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Editor’s Note:
Since the 18th Communist Party of China (CPC) National 
Congress, the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of China with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core has, from the 
height of the sustainable development of the Chinese nation, 
grasped the important position and strategic significance of 
ecological protection in the cause of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics in the new era, dynamically promoted the 
theoretical, practical and institutional innovations of ecologi-
cal civilization, as well as creatively put forward a series of new 
concepts, new ideas and strategies, resulting in the formation 
of Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization.

General Secretary Xi has made a series of important 
speeches, put forward a series of important judgments and 
issued a series of important deployments at the National 
Conference on Ecological and Environmental Protection, 
the Symposium on Comprehensively Advancing the 
Development of the Yangtze River Economic Belt, and 
the Symposium on Ecological Protection and High-quality 
Development of the Yellow River Basin. Xi has further issued a 
series of important directives and approvals while embarking 
on study tours and research trips and presiding over collec-
tive study sessions of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central 
Committee. They offered answers to theoretical and practical 
questions about building an eco-civilization, such as why build 
it, what the goal is and how to achieve this goal.
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Xi Stresses Building Beautiful 
China, Advancing Modernization 
Featuring Harmony Between 
Humanity and Nature

The National Conference on Ecological and Environmental Protection is held in Beijing on July 17-18, 2023. 
Chinese President Xi Jinping, also General Secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and 
Chairman of the Central Military Commission, attends the conference and delivers an important speech
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he National Conference on 
Ecological and Environmental 
Protection was held in Beijing 
from July 17 to 18, 2023. Xi 
Jinping, General Secretary 

of the Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee, Chinese president 
and chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, attended the conference 
and delivered an important speech. He 
stressed that the coming five years will 
be critical to the building of a Beautiful 
China. He emphasized the importance 
of thoroughly implementing the thought 
on socialist ecological civilization with 
Chinese characteristics for a new era, 
adhering to the people-centered prin-
ciple, upholding and acting on the idea 
that lucid waters and lush mountains are 
invaluable assets, and placing the building 
of a Beautiful China in a prominent posi-
tion of building a great modern socialist 
country in all respects and rejuvenating 
the nation. Xi added that we should make 
remarkable achievements in promoting 
the significant improvement of urban and 
rural living environment and building a 
Beautiful China, support high-quality de-
velopment with a high-quality ecological 
environment, and accelerate the advance-
ment of modernization featuring harmony 
between humanity and nature.

Li Qiang presided over the conference. 
Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, Cai Qi, and Li Xi 
attended the conference. Ding Xuexiang 
gave a concluding speech.

Xi stressed that since the 18th CPC 
National Congress, we have regarded eco-
logical conservation as the fundamental 
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strategy for the sustainable development 
of the Chinese nation, and carried out a 
series of groundbreaking work with un-
precedented determination, intensity, and 
effectiveness. As a result, historic, tran-
sitional, and overall changes have taken 
place from theory to practice in ecological 
conservation, and major strides have been 
made in the building of a Beautiful China. 
Xi noted that by starting with addressing 
prominent ecological and environmental 
issues, focusing on combining work on 
selected spots with that of overall areas, 
and addressing both symptoms and root 
causes, we have achieved a significant 
transformation from remediation of ma-
jor areas to systematic governance in 
this regard. By maintaining the change 
of mindset and making sure that respon-
sibilities were fulfilled, and continuously 
strengthening the consciousness and 

initiative of the whole Party and the entire 
nation to promote ecological conserva-
tion, we have realized an important shift 
from passively responding to ecological 
issues to taking proactive actions to ad-
dress them. By keeping abreast of the 
times, having world views, and shoul-
dering its responsibilities as a major 
country, we have become a leader from 
a participant in global environmental 
governance. By constantly deepening 
our understanding of the laws regarding 
ecological conservation, we have devel-
oped the thought on socialist ecological 
civilization with Chinese characteristics 
for a new era, realizing a major shift from 
practical-exploration-based conserva-
tion to the one with theoretical guidance. 
These tenacious efforts have brought the 
country bluer skies, greener lands, cleaner 
waters, and a more colorful landscape. 

The achievements in ecological conserva-
tion in the new era have impressed the 
world and become a significant symbol of 
the historic achievements and changes 
the Party and the country have made in 
pursuit of its cause.

Xi underscored that our country still 
faces the structural, fundamental and 
sustained pressures in its ecological 
conservation and environmental pro-
tection. As the country’s economic and 
social progress has entered a phase of 
ever-accelerating green and low-carbon 
high-quality development, ecological con-
servation is still under multiple pressures 
and has a lot of difficulties to overcome. It 
is thereby imperative to plan and promote 
work concerning ecological and environ-
mental protection on the new journey 
from a higher position and with a broader 
vision and greater endeavors, so as to 
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The National Conference on Ecological and Environmental Protection is held in Beijing on July 17-18, 2023. Chinese President Xi Jinping, also General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of China Central Committee and Chairman of the Central Military Commission, attends the conference and delivers an important speech.  
Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, Cai Qi, and Li Xi attend the conference.
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ferent regions to collaborate on setting 
up goals, controlling pollution of different 
kinds and sources, and formulating poli-
cies. In this way, work will be done in a 
more systematic, holistic and coordinated 
way. Third, when it comes to the relation-
ship between natural rehabilitation and 
artificial restoration, it is essential to stick 
to the systematic protection and resto-
ration of our mountains, rivers, forests, 
farmlands, lakes, grasslands and deserts. 
We should aim at a bigger picture of eco-
logical protection from the mountaintop 
to the ocean. The methods of natural 
rehabilitation and artificial restoration are 
both applicable, and different measures 
should be taken to deal with different lo-
cal conditions at different times, in a bid 
to find the best solution for ecological 
conservation and restoration. Fourth, the 
relationship between external pressure 
and internal motivating power. When it 
comes to ecological conservation, we 
must have recourse to the strictest pos-
sible institutions and the strictest law 
enforcement to make external pressure 
something normal. Meanwhile, it’s impor-
tant to let the internal motivating power 
stimulate the whole society to participate 
in ecological conservation and environ-
mental protection. Fifth, the relationship 
between the dual carbon reduction goals 
and our independent decisions. We will 
resolutely attain the dual goals we have 

promised, but we must make the deci-
sions on our own when it comes to the 
path, methods, pace, and intensity to 
achieve them. No one should expect to 
exert influence on us.

Xi pointed out that we should contin-
ue to further the fight against pollution, 
and to take targeted measures and 
science-based approaches in accordance 
with the law. To keep improving the qual-
ity of our ecological environment, we 
should keep doing what we are doing 
now, and go deep in a bid to keep our 
skies blue, waters clear and lands pollu-
tion-free. Besides, we should accelerate 
the green and low-carbon transformation 
of our development modes, maintain 
green and low-carbon development as 
the fundamental solution to ecological 
and environmental issues, accelerate the 
formation of green production modes 
and lifestyles, and lay a green foundation 
for high-quality development. Efforts 
should be made to improve the diver-
sity, stability, and sustainability of the 
ecosystem, to protect it in an intensified 
manner, effectively strengthen the super-
vision of ecological system conservation 
and restoration, and expand the path 
of transforming lucid waters and lush 
mountains into invaluable assets, so as to 
leave a beautiful ecological environment 
for future generations. It is necessary 
to actively and steadily promote carbon 
emissions peaking and carbon neutrality, 
follow the principles of exercising nation-
wide planning, prioritizing conservation, 
leveraging the strengths of the govern-
ment and the market, coordinating 
efforts on the domestic and international 
fronts, and guarding against risks, imple-
ment carbon emissions peaking, carbon 
neutrality and the “1+N” policy frame-
work, develop clean, low-carbon, safe and 
efficient energy sector, and accelerate 
the construction of a new electric power 
industry, boosting the national oil and gas 
security capabilities. We must hold the se-
curity bottom line of building a Beautiful 
China, implement the holistic approach to 
national security, actively and effectively 
respond to various risks and challenges, 
earnestly safeguard ecological security 
and nuclear and radiation safety, and 
ensure that the natural environment and 

The relationship between high-quality development 
and high-level protection.

The relationship between tackling key challenges and 
coordinated governance. 

The relationship between natural rehabilitation and 
artificial restoration. 

The relationship between external pressure and inter-
nal motivating power. 

The relationship between the dual carbon reduction 
goals and our independent decisions. 

write a new chapter in the building of an 
ecological civilization for the new era.

While summing up its practical expe-
rience in the past ten years of the new 
era, and analyzing the new situation and 
problems it faces, China must adhere to 
the thought on socialist ecological civi-
lization with Chinese characteristics for 
a new era, and properly handle several 
key relationships when continuing its 
endeavors in ecological conservation, Xi 
said. First, when it comes to the relation-
ship between high-quality development 
and high-level protection, development 
plans must be made on the basis of a har-
monious coexistence between humanity 
and nature. High-level environmental 
protection should help China continu-
ously create new driving forces and new 
strengths for development, and commit 
itself to building a green, low-carbon and 
circular economy. In this way the coun-
try will effectively reduce resource and 
environmental costs, and continuously 
boost the potential and sustainability of 
its development. Second, when it comes 
to the relationship between tackling key 
challenges and coordinated governance, 
a holistic approach is essential. We should 
grasp the principal issues and the main 
aspect of these issues. Effective measures 
are needed to address prominent ecologi-
cal and environmental issues. Meanwhile, 
it’s imperative for departments from dif-
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conditions on which we depend for sur-
vival and development are not threatened 
or damaged.

Xi Jinping pointed out that the sup-
port system for building a Beautiful China 
needs to improve. We should coordinate 
resources in various fields, pool forces 
from all sides, and strike a combination 
of the rule of law, the market, science 
and technology, and policies. It is neces-
sary to strengthen the guarantee of the 
rule of law, advance the revision of laws 
and regulations related to ecological 
environment, resources and energy in 
a coordinated manner, implement the 
strictest ecological and environmental 
governance system under which above-
ground and underground conservation, 
land and sea protection are well coordi-
nated and so are actions between regions, 
fully implement the pollution discharge 
permit system, improve the natural re-
source asset management system, and 

perfect the system for regulating the use 
of national land space. It is necessary to 
improve policies for green and low-carbon 
economic development, and strengthen 
fiscal support, tax policy support, financial 
support and pricing policy support. It is 
imperative to promote a better combina-
tion of efficient markets and competent 
government, and integrate resource and 
environmental factors such as carbon 
emission rights, energy use rights, water 
use rights, and pollutant discharge rights 
into the overall reform of market-oriented 
allocation of factors of production, sup-
port market transactions such as sales, 
transfer, mortgage and buying shares, 
speed up the efforts to build a supervi-
sion system on environmental protection 
credibility, standardize the environmental 
governance market, so as to boost the 
sound development of environmental 
protection industries and environmental 
services industries. We should strengthen 

technological support, boost self-reliance 
and strength in green and low-carbon sci-
ence and technology, take the response 
to climate change, the control of new 
pollutants and others as key fields in our 
country’s basic research and sci-tech inno-
vation, focus on achieving breakthroughs 
in core technologies in key fields, carry 
out major actions on sci-tech innovation 
in ecological conservation, and cultivate 
a pool of high-level talented scientists in 
this regard. We should also advance the 
application of digital technologies such as 
artificial intelligence, build a digital gov-
ernance system for building a Beautiful 
China and boost green, intelligent and 
digital ecological conservation.

Xi stressed that building a Beautiful 
China is an important target for building 
a modern socialist country in all respects, 
and the Party’s overall leadership in this 
regard must be upheld and strengthened. 
The CPC Central Committee and the State 

It is imperative to promote a better combination of efficient markets and competent govern-
ment, and integrate resource and environmental factors such as carbon emission rights, energy 
use rights, water use rights, and pollutant discharge rights into the overall reform of market-oriented 
allocation of factors of production, support market transactions such as sales, transfer, mortgage 
and buying shares, speed up the efforts to build a supervision system on environmental protection 
credibility, standardize the environmental governance market, so as to boost the sound development of 
environmental protection industries and environmental services industries. 

It is necessary to improve policies for green and low-carbon economic development, and strengthen fiscal support, 
tax policy support, financial support and pricing policy support. 

It is necessary to strengthen the guarantee of the rule of law, advance the revision of laws and regulations 
related to ecological environment, resources and energy in a coordinated manner, implement the strict-
est ecological and environmental governance system under which above-ground and underground 
conservation, land and sea protection are well coordinated and so are actions between regions, fully 
implement the pollution discharge permit system, improve the natural resource asset manage-
ment system, and perfect the system for regulating the use of national land space. 

The support system for building a Beautiful China needs to improve. We should coordinate resources in various fields, pool 
forces from all sides, and strike a combination of the rule of law, the market, science and technology, and policies. 

We should strengthen technological support, boost self-reliance and strength in green and 
low-carbon science and technology, take the response to climate change, the control of new 
pollutants and others as key fields in our country’s basic research and sci-tech innovation, 
focus on achieving breakthroughs in core technologies in key fields, carry out major actions 
on sci-tech innovation in ecological conservation, and cultivate a pool of high-level talented 
scientists in this regard. We should also advance the application of digital technologies such as 
artificial intelligence, build a digital governance system for building a Beautiful China and boost 
green, intelligent and digital ecological conservation.
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Council will soon make systematic ar-
rangements for promoting the Beautiful 
China Initiative on all fronts. All regions 
and departments must strengthen their 
sense of responsibility and mission, and 
implement the Party Central Committee’s 
decisions and plans to the letter. Party 
committees and governments in different 
localities at all levels must unswervingly 
shoulder their political responsibility for 
building a Beautiful China, lose no time 
in researching and establishing an ac-
countability system for environmental 
protection covering leading officials of 
local Party committees and governments, 
and build a comprehensive and well-knit 
accountability system which ensures a 
correspondence between power and 
responsibility and keeps strictly the rules 
for reward and punishment. Relevant 
departments should conscientiously 
implement the list of responsibilities in 
terms of ecological conservation, intensify 
division of duties and strengthen coor-
dination so as to form a strong synergy 
for joint management in this regard. The 
people’s congresses at all levels and their 
standing committees should promote 
the rule of law in ecological conservation 
and strengthen the implementation and 
supervision of related laws, and the com-
mittees of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference at all levels 
should intensify the efforts to conduct 
special consultation and democratic over-
sight in boosting ecological conservation. 
We should also continue to ensure that 
central government environmental in-
spections serve as a powerful tool.

When presiding over the meeting, Li 
Qiang noted that General Secretary Xi 
Jinping comprehensively summarized in 
his speech the remarkable achievements 
China has made in ecological conserva-
tion, especially the historic, transitional 
and holistic changes in this regard. Xi 
also made an in-depth analysis of the 
current situation in promoting ecological 
conservation, expounded upon the key 
relationships in advancing the ecological 
conservation on the new journey, and sys-
tematically developed strategic plans of 
building a Beautiful China in an all-round 
way. All these provide us with a compass 
on how to advance the environmental 

protection and ecological conservation. 
We should thoroughly study, understand 
and act in accordance with the gist of 
General Secretary Xi’s speech, understand 
the significance of the establishment of 
both Comrade Xi Jinping’s core position 
on the Party Central Committee and 
in the Party as a whole and the guiding 
role of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics for a New 
Era, remain committed to upholding 
Comrade Xi Jinping’s core position on 
the Party Central Committee and in the 
Party as a whole and the Party Central 
Committee’s authority and its central-
ized, unified leadership. It is essential 
to combine theoretical study programs 
with implementing the gist of this meet-
ing and further motivate the public to be 
involved in environmental protection so 
as to make solid progress in ecological 
conservation and accelerate the building 
of a Beautiful China.

Ding Xuexiang in his concluding re-
marks noted that we should further study 
and implement the guiding principles 
of the 20th CPC National Congress and 
the gist of General Secretary Xi’s speech, 
firmly shoulder the political responsibil-
ity of building a Beautiful China under 
the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics 
for a New Era, especially his thought on 
ecological conservation so as to speed 
up the country’s modernization featuring 
harmony between humanity and nature. 
We should remain committed to advanc-
ing the critical battle against pollution so 
as to achieve the continuous improve-
ment in ecological environment. Green 
and low-carbon development should 
be considered as a fundamental way to 
accelerate the formation of the space 
layout, industrial structure, way of pro-
duction and lifestyle that is conducive to 
conserving resources and protecting the 
environment. We should adhere to the no-
tion of harmonious coexistence between 
humanity and nature and step up efforts 
in ecological conservation and restora-
tion. We should improve supervision and 
regulation of ecosystem protection and 
restoration. We should work actively and 
prudently toward the goals of carbon 
emissions peaking and carbon neutrality 

and make solid progress in energy transi-
tion to being green and low-carbon in 
line with the principle of building the new 
before discarding the old. We should be 
well prepared for worst-case scenarios, 
and manage and control potential risks in 
the ecological environment on a regular 
basis to lay a solid foundation of ecologi-
cal security for building a Beautiful China. 
Environmental inspections and supervi-
sion of law enforcement in this regard 
must be strict to crack down on illegal 
activities in ecological conservation and 
environmental protection. All regions, 
departments and units must strengthen 
organizational leadership, strictly position 
responsibilities, and strengthen support 
for concrete and effective implementation 
of the CPC Central Committee’s decisions 
and plans.

Leading officials from the Ministry of 
Ecology and Environment, the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, the National 
Development and Reform Commission, 
the Ministry of Finance, as well as leading 
officials from Inner Mongolia Autonomous 
Region, Zhejiang Province, Hubei Province, 
and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region 
delivered speeches.

Members of the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee, members of the 
Secretariat of the CPC Central Committee, 
relevant leading members of the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress, state councilors, president 
of the Supreme People’s Court, procu-
rator-general of the Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate, and relevant leading mem-
bers of the National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference attended the meeting.

The meeting was held via video 
and telephone. Also present were lead-
ing officials from different provinces, 
autonomous regions, municipalities, cit-
ies specifically designated in the state 
plan, and the Xinjiang Production and 
Construction Corps, leading officials from 
relevant central Party and government 
departments, people’s organizations, mili-
tary units, as well as leading officials from 
some financial institutions and enterprises 
under the direct auspices of the central 
government.  CI

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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Theories and Practices of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Ecological Civilization
Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization systematically explains the relationship between 
humans and nature, protection and development, the environment and people’s livelihoods, 
and domestic and international relations. Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization is 
described by “Ten Adherences”.

—Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization Study Outline

The Party’s overall leadership in the construction 
of ecological civilization11

We should adhere to the Party’s 
overall leadership in the construction 
of ecological civilization, which is the 
fundamental guarantee. We must 
focus on the country’s top priorities, 
effectively assume political respon-
sibility, and step up our efforts and 
solve ecological and environmental 
problems.

The Amendment to the Constitution of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC), adopted at the 18th CPC 
National Congress in 2012, includes “the CPC leads 
the people in building a socialist ecological civiliza-
tion” in the Party’s Constitution. The CPC is the first 
party in the world to incorporate the construction of 
an ecological civilization into the program of action of 
a ruling party.

Symposium on Comprehensively 
Advancing the Development of 
the Yangtze River Economic Belt, 
Chongqing

JAN 5 
2016

Symposium on Comprehensively 
Advancing the Development of 
the Yangtze River Economic Belt, 
Wuhan

APR 26 
2018

National Conference on 
Ecological and Environmental 
Protection

MAY 19 
2018

Symposium on Ecological 
Protection and High-quality 
Development of the Yellow 
River Basin, Zhengzhou

SEP 18 
2019

Symposium on Comprehensively 
Advancing the Development of 
the Yangtze River Economic Belt, 
Nanjing

NOV 14 
2020

Symposium on Ecological 
Protection and High-quality 
Development of the Yellow 
River Basin, Jinan

OCT 22 
2021

National Conference on 
Ecological and Environmental 
Protection

JUL 17-18 
2023
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A group of Tibetan antelopes pass through the Qinghai-Tibet Highway and head towards the Sanjiangyuan area in Qinghai Province, on July 28, 2023

Staff members with the Drolkar Lake protection station of the Hoh Xil management office patrol around the Drolkar Lake area in Hoh Xil, Qinghai Province, on June 17, 2023 
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A mangrove forest on Jinniu Island in Zhanjiang City, Guangdong Province on May 25, 2023

In 2021, the forest 
coverage ratio hit  
24 percent

24%

The forest stock 
volume grew to  
19.5 billion 
cubic meters

In 2021, the proportion 
of surface water at or 
above Grade III in the 
country’s five-tier water 
quality system reached 
84.9 percent

In 2021, the output 
value of China’s en-
ergy conservation 
and environmental 
protection indus-
tries exceeded 
RMB 8 trillion

84.9%
A black-necked crane photographed in the Yellow River Source Area of the Three-River-Source National Park in 
Qinghai Province on October 21, 2021
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We should adhere to the principle 
that when ecology flourishes, civiliza-
tion flourishes, which is the historical 
basis for the construction of an eco-
logical civilization. The construction 
of an ecological civilization should 
take the lead in coordinating the 
relationship between humans and 
nature and limiting human activities 
to the limits that the ecological envi-
ronment can bear.

When ecology flourishes,  
civilization flourishes22

The scenery of Nianbaoyuze Mountain in Jiuzhi County, Golog Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, the core area of the Three-River-Source National Park, 
on May 21, 2019

Drone photo of Qinghai Lake on March 19, 2022
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Wanghai Tower in Saihanba Forest Farm, Hebei Province on August 23, 2021

Workers collect data at the SaihanbalForest Farm in 
Hebei Province on July 12, 2017

A group of brown-headed gulls fly along the banks 
of Qinghai Lake on April 8, 2021
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Spring scenery in Yani National Wetland Park in Tibet Autonomous Region on April 7, 2023
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Ensuring harmony between 
humans and nature33

Ensuring harmony between humans and nature is the basic principle of ecological civilization. To stand in the height of 
harmony between humanity and nature to plan economic and social development, promote sustainable improvement 
of the ecological environment, and constantly forge a new pattern of harmonious development between humanity 
and nature.

Guangyang Island in Chongqing on November 2, 2022 Workers conduct ecological restoration operations on Guangyang Island in Chongqing 
on March 6, 2020
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Tourists visit Qinling Qingfeng Gorge Scenic Area in Taibai County, Shaanxi Province on July 10, 2019

The Central Green Valley, located in the launch area of Xiongan New Area in Hebei Province on September 8, 2022

XIN
H

U
A

XIN
H

U
A



14 SPECIAL ISSUE ON XI JINPING THOUGHT ON ECOLOGICAL CIVILIZATION

Lucid waters and lush mountains  
are invaluable assets44

We should adhere to the principle 
that lucid waters and lush moun-
tains are invaluable assets; this is the 
core concept of ecological civiliza-
tion construction. We should put 
the concept as printed in the brain, 
implement it in action and unswerv-
ingly protect the lucid waters and 
lush mountains so that a good eco-
logical environment can support the 
sustained and healthy development 
of the economy and society. 

Qinling Harmonious Forest Park on July 26, 2019. The park was built after the demolition of illegally built villas in 
Qinling, Chang'an District, Xi'an, Shaanxi Province

Waterbirds gather in Yani National Wetland Park, Tibet Autonomous Region, on February 2, 2021
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Tourists visit Yucun Village in Anji County, Zhejiang Province on August 11, 2023
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A sound ecological environment is the most 
inclusive benefit to the people’s well-being55

We should adhere to the concept 
of a sound ecological environment 
being the most inclusive benefit 
to the people's well-being; this is 
the purpose of ecological civiliza-
tion construction. We should firmly 
establish the people-centered devel-
opment idea, solve the outstanding 
environmental problems strongly re-
flected by the people, provide more 
high-quality ecological products and 
let the people live high-quality lives.

People enjoy a visit to the Ice Cube on April 16, 2022
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The average PM2.5 density of China’s cities 
at the prefecture level and above dropped 
from 46 micrograms per cubic meter in 
2015 to 30 micrograms per cubic meter in 
2021

2015 2021

The installed capacity of renewable energy 
was more than 1 billion kilowatts, 
accounting for 44.8 percent of China’s 
overall installed capacity.

44.8%

1 billion kilowatts
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Green development is a profound revolution 
in the concept of development66

We should adhere to the concept of green development as being a profound 
revolution in the concept of development, which is the strategic path for 
the construction of ecological civilization. Coordinate pollution and carbon 
reduction to generate synergy as a starting point to promote the comprehen-
sive green transformation of economic and social development, to achieve 
economic and social development, ecological and environmental protection 
coordination and unity, and harmonious coexistence of humans and nature.

Drone photo shows students inspect the growth of corn in the protective farming experimental field of China Agricultural 
University’s Science and Technology Yard in Lishu County, Siping City, Jilin Province on July 31
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By the end of 2021, the number of 
China’s registered new energy vehicles 
had reached 7.84 million, account-
ing for about half of the global figure.

The proportion of clean energy sources 
in total energy consumption had 
increased from 14.5 percent in 2012 to 
25.5 percent by late 2021.

2012 2021

14.5% 25.5%
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Mountains, rivers, forests, farmlands, lakes 
and grasslands are a life community77

We should adhere to the systematic management of mountains, rivers, forests, farmlands, lakes, grasslands and sands, 
which is the systematic concept of ecological civilization construction. The building of ecological civilization must take 
all factors into consideration with good overall plans and multiple measures. We should start from the wholeness of the 
ecosystem, pay more attention to comprehensive, systematic and source management, improve the quality and sta-
bility of the ecosystem, and guard the natural ecological security boundaries.

A snow leopard photographed in the Qinghai area of Qilian Mountain 
National Park on April 14, 2018

The Qilian Mountains on June 22, 2019
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In 2021, in 13 cities in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, 
74 percent of days had good air quality

74%

39%

42%

11.8  
square meters

14.78  
square meters

2012

2021

From 2012 to 2021, green coverage of built-up urban areas 
increased from 39 percent to 42 percent, and the per-
capita area of park greenery has increased from 11.8 square 
meters to 14.78 square meters
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Protecting the environment requires the best  
institutional arrangements and the strictest rule of law88

We should adhere to the best institu-
tional arrangements and the strictest 
rule of law to protect the ecological 
environment, which is the institu-
tional guarantee for the construction 
of ecological civilization. We should 
make system construction the top 
priority in promoting the construc-
tion of ecological civilization, make 
the system a rigid constraint and 
an untouchable high-pressure line, 
and guard the lucid water and lush 
mountains of the Motherland with 
the power of the rule of law.

Major Environmental Legislations Put into Practice since 
the 18th CPC National Congress

March 1, 2021
The Yangtze River Protection Law 
of the People’s Republic of China

January 1, 2019
Law of the People’s Republic of 

China on Prevention and Control 
of Soil Contamination

January 1, 2016
Law of the People’s Republic of 

China on the Prevention and 
Control of Atmospheric Pollution

June 5, 2022
Law of the People’s Republic of China on 
Prevention and Control of Pollution From 

Environmental Noise

August 1, 2022
Law of the People’s Republic of 
China on Black Soil Conservation

April 1, 2023
The Yellow River Protection Law of 
the People’s Republic of China

September 1, 2023
Law of the People’s Republic of 
China on Ecological Protection of 
the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau

A forest in Mu Us Desert, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, planted by Cao Zhawa, an ethnic Mongolian
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Transforming the construction of a beautiful 
China into the conscious action of all people99

We should adhere to the concept of transforming the construction of a beautiful China into the conscious action of 
all people, which is the social force of ecological civilization construction. It is necessary to strengthen publicity and 
education on ecological civilization, guide society to establish an awareness of ecological civilization and create a social 
atmosphere in which ecological civilization is advocated by everyone, in everything and at all times.

A mangrove forest on Jinniu Island, Zhanjiang City, Guangdong Province on May 24, 2023 Egrets forage in the Fen River in Taiyuan City, Shanxi Province, on January 4, 2023
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All members of the international community working 
together to build a sound global eco-environment1010

We should adhere to the concept 
of all members of the international 
community working together to 
build a sound global eco-environ-
ment, which is a global initiative 
for the construction of ecological 
civilization. We should uphold the 
concept of a community with a 
shared future for humanity, promote 
the construction of a fair, reasonable 
and win-win global environmental 
governance system, and jointly build 
a clean and beautiful world.

China established the Belt and Road Energy 
Partnership Cooperation Network with  
32 countries along the routes.

China has signed a memorandum of 
understanding on building a green 
Belt and Road with the United Nations 
Environment Programme.

China signed more than 

50 documents

on cooperation in ecological and environ-
mental protection with related countries 
and international organizations.

China launched the Initiative for 
Belt and Road Partnership on Green 
Development with  
31 countries along the routes.

A wind turbine of the De Aar Wind Farm, a wind 
power project operated by China National Energy 
Group Longyuan Power South Africa Company, in 
De Aar Town, Northern Cape Province, South Africa 
on August 10, 2023
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A batch of BYD pure electric buses are driving from the Port of San Antonio in Chile to the capital Santiago 
on June 6, 2020
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