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The first part of the 15th Meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the United 
Nations Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD), also known as the 
COP15, took place in Kunming, capital 
of Yunnan Province, on October 11-
15. While drawing on the know-how 
the international community has thus 
far gained in biodiversity conservation, 
the meeting also mapped out wide-
ranging plans for global eco-diversity 
governance over the next decade.

Chinese President Xi Jinping at-
tended and addressed the COP15 
Leaders’ Summit via video link from 
Beijing, presenting China’s practices, 
offering China’s proposals and sub-
stantiating China’s overall commitment 
to take up more responsibility in the 
field of biodiversity conservation.

Prioritizing ecological progress, 
China has elevated biodiversity to 
a national strategy, continuously 
strengthened and innovated protection 
measures on a distinctively Chinese 
path of conservation, offering Chinese 
contributions to addressing challenges 
in global biodiversity.

According to the Biodiversity 
Conservation in China, a white paper 
issued by the State Council Information 
Office in October, 90 percent of terres-
trial ecosystem types and 71 percent of 

key state-protected wildlife species have 
been under effective protection. For ex-
ample, the population of giant pandas in 
the wild has grown from 1,114 to 1,864 
over the past four decades.

China has assumed an active role 
in international cooperation targeting 
biodiversity conservation, and taken 
seriously its obligations under envi-
ronment-related treaties including the 
CBD, the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and 
the Paris Agreement. In his keynote 
speech, President Xi further announced 
the country’s initiative to establish a 
Kunming Biodiversity Fund and take 
the lead by investing 1.5 billion yuan 
($233 million) in support of biodi-
versity protection across developing 
countries. Additionally, China calls for 
and welcomes contributions from other 
parties to the fund.

However, enhancing biodiversity 
conservation and ecological progress 
is a long-term effort that cannot be 
accomplished overnight. It requires 
sustained and concerted efforts on the 
part of the overarching international 
community. China hopes to see the 
completion of the Post-2020 Global 
Biodiversity Framework during the 
second part of COP15, set to take place 
next year.  BR  
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HOMEMAKERS IN  
OUTER SPACE 

 
Zhai Zhigang (center), Wang Yaping (right) and Ye Guangfu, the three astronauts participating in the 
Shenzhou-13 mission, meet with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China on October 
14, two days ahead of their scheduled takeoff.

The trio will stay in orbit aboard China’s space station for six months.
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Inclusive  
Universities
The China Disabled Persons’ 
Federation said on October 11 
that 57,477 students with disabili-
ties gained admission to colleges 
and universities in the 2016-20 
period, up 50.11 percent from the 
2011-15 period.

A further 9,966 students 
with disabilities were  enrolled 
at institutions of special higher 
education between 2016 and 
2020, an increase of 47.54 per-
cent from the previous five-year 
period.

China has seen a steady rise 
in employment among college 
graduates with disabilities, with 
one-on-one services provided by 
more than 2,700 employment 
institutions readily available, ac-
cording to the federation.

Flood in Shanxi
Continuous rainstorms have left 
15 people dead and three oth-
ers missing in Shanxi Province, 
according to a press conference 
held on October 12 by the provin-
cial government. People’s basic 
needs are being guaranteed and 
daily production and order are 
being restored quickly, officials 
said at the conference.

From October 2 to 7, Shanxi 
experienced the strongest 
autumn flood on record. 
Continuous rainfall has affected 
nearly 1.76 million residents 
across the province, and 120,100 
people have been relocated.

About 238,460 hectares 
of crops have been damaged, 
37,700 houses collapsed or seri-
ously damaged, causing direct 
economic losses of 5.03 billion 

launched last October.
A total of six nationwide 

operations have been carried out 
to crack down on criminal gangs 
and to eliminate the use of 
subscriber identity module (SIM) 
and bank cards for fraudulent 
purposes.

The operations have blocked 
the channels used by gangs to 
trade in SIM and bank cards, 
significantly increasing the cost 
of committing fraud and reining 
in the number of such cases.

Chinese police have disman-
tled 27,000 syndicates involved 
in SIM or bank card fraud since 
last October.

Some 450,000 individuals 
suspected of being involved 
in these illegal activities have 
been punished, as well as over 
1,000 individuals who worked 
for financial institutions and 
telecommunication companies, 
the ministry said.

Bamboo Festival
China has more than 6.67 mil-
lion hectares of bamboo forests 
with an annual output value of 
nearly 320 billion yuan ($49.6 
billion), said Huang Zhengqiu, an 
official with the National Forestry 
and Grassland Administration, 
at a press conference on the 11th 
China Bamboo Cultural Festival 
on October 12.

China’s bamboo forest area, 
bamboo accumulation, quality 
of bamboo products, profits and 
exports are among the top in the 
world, said Huang.

The 11th China Bamboo 
Cultural Festival ran from 
October 19 to 21 in Yibin, a city in 
Sichuan Province.

This year’s festival was 
attended by representatives 
from industry management 
departments, key bamboo pro-
ducing areas, scientific research 
institutions, enterprises, and 
international professionals, who 

yuan ($780 million).
Relevant departments in 

Shanxi quickly responded. As of 
October 11, 30 blocked sections 
of expressways across the prov-
ince had resumed traffic, while 19 
sections of highway and 2,800 
sections of rural road reopened.

Fewer Telecom 
Frauds
The Ministry of Public Security 
said on October 11 that China saw 
fewer cases involving fraudulent 
activities committed via telecom-
munications or the Internet in the 
months of June, July and August 
compared to the same three 
months last year.

According to the ministry, the 
continuous drop in cases mainly 
attributes to a national campaign 
targeting such illegal activities, 
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Digital Payment
A visitor uses his mobile wallet to pay for his purchase at the 2021 Global Digital Trade Conference and 
Wuhan (Hankoubei) Commodities Fair in Wuhan, capital of Hubei Province, on October 12.
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discussed the development of 
the bamboo industry.

Wildlife Smuggling 
Probes
Chinese customs investigated 
923 criminal cases of smuggling 
endangered wildlife between 
January 2019 and September 
2021, the General Administration 
of Customs of China (GACC) 
said on October 9.

The probes involved over 
1,550 tons of endangered wildlife 
and related products, said the 
GACC.

As one of the world’s most 
biodiverse countries and one 
of the first nations to sign the 
UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity, China has always 
attached great importance to 
conserving biodiversity.

Chinese customs has initiated 
or participated in many interna-
tional joint actions, improving 
long-term cooperation mecha-
nisms to combat the smuggling 
of endangered wildlife and its 
products.

Entrepreneurial 
Support
China will renew its efforts to 
support entrepreneurship and 
innovation by college students, 
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Artistic Strokes
Students practice Chinese calligraphy after class at Da’er Primary 
School in Renze District of Xingtai, Hebei Province, on October 8.

according to a set of guidelines 
released by the General Office of 
the State Council on October 12.

Hailing college students 
as a vibrant force for entrepre-
neurship and innovation, the 
guidelines called for measures to 
create a more favorable environ-
ment for business startups and 
innovative projects launched by 
college students.

According to the guidelines, 
relevant departments should 
enhance intellectual property 
protection for such innovative 
projects. The report also stressed 
the importance of improving 
financial support for college 
entrepreneurs and innovators by 
exploring new funding channels 
and introducing favorable finan-
cial policies.

The guidelines also noted the 
need to improve entrepreneur-
ship and innovation education, 
urging colleges to devote more 
time and attention to these areas 
in their curriculums.

Social Organizations
China is expected to see 12.5 
million full-time staff members 
working in social organizations 
by 2025, according to a new five-
year development plan (2021-25) 
made public by the Ministry of 
Civil Affairs on October 8.

The development plan for 
social organizations mandates 
the number of registered social 
organizations that should oper-
ate in China and also requires 
the combined fixed assets of 
social organizations to reach 590 
billion yuan ($91.5 billion).

Over 80 percent of social 
organizations will have sound 
legal-person governance struc-
tures and no poor credibility 

records by 2025, read the plan.
According to official statistics, 

social organizations countrywide 
had created jobs for more than 
10.6 million people between 
2016 and 2020. They have also 
implemented more than 92,000 
poverty alleviation projects with 
investments worth 124.5 billion 
yuan ($19.3 billion), and partici-
pated in COVID-19 containment 
and business resumption projects.

Ice Lolly Jolly
Exhibitors display ice cream products on the opening day of Ice 
Cream China 2021, a trade show held in Tianjin on October 11. The big 
launch attracted more than 400 exhibitors and nearly 10,000 buyers.
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Foreign Trade
China’s total imports and exports 
expanded 22.7 percent year on 
year to 28.33 trillion yuan ($4.38 
trillion) in the first three quarters 
of 2021, official data showed on 
October 13.

The figure marked an increase 
of 23.4 percent from the pre-
epidemic level in 2019, according 
to the General Administration of 
Customs of China.

Both exports and imports 
continued double-digit growth in 
the period, surging 22.7 percent 
and 22.6 percent from a year 
earlier, respectively.

The growth of trade 
value with its top three trading 
partners—the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, the 
European Union and the United 
States—stood at 21.1 percent, 
20.5 percent and 24.9 percent, 
respectively.

China’s trade with countries 
along the Belt and Road routes 
rose 23.4 percent year on year 
during the same period, while that 

with members of the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership climbed 19.3 percent, 
customs data showed.

In September alone, the 
country’s imports and exports 
rose 15.4 percent year on year, 3.5 
percentage points slower than in 
the previous month, data further 
demonstrated.

Pricing Reform
The National Development and 
Reform Commission (NDRC) 
announced an improved pricing 
mechanism for coal-fired power 
on October 12 as part of the ef-
forts to deepen market-oriented 
pricing reform in the sector.

The market-based electricity 
transaction prices are adjusted 
in principle to a range of 
20-percent fluctuation in either 
direction, compared with the 
current ceiling of 10 percent and 
the floor of 15 percent from the 
benchmark price, according to 
the commission.

The prices for high energy-

consuming enterprises are 
not restricted by the ceiling of 
20-percent upward fluctuation.

All local governments 
should give priority to the supply 
of low-cost power for residents 
and agricultural production, the 
NDRC said.

Auto Market
Auto sales across the country 
rose 8.7 percent year on year to 
18.62 million units in the first nine 
months of 2021, data from the 
China Association of Automobile 
Manufacturers showed on 
October 12.

Sales of passenger vehicles 
reached 14.86 million units, up 
11 percent from a year earlier, 
according to the data.

In September alone, auto 
sales totaled around 2.07 million 
units, down 19.6 percent from the 
same period in 2020.

China’s auto production rose 
7.5 percent year on year to 18.24 
million units in the first nine 
months of the year.

Its auto exports of 1.36 mil-
lion units represented a year-on-
year growth of 120 percent in the 
same period.

Meituan Fined
The State Administration for 
Market Regulation (SAMR) on 
October 8 imposed a fine of 
3.442 billion yuan ($534 million) 
on Internet giant Meituan for its 
monopoly conduct.

The fine accounts for about 
3 percent of Meituan’s domestic 
sales revenue of 114.7 billion 
yuan ($17.8 billion) in 2020.

The SAMR began investigat-
ing the case in April. It found that 
since 2018, Meituan had abused 
its dominant market position in 
domestic food delivery services, 
forcing merchants to sign exclu-
sive cooperation agreements.

The company had also taken 
multiple punitive measures 
such as charging merchant 
deposits and employing tech-
nological tactics involving data 
and algorithms, pressuring those 

NUMBERS 

1991

2020

2020

China-ASEAN Trade

Trade Relations Growth in Trade Volume

China has remained ASEAN’s largest trading partner for 

12 consecutive years

ASEAN became China’s largest trading partner in

$685.28 bln
$8.36 bln

Total

China’s exports to ASEAN

China’s imports from ASEAN

$383.68 bln
$4.45 bln

$301.6 bln$3.91 bln
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merchants to “pick one out of 
two” to exclude competitors and 
limit market competition.

Those malpractices have 
weakened the innovative dynam-
ics and vitality of the platform, as 
well as harmed the interests of 
the platform merchants and con-
sumers, according to the SAMR.

The market watchdog has 
ordered Meituan to cease all il-
legal activities and return nearly 
1.29 billion yuan ($200 million) 
in deposits paid by merchants to 
cooperate exclusively with the 
company’s food ordering and 
delivery platform.

The company should also 
comprehensively rectify its 
misconduct, including improv-
ing the commission charging 
mechanism and algorithm rules, 
safeguarding the legitimate 
interests of small and medium-
sized catering businesses on the 
platform, and strengthening the 
protection of the lawful rights 
and interests of all delivery 
personnel, the SAMR said.

The company should submit 

reports on the improvements 
over the next three years and 
accomplish regulated, innova-
tive, healthy and sustainable 
development, it added.

IPv6 Infrastructure
China has built a world-
leading infrastructure for IPv6, 
or Internet Protocol version 6, 
as the nation’s 4G, 5G and fixed 
broadband networks have all 
been upgraded to support it, 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology (MIIT) 
said on October 11.

IPv6 is the most recent 
version of the communications 
protocol that provides an iden-
tification and location system 
for computers on networks and 
routes traffic across the Internet. 
It allows for much higher theo-
retical limits on the number of IP 
addresses than the current IPv4 
system and is better designed for 
the Internet of Things era.

Han Xia, chief engineer of the 
MIIT, said the number of applied 

IPv6 address resources in China 
now ranks first in the world.

Green Finance
Tibet Autonomous Region has 
channeled more loans into or-
ganic farming, solar energy and 
other green projects, official data 
showed.

At the end of June, the re-
gion’s green credit balance stood 
at 73.3 billion yuan ($11.4 billion), 
up 6.4 percent year on year, the 
Lhasa Central Sub-Branch of the 
People’s Bank of China said in a 
statement on October 10.

The figure accounted for 14.2 
percent of the total balance of 
loans in Tibet.

To support the region’s 
ecological protection, the sub-
branch has prioritized green 
finance and formulated a guide-
line on its development.

The sub-branch has also 
encouraged local lenders to 
develop new green finance 
products and services, as well as 
strengthened the supervision of 

green credit to forestall related 
risks, according to the statement. 

Upgraded Service
Global online retail platform 
AliExpress will offer Spanish 
sellers a logistics service that 
picks up orders in one day and 
delivers them within three days 
starting November 11.

The door-to-door order col-
lection and delivery are aimed at 
sellers across Spain’s mainland, 
Estela Ye, Executive Director 
of AliExpress in Spain, said on 
October 5.

With prices starting around 3 
euros ($3.48) a piece, the service 
can be used for a single parcel or 
multiple ones, the company said.

AliExpress is part of Chinese 
e-commerce giant Alibaba. 

“We have been able to 
present hundreds of Spanish 
companies with a high-quality 
comprehensive logistics solu-
tion,” William Wang, General 
Manager of AliExpress in Spain, 
Italy and France, said.

1993 2020

(Source: General Administration of Customs of China, Ministry of Commerce)

Improved Product Structure

$204.48 bln

$159.02 bln

$1.53 bln

$0.69 bln

China’s exports 
of mechanical 
products to ASEAN

Proportion in 
China’s total 
exports to ASEAN

China’s imports of 
mechanical products 
from ASEAN

Proportion in 
China’s total imports 
from ASEAN

28.9% 53.3%

11.1% 52.7%
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IMF
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Chief Economist 

Gita Gopinath speaks at a virtual press briefing during 
the annual meetings of the IMF and the World Bank 
Group in Washington, D.C. on October 12. The IMF 
projects that the global economy will grow by 5.9 

percent in 2021, down by 0.1 percentage point from 
July’s forecast
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THIS WEEK WORLD

RUSSIA
A medical worker in protective gear transfers 
a patient from ambulance to hospital on the 
outskirts of Moscow on October 11. Russia 

confirmed the highest daily count reported in 
the country since the outbreak of the  

COVID-19 pandemic in the past 24 hours  

UNITED STATES
People shop for vegetables at a 

market in New York on  
October 13. U.S. inflation  

remained elevated in September 
as supply chain disruptions have 

continued for months
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AUSTRIA 
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz is seen at a press conference 
in Vienna on October 9. On that day, he announced his 
resignation and presented Foreign Minister Alexander 

Schallenberg as his successor
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KYRGYZSTAN
The new Cabinet of Ministers of 

Kyrgyzstan, headed by  
Chairman of the Cabinet of 
Ministers and Head of the  
President’s Administration  

Akylbek Zhaparov, takes the 
oath of office in Bishkek on 

October 13

THIS WEEK

SPAIN
A paratrooper displays the national 

flag during Spain’s National Day 
celebrations in Madrid on October 12
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“China not only is equipped with  
booming middle-class consumers, but 
also shines in fostering innovation and 

embracing new technologies, which 
creates tremendous opportunities. At 

the same time, it has provided  
outstanding returns for investors.”

Brendan Ahern, chief investment officer at Krane Funds 
Advisors, a U.S. asset management firm specialized in 

China-focused exchange traded funds, in an interview with 
Xinhua News Agency, on October 12

“As we navigate a shared path out of the 
pandemic, it is time to put all hands on 
deck to turn sustainable transport into 
a force for the Sustainable Development 
Goals and climate action. With the clock 
already ticking on our 2030 deadline, we 

cannot afford to miss this boat.”
Liu Zhenmin, UN Under Secretary General for Economic and 

Social Affairs, in a signed op-ed, on October 13



PEOPLE & POINTS
RADAR EXPERT HONORED WITH ‘ROLE MODEL OF THE TIMES’

parking fees and long charging times. 
The development of EVs acceler-

ates the interconnection of charging 
facilities and promotes the sustainable 
development of EV charging services. 
Nevertheless, many charging companies 
have been suffering long-running losses 
due to high initial investment burdens, a 
slow return on investment and a relatively 
small, but growing, user base.

Establishing a network of charging sta-
tions for EVs requires multiple supporting 
mechanisms, including subsidy and policy 
optimization. The EV charging service indus-
try should feature professional bodies that can 
accomplish precise positioning and mobile 
payment adaptation to improve overall user  
experience. 

Liu Yongtan, an academician at the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese 
Academy of Engineering, was given the honorary title of Role Model of the Times 
on September 29 in recognition of his contributions to the development of radar 
technology used at sea.  

Liu, born in Jiangsu Province in 1936, is on the cutting edge of global develop-
ment in radar technology.  

In 1997, Liu’s team officially started engineering the new 
radar system. After thousands of tests and improvements, Liu’s 
team completed China’s first new radar system in the fall of 
2011. The radar boasted full-time, all-weather and long-range 
detection capabilities, representing a breakthrough in China’s 
long-range maritime detection technology.

In January 2019, he won the State Natural Science Award, 
the nation’s highest honor for basic research.

Anxiety Over Imperfection
Lifeweek
October 11
A 32-year-old manager at a global 
venture capital firm, has reportedly 
died after fainting during a training 
course on August 17. 

Since the beginning of this cen-
tury, several domestic psychological 
training programs have witnessed 
course-related accidents or deaths. 
The demand to “become a better  

Electric Vehicles 
Economic Daily

October 11
Electric vehicles (EVs) are rapidly devel-
oping in China, but the charging of EVs 
still faces many difficulties. During the 
National Day holiday, a number of own-
ers reportedly had to queue up for almost 
four hours at a service zone, before they 
could charge their cars. 

Although the construction of special 
charging piles is underway in some urban 
areas, it remains rather difficult to install a 
charging pile on a residential parking lot. 
In addition, the use of public charging sta-
tions comes with several issues, including 
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“Economic cooperation and trade are vital 
to the shared interests of China and the 

U.S., and any setback will be fundamentally 
harmful… The trade war with China has cost 

the U.S. around 300,000 jobs, and every 
American family has lost about $600. Over 

90 percent of the costs caused by the extra 
tariffs on Chinese imports have been borne 
by American companies and consumers.”
Le Yucheng, Vice Foreign Minister, in an interview with CGTN,  

on October 11

“China’s recent move to apply for 
membership in the Comprehensive 

and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP) is a hugely positive 

development...This application to 
join the CPTPP reflects the long-

term strategic thinking of China.”
Kishore Mahbubani, former Singaporean Foreign 

Minister, in an interview with Global Times,  
on October 12

THIS WEEK

 A YOUNG WILDLIFE CONSERVATIONIST AT COP15

Chu Wenwen, a wildlife conservationist from Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, spoke 
during the opening ceremony of the 15th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
UN Convention on Biological Diversity in Kunming, Yunnan Province, on October 11. 

Chu, born in 1994, registered a nature conservation association in 2016, concentrating 
her work on beavers. Later, she initiated the beaver canteen program, which attracted over 
1 million Internet users to donate their snack money. That same year, 
her nature conservation association gained the official recognition of 
the local government and was upgraded to the Nature Conservation 
Association of Altay.

Listed as a first-class state-protected animal in China, Mengxin 
beavers are the only beaver species in China, living along the Ulungur 
River in Xinjiang’s Altay Prefecture. 

person” brings pressure. Today, the 
quest for self-actualization has cre-
ated a booming market. People can 
discover a great variety of resources, 
including books, training courses, on-
line courses, to help them become the 
person they really want to be. 

A report on the personal develop-
ment market delivered by Grand View 
Research based on research across 
China, the U.S., India and Europe 
estimates that the scope of the global 
self-growth market was nearly $38.2 
billion in 2019. This figure is bound 
to increase with an annual growth rate 
of 5.1 percent from 2020 to 2027, es-
pecially within the Asia-Pacific. 

People always regard perfection 
as a virtue. However, the irony holds 
that the desire for perfection may not 
necessarily make one become a better 
person. Since the late 1970s, the con-
cept of “perfectionism” has gradually 
grown into an independent sector in 
psychology. Professionals find that the 
pursuit of perfection is not a yearning 
for excellence, but rather an anxiety 
over not being “good enough” or  
“perfect.” 

to 11.76 trillion yuan ($1.82 trillion) in 
2020. The online retail sales of physical 
goods rose 14.8 percent to 9.8 trillion 
yuan ($1.52 trillion) last year. 

Newly emerging cases of fraud re-
quire stricter supervision mechanisms of 
e-commerce. The improved integrity in 
online trade provides opportunities for 
digital governance. 

Developing digital technologies in-
cluding blockchain, big data and artificial 
intelligence also drives digital governance. 
Keeping up with the digital era, clear 
policy guidance will ensure the manifold 
supervision of digital governance and cre-
ate a better-quality and more efficient e-
commerce market at large. 

New E-Commerce 
Guangming Daily
October 9
The First China New E-Commerce 
Conference took place in Changchun, 
Jilin Province, on October 9. The 
conference, with a focus on New 
Economy, New Business Models 
and New Development, included five 
sub-forums, one of which concen-
trated on promoting integrity in new  
e-commerce. 

According to data from the National 
Bureau of Statistics, China’s online retail 
sales surged 10.9 percent year on year 
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biodiversity crisis By Li Qing


