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9. Spurring ecological advancement

Since the launch of reform and opening up, the Party has paid
increasingly greater attention to ecological conservation and envi-
ronmental protection, a major area in which we are still falling short.
China faces increasingly grave problems in the form of tightening
environmental and resource constraints and ecological degradation. In
particular, environmental pollution and ecological damage of various
kinds are becoming increasingly commonplace, impairing our coun-
try’s development and people’s wellbeing. We will pay an extremely
heavy price unless we reverse the trend of ecological and environ-
mental deterioration as soon as possible.

The Central Committee has emphasized that ecological conser-
vation is of vital importance for the sustainable development of the
Chinese nation. To protect the environment is to protect the produc-
tive forces, and to improve the environment is to boost the productive
forces. We must never sacrifice the environment in exchange for tran-
sient economic growth. We must stay true to the principle that lucid
waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets, continue our holistic
approach to the conservation of mountain, river, forest, farmland, lake,
grassland, and desert ecosystems, and protect and cherish our natural
environment as we do our own lives. We must act with greater resolve
to promote green, circular, and low-carbon development, and adhere
to a model of sustainable development featuring increased production,
higher living standards, and healthy ecosystems.

Through all-out efforts in the areas of theory, law, institutions,
organization, and conduct, the Party has strengthened ecological con-
servation and environment protection in all dimensions and regions
and at all times. We have promoted the enforcement of red lines for
ecological conservation, set benchmarks for environmental quality,
imposed caps on resource utilization, and launched a whole raft of
pioneering initiatives that will have fundamental and far-reaching
significance. We have worked to implement the functional zoning
strategy and set up sound systems in the following areas: property
rights for natural resource assets, territorial space development and
protection, performance evaluation and accountability for ecological
conservation, compensation for ecological conservation, designation
of river, lake, and forest chiefs, assignment of equal responsibilities
for environmental protection to Party committees and governments,
and charging officials with environmental protection responsibilities
in addition to their prescribed duties. Corresponding laws and regula-
tions have been formulated and/or revised.

We have optimized planning for development and protection of
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territorial space, built a national park-based system of nature reserves,
moved forward with large-scale afforestation, and better protected and
improved the ecosystems of major rivers, lakes, and wetlands, and
coastlines. We have redoubled efforts to preserve and restore ecosys-
tems and protect biodiversity, and developed spatial layouts, industrial
structures, and ways of production and living that help conserve re-
sources and protect the environment.

Under the Party’s leadership, China has achieved initial success
in the critical battle against pollution. Three major action plans on ad-
dressing air, water, and soil pollution have been fully implemented.
‘We have continued working to keep our skies blue, our waters clear,
and our lands pollution-free, improved rural living environments, and
completely banned the importation of solid waste. We have carried
out central government environmental inspections, strictly investi-
gated and prosecuted a number of major representative cases of eco-
logical damage, and addressed a number of environmental problems
that have aroused strong public concern. China has played an active
role in global environmental and climate governance, and pledged to
reach peak carbon emissions before 2030 and achieve carbon neutral-
ity before 2060, demonstrating its commitment to act as a responsible
major country.

Since the Party’s 18th National Congress, the Central Committee
has devoted greater efforts than ever before to ecological conservation.
The whole Party and the entire nation have become more conscious
and active in pursuing green development, and made significant prog-
ress in building a Beautiful China. Our environmental protection en-
deavors have seen sweeping, historic, and transformative changes.

10. Strengthening national defense and the armed forces

Since the launch of reform and opening up, China has made
constant progress in building a more revolutionary, modernized, and
standardized military and enhancing its national defense capabilities.
This has provided reliable security guarantees for China’s reform,
development, and stability. The Central Committee has stressed that
a country needs a strong military before it can truly be strong and se-
cure. China must build fortified national defense and a strong people’s
military commensurate with its international standing and its security
and development interests.

The Party has set objectives for strengthening the military and
defined China’s military strategy for the new era. It has formulated the
following three-step development strategy for modernizing national
defense and the armed forces:

e achieving the centenary objectives of the People’s Liberation
Army by 2027,

® basically completing the modernization of national defense and
the armed forces by 2035; and

e fully transforming the armed forces into world-class forces by
the mid-21st century.

The Party has worked to enhance the political loyalty of the armed
forces, strengthen them through reform, science and technology, and
training of competent personnel, and run them in accordance with the
law. It has accelerated efforts to modernize military theory, organiza-
tion, personnel, and weaponry and equipment and to integrate mecha-
nization with the application of information and smart technologies
within the military. Troop training and battle preparedness have been
bolstered across the board. Through these efforts, China has adhered
to its own path in building a strong military.

To build strong people’s armed forces, it is of paramount impor-
tance to uphold the fundamental principle and system of absolute
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Party leadership over the military, to ensure that supreme leadership
and command authority rest with the Party Central Committee and the
Central Military Commission (CMC), and to fully enforce the system
of the CMC chairman assuming overall responsibility.

For a period of time, the Party’s leadership over the military was
obviously lacking. If this problem had not been completely solved, it
would not only have diminished the military’s combat capacity, but
also undermined the key political principle that the Party commands
the gun. Setting their sights on this problem, the Central Commit-
tee and the CMC have worked vigorously to govern the military
with strict discipline in every respect and made resolute decisions
to enforce political discipline within the military. At the conference
on military political work in 2014 in Gutian, Fujian Province, a plan
was unveiled for enhancing the political loyalty of the armed forces
in the new era, restoring and carrying on the proud traditions and fine
conduct of the Party and the military, and improving political work
through rectification. An all-around push was made to strengthen the
Party’s leadership and Party building, improve Party conduct, build
integrity, and fight corruption in the military. Grave violations of Party
discipline and state laws including those involving Guo Boxiong, Xu
Caihou, Fang Fenghui, and Zhang Yang were thoroughly investigated
and punished, and their negative influence was completely eliminated.
With this, the political environment in the people’s armed forces has
made a fundamental turn for the better.

The Party has set forth the strategy of strengthening the armed
forces through reform, and led efforts to conduct the most extensive
and profound reform of national defense and the armed forces since
the founding of the People’s Republic. It has reshaped the leadership
and command system of the military, its system of modern military
forces, and its system of military policies. The number of active ser-
vice personnel has been cut by 300,000. A new military structure has
been established with the CMC exercising overall leadership, the the-
ater commands responsible for military operations, and the services
focusing on developing capabilities.

In response to the new global military revolution, we have imple-
mented the strategy of strengthening the armed forces through science
and technology. We have made our people’s military more innovative,
established a robust modern logistics system, and achieved major
progress in developing weapons and equipment and national defense-
related science and technology.

We have implemented the strategy of strengthening the armed
forces by training competent personnel, established military educa-
tion policies for the new era, and specified a set of criteria for good
military officers. We have worked to develop a new type of military
personnel training system consisting of military academies, military
training, and military vocational education to train revolutionary
officers and soldiers in the new era with faith, ability, courage, and
integrity, and to build highly capable forces with ironclad convictions,
beliefs, discipline, and sense of duty.

We have implemented the strategy of running the armed forces in
accordance with the law, built a Chinese system for law-based admin-
istration of military affairs, and expedited fundamental transforma-
tions in the way our military is run. We have advanced the develop-
ment of the military honors system.

The Party has set the missions and tasks for the armed forces in
the new era. It has created new methods for providing military strate-
gic guidance, improved the military strategic layout, and strengthened
the armed forces’ strategic functions in shaping our military posture,
managing crises, and deterring and winning wars. Devoting intense
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