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5. Giving play to the NPC’s strengths in international
exchanges and working to advance the overall
diplomatic agenda of the Party and the country

With the guidance of Xi Jinping’s thinking on diplomacy, we
prioritized the implementation of consensus reached at the head-of-
state level, grounded our efforts in our functions as the nation’s legis-
lative body, and leveraged our strengths and capacity in international
exchanges to serve our national strategies and defend our national
interests.

(1) We strengthened bilateral exchanges with parliaments of other
countries.

We maintained exchanges and communications with parliaments
of nearly 190 countries and regions and signed 11 agreements on
friendship and cooperation with relevant countries and multilateral
parliamentary organizations. We hosted 111 delegations to China and
sent 150 delegations abroad. Since the onset of COVID-19, we made
active use of “cloud diplomacy” and held more than 260 bilateral
video events. We also organized 98 offline diplomatic events and ex-
changed nearly 2,000 diplomatic letters.

We advanced legal cooperation projects with relevant countries
and engaged in exchanges and discussions on issues such as consti-
tutional reviews during the drafting of laws, the establishment and
improvement of legal systems, supporting regulations for laws, and
technical standards in the legislative process. We visited relevant
countries for legislative exchanges on the formulation of a medical
security law and revision of the Physical Culture and Sports Law. We
actively engaged with the parliaments of nine countries that recently
established or restored diplomatic relations with China, holding 22
online and offline meetings and talks and establishing communica-
tions with all of them. We leveraged the roles of NPC staff stationed
abroad and conducted research on the legislative practices of relevant
countries and regions.

(2) We deeply engaged in multilateral parliamentary exchanges
and cooperation.

We gave full play to the guiding role of high-level exchanges
between the NPC and foreign parliaments and actively participated in
multilateral mechanisms including the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the
G20 Parliamentary Speakers Summit, the BRICS Parliamentary Fo-
rum, the Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countries’ Parliaments, and
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the six-nation Conference of Speakers of Parliament. At these events,
we presented China’s opinions and stayed firm in safeguarding our
national interests.

We sent delegations to 65 international conferences and attended
137 conferences via video, engaging extensively with members of
parliaments around the world to secure international support for the
Belt and Road Initiative, the building of a human community with a
shared future, the Global Development Initiative, the Global Security
Initiative, and other Chinese propositions.

We organized six offline seminars for members of parliaments
from developing countries, attracting 123 parliamentarians from 25
countries. We held virtual seminars with parliaments of four African
countries, five Central Asian countries, three North African countries,
and French-speaking countries in Africa to enhance communication
and cooperation in relevant fields. We attended legislative exchange
events held by multilateral parliamentary organizations and shared
information about China’s legislative system and practices.

(3) We put regular exchange mechanisms and friendship groups
to good use.

Regular exchange mechanisms and friendship groups are a
unique strength of the NPC’s diplomatic work. To date, the NPC has
established mechanisms for regular exchanges and political dialogue
with parliaments of 21 countries and the European Parliament. This
term, we held 35 meetings under such mechanisms with parliaments
of 16 countries and the European Parliament, realizing multi-tiered
exchanges and cooperation in a wide range of areas.

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, through the 136 bilateral
friendship groups the NPC has established, letters were sent to for-
eign parliaments to share information about the Law on Safeguarding
National Security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region,
our opposition against the politicization of efforts to trace origins of
COVID-19, the 14th Five-Year Plan, and the guiding principles from
the Party’s 20th National Congress. In this way, we provided effective
support to the country’s overall diplomatic efforts.

(4) We resolutely safeguarded China’s sovereignty, security, and
development interests.

We took active and appropriate action to safeguard our national
interests using international rules and adopted countermeasures
against members of parliaments of certain countries on the basis of the
principle of reciprocity. We put spokespeople at all levels of the NPC.
‘We made unequivocal and timely statements on 48 occasions about
the NPC’s stances on issues such as Tibet, Xinjiang, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, human rights, the COVID-19 pandemic, and other sensitive
issues that involve China. These came in the form of remarks by the
NPC Standing Committee spokesperson, statements from the NPC
Foreign Affairs Committee, and remarks by spokespersons of the
NPC Foreign Affairs Committee and the Standing Committee Legis-
lative Affairs Commission.

(5) We actively conducted international communications.

We conducted foreign exchanges on national governance experi-
ence; introduced to the world information about Xi Jinping Thought
on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, achieve-
ments and experience in China’s reform and opening up, the people’s
congress system, and the ways in which the Chinese people run
China; and shared the features and strengths of socialist democracy
with Chinese characteristics.
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We translated annual compilations of the laws of the People’s
Republic of China into English and had them published, and we re-
leased the English translations of 87 laws and decisions on the official
website of the NPC, presenting China’s achievements in advancing
the rule of law on all fronts. We developed and made good use of
the NPC’s English website and explored more forms of new media
to enhance our international reach and influence through informa-
tion sharing and communications. We invited 94 deputies from the
primary level to attend the NPC’s foreign affairs activities and discuss
the strengths of the people’s congress system through sharing their
personal experiences in performing their duties.

The NPC’s diplomatic work over the past five years has made
us all the more aware that, in this new era of socialism with Chinese
characteristics, the primary tasks in the NPC’s diplomatic work are
as follows: (1) focusing on the country’s overall diplomatic agenda,
helping implement important consensus reached between heads of
state, and ensuring that all the diplomatic tasks assigned by the Party
Central Committee are accomplished; (2) better identifying the NPC’s
position, tasks, features, and strengths in the country’s diplomatic
work and, through its contact with foreign legislative bodies, foster-
ing a positive international environment for China’s development and
winning more international friends to protect our national interests;
(3) stepping up to the front lines of any legal, political, or diplomatic
struggle whenever the country requires, without the slightest hesita-
tion, to carry out our political responsibilities as the national legis-
lature and defend China’s sovereignty, security, and development
interests.

6. Intensifying self-improvement efforts under the
overarching principle of strengthening ourselves
politically

Upholding the Party’s overall leadership over the work of peo-
ple’s congresses and complying with General Secretary Xi Jinping’s
requirement to fulfill the four-fold role, we constantly enhanced our
political ability and our professional competence and worked hard to
become an institution that is trusted by the Party Central Committee
and that meets the expectations of the people.

(1) We improved our operating mechanisms.

We improved the timing, procedures, and content of our meetings
and applied the principle of democratic centralism. We convened 5
NPC sessions and 39 Standing Committee meetings and heard and
deliberated 1,029 issues. Fully playing its role, the Council of Chair-
persons held a total of 136 meetings. We strictly observed our rules
of procedure, put forward, pursuant to law, times of meetings, lists of
voting and nonvoting participants, and schedules for general meetings
and group meetings, and enforced strict procedures for requesting
leaves of absence, thus keeping the meeting attendance rate above 96
percent. We earnestly carried out work related to proposal submission
and deliberation and developed a mechanism for holding an addi-
tional Council of Chairpersons meeting in each odd-numbered month
to discuss draft laws to be submitted to Standing Committee meetings
for votes. We further standardized the hearing and deliberation of
work reports, inquiries on special topics, speeches, and voting.

(2) We gave full play to the roles of special committees and work-
ing commissions and committees.

To better adapt to the needs of the NPC’s work in the new era, we
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