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Joint Statement Between the People’s Republic of
China and the Republic of the Philippines
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Beijing, January 5, 2023
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1. At the invitation of H.E. Xi Jinping, President of the People’s
Republic of China, H.E. Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., President of the
Republic of the Philippines, undertook a state visit to China from
January 3 to 5, 2023. The visit is an expression of sincerity and
friendship of President Marcos towards China and the Chinese
people as well as his strong confidence in the future development of
China-Philippines relations at the auspicious start of the new year.

2. During the visit, President Xi Jinping and President Marcos
held a friendly and productive bilateral meeting, wherein they re-
called the development of China-Philippines relations, rooted in a
history marked by high-level exchanges and enriched by strong eco-
nomic and people-to-people ties. The two leaders reached important
consensus to enhance the bilateral relations, building on their discus-
sions on the sidelines of the APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in
November 2022. President Marcos also met with H.E. Premier Li
Keqiang of the State Council, and H.E. Chairman Li Zhanshu of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress.

3. The Philippines congratulated China on the success of the
20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, which
will advance the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation on all fronts
through a Chinese path to modernization. China expressed best
wishes for the national development of the Philippines under the
leadership of President Marcos. The two leaders agreed to render
stronger support to each other’s national development goals, and
advance modernization through joint efforts so as to create more
benefits for the two peoples.

4. President Marcos noted the pivotal role of his father, the
late President Ferdinand E. Marcos, in the establishment of China-
Philippines relations. President Marcos vowed to build on the leg-
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acy of his late father, working towards bringing China-Philippines
relations to a higher level.

5. The two leaders underscored the importance of maintaining
the good momentum of the bilateral relations, agreed to further
strengthen the China-Philippines relationship of Comprehensive
Strategic Cooperation under the new circumstances, as close neigh-
bors, kin and partners that help and understand each other towards
win-win results through mutually beneficial cooperation, so as to
bring the bilateral relations to new heights.

6. The two leaders reaffirmed the principles contained in
the 1975 China-Philippines Joint Communique and other docu-
ments, whose principles include, among others, the peaceful settle-
ment of all disputes, mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and non-interference in each other’s internal affairs. The
Philippines reaffirmed its adherence to the One-China Policy.

7. Both sides committed to conduct cooperation in the four key
priority areas of agriculture, infrastructure, energy and people-to-
people exchanges, and pursue additional avenues of cooperation in
the areas of defense and security, science and technology, trade and
investments.

8. The Philippines expressed appreciation for China’s offer of
grants, among other forms of financial support, to fund economic
and technical projects in support of the Philippines’ socio-economic
agenda.

9. Both sides agreed to further increase trade between the two
countries, to return and even surpass the pre-pandemic bilateral
trade volume. The two leaders highlighted the importance of pro-
moting more balanced trade between the two countries by facilitat-
ing greater market access for Philippine exports into China. Both
sides welcomed the updating of the Memorandum of Understand-
ing between the Shenzhen Stock Exchange and the Philippine Stock
Exchange, further expanding the areas of capital market coopera-
tion between the two countries. Both sides welcomed the signing of
numerous agreements between the business sectors, contributing to
economic growth and development for both countries. Both sides
will continue to promote sustainable and inclusive trade bilaterally
and regionally, enhance cooperation in the areas of digital economy
and green development.

10. Both sides agreed to enhance cooperation in agriculture
development. The two leaders witnessed the signing of several
agreements on agriculture: the Action Plan on Agriculture and Fish-
eries Cooperation (2023-2025), the handover certificate of Sino-
Philippine Center for Agricultural Technology-Technical Coopera-
tion Program Phase III, and the Protocol Agreeing on the Phytos-
anitary Requirements for Philippine Fresh Durian Exports to China.
The Philippines extended appreciation to the Chinese Government
for providing urgently needed agricultural inputs.

11. Both sides attached great importance to infrastructure de-
velopment and agreed to carry forward high-quality projects under
the synergy of the Belt and Road Initiative and the “Build, Better,
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More” infrastructure program to spur economic growth. Both sides
signed an updated Memorandum of Understanding on the Belt and
Road Initiative, and the Framework Agreement on Priority Bridges
Crossing Pasig-Marikina River and Manggahan Floodway Bridges
Construction Project, and two (2) handover certificates on Chinese-
funded Philippine infrastructure projects that have been success-
fully completed. They also discussed loan agreements that would
support Philippine infrastructure development. Both sides will fur-
ther strengthen infrastructure cooperation with big projects such as
Davao-Samal Island Bridge. Both sides will explore means to fur-
ther strengthen cooperation, at the locations to be mutually agreed,
with the purpose for promoting innovative economic development
and maintaining stability in production and supply chains.

12. On oil and gas cooperation, both sides agreed to bear in
mind the spirit of the Memorandum of Understanding on Coopera-
tion on Oil and Gas Development between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of
Philippines signed in 2018, and agreed to resume discussions on oil
and gas development at an early date, building upon the outcomes
of the previous talks, with a view of benefiting the two countries
and their peoples. The two sides also agreed to explore cooperation
in such areas as solar-power, wind energy, electric vehicles, and
nuclear energy for electricity generation.

13. The two leaders had an in-depth and candid exchange of
views on the situation in the South China Sea, emphasized that
maritime issues do not comprise the sum-total of relations between
the two countries and agreed to appropriately manage differences
through peaceful means. Both sides reaffirmed the importance of
maintaining and promoting peace and stability in the region and the
freedom of navigation in and overflight above the South China Sea,
and reached consensus on the peaceful resolution of disputes on
the basis of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea (DOC), the United Nations Charter and the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

14. The two leaders concurred that confidence-building mea-
sures would contribute to improving mutual trust and affirmed the
importance of the Foreign Ministry Consultations and the Bilateral
Consultation Mechanism on the South China Sea. The two sides
decided to establish a direct communication mechanism between
the Department of Boundary and Ocean Affairs of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of China and the Maritime and Ocean Affairs Of-
fice of the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines.

15. Both sides acknowledged the usefulness of practical coop-
eration between their coast guards, noted the importance of conven-
ing the 4th Meeting of the Joint Coast Guard Committee and agreed
to convene it at an early date. Both sides agreed to convene the An-
nual Defense Security Talks at a mutually convenient time.

16. Both sides agreed to further strengthen maritime coopera-
tion in such areas as environmental protection and maritime econ-
omy. Both sides agreed to collaborate closely on the mitigation of
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