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Providing New Opportunities to the Wonrld
Through Chinese Modernization
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Qin Gang, State Councilor and Foreign Minister
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In his congratulatory message to the Lanting Forum on Chinese
Modernization and the World, General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed
out that realizing modernization has been a relentless pursuit of
the Chinese people since modern times, and that it is also a com-
mon aspiration of the whole world. Through more than 100 years
of painstaking efforts, hardship and sacrifice, the Communist Party
of China (CPC) has led the entire Chinese nation in successfully
finding the Chinese path to modernization. Chinese modernization
is the modernization of a huge population, of common prosperity
for all, of material and cultural-ethical advancement, of harmony
between humanity and nature, and of peaceful development. It is
based on China’s national reality, and draws on other countries’
experience. It carries forward China’s historical and cultural tradi-
tions, and absorbs essentials of modern civilization. It benefits the
Chinese people, and promotes common development of the world.
It is a bright path to China’s prosperity and rejuvenation, and also
a sure path to human progress and world harmony that China pur-
sues. China is ready to work with all countries to make sure that its
new accomplishments in modernization will be new opportunities
for global development and will facilitate humanity’s search for
paths to modernization and better social systems with a view to
building a community with a shared future for mankind.

1. Developing a deep understanding of the fundamental
logic in Chinese modernization

Chinese modernization is a major outcome of the decades-long
exploration and practice of the Chinese people under the CPC lead-
ership. A towering tree grows from its root, and a long river flows
from its source. Likewise, our success in Chinese modernization
was not handed down from the heaven or just emerged by itself. It
has been attained step by step by the Chinese people through pains-
taking efforts under the leadership of the CPC that always stays
committed, with real actions, to its founding missions for happi-
ness for the Chinese people and rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.
Chinese modernization is deeply rooted in China’s history, practices
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and philosophies.

Chinese modernization is the natural choice of China’s
100-year-long quest for development. Modernization for China has
been a journey of hardship and perseverance, anguish and glory,
honor and dreams. During modern times, many patriots looked to
the West for a formula of modernization to save the Chinese na-
tion, but they all failed. And historically, this weighty task fell on
the shoulders of the CPC. It was not until the birth of the CPC in
1921 that China found the pillar and guidance for its moderniza-
tion. Under the CPC’s strong leadership, we have embarked on the
great journey of independently building a modern country. We have
turned China from an impoverished and backward land into the
world’s second largest economy, top trader in goods, biggest holder
of foreign exchange reserves, and biggest manufacturer. We have
put in place the world’s largest compulsory education system, social
security system, and medical and health system. In a short span of
several decades, China has realized industrialization that had taken
Western developed countries several centuries. We have caught up
with the times in great strides.

Chinese modernization is the natural requirement for promot-
ing national rejuvenation on all fronts. As of the 18th CPC National
Congress, under the strong leadership of the CPC Central Commit-
tee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core, the “acceleration button”
was pressed in China’s modernization drive. The two major mir-
acles--fast economic development and long-term social stability-
-continued. Absolute poverty was eradicated. A moderately pros-
perous society in all respects became a reality. With this, the First
Centenary Goal was realized. The Chinese nation has achieved a
great transformation from standing up and growing prosperous to
becoming strong. National rejuvenation is now on an irreversible
course. While it may appear easy to bystanders, China’s success has
been gained through pains and hardships. Fundamentally, the his-
toric achievements and transformations in the cause of the Party and
the country are attributable to the stewardship of General Secretary
Xi Jinping as the core of the CPC Central Committee and of the
whole Party, and to the scientific guidance of Xi Jinping Thought
on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for the New Era. With
the conviction and responsibility of “serving the people selflessly”,
General Secretary Xi Jinping, as the chief architect and pioneer of
Chinese modernization, is leading us in advancing the great reju-
venation of the Chinese nation on all fronts through a Chinese path
to modernization and marching on the right path toward a better
future.

Chinese modernization is a natural outcome of the laws govern-
ing human development. Modernization is a common cause of all
humanity. Although the West enjoyed the fruits of modernization
ahead of others, history will not end there. As early as over 140
years ago, Karl Marx envisioned crossing the Caudine Forks of
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capitalism, providing a solid theoretical basis for a path of modern-
ization different from that of the West. Through the past 100 years
and more, China has found by itself a path to modernization that
is deeply rooted in its fine traditional culture and reflective of the
advanced nature of scientific socialism. It emulates and absorbs
the outcomes of all outstanding civilizations, represents the future
direction of human progress, and displays a new prospect distinct
from the Western model of modernization, thus creating a new form
of human advancement. Ample facts have proved that there is no
fixed model of, or single solution to, modernization. Any country
can achieve modernization, as long as the path suits its conditions
and answers the need of its people for development. On the con-
trary, mechanically copying ill-fitted foreign models is counter-
productive, and may even lead to catastrophic consequences.

2. Correctly grasping the global significance of Chinese
modernization

General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out that China will better
develop itself and benefit the world as it continues to broaden the
new path of Chinese modernization. As a Chinese saying goes, “A
just cause should be pursued for the common good.” As the biggest
developing country, China always keeps in mind the greater good
of the whole world. The Chinese path to modernization is not a one-
flower show, still less for self-interest. It is a path toward develop-
ment of China, through which more positive energy will be added to
global peace and new opportunities created for global development.

The modernization of China with such a huge population will
be a stronger boost for global economic recovery. China has deliv-
ered a good answer to the question of how to tackle the challenge
of a super-large population and unleash its massive productivity
and creativity. Our Party follows a people-centered development
philosophy, and ensures that development is for the people and
by the people and that its fruits are shared by all people. Since the
beginning of reform and opening-up, China has lifted close to 800
million people out of poverty, and enlarged the middle-income
group to over 400 million people. Today, China is the main trading
partner of over 140 countries and regions, making US$320 million
of direct investment around the world each day and attracting over
3,000 foreign businesses every month. Over the past decade, China
has contributed more to global growth than all the G7 countries
combined.

With over 1.4 billion people on course toward modernization,
a number larger than the combined population of all developed
countries, China will give a much stronger impetus to the global
economy. The China Development Forum and the Boao Forum
for Asia were successfully held recently, and the Canton Fair and
the China International Consumer Products Expo both witnessed a
huge turnout. All these events attracted political and business lead-
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