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AMONG KEY GROUPS
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THIS WEEK SOCIETY
XINHUA

Bridge in Clouds
Telescope Sharing

karst depression in Guizhou

China’s Five-hundred-meter
Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope
(FAST), the world’s largest single-dish
radio telescope, will be available for
global service from April 1.
The National Astronomical
Observatories of China (NAOC) of
the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
the operator of the telescope, con-

is believed to be the world’s most
sensitive radio telescope. It formally

across the world can make online
appointments to use the device for
observational purposes starting from
April 1. An allotted timetable will be
available by August 1.
year of the telescope’s opening to
about 10 percent of observation time
will be assigned to foreign scientists.
Located in a deep and round
4
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manufacturing system, with 2,121
green factories and 171 green indusThe building will drive the
development of high-end industries

2020.

New Landmark
Shanghai plans to construct a new
on the extended shoreline of the
Bund, Xinhua News Agency reported
The new block will be the
highest on the west bank of the
Huangpu River. The tallest building
in Shanghai, and in China at large,
Shanghai Tower standing on the east
bank of the Huangpu River.
The new building on the west of
the Huangpu River and north of the
Suzhou River is designed for

multiple global enterprises.

Carbon Emissions
China will beef up efforts to cut carbon emissions in the industrial sector
and roll out plans for key sectors to
reach a peak in carbon emissions, an
Efforts will be made to strictly
control new production capacities
within the heavy and chemical industries, and to cut the output of crude
steel to ensure a year-on-year drop,
Minister of Industry and Information
interview.
China has put in place a green

The country will encourage
green microgrids and prioritize the
use of renewable energies, according to Xiao.
China previously announced
that it will strive to peak carbon dioxcarbon neutrality by 2060.
All efforts now go into the
formulation of a roadmap for the
auto sector to meet these goals, to
promote the development of electric
vehicles, and to boost the recycling
of batteries for new energy vehicles,
the minister concluded.

Frosty Tourism
Chinese tourists are expected to

THIS WEEK
According to the report, the current ice-and-snow tourism season,
running from November 2020 into
March 2021, is expected to generate
billion) in revenue.
China’s ice-and-snow tourism business was hit hard by the

XINHUA

and snow during the current winter
season, a report released by the
China Tourism Academy said on

according to the Beijing Municipal
Ecology and Environment Bureau.
microns or less in diameter, which
can penetrate deep into the lungs.
Beijing Municipal Ecological and
Environmental Monitoring Center,
said that half of Beijing’s 16 districts
national standard last year, up from
In 2020, the city saw 276 days

million, resulting in a lost revenue
the concentration of major air polcompared with the previous season.
However, the report indicates
that the people’s support for the winter travel industry is on the rebound,
with more than half of the interviewees saying they will maintain or even
increase their budget for such trips.
Investment in ice-and-snow
tourism expanded during the last
three years, with the total volume
billion).

Cleaner Air

according to Liu.
However, experts say the BeijingTianjin-Hebei region and the nearby
areas now face the arduous task of
region’s air pollutant emission still
exceeds its environmental capacity.

Bullet Train

railroad in Tibet.

Climate Study

Fuxing bullet trains will run across
Tibet Autonomous Region in south-

Climate change could lead to more
cryospheric hazards, posing extensive threats to society, states a recent
study from Chinese researchers,
Xinhua News Agency reported on

when a new rail line opens, China’s

Beijing saw more days with good air
environment authorities announced
The average concentration of
crograms per cubic meter in 2020, a
and the lowest measurement since

A Learning Spree

With the launch of the service,
the Fuxing bullet train series will
be available in all provincial-level
regions on the Chinese mainland,
the China State Railway Group Co.
Ltd. said.
Track-laying work for the rail
line connecting regional capital
Lhasa and Nyingchi in eastern Tibet

The cryosphere mainly refers
to glaciers, permafrost, snow cover
and sea ice as these components are
continuously distributed below the
freezing point with a certain thickness.
Storing more than 70 percent of

the world’s freshwater resources, the
cryosphere plays an important role
in supporting key elements of the
Earth’s natural structure for life, such
as water resources, energy, and food
security.
These components are sensitive
to climate warming, and changes in
the cryosphere can lead to serious
hazards affecting society. Though
the threats attract much public attention, there is as of yet no synthetic
review available addressing the
changes in cryospheric hazards of
the past decades.
Results of the study have been
published in the academic journal
Earth-Science Reviews .

XINHUA

cases of the novel coronavirus disease on that day.
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THIS WEEK ECONOMY
Holiday Consumption
The consumer market remained
buoyant during the three-day New
Year holiday, with the average daily
sales of key retail enterprises up 6.2
percent year on year, the Ministry of
The companies saw sales of
food, clothes, home appliances and
digital products, as well as jewelry

respectively.
Sales at seven duty-free stores

manage non-performing loans.
While calling for efforts to advance the reform and restructuring
of rural banks, the guideline encouroffer help in purchases and capital
increases.
To mitigate the mounting risks
for some rural banks, the commistailor risk management measures
and stressed initiating banks’
responsibilities.
restructuring of rural banks.

earlier.
Service consumption also
picked up, with takeout transactions
jumping 17 percent year on year in
Beijing, the ministry said.

Bank Support
The China Banking and Insurance
Regulatory Commission released a
initiating banks to replenish capital
for rural banks and help them

transportation, environmental sanitation, postal services and logistics
and civil aviation airports, among
others, were slashed by 10 percent
compared to 2020. Other NEVs saw
a reduction of 20 percent.
According to an earlier circular
from the Ministry of Finance, the
country will prevent over-expansion
of NEV manufacturing.
In November 2020, a development plan for the NEV industry in
proportion of NEVs in the sales of
new vehicles is expected to rise to
used in public transportation will be

rural banks covering 71.2 percent of
all county-level regions by the end
of last September, the guideline said.

With the world’s largest invenpercent of global NEV sales.

NEV Subsidy Cut

Logistics Data

Subsidies for new-energy vehicles

The logistics sector sustained

part of the government’s efforts to
promote the healthy development
of the industry.
Subsidies for NEVs in public

2020, despite a slight slowdown
from the previous month, the
China Federation of Logistics and

The logistics performance index,
which tracks business volumes, new
orders, employment, inventory

percentage point from November of
the year.
indicates expansion and below that
mark, contraction.
With the Chinese New Year
(February 12 in 2021) approaching,
the logistics sector saw a seasonal contraction and the logistics
performance index fell back accordLogistics Information Center, said.
The sub-index for gross business
volumes went down 0.6 percentage
business activities were less active.
rates lost 1.1 percentage points to
The sub-index for new orders
business activity expectation was
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THIS WEEK
Negative List
A new negative list for foreign
investment access in the Hainan
will come into effect on February 1.
The 27-item list, jointly released
and Reform Commission and the
Ministry of Commerce, introduces
measures to promote opening
up in crucial areas, such as valueadded telecommunication services
and education, and to ease market
access in the manufacturing and
mining industries.
Restrictions on foreign
investment access to online data
processing and online transaction
processing businesses will no longer
apply when the list takes effect.
ties and vocational colleges
specializing in science and engineering, agriculture, and medicine
will be allowed to run on the island
independently.
Foreign ownership limits for
passenger car manufacturing will

be lifted. Regulations prohibiting
foreign investment in the exploration, mining and ore dressing of
rare earth, radioactive minerals
and tungsten will be repealed
either.

vouchers during a seven-month
campaign in 2020 to spur consumption dampened by the coronavirus
epidemic, according to local authoriThe coupons, offered via online
Meituan, helped generate sales
Commerce Bureau said.
after the epidemic had been largely
contained. More than 1,000 activities
covering catering, shopping, culture,
tourism, entertainment, education,
organized during that period to
boost consumption.
An online live-streaming contest

companies to participate.

Rail Hubs
and outbound China-Europe freight
trains passed through Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Region, northwest China, in 2020, according to

year, while those through Horgos
tity of goods previously transported
to Europe via air and sea shifted
to the China-Europe freight train
service last year.
Local railway authorities
expanded the capacity of the Alataw

million kw.
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The clean energy produced by
the Three Gorges project in 2020 is

generators, the Three Gorges project
authorities, the time a train needed
to pass the border was reduced to
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according to the company.
Currently, 22 lines run through
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THIS WEEK

Chaos on Capitol Hill
Supporters of President Donald Trump gather near the Capitol in
Joe Biden’s certification process
VCG
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THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS
XINHUA

Feng Zhiqiang

-

High-Standard Farmland

-

Economic Daily
December 29, 2020

China Newsweek
December 28, 2020
-

-

and short videos published on online platdevelop 100 million mu
1 billion mu

“Pakistan and China share a strong bond
of friendship, which is also a factor [in
Pakistan’s] procurement of the vaccine
from China, but the primary reason for
the decision is the good quality of the
vaccine offered by the Chinese company.”
, Pakistan’s Federal Minister for
Science and Technology, in an interview with Xinhua News
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-

“China firmly opposes the United
States’ acts of politicizing economic
and trade issues, and abusing its
state power and the concept of
national security to groundlessly
suppress Chinese companies.”
, spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, in response to the U.S. plan to delist three
Chinese telecom companies on January 4

THIS WEEK
New Professions
People’s Daily
December 30, 2020

-

-

-

FORMER HUARONG CHAIRMAN SENTENCED TO DEATH
Lai Xiaomin
residing in China’s northeastern areas

-

“I don’t feel that China will be pulling
back from the global market. I think
they will be encouraging businesses to
invest further into the China market,
both in some of the provinces, but also
nationally as well.”
, Managing Director of the British Chamber
of Commerce in China (BritCham China), in an interview

“We would like this as a way of reminding
for both our own people as well as the
international community that we learn
from past mistakes and we don’t want
to have any more of these sufferings.”
Pansy Ho, daughter of Macao billionaire Stanley Ho who
and donated it to the country, in an interview with
China Daily on January 3
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A drone dusts green beans with pesticide at a farm in
Wangmei Village, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
in south China, on September 20, 2020
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