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China’s total population dropped for a sec-
ond consecutive year in 2023, adding fuel 
to an ongoing demographic debate. In this 
context, it is important to take a closer look 
by observing shifting demographics across 
the country’s provinces.

Of the 31 provincial-level administra-
tive regions on the Chinese mainland—22 
provinces, four municipalities directly 
under the Central Government’s adminis-
tration and five autonomous regions, only 
10 recorded an increase in their number of 
permanent residents last year, according to 
figures released by provincial-level author-
ities available to date. Permanent residents 
are defined as those who have lived in a 
place for six months or longer. 

Zhejiang Province in the east saw the 
largest increase of 500,000. It was followed 
by Guangdong and Hainan provinces in 
the south. In terms of total population, 
Guangdong and Shandong ranked top two, 
each being home to more than 100 million 
people.

Population growth in a region results 
from natural growth and inflow of people 
from other regions. Analysts believe it is 
positively correlated with local develop-
ment. Both Zhejiang and Guangdong 
are China’s economic locomotives with 
flourishing digital economies creating an 
abundance of job opportunities. They also 
give priority to attracting highly skilled and 

qualified personnel. Hangzhou, capital of 
Zhejiang, for instance, gives cash bonuses 
to university graduates who choose to 
work in the city. 

The rise in Hainan’s population is 
partly attributable to the burgeoning free 
trade port there, driving trade and invest-
ment liberalization and facilitation. Official 
data show the number of newly established 
foreign-funded enterprises in the tropical 
island province has grown at an annual rate 
of 65 percent since 2018.

Another highlight is northeast China, 
a region that has suffered from a brain 
drain for many years and is making a 
turnaround. Jilin Province experienced a 
net inflow of 43,400 people last year, and 
Liaoning Province witnessed a net inflow 
of 86,000 people, both putting an end to 
years of net population outflow. Analysts 
say this is a sign that revitalization of the 
region, which housed China’s major indus-
trial bases in the early days of the People’s 
Republic, is gaining momentum with the 
rise of industries such as new energy, new 
materials and advanced manufacturing.

As it comes to terms with its new 
demographic normal, China is commit-
ted to training a more qualified workforce 
to meet the needs of emerging industries. 
Different regions are also fine-tuning their 
policies. Adaptation and innovation are 
key in times of change.  BR  

President: Li Yafang
Editor in Chief: Li Jianguo
Associate Editor in Chief: Liu Yunyun
Vice Presidents: He Peng, Gao Dingbo

Executive Editor: Yan Wei
Production Director: Yao Bin
Editors: Wang Hairong, Zhang Shasha, Lu Yan
Researcher: Lan Xinzhen
Editorial Consultants: Elsbeth van Paridon, G.P. Wilson
Reporters: Ji Jing, Kang Caiqi, Li Qing, Li Wenhan, Li Xiaoyang,  
Liang Xiao, Ma Miaomiao, Pan Xiaoqiao, Peng Jiawei,  
Tao Xing, Tao Zihui, Wang Jun, Wang Ruohan, Yuan Yuan,  
Zhang Yage 
Photographer: Wei Yao
Art: Li Shigong
Design Director: Wang Yajuan
Chief Designer: Cui Xiaodong
Designer and proofreader: Zhao Boyu

Editorial Administrator: Zeng Wenhui 
Planning Director: Xu Bei
Deputy Planning Director: Li Nan
World News Director: Ding Ying
World News Deputy Director: Li Fangfang
Director of Digital Media: Yu Shujun
Director of Strategic Research: Zan Jifang
Deputy Director of Strategic Research: Lu Ling

Administration: Zhang Yajie 
International Cooperation: Sun Xuan
Legal Counsel: Yue Cheng

North America Bureau (New York City)
Chief: Yu Shujun
Executive Assistant: Zhao Wei 
Tel/Fax: 1-201-792-0334
E-mail: yushujun@cicgamericas.com
Latin America Bureau (Mexico City)
Chief: Miao Ye
Tel: 52-55-55127271
Fax: 52-55-55332027
E-mail: chinahoymx@gmail.com
Peru Office (Lima)
Chief: Meng Kexin
Tel: 0051-959212702
E-mail: revistachinaperu@gmail.com

General Editorial Office
Tel: 86-10-68996252
Fax: 86-10-68326628
Editorial Desk
Tel: 86-10-68996250
Partnerships
Tel: 86-10-68995807
E-mail: yecong@cicgamericas.com
Distribution
Tel: 86-10-68310644
E-mail: circulation@cicgamericas.com

Published every Thursday by
CICG Center for Americas, 24 Baiwanzhuang Lu,
Beijing 100037, China
Overseas Distributor: China International Book Trading
Corporation (Guoji Shudian), P. O. BOX 399, 
Beijing 100044, China
Tel: 86-10-68413849, 1-416-497-8096 (Canada)
Fax: 86-10-68412166
E-mail: fp@mail.cibtc.com.cn
Website: http://www.cibtc.com
General Distributor for Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan:
Peace Book Co. Ltd.
17/Fl, Paramount Bldg, 12 Ka Yip St, Chai Wan, HK
Tel: 852-28046687  Fax: 852-28046409

Beijing Review (ISSN 1000-9140  USPS 2812) is published weekly  
in the United States for US$64.00 per year by Cypress Books,  
360 Swift Avenue, Suite 48, South San Francisco, CA 94080
News Postage Paid at South San Francisco, CA 94080
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Beijing Review,  
Cypress Books, 360 Swift Avenue, Suite 48,  
South San Francisco, CA 94080

Population Close-Up

主管单位：中国外文出版发行事业局

主办单位：中国外文局美洲传播中心（北京周报社）

地址：北京市西城区百万庄大街24号 邮编：100037

编委会：李雅芳 李建国 贺鹏 刘云云 高丁博 曾文卉

主任：李雅芳

总编室电话：(010) 68996252  发行部电话：(010) 68310644

印刷：北京华联印刷有限公司

北京周报 英文版2024年 第19期 ISSN 1000-9140 

国内统一连续出版物号：CN11-1576/G2 邮发代号：2-922

广告许可证0171号 北京市期刊登记证第733号

国内零售价：人民币9.00元



http://www.bjreview.com MAY 9, 2024 BEIJING REVIEW  3

THIS WEEK
XIN

H
U

A

DOCKED AND  
DELIVERED

This image, captured at the Beijing Aerospace Control Center on April 26, shows the Shenzhou-17 and 
Shenzhou-18 crews posing for a group photo inside China’s Tiangong space station. 

China launched the Shenzhou-18 manned spacecraft on April 25, sending three astronauts—Ye Guangfu, Li 
Cong and Li Guangsu—to the space station for a six-month mission. The Shenzhou-17 crew returned to Earth on 
April 30 after their half-year stay in orbit.
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port has exceeded 1.58 million.
The bridge has generated 

new forms of cross-border travel. 
Data shows that more than 
45,000 mainland tour groups 
traveled to and from Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region 
(SAR) and Macao SAR via the 
bridge in 2023. And residents of 
Hong Kong and Macao made 
almost 10 million visits to the 
mainland via the bridge, a record 
high.

The 55-km-long crossing 
links Hong Kong SAR, Zhuhai in 
Guangdong Province and Macao 
SAR. It has brought tremendous 
economic opportunities and 
benefits to the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 

Conservation Association trav-
eled there in March to engage 
in in-depth discussions and 
technical exchanges with the San 
Diego Zoo regarding panda care, 
living environment and health 
requirements.

In 1996, the two parties 
officially commenced panda 
cooperation, with Bai Yun and Shi 
Shi from the China Conservation 
and Research Center for the 
Giant Panda becoming the first 
pair to reside at the San Diego 
Zoo.

Starting Salaries
Finance-related jobs were the 
most sought after in the first 
quarter (Q1) of this year due 
to the attractive salaries they 
offer, while the services sector 
witnessed a jump in starting pay 
during the same period, China 
Daily reported on April 26.

Recruitment portal Zhaopin 
recently released a report that 
said 38 major cities in China, 
including Beijing, Shanghai and 
Guangzhou, saw the average 
starting salary settling around 
10,323 yuan ($1,425) per month 
in Q1, marking a 2.2-percent 
year-on-year increase.

Also, the salaries varied 
from sector to sector. Finance- 
and technology-related jobs 
proved most attractive for job 
hunters because of the high 
salaries they provide. The 
report said that job openings in 
the finance and investment sec-
tors offered a monthly salary 
of 13,374 yuan ($1,846) on the 
platform, while vacancies in the 
computer science, information 
technology and new-energy 
sectors had an average starting 
salary ranging from around 
11,000 ($1,518) to 12,000 yuan 
($1,656) per month.

The services sector proved 
to be the “dark horse” in Q1, both 
in terms of number of jobs on 

Area, a dynamic economic zone 
in south China that promotes the 
free flow of talent, goods, capital 
and information, as well as in-
novation and entrepreneurship.

Panda Partnership
The China Wildlife Conservation 
Association and the San Diego 
Zoo in the U.S. recently signed 
an agreement for giant panda 
conservation, selecting a pair of 
giant pandas to be sent to the 
San Diego Zoo for a 10-year 
international conservation part-
nership, China Daily newspaper 
reported on April 27.

To ensure the wellbeing 
of the giant pandas in the U.S., 
experts from the China Wildlife 
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An Aesthetic Oasis
A view of the Bai’etan Greater Bay Area Art Center in Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong Province,  
on April 27. Housing the Guangdong Museum of Art, the Guangdong Intangible Cultural Heritage Exhibition 
Center and the Guangdong Literature Hall, the art center opened its doors to the public on May 1.

Facilitating Travel
As of 4 p.m. on April 27, the 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao 
Bridge had seen over 10 million 
inbound and outbound vehicles 
pass through its Zhuhai port 
since it opened to public traffic 
in October 2018, according to 
the bridge’s border inspection 
station.

The number of inbound 
and outbound vehicles passing 
through the Zhuhai port of 
the bridge, the world’s longest 
bridge-tunnel sea crossing, 
surged from 860,000 in 2019 to 
3.26 million in 2023.

So far this year, the number 
of inbound and outbound ve-
hicles to pass through the Zhuhai 
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offer and the increase in pay 
offered to new recruits. Figures 
from the National Bureau of 
Statistics show that from January 
to February, retail sales of 
services—mainly in the trans-
port, food and beverage, and 
entertainment sectors—rose by 
12.3 percent year on year, driving 
a recruitment growth for services 
talent with corresponding high 
salaries.

According to the Zhaopin 
report, the starting salary for jobs 
in the hospitality and food and 
beverage industries went up 10.6 
percent in Q1 on the platform, 
maintaining the continuous 
growth trend observed in the 
previous three quarters.

Pneumoconiosis 
Treatment
China has opened 829 sites pro-
viding free treatment for people 
with pneumoconiosis, cases of 
which account for approximately 
90 percent of all reported 
cases of occupational diseases 
in the country, an official of the 
National Health Commission 
(NHC) said on April 25.

Wang Jiandong, the NHC 
official in charge of occupational 
health, said at a press conference 
that these sites, which are located 
in 28 provincial-level regions, 
provided free treatment to more 
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Heartland to Far East
Students from a Muscatine High School delegation stroll along a 
street near the Yuyuan Garden in Shanghai on April 23. Thirty-two 
students and eight teachers from the high school in the U.S. state 
of Iowa participated in a week-long study tour to Beijing, Shanghai 
and Hebei Province. The delegation is part of a China-initiated 
program that intends to invite 50,000 American youths to China 
for exchange and study within five years.

than 1.2 million pneumoconiosis 
patients between 2021 and 2023.

The commission will in-
troduce more policies to assist 
pneumoconiosis patients in the 
future, he added.

Loud noise, dust and toxic 
chemicals are the top hazards in 
workplaces in China, Wang said, 
noting that the country has moni-
tored over 1.8 million jobs with 
occupational hazards since 2019.

The country has launched 
a campaign to control oc-
cupational hazards, focusing on 
industries with grave health risks, 
such as the mining, metallurgy 
and building materials sectors, 
he added.

Intellectual  
Property Rights
China indicted 44,337 individuals 
for crimes related to intellectual 
property rights (IPR) infringe-
ment from 2021 to 2023, amid 
intensified efforts to combat 
such crimes, according to a white 
paper released by the Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate (SPP), the 
country’s highest procuratorial 
organ, on April 15.

During the three-year period, 
procuratorial organs nationwide 
approved the arrests of 17,547 in-
dividuals involved in over 10,600 
cases of IPR infringement.

The white paper revealed 
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Sci-Fi Spectacular
Visitors enjoy a simulated rover ride at a science fiction carnival held 
alongside the China Science Fiction Convention (CSFC) 2024 in 
Beijing on April 27. The CSFC 2024 kicked off that same day at the 
city’s Shougang Park, featuring forums, industry promotional events 
and film screenings.

that trademark infringement 
constituted a significant portion 
of these violations, with notice-
able increases observed in cases 
involving copyright infringement 
and the infringement of trade 
secrets.

In 2023, the number of 
copyright infringement cases 
increased 1.4 times from the 
previous year, and the number of 

trade secret infringement cases 
surged 96.6 percent.

Regions with strong economic 
development, particularly the 
eastern coastal areas, recorded a 
higher prevalence of IPR infringe-
ment cases. This trend suggests a 
correlation between the frequency 
of these cases and levels of eco-
nomic and social development, as 
indicated in the white paper.
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Industrial Profits
Profits of China’s major industrial 
firms increased 4.3 percent year 
on year in the first quarter (Q1) of 
this year, official data showed.

The growth reversed a 
2.3-percent decline registered in 
2023, extending an upward trend 
for three consecutive quarters, 
according to the National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS).

Industrial firms with an an-
nual main business revenue of 
at least 20 million yuan ($2.8 
million) saw their combined prof-
its reach 1.51 trillion yuan ($208.4 
billion) during the first three 
months of this year.

NBS statistician Yu Weining 
said as the country continues to 
step up macroeconomic policies 
to boost the economy, both 
market demand and industrial 
production further improved, 
resulting in a sustained recovery 
in major industrial enterprises’ 
profits.

Among the 41 industrial cate-
gories monitored by the bureau, 
28 recorded profit growth.

The hi-tech manufacturing 
sector reported robust profit 
gains, which surged 29.1 percent 
year on year in Q1 of this year, 
reversing from a decline of 8.3 
percent registered in 2023.

The profits of the equipment 
manufacturing sector, the largest 
contributor to the overall indus-
trial profit growth, expanded 18 
percent from one year earlier, 
with the pace of growth ac-
celerating from the 4.1 percent 
recorded in 2023, according to 
Yu.

E-Commerce  
Logistics
China’s e-commerce logistics 
index, an indicator of logistics 
operations in the e-commerce 
sector, stood at 112.5 points in 
March, up 1.1 points from a month 
earlier, industry data showed.

Specifically, the sub-index 
tracking total business volume 
in the sector went up 4.2 points 
month on month to 126.4 points, 
hitting a new high in the past two 
years, according to the China 

Federation of Logistics and 
Purchasing.

The figure tracking business 
volume in rural areas also rose 
3.4 points from the previous 
month to 127.7 points during the 
period.

Sci-Fi Industry
China’s sci-fi industry reported 
an accelerated growth in 2023, 
generating a total revenue of 
113.29 billion yuan ($15.6 billion), 
according to a report released 
on April 27.

The revenue represented 
a year-on-year growth of 29.1 
percent, read the 2024 China 
Science Fiction Industry Report, 
which was issued at the Eighth 
China Science Fiction Convention 
in Beijing.

The sci-fi reading sector 
pocketed 3.17 billion yuan 
($437.5 million) in 2023, up 4.3 
percent from the previous year, 
the report said.

Sci-fi films and TV works 
raked in 11.59 billion yuan ($1.6 
billion) in 2023, marking a yearly 
increase of 38.8 percent. Last 

year saw a significant rise in the 
number of sci-fi Web series and 
mini-series, as well as a notable 
increase in the production of 
short and medium-length sci-fi 
videos, according to the report.

Sci-fi games contributed the 
bulk of 65.19 billion yuan ($9 
billion) to the total revenue, rep-
resenting a year-on-year growth 
of 15.4 percent. Sci-fi cultural 
tourism earned 31.06 billion 
yuan ($4.3 billion), surging 106.7 
percent from a year before.

The report was jointly 
compiled by the China Science 
Fiction Research Center, and the 
Research Center for Science and 
Human Imagination at Southern 
University of Science and 
Technology.

Bond Issuances
Bond issuances in China totaled 
nearly 7.16 trillion yuan ($1 
trillion) in March, data from the 
People’s Bank of China (PBC), the 
country’s central bank, showed.

Specifically, issuances of 
treasury bonds came in at 920 
billion yuan ($127 billion), while 
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local government bond issuanc-
es amounted to 629.45 billion 
yuan ($86.9 billion), according to 
the PBC.

Financial bond issuances 
stood at 956.3 billion yuan ($132 
billion), and corporate credit 
bond issuances reached 1.66 tril-
lion yuan ($229 billion).

Outstanding bonds held in 
custody were at 160.8 trillion 
yuan ($22.2 trillion) as of late 
March.

Forex Market
China’s foreign exchange (forex) 
market recorded transactions 
worth 24.64 trillion yuan ($3.4 
trillion) in March, official data 
showed.

The transaction volume of 
the client market totaled 3.53 
trillion yuan ($487.1 billion) that 
month, and that of the interbank 
market came in at 21.11 trillion 
yuan ($2.9 trillion), according 
to the State Administration of 
Foreign Exchange.

In terms of products, the 
cumulative transaction volume 
of the spot market, where assets 

are bought and sold for immedi-
ate delivery and payment, was 
7.61 trillion yuan ($1.1 trillion), and 
that of the derivatives market, 
where financial instruments 
derive their value from underly-
ing assets, was 17.03 trillion yuan 
($2.4 trillion).

The country’s forex market 
transaction volume totaled 66.17 
trillion yuan ($9.1 trillion) in Q1 of 
this year, the data showed.

Gold Output and 
Consumption
China’s gold output and 
consumption both saw steady 
growth in Q1 of 2024, industry 
data showed on April 26.

China produced 85.959 tons 
of gold in Q1 of this year, up 1.16 
percent from a year earlier, ac-
cording to data released by the 
China Gold Association (CGA).

In the first three months of 
this year, gold consumption in 
the country stood at 308.905 
tons, up 5.94 percent year on 
year, CGA data showed.

Specifically, consumption 

of gold jewelry in the Chinese 
market fell 3 percent compared 
with the same period last year to 
183.922 tons, while that of gold 
bars and coins surged 26.77 
percent year on year to 106.323 
tons.

Consumption of gold for 
industrial and other uses gained 
3.09 percent from the previous 
year to 18.66 tons from January 
to March.

Unicorn Enterprises
China boasts 369 unicorn 
companies, or startups valued at 
more than $1 billion , according 
to a report released on April 28  
at the 2024 Zhongguancun 
Forum in Beijing.

The number of unicorn com-
panies in China amounts to over 
a quarter of the total number of 
such companies globally, the 
report on China’s unicorn enter-
prise development said.

In recent years, China’s 
overall strength in techno-
logical innovation has steadily 
increased. The country has fos-
tered a large number of unicorn 

companies, providing continuous 
momentum for nurturing new 
quality productive forces, experts 
said.

In the larger context of 
China’s economic develop-
ment, the concept of new 
quality productive forces refers 
to initiatives aimed at enhanc-
ing productivity, innovation, 
sustainability and quality in dif-
ferent sectors of the economy 
through technological innova-
tion and digital transformation.

Presently, China’s 369 uni-
corn companies span 16 sectors, 
with the fields of artificial intel-
ligence and integrated circuits 
taking the lead.

In terms of localities, these 
companies span 47 cities nation-
wide, and more than 60 percent 
of them are concentrated in 
Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen, 
Guangzhou, and Hangzhou.

Sixty-seven of them qualified 
for unicorn company status over 
the past year.

Beijing ranks first nationwide 
with 114 unicorn companies, the 
report noted.

(Source: National Bureau of Statistics)
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NEW ZEALAND 
The Amber Quartet, one of China’s most celebrated 

string quartets, performs with local musicians  
in Christchurch on April 26

SOUTH AFRICA 
A woman poses for photos during 

a celebration commemorating 
Freedom Day at the Union  

Buildings in Pretoria on April 27

SAUDI ARABIA 
The World Economic Forum’s  

Special Meeting on Global  
Collaboration, Growth and Energy  

for Development kicks off  
in Riyadh on April 28 
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ITALY 
People take part in a parade to 

celebrate the 2777th birthday of 
Rome on April 21

TANZANIA 
Buses are trapped in floodwater in Dar es 

Salaam on April 25. Flash floods caused by 
ongoing torrential rains had left 155 dead and 

236 others injured as of April 29

PALESTINE 
Workers carry a body found at 

Nasser Hospital in the southern 
Gaza Strip city of Khan Younis on 
April 23. The Palestinian death toll 
in the Gaza Strip due to ongoing 
Israeli attacks had risen to 34,183 

as of April 29 
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“6G will promote changes in lifestyle, 
production methods, and innovations 

in social governance.”
Gao Tongqing, Deputy General Manager of China Mobile 

Communications Group, at the 6G Innovation Development 
Forum on April 27, where panelists said by around 2030, 6G 
will be commercially available in areas where infrastructure 

conditions are met, which include China

“Chinese teenagers are showing a 
stronger interest in science fiction 

and there is a considerable increase in 
the number of young sci-fi  

content creators.”
He Junke, Vice Chair of the China Association for Science 

and Technology, as the 2024 China Science Fiction 
Industry Report was released on April 27

Upgrading Gaokao
Lifeweek
April 29
With April coming to a close, high school 
seniors across China have officially en-
tered the homestretch of their race toward 
the gaokao, a standardized national col-
lege entrance exam upon which college 
admission largely depends. This year is 
the 10th year of ongoing gaokao reforms, 
in which targeted policies are continuously 
launched to increase fairness.

The most prominent change to the 
exam under the reforms is that, instead of 
choosing to study arts or sciences along-
side the mandatory Chinese, mathematics 
and English courses, students now select 
three out of six subjects to be tested on: 

BELGIAN COACH JOINS TEAM CHINA

Vital Heynen of Belgium has been named head coach of China’s men’s volleyball 
team, the China Volleyball Association announced on April 25.

Heynen, born in 1969, was formerly the captain and setter of the Belgian men’s 
volleyball team. In his coaching career, he led Germany’s men’s team to fifth place 
at the London Olympics and the bronze medal at the 2014 World Championship.

When in charge of the Polish men’s team from 2018 to 2021, he 
led the team to a World Championship, second place in a World 
Cup, and fifth place at the Tokyo Olympics.

The coaching staff of the Chinese men’s volleyball team for this 
season is a combination of both Chinese and international coaches. 
Alongside Heynen, there is also a four-member Chinese coaching 
team. 



Stolen Voices
Beijing Daily
April 24
On April 23, the Beijing Internet Court 
issued a landmark verdict on China’s first 
artificial intelligence (AI)-related voice 
rights case, in which it ruled that unau-
thorized AI voice cloning constitutes an 
infringement of personal rights.

The plaintiff, a voice actress sur-
named Yin, discovered in May 2023 
that her voice was used in several on-
line audiobooks without her consent. 
Investigation into the case then revealed 
that an AI-powered tool was used to pro-
cess her voice and sell the slightly altered 
voice to different platforms. 

Citing China’s Civil Code, which 
prohibits any individual or entity from al-
tering, damaging or falsifying someone’s 
voice without his or her consent, the court 
ordered the defendant to pay Yin 250,000 
yuan ($34,500) in compensation for her 
economic losses, and write her an apology.

The case sets a great example for 
future disputes concerning the use of 
AI-generated voices. In the future, a 
more robust legal framework should be 
installed to nail down the definition of 
voice rights and the penalties for illegal 
AI voice cloning. Businesses should also 
pay extra attention to the importance of 
obtaining consent from the individual 
involved when using AI to process or 
recreate a voice. 
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“If you look at our order book, about 25 
percent of orders are from China. That 
tells me that we’ll be growing faster in 
China than elsewhere, and that’s super 

important. And it’s because of the speed 
and the innovation in China.”

David Slump, President and CEO of leading global automotive 
supplier Marelli, at the 2024 Beijing International Automotive 

Exhibition, which took place from April 25 to May 4

“All people-to-people  
exchanges are really important  

in education.”
Katharine Carruthers, Director of the 

Institute of Education, University College London, 
in an interview with Xinhua News Agency during 

an event in London, the UK, on April 25,  
in celebration of Chinese Language Day 

physics, chemistry, biology, history, ge-
ography and political science. In 2014, 
Shanghai and Zhejiang Province became 
the first regions in which the reform was 
piloted. Besides the aforementioned six 
subjects, Zhejiang added a seventh option, 
technology.

This year’s exam, however, saw the 
reform take a new, if not about-face, turn. 
Starting this year, science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
programs in universities across the coun-
try will be accepting only students who 
have chosen both physics and chemistry 
as gaokao subjects.

This new policy was issued to address 
the many unwanted side effects produced 
by the cancellation of the arts versus sci-
ences dichotomy. Instead of choosing 
subjects based on their own interests as 
was intended by the reformers, students 
tended to base their decisions on whether 
their chosen combination would get them 
into top universities as well as other stra-
tegic concerns. Many universities also 
discovered that some of the students they 
had admitted to their STEM courses over 
the past few years knew nothing about 
physics or chemistry and therefore did not 
match their entry requirements. Yet, the 
reliance on final exam scores as the domi-
nant assessment metric persists. Future 
reforms are worth pursuing.

SCIENTIST WINS UNESCO PRIZE
Qiao Jie, a specialist in reproductive medicine, won the 2024 UNESCO-Equatorial 
Guinea International Prize for Research in the Life Sciences on April 23 for her outstand-
ing contributions to helping couples conceive healthy babies and improving reproductive 
health, especially for women. 

Qiao’s study of genetic processes and development of innovative techniques for pre-
implantation genetic diagnosis have helped improve the success rate of 
in vitro fertilization (IVF) and avoid the transmission of genetic diseases 
through IVF.

She is a member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering and execu-
tive vice president of Peking University. Awarded by UNESCO and 
funded by Equatorial Guinea, the award honors three scientists each year 
who have improved the quality of human life through scientific research.



Critics-Turned-Cyberbullies
Rednet.cn
April 19
Six years after its initial release, Ruyi’s 
Royal Love in the Palace, a Chinese his-
torical drama that chronicles the life of an 
empress in the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), 
has found itself unexpectedly thrust into the 
center of a heated online debate. 

Over the past few days, several influenc-
ers have posted extremely detailed video 
analysis of everything that the series got 
wrong. Much of the criticism centers on the 
inconsistency between the show’s claim of 
celebrating women’s empowerment and its 
emphasis on rivalries between women and 
their supposed emotional dependence on 
men.

Like Ruyi’s Royal Love in the Palace, 

many TV series, especially historical dra-
mas, are imbued with misogyny, class 
distinction and other outdated ideologies. 
The fact that the audience no longer buys 
into these narratives suggests a growing 
awareness of gender and class equality. To 
keep up with these changing perceptions, 
people working in the film and television 
industry should embrace criticism and mod-
ernize their storytelling. 

However, what started off as a sound 
discussion quickly deteriorated into a hate-
ful personal attack on Zhou Xun, the show’s 
lead actress, whose acting skills, character 
and past achievements have all been in-
tensely scrutinized and condemned.

While industry insiders should embrace 
constructive criticism, netizens should re-
frain from venting their anger through online 
aggression.
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DEMOGRAPHIC DYNAMICS 
A glimpse into population growth and migration across China By Zhang Yage

The international container port of the Yangpu Economic Development Zone in Hainan Province, on October 25, 2023


