve two of its centenary

the focus will be on what President Xi Jinping has termed the
“dual circulation” development
pattern to recalibrate China’s
domestic economy with the international economy, in order to
achieve more resilient and sustainable growth.

goals: building a moderately pros-

C h i n a ’s c o n f i r m e d C O -

perous society in all respects, and

VI D-19 ca ses remain be low

eradicating extreme poverty.

86,000, which contrasts starkly with the

Two centenary goals about to
be realized

numbers of cases in the United States and

In terms of the future, the plenary ses-

Europe, where they are on track to reach 9 to
10 million.

sion introduced China’s 14th Five-Year Plan

Wi t h t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e C h i n a -

(2021-25). And while the mid-term “2035

World Health Organization Joint Mission
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in mid-February, China’s success in con-

more than 13 percent after two consecutive

taining the COVID-19 epidemic was predi-

months of contraction suggests that confi-

cated on its rapid, broad and stringent

dence is rising.

control measures. That made possible for

Some analysts argue that China is grow-

China to “re-open” its economy long be-

ing more on the back of strong production as

fore other major economies.

domestic demand remains subdued, while the

Scientific approach vs. free-for-all
policy

U.S. is on a consumption-based recovery path

Although China had to cope with the
epidemic challenge first, its total case count
represents only 1 percent of that in the U.S. or
Europe. Why? Because the entire nation stood
behind a science-based public health policy.
In contrast, massive policy mistakes in the
U.S., Europe and elsewhere are about to result
in more than 45 million cumulative cases and
1.2 million deaths. Worse, they have already
contributed to a global economic contraction
that’s far more serious than during the Great
Depression.
As the plenum document says, the strategic plan for the rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation must take into account these pandemic
failures and their economic costs and geopolitical implications.

with strong retail sales but weak production.
But the consumption-led recovery in the
U.S. relies too much on very costly fiscal stimuli necessitated by the poor response to the
pandemic and rapidly rising debt, which both
distort the role of consumption.
As a share of GDP, U.S. fiscal stimulus
packages (13-plus percent) are twice as large
as those in China (7 percent). And thanks to
the printing press, ordinary Americans and
foreign investors end up having to pay the bill.
In China, the growth trajectory has been more
strategic, first, stressing supply, and over time,
demand, which is more sustainable.

Rising living standards,
end of extreme poverty
In 2020, China’s GDP is projected to
reach almost $15 trillion, which accounts for

Despite very challenging international

about three-fourths of the U.S.’ gross domes-

conditions, China has made extraordinary

tic product. However, the U.S. remains on

progress in the past year. In September, export

the path to minus 4 percent growth in 2020,

growth improved once again to almost 10 per-

whereas China’s GDP is likely to increase by

cent year-on-year.

2 percent－three times faster.

After more than two years of the U.S. ad-

Assuming peaceful and relatively stable

ministration’s trade war and the consequent

conditions, China’s growth potential could

dire global headwinds, Chinese consumers

remain significant in the medium term. In this

are understandably cautious and cost-con-

scenario, the size of the Chinese economy

scious. Yet the rebound of import growth by

would surpass that of the U.S. by the late
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2020s. That may be the side effect of China’s

ing world. Today, Sino-ASEAN trade seems at

future plans. But as the plenum said, what is

par with Sino-U.S. or Sino-EU trade.

more critical has been the success in build-

Moreover, regional differentiation is

ing a moderately prosperous society in all

likely to proceed fast, both internationally

respects.

(Belt and Road Initiative) and domesti-

In China and other large emerging

cally (the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao

economies, the middle-income groups have

Greater Bay Area). Plus, the acceleration

expanded dramatically in the past two to

of green and low-carbon development has

three decades. Yet they lack the accumulated

been evident in China’s initiatives since

prosperity and wealth that major advanced

the mid-2010s.

economies enjoy.

The new strategy also underscores the up-

China’s per capita GDP, adjusted to pur-

grading of China’s economic structure, higher

chasing power, is a fourth of that in the U.S.

value-added in manufacturing and industrial

But it is increasing faster in relative terms and

and supply chains. That’s the purpose of inno-

could exceed a third of the U.S. level by the

vation-led growth, including the emphasis on

mid-2020s.

semiconductor chips, artificial intelligence,

Largest social security system
in the world

5G platforms, renewable energy and biotech-

During the past half a decade, more
than 55 million people have been lifted out

nology.

China’s rise different from
Western nations

of poverty thanks to over 60 million new

Since its launch in 2015, the “Made in

jobs created in urban areas. More impor-

China 2025” plan has sparked some skepticism

tantly, China’s focus on the quality rather

in the advanced West economies. Much of the

than the quantity of GDP growth has al-

criticism is hypocritical, based on double stan-

lowed it to build the world’s largest social

dard. When today’s major advanced economies

security system.

industrialized about a century ago, such efforts

Now China’s basic medical insurance

at independence and self-sufficiency were typi-

system covers more than 1.3 billion people,

cal to all of them, along with high tariffs and

while basic old-age insurance reaches almost

protectionism.

1 billion people—which are vital to an aging
society and a remarkable achievement.

In contrast, China’s quest for major country
status rests on multilateralism, global coop-

In the coming years, the international

eration and shared future, which includes all

landscape looks dire. Indeed, China’s new

countries that seek to peacefully participate in

mid-term “Vision 2035” emphasizes the im-

common sustainable growth.

portance of domestic demand in a regionaliz-

(Source: China Daily)
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Roadmap for Future
By Josef Gregory Mahoney

A

key focus of the Fifth

to the novel coronavirus disease

Plenary Session of the

(COVID-19).

19th Communist Party of

Plenaries were already

China (CPC) Central Committee,

closely watched affairs, both in

held in Beijing from October 26

and outside China, and their im-

to 29, was the blueprint of the

portance has accelerated even

14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25),

more so this year. Indeed, China’s

which will be a key guide for

status as a rising power vis-à-vis

Chinese development for years to

the U.S. as a declining power, as

come.

the anchor of the Asian century

This plan is a set of major

and increasingly, as the manu-

adjustments as China continues

facturing capital of the world, as

to pivot away from export-led
growth and implements the dualcirculation strategy—which consists of making the country more

The author is professor
of politics at East China
Normal University in
Shanghai

an emerging global health superpower, and by some measures the
world’s most advanced technological society, means that others

self-sufficient, increasing domes-

in the world increasingly look to

tic demand, and simultaneously

China to be a driver of solutions

maintaining opening up and Chinese exports,
for the near-long-term at least.

to global problems.
These include producing vital supplies,

This adjustment arrives with the conver-

bringing stability and stimulus to the global

gence of three factors—longstanding needs,

economy in a time of pronounced crises, and

new pressures associated with Washington’s

serving as a global leader for preserving and

China containment efforts and threats of de-

reforming multilateralism, in tandem with

coupling, and a very fluid global situation due

confronting intersecting problems like global
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warming and the pandemic. But it also means

fact, many of the new ideas and core concepts

that some international firms will find their

can be viewed as reinvigorated commitments

China-related business models significantly af-

to older plans that had been lagging due to pre-

fected for better or worse.

existing difficulties associated with implement-

The new five-year plan, to be initiated at a

ing them, and which were further exacerbated

time when China and the world are undergo-

by new challenges presented by the U.S. and

ing major changes, marks, for China, the first

the pandemic.

of two 15-year periods. The first is expected to

On the one hand, the U.S. trade war, tech

basically achieve socialist modernization by

cold war and decoupling threat might make it

2035, in part by maintaining an annual growth

more difficult to initiate deeper economic re-

rate of 5 percent, avoiding the “middle income

forms that might have been implemented more

trap,” and improving governance.

quickly after the Party completed the bulk of

This would likely include when China

its anti-corruption drive. On the other hand,

achieves parity with the U.S., and serve as a

U.S. pressure has now made it clear that these

bridge to the second 15-year period, through

reforms are vital, and these older ideas have

which China aims at establishing a fully mod-

emerged more forcefully in better defined con-

ernized socialist country, marking the 100th

cepts like dual circulation, an improved global

anniversary of the founding of the People’s Re-

strategy for the yuan, and embracing inbound

public of China. And along the way, if all of this

and outbound foreign direct investment and in-

proves successful, it demonstrates the power of

ternational growth and go-global development

central planning.

strategies like the Belt and Road Initiative.

Responding to uncertainties

One outstanding question is how state-

China was in some instances pushed into

owned enterprises (SOEs) might be affected by

reactionary positions, particularly as the U.S.

the new plan, especially the large ones. With

targeted it with illegal tariffs and undermined

the pandemic this year, maintaining employ-

China’s reputation and advanced technology

ment was given priority over growth rates.

sectors worldwide, and also as the pandemic

Another question is, since the threat of CO-

unfolded at home and abroad and required ma-

VID-19 continues, and the likelihood of other

jor unplanned adjustments.

new diseases is increasing, what can China do

While the U.S. decoupling threat and the

to be better prepared for these challenges while

pandemic have impacted strategic planning in

also improving its domestic healthcare system

China, it’s easy to overestimate their effects. In

and emerging as a global health superpower?
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the plan via official websites. In fact, on both the

While the term dual circulation has be-

local and national levels, China has been experi-

come relatively common only this year, its core

menting for many years with increasing public

concepts are not entirely new. The term itself

consultation, institutionally through the Chinese

indicates two tactics at work simultaneously:

People’s Political Consultative Conference, the

continuing to export as much as possible while

political advisory body, as well as soliciting pub-

creating self-sufficiency in terms of domestic

lic comments for proposed legislation and rule-

production and consumption.

making.

These efforts have been hastened by U.S.

No matter to what extent this helps shape

pressures. But above all, China wants to make

actual policymaking, it provides neverthe-

itself less susceptible to foreign disruption and

less a voice for the people, and therefore, it is

global economic crises while also expanding

both inclusive and informative. Perhaps most

domestic consumption as a means for improv-

importantly, it helps the government better un-

ing the quality of life.

derstand what people think and want and vice

Middle income trap?

versa, and provides an important opportunity

There are many reasons why economies fall

for stakeholders to make their positions clear.

into a “middle income trap.” Here are three:

This marks a clear improvement for two-way

legal and political systems become entrenched

communication.

and prevent significant and effective reforms; a

New infrastructure, technology

nation fails to innovate and remain competitive;

Arguably, China was already emerging as

and external forces, like foreign competitors,

the world’s leading technological society, and

successfully limit or contain development and

the pandemic has only hastened this develop-

reform.

ment, particularly via digitalization. Before and

If a “middle income trap” emerges in

during the pandemic, the U.S. responded in part

China, it would present a significant problem.

by provoking global efforts to limit and in some

However, if the leadership maintains clarity on

cases outright ban Chinese tech-associated

reforms and combines these efforts with an effective go-global strategy and national defense,
then China is unlikely to become stuck or vulnerable the way other countries have.

Public consultation
This year, Chinese citizens can comment on

products, and Washington has largely abandoned or disavowed international efforts aimed
at curtailing global climate change.
Conversely, China has countered this in several ways. Aside from not abandoning the Paris
Agreement for greenhouse gas emission mitiga-
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tion, it has become a global leader in develop-

infrastructure strategy has become a focal point

ing and implementing sustainable development

for leveraging the private sector more effectively

and renewable energy. It has also committed to

in economic recovery and growth in the wake

reaching carbon neutrality by 2060.

of COVID-19, and also with an eye on long-

In response to the United States’ tech cold

term development.

war, China has moved quickly to identify and

In this respect China is outpacing many,

resolve various choke points with an increas-

if not all, international competitors, not just in

ingly vast array of public and private initiatives.

building the infrastructure of the future, but also

Given both economic and national security, it

by avoiding the sort of bail-out/stimulus-related

seems incredibly unlikely that these efforts will

problems that accumulated in the wake of the

be allowed to come up short.

global financial crisis of 2008, and that are ac-

These efforts also link with government in-

cumulating now in the U.S. and other places.

centives for the private sector to rapidly expand

Therefore, in so many words, these multiple

and build up new infrastructure—including data

plans and strategies unfolding with the 14th

centers, 5G networks, artificial intelligence, the

Five-Year Plan aim to avoid new problems while

Internet of Things and electric vehicle charging

laying a foundation for a stronger future econ-

stations.

omy, improved governance and better national

Of course, China was already developing in
this direction before the pandemic, but the new

security.
(Source: Beijing Review)
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China’s Economic and Social
Development

E

nhanced
National
Strength

China’s gross domestic product (GDP) totaled 99.1 trillion yuan
($14.8 trillion) in 2019, accounting for 16 percent of the global
economy and contributing about 30 percent to world economic
growth.
In 2019, China’s per capita GDP exceeded the 10,000-dollar
mark for the first time as the size of its middle-income group continued to expand.
From 2015 to 2019, more than
in urban areas.

60 million new jobs were created

The overall prices remained stable. China’s foreign exchange
reserves maintained above $3 trillion.
The total output of grain has remained above
tonnes for many years in a row.

650 million

The value-added output of the manufacturing industry has
the world for many years.

topped

The value-added output of the service sector accounted for 53.9
percent of GDP in 2019, up 3.4 percentage points from
2015.
By the end of 2019, China’s high-speed railway network topped

35,000 km, accounting for more than two thirds of the world’s

total.

China has more than
in the world.

140,000 km of expressways, ranking first

Steady progress has been made in 5G commercial use.
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A bullet train runs through the Juyongguan Tunnel of the Beijing-Zhangjiakou High-Speed Railway in Beijing on October 6
(XINHUA)

>
An unmanned carrier with artificial intelligence and 5G technologies
operates in the workshop of a digital technology company in Zaozhuang,
Shandong Province in east China, on October 26 (XINHUA)
Workers of a company in Chongqing, southwest China, make masks on
March 2 (XINHUA)
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Harvesters at work in a wheat field in a village in Dengzhou, Henan Province in central China, on
May 26 (XINHUA)

A farmer loads harvested wheat onto a truck in Xinghuliu, a village in Liaocheng, Shandong Province
in east China, on June 15 (XINHUA)

2020

SPECIAL ISSUE ON THE FIFTH PLENARY SESSION OF THE 19TH CPC CENTRAL COMMITTEE

The construction site of the Beijing-Xiongan intercity railway in Xiongan New Area, Hebei Province in north
China on July 24 (XINHUA)

The Jinan-Tai’an Expressway in Shandong Province, east China, is put into operation on October 27. The 55.9km expressway has shortened the travel time between the two cities to half an hour (XINHUA)
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A container is loaded onto a China-Europe freight train at the Haicang Station in Xiamen, Fujian
Province in southeast China, on April 25 (XINHUA)

A robot grabs a drink for visitors at the 2019 World 5G Conference held in Beijing, on November
21, 2019 (XINHUA)
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oosted
New Developments

In 2019, China’s total retail sales of consumer goods, a major indicator of consumption growth, exceeded 40 trillion yuan ($5.98 trillion). And the contribution of final consumption expenditure to GDP
remained at around 60

percent.

From 2015 to 2019, the added value of strategic emerging industries
grew at an annual average of 10.4

percent in real terms.

14th in the Global Innovation Index, moving up three spots from the previous year.
In 2019, China ranked

The total investment in R&D ranked the second

in the world.

The rate of the urban population against the total population stood at

60.6 percent in China at the end of 2019, up 4.5 percentage
points from that of 2015.
Energy consumption per unit of GDP dropped
tween 2015 and 2019.

13.2 percent

be-

The share of good air quality days in China’s 337 cities at or above
the prefecture level hit 82

percent in 2019.

Some 74.9 percent of surface water monitored was graded Class
I to III (good quality) in 2019, up 8.9 percentage points from
2015.
The number of pilot free trade zones was expanded to 21.
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Robots and intelligent equipment for warehousing, logistics and manufacturing processes and supply
chains developed by Megvii, an AI solution provider, are displayed at China International Fair for Trade
in Services on September 6 (XINHUA)

Yang Feng, a river chief in Xinhe Community in Kunming, Yunnan Province, consults a local resident on
pollution control efforts on January 6, 2017
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A Chinese traditional medicine robot pulse a patient at China International Fair for Trade in Services on
September 7. It can interact with people through TCM diagnosis, and provides services such as physical
examination and health consultation (XINHUA)

A robot workshop in the hi-tech industrial zone in Tangshan, Hebei Province in north China, on April
29 (XINHUA)
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A hi-tech industrial zone in Yulin, Shaanxi
Province, on May 26. The area was
covered by sand dunes of Maowusu
Desert, China’s eighth largest desert
that spanned across 42,200 square
kilometers in Ningxia, Shaanxi and Inner
Mongolia in northwest China, 20 years
ago (XINHUA)

A live-streaming hostess sells edible fungus through live-streaming
in Zhashui County, Shaanxi Province in northwest China, on July 21.
E-commerce has helped many people get out of poverty (XINHUA)
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mproved
People’s
Livelihood

From 2016 to 2019, more than
rural areas shook off poverty.

50 million poor people in Chinese

The per capita net income of the poor rose from 3,416 yuan
($510.9) in 2015 to 9,808 yuan ($1,466.8) in 2019, an average
annual growth of 30.2 percent.
China’s per capita disposable income stood at 30,733 yuan
($4,461.95) in 2019, an increase of 39.9 percent over 2015.
The Engel’s coefficient, which measures food expenditures as a proportion of total household spending, dropped to 28.2
2019, down 2.4 percentage points from 2015.

percent in

Household appliances were popularized, and the average ownership
of cars per 100 households reached 35.3.
By commencing renovation projects on 21.57 million homes from
2016 to 2019, China has already exceeded its target for housing renovation in rundown urban areas set for the 13th Five-Year Plan period
(2016-2020), which was renovating 20 million homes.
In 2019, the rate for nine-year compulsory education was 94.8
percent, the gross enrollment rate of higher education exceeded
50 percent, and the average education for the working-age population reached 10.7 years.
The average life expectancy of the Chinese people reached
years as of the end of 2019.

77.3
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A technician works at an edible
mushroom laboratory at the relocation
area in Lianhua Village of Pengshui
County, Chongqing in southwest China,
on March 10. In recent years, the local
authorities have set up edible mushroom
production chain, agricultural products
processing companies and public
service facilities around the relocation
area, as a way to help villagers start their
new life (XINHUA)

A live-streamer dances during an online event to promote local farm products in Luopu, a county in Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, northwest China, on September 26. Luopu and nine other last impoverished counties in the
region were announced to be poverty-free by the regional government on October 19 (XINHUA)
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Aerial photo taken on August 31, 2019 shows Central Primary School of Fuwen Township at Fuwen Village of
Chun’an County in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province in east China (XINHUA)
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Students play at a primary school in Dongxiang Autonomous County, Linxia Hui Autonomous
Prefecture, Gansu Province in northwest China, on May 29 (XINHUA)

Villagers receive routine check-up at a rheumatism research base in the village of Caiqutang
in Yangbajain Township, in Lhasa, Tibet Autonomous Region, southwest China, on August 27
(XINHUA)
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