
WWW.BJREVIEW.COMVOL.67  NO.24  JUNE 13, 2024

邮发代号2-922·国内统一连续号：CN11-1576/G2

SPECIAL REPORT: SINO-ARAB SYNERGY P.18 | FEATURES:  CAN AI DETECT POTENTIAL? P.36

RMB9.00

USD1.70

AUD3.00

GBP1.20

CAD2.60

CHF2.60     

JPY188

A MOON-
UMENTAL  
MISSION   

Accomplished:  
Chang’e-6 probe lifts  

off with lunar far side samples 





Please recycle
 BREAKING NEWS » SCAN ME » Using a QR code reader

Follow us onwww.bjreview.com

Cover Photo: The lander-ascender 
combination of the Chang’e-6 probe on 
the lunar surface on June 3 (XINHUA)

MEDIA PARTNER

©2024 Beijing Review, all rights reserved. 

22 A Work in Progress
Sino-Arab cooperation set to deepen 
on all fronts 

OPINION 
24 Pointing Fingers, Missing  
Solutions 
The untold truth behind the U.S.  
fentanyl crisis

25 A Watershed Moment for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Accounting giant sees China revenue 
evaporate

FEATURES 
28 The Will to Communicate
China’s defense minister speaks out at 
the Shangri-La  Dialogue

30 Food Matters the Most
The new law safeguarding grain

32 An Apple of Discord?
Business and consumers oppose the 
“Apple tax”

CONTENTS
EDITOR’S DESK 
02 Lunar Leap 
 
THIS WEEK 

COVER STORY  
12 From Darkness to Dawn
Chang’e-6 moon probe’s bold 
odyssey to the far side

SPECIAL REPORT  
18 Stepping Up Cooperation
Building a shared community 
with Arab states

20 Tang to Today: China 
and Bahrain’s Evolving Ties
From ancient trade routes to 
modern diplomacy

34 Steppes on Screen
Nomads meet the nation in Cannes-nominated 
drama series

36 You’re Hired!
Navigating the AI-driven hiring horizon

38 An Old Problem in a New Industry
Workers’ rights and wrongs in the influencer 
economy

40 Behind the Shadows
Giving time-honored silhouette stories new 
sheen

42 A Roaring Legacy
Lion dance inheritors march to the beat of 
their own drum

CULTURE 
46 Blossom Bonanza 
Beijing’s Hortiflorexpo unveils nature’s  
palette 

FORUM 
48 Is It All Right for Fast-Tracked  
Graduates to Quit Their Government 
Posts?



2  BEIJING REVIEW JUNE 13, 2024 http://www.bjreview.com

EDITOR’S DESK

主管单位：中国外文出版发行事业局

主办单位：中国外文局美洲传播中心（北京周报社）

地址：北京市西城区百万庄大街24号 邮编：100037

编委会：李雅芳 贺鹏 刘云云 高丁博 曾文卉

主任：李雅芳

总编室电话：(010) 68996252  发行部电话：(010) 68310644

印刷：北京华联印刷有限公司

北京周报 英文版2024年 第24期 ISSN 1000-9140 

国内统一连续出版物号：CN11-1576/G2 邮发代号：2-922

广告许可证0171号 北京市期刊登记证第733号

国内零售价：人民币9.00元

CHINA......RMB9.00     U.S.A.......USD1.70     

AUSTRALIA......AUD3.00     UK......GBP1.20     

CANADA......CAD2.60  SWITZERLAND......CHF2.60    

JAPAN......JPY188     EUROPE......EUR1.90     

TÜRKIYE......YTL5.00     HK......HKD9.30     NEPAL......RS40 

WRITE TO US 

Please provide your name and address 
along with your submissions.  
Submissions may be edited.  

Send an e-mail: editorsoffice@cicgamericas.com

A News Weekly Magazine 
Published Since 1958
President: Li Yafang
Associate Editor in Chief: Liu Yunyun
Vice Presidents: He Peng, Gao Dingbo
Content Supervisor: Yu Shujun

Executive Editor: Yan Wei
Production Director: Yao Bin
Editors: Wang Hairong, Zhang Shasha, Lu Yan
Researcher: Lan Xinzhen
Editorial Consultants: Elsbeth van Paridon, G.P. Wilson
Reporters: Ji Jing, Kang Caiqi, Li Qing, Li Wenhan, Li Xiaoyang,  
Liang Xiao, Ma Miaomiao, Pan Xiaoqiao, Peng Jiawei,  
Tao Xing, Tao Zihui, Wang Jun, Wang Ruohan, Yuan Yuan,  
Zhang Yage 
Photographer: Wei Yao
Art: Li Shigong
Design Director: Wang Yajuan
Chief Designer: Cui Xiaodong

Editorial Administrator: Zeng Wenhui 
Planning Director: Xu Bei
Deputy Planning Director: Li Nan
World News Director: Ding Ying
World News Deputy Director: Li Fangfang
Director of Digital Media: Yu Shujun
Director of Strategic Research: Zan Jifang
Deputy Director of Strategic Research: Lu Ling

Administration: Zhang Yajie 
International Cooperation: Sun Xuan
Legal Counsel: Yue Cheng

North America Bureau (New York City)
Chief: Yu Shujun
Executive Assistant: Zhao Wei 
Tel/Fax: 1-201-792-0334
E-mail: yushujun@cicgamericas.com
Latin America Bureau (Mexico City)
Chief: Miao Ye
Tel: 52-55-55127271
Fax: 52-55-55332027
E-mail: chinahoymx@gmail.com
Peru Office (Lima)
Chief: Meng Kexin
Tel: 0051-959212702
E-mail: revistachinaperu@gmail.com

General Editorial Office
Tel: 86-10-68996252
Fax: 86-10-68326628
Editorial Desk
Tel: 86-10-68996250
Partnerships
Tel: 86-10-68995807
E-mail: yecong@cicgamericas.com
Distribution
Tel: 86-10-68310644
E-mail: circulation@cicgamericas.com

Published every Thursday by
CICG Center for Americas, 24 Baiwanzhuang Lu,
Beijing 100037, China
Overseas Distributor: China International Book Trading
Corporation (Guoji Shudian), P. O. BOX 399, 
Beijing 100044, China
Tel: 86-10-68413849, 1-416-497-8096 (Canada)
Fax: 86-10-68412166
E-mail: fp@mail.cibtc.com.cn
Website: http://www.cibtc.com
General Distributor for Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan:
Peace Book Co. Ltd.
17/Fl, Paramount Bldg, 12 Ka Yip St, Chai Wan, HK
Tel: 852-28046687  Fax: 852-28046409

Beijing Review (ISSN 1000-9140  USPS 2812) is published weekly  
in the United States for US$64.00 per year by Cypress Books,  
360 Swift Avenue, Suite 48, South San Francisco, CA 94080
News Postage Paid at South San Francisco, CA 94080
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Beijing Review,  
Cypress Books, 360 Swift Avenue, Suite 48,  
South San Francisco, CA 94080

Lunar Leap
History was made on June 4 when the 
Chang’e-6 probe ascender lifted off from 
the moon’s far side carrying samples. For 
the first time, humanity has successfully col-
lected samples from that side of the moon, 
which always faces away from Earth.

Though images have long been 
taken of this “hidden side,” the collected 
samples will allow scientists to analyze 
the soil structure and physical proper-
ties on this rarely explored terrain more 
closely. This analysis could shed more 
light on the moon’s formation and even 
the origins of the solar system. 

The far side of the moon is never visible 
from Earth because the moon takes roughly 
the same amount of time to complete an 
orbit around Earth and to rotate on its axis: 
some 27 days.

The Chang’e-4 probe made the first 
ever soft landing on the moon’s far side in 
2019. One year later, the Chang’e-5 mis-
sion returned samples from the moon’s near 
side. The Chang’e-6 probe was launched 
on May 3. Its lander-ascender touched 
down in the South Pole-Aitken Basin, the 
largest, oldest and deepest basin recognized 
on the moon, on June 2. It collected both 
subsurface samples by drilling and surface 
samples with a robotic arm. 

The ascender performed unmanned 

rendezvous and docking with the orbiter-
returner in lunar orbit on June 6. The 
collected samples were transferred to the 
returner, which will re-enter Earth’s atmo-
sphere and land. The mission is expected 
to conclude by the end of June.

In Chinese mythology, the legendary 
figure Chang’e ascends to the moon and be-
comes its goddess after consuming an elixir 
of immortality. Hence the name for China’s 
lunar exploration program, which aims for a 
manned landing before 2030. This program 
has significantly advanced since the launch 
of the Chang’e-1 probe in 2007, which 
made a controlled crash on the lunar surface 
after orbiting the moon for 16 months.

Notably, Chang’e-6 carried with it 
several international payloads. A French 
instrument was deployed to measure radon, 
a radioactive gas, on the moon’s surface. 
Additionally, an Italian laser retro-reflector 
installed on the probe’s lander was used for 
positioning and distance measurement.

As China works toward its goal of un-
covering the moon’s mysteries, it remains 
open to international collaboration. The 
country has underlined its commitment to 
the peaceful use of space technology and is 
ready to share its discoveries with the global 
community.  BR
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HIGH-FIVES AND  
HIGH STAKES  

Students high-five their teachers before entering a national college entrance examination site in Changchun, Jilin Province, on June 7. 
China’s national college entrance examination, known as the gaokao, kicked off that day. It’s not just any test; it’s arguably the 

most high-stakes exam Chinese students ever take in their life. 
A total of 13.42 million students have registered for the exam this year, an increase of 510,000 students from last year, according to 

the Ministry of Education. The exam lasts two to four days, varying by province.
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Street Racing  
Crackdown
Chinese police will step up a crack-
down on street racing to ensure 
safe and quiet nights for residents, 
the Ministry of Public Security said 
on June 3.

Car racing on public roads, 
mostly taking place at night to 
avoid police intervention, not 
only threatens traffic safety but 
also causes noise pollution, 
which in turn disturbs people’s 
rest, the ministry said in a press 
release.

The ministry said a nation-
wide operation against street 
racing has been carried out since 
the beginning of this year and 
has achieved notable progress.

In the press release, the min-
istry published 10 typical street 
racing cases cracked down by 
the police to raise public aware-
ness and called on the public to 
report such illegal activities to 
the police.

storage system that is compatible 
with grain production, reserves and 
distribution, Zhou said, adding that 
China’s grain storage facilities have 
met the country’s grain purchase 
and storage needs in terms of 
overall capacity.

Outdated means of storing 
grain, including stack storage and 
open-air piles, have been largely 
eliminated across the country, while 
“four-in-one” grain storage tech-
nologies—covering mechanical 
ventilation, fumigation, monitoring 
and cooling—have been applied 
as the standard in state-owned 
grain warehouses, further improv-
ing grain storage quality and 
freshness, Zhou said.

Lake Expansion
A new study has revealed that lakes 
on the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau 
have expanded by more than 
10,000 square km over the past 
30 years, according to the Institute 
of Tibetan Plateau Research under 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Xinhua reported on June 4. 

The study was led by Zhang 
Guoqing, a researcher with 
the Institute of Tibetan Plateau 
Research. Its results have been pub-
lished in Nature Geoscience journal, 
providing scientific guidance for the 
future development planning of 
the plateau.

The Qinghai-Xizang Plateau is 
known as the “Water Tower of Asia.” 
Over the past 50 years, the lakes 
have experienced rapid expansion, 
driven by a complex interplay of 
factors, according to Zhang.

The researchers integrated field 
surveys, remote sensing observa-
tions and numerical modeling 
to assess future changes in lake 
surface area, water level and water 
volume on the plateau. They also 
assessed the ensuing risks to critical 
infrastructure, human settlements 
and key ecosystem components.

The findings of the study 
suggest that, by 2100, even under 

Grain Storage  
Capacity 
China’s continued construction of 
grain warehouses, including green 
facilities, brought the national 
grain storage capacity to over 700 
million tons by the end of 2023, 
an increase of 36 percent from 
2014, according to an official of 
the National Food and Strategic 
Reserves Administration.

Since the start of the 14th Five-
Year Plan period (2021-25), China 
has built and upgraded grain stor-
age facilities with a total capacity 
in excess of 65 million tons. Key 
performance indicators such as 
airtightness and thermal insulation 
levels have significantly improved, 
said Zhou Guanhua, Director of the 
administration’s safe storage and 
technology department, as quoted 
in a report published by Science 
and Technology Daily newspaper 
on May 31.

In recent years, China has 
established a comprehensive grain 
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Oars of Tradition 
A dragon boat race at Longtan Park in Beijing on June 5 to usher in Duanwu, or the Dragon Boat Festival. 
The festival, celebrated on the fifth day of the fifth month on the lunisolar calendar to commemorate 
ancient Chinese poet Qu Yuan from the Warring States Period (475-221 B.C.), fell on June 10 this year. 

Legal Aid 
China has launched a campaign to 
strengthen legal aid for minors to 
ensure their healthy growth.

The campaign, initiated by 
the Ministry of Justice, specifies 10 
measures, including establishing 
dedicated hotlines, providing 
specialized services, and lowering 
the threshold for legal aid, Xinhua 
News Agency reported on June 3. 

Attorneys appointed should 
have received specialized training 
and be familiar with the physical 
and mental characteristics of 
minors, the ministry required.

Door-to-door services should 
be provided for children whose 
parents are away from home as 
migrant workers, or children with 
disabilities.

Last year, legal aid institutions 
across China handled 180,000 
cases involving minors, providing 
150,000 legal consultations for the 
group. 
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a low-emissions scenario, the 
surface area of endorheic lakes on 
the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau will 
increase by over 50 percent and 
water levels will rise by around 10 
meters compared to 2020.

This expansion represents 
approximately a fourfold increase 
in water storage compared with 
the period from the 1970s to 2020, 
according to the study.

The study highlights the urgent 
need for water hazard mitigation 
and management across the 
Qinghai-Xizang Plateau, Zhang 
said. 

Marine  Archaeology 
Museum 
China will start construction of its 
national museum of marine ar-
chaeology this year in Qingdao, a 
coastal city in Shandong Province, 
the local government confirmed, 
according to Xinhua on June 1.

The museum will be built in 
the Qingdao Oceantec Valley with 
a planned area of 29,333 square 
meters and a construction area 
of about 26,000 square meters, ac-
cording to Qingdao authorities.

Qingdao Oceantec Valley  
administration bureau has said that 
the museum, the first of its kind in 
China, will showcase the country’s 
marine archaeological history, 
achievements and ancient marine 
civilization with rare underwater cul-
tural relics permanently on display 
in the museum.

XIN
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Villagers harvest acuminate ottelias, flowering aquatic plants  
endemic to south and southwest China, in Eryuan County of Dali 
Bai Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan Province, on June 5. The 
acuminate ottelia only lives in fresh water of high quality and is 
viewed as an indicator species of the natural environment. Its  
flowers are an important food ingredient for people of the Bai 
ethnic group in southwest China. 

The museum will also serve as 
an important platform for public 
education and scientific research on 
marine archaeology, showcasing 
China’s efforts to protect its under-
water cultural heritage, according 
to the administration bureau.

Medicine Market 
Entry
China’s National Medical 
Products Administration on 
June 1 announced it had ap-
proved the market entry of 21 
children’s medication this year, 
with about one third prioritized 
for accelerated entry.

Statistics show that since 2019, 
the administration has approved 
271 medicines for children.

To address the clinical use of 
medicines for children with urgent 
needs, the administration has main-
tained close contact with research 
and development institutions 
to accelerate related work, while 
greenlighting review and approval 
procedures.

Health Literacy Plan 
China has announced a three-year 
action plan to improve the health 
literacy of all citizens from this 
year to 2027, the National Health 
Commission (NHC) said on June 6.

According to the plan, the 
target is to raise the health literacy 
among Chinese residents by an 
average of around 2 percentage 
points each year during this period. 

Sky High Milestone
On June 1, students from Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
disembarked from a C919 jetliner at Shanghai Hongqiao International 
Airport. This flight was the first overseas commercial chartered flight 
for the C919 jetliner, operated by China Eastern Airlines, providing a 
round-trip service between Shanghai and Hong Kong. 
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The initiative is a collaborative effort 
between the NHC, the National 
Administration of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine and the National 
Disease Control and Prevention 
Administration.

Key measures outlined in 
the plan include intensified 
promotion of health literacy, 
regulating the dissemination of 
health information, nurturing 
skilled professionals, as well as 
stepping up social advocacy and 
mobilization in this domain. 

The plan highlighted the 
importance of involvement from 
non-health sectors and com-
munities in advancing health 
literacy, as well as the need to 
shift the focus from disease treat-
ment to prevention. 

It further designated the month 
of June each year for health literacy 
education from now on.

China’s health literacy has 
steadily risen and reached 29.7 
percent in 2023, the NHC said in 
April.
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Credit System
The National Development and 
Reform Commission, China’s 
top economic planner, on June 
4 unveiled a plan to expand the 
country’s social credit system.

According to the plan, the 
country will accelerate legisla-
tion related to the system while 
regulating the procedures for 
utilizing credit information.

Local financing credit 
service platforms will be further 
integrated, with greater efforts to 
guarantee safer flows of public 
data and stronger protection of 
privacy and confidential business 
data.

A standardized and reliable 
credit record mechanism for 
business registration, legal ser-
vices, taxation, customs, finance 
and intellectual property rights 
will be introduced. The country’s 
social credit system will expand 
to cover healthcare, child and se-
nior care, housekeeping, tourism 
and shopping, as per the plan.

The plan also includes 
measures to ensure government 

trustworthiness and enhance 
credit data collection for civil 
servants, lawyers, housekeepers 
and financial professionals.

Road Logistics
As demand for road freight 
export expanded in April and 
May, China’s road logistics price 
index, an indicator that measures 
the costs and trends of the busi-
ness, rose in May, industry data 
showed.

The index came in at 103 that 
month, slightly above the base-
line value of 100, up 0.13 percent 
month on month and rising 0.39 
percent year on year, according 
to a survey jointly conducted by 
the China Federation of Logistics 
and Purchasing and Guangdong 
Lin’an Logistics Group.

Specifically, the figure for 
full-truckload logistics, which 
mainly measures bulk commod-
ity and regional transportation, 
stood at 103.2, up 0.18 percent 
from the previous month and 
climbing 0.46 percent year on 
year, according to the survey.

The association attributed the 

growth of the index to increased 
activity in the road logistics 
market in April and May,  
noting that both surveyed freight 
volume through main routes of 
express delivery and the volume 
of freight transportation traffic 
on expressways had rebounded 
month on month in May.

Profit Growth
Total profits of the software and 
information technology service 
sector jumped 14.3 percent year 
on year to 431.4 billion yuan 
($59.6 billion) in the first four 
months of 2024, while combined 
revenue rose 11.6 percent to 3.8 
trillion yuan ($524.6 billion) 
during the period, according 
to the Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology.

Total revenue of the infor-
mation technology service sub-
sector increased 13.2 percent year 
on year to around 2.5 trillion 
yuan ($345.1 billion), contributing 
65.9 percent of the total revenue 
of the industry as a whole.

Specifically, the combined 
revenue of cloud computing 

and big data services surged 14.3 
percent year on year, reaching 
410.7 billion yuan ($56.7 billion).

The data also revealed that 
revenues from software products 
and information security had 
increased 8.7 percent and 9.3 
percent, respectively, year on 
year. 

Overseas  
Warehouses
China will promote the construc-
tion of overseas warehouses 
and expand cross-border e-
commerce exports, He Yadong, a 
spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Commerce, said on May 30.

Cross-border e-commerce 
is an essential driver of China’s 
foreign trade growth. In the past 
five years, China’s cross-border 
e-commerce trade has expanded 
more than tenfold, He told a 
regular press conference.

The ministry plans to release 
guidelines to further boost cross-
border e-commerce exports and 
promote the construction of 
overseas warehouses, he said.

THIS WEEK ECONOMY
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In the first quarter (Q1) of 

this year, China’s cross-border e-
commerce trade reached 577.6 
billion yuan ($79.7 billion), rising 
9.6 percent year on year, of 
which exports amounted to 448 
billion yuan ($61.8 billion), with a 
growth rate of 14 percent.

China has over 120,000 
cross-border e-commerce enti-
ties and over 1,000 cross-border 
e-commerce industrial parks. The 
number of overseas warehouses 
has surpassed 2,500, covering 
over 30 million square meters.

SOE Revenue
State-owned enterprises (SOEs) 
nationwide maintained steady 
operations in the first four 
months of the year, reporting 
increased total revenue and 
profits, according to official data 
released on May 29.

Data from the Ministry of 
Finance showed that during the 
period, the SOEs generated more 
than 26.19 trillion yuan ($3.6 tril-
lion) in operating revenue, up 3.2 
percent from a year earlier.

The combined profits of 

SOEs increased 3.8 percent year 
on year to more than 1.38 trillion 
yuan ($190.5 billion), the data 
showed.

The SOEs saw their debt-to-
asset ratio reach 64.9 percent at 
the end of April, up 0.1 percent-
age point from the previous year, 
according to the ministry.

These figures, which exclude 
financial firms, were collected 
from SOEs in provincial-level 
regions and those administered 
by the Central Government.

Aviation  
Maintenance  
Platform
An international aviation 
maintenance services platform 
belonging to China Eastern 
Airlines began construc-
tion on June 3 in Shanghai 
Municipality’s Yangshan Special 
Comprehensive Bonded Zone, 
a designated area that enjoys 
unique policies to facilitate trade 
and logistics activities.

The platform, which has an 
investment of 1.5 billion yuan 

($207 million) and covers over 
110,000 square meters, will in-
clude three hangars, supporting 
workshops, and facilities for ac-
cessory repair and refurbishment 
projects.

Fang Zhaoya, President of 
China Eastern’s technology com-
pany, said the platform’s Hangar 
No.1 will be the largest of its kind 
in Asia, able to accommodate 
nine wide-body aircraft undergo-
ing maintenance simultaneously. 
Its 316-meter span, 146-meter 
depth and ability to facilitate 
wide-body aircraft maintenance 
are rare for hangars in Asia, and 
even globally.

The project is expected to be 
completed and delivered in the 
first half of 2026. It will provide 
1.8 million hours of aircraft main-
tenance services annually.

Credit Asset Quality
China’s commercial banks saw 
their non-performing loan ratio 
standing at 1.59 percent at the 
end of Q1, in line with the figure 
reported at the end of last year, 
official data showed on May 31.

The non-performing loan 
balance of the commercial 
banks reached 3.4 trillion yuan 
($469.3 billion) at the end of 
March, 141.4 billion yuan ($19.5 
billion) more than that at the end 
of December 2023, data from the 
National Financial Regulatory 
Administration revealed.

The data confirmed that the 
country’s commercial banks 
had maintained generally stable 
credit asset quality.

The performing loan bal-
ance of the commercial banks 
was 208.2 trillion yuan ($28.7 tril-
lion) at the end of March, while 
outstanding loans by banking 
financial institutions, including 
commercial banks, to small and 
micro-sized enterprises totaled 
74.4 trillion yuan ($10.3 trillion), 
according to the data.

At the end of Q1, the total 
domestic and foreign currency 
assets of China’s banking finan-
cial institutions stood at 429.6 
trillion yuan ($59.3 trillion), an 
increase of 8.1 percent year on 
year, the data indicated. 
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FRANCE  
A special stamp commemorating 
the 80th anniversary of the D-Day 
Landings is on display at a store  

in Paris on June 6 
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SRI LANKA  
Residents wade through a flooded street 
on the outskirts of Colombo on June 3, 
following several days of heavy rains. 

Subsequent floods and landslides claimed 
the lives of 12 people and affected  

over 87,000 

SLOVENIA  

Prime Minister Robert Golob (front) attends a 
parliamentary session at which the proposal of 
recognizing Palestine as an independent  state  

was approved in Ljubljana on June 4 
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INDIA  
Officials for the general elections carry electronic voting 
machines at a ballot counting station in Jaipur on June 4 

GERMANY  
A man visits the Airbus booth 
at the ILA Berlin Air Show in 

Schoenefeld on June 5 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Real Madrid players celebrate with 
the trophy after winning the 2024 
UEFA Champions League’s Final 

against Borussia Dortmund  
in London on June 1 
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 “It is an important responsibility of 

the museum to inherit and promote 
literature, especially to sow the seeds 

of love for literature among the  
younger generation.”

Poon Yiu-ming, a curator of the Museum of Hong Kong 
Literature, Hong Kong’s first literary museum, as the 

museum opened to the public on May 27

“We truly see it as a bridge of  
friendship and understanding  

between our two peoples and our  
two communities.”

Dan Strauss, a member of the Seattle City Council, 
referring to the Seattle Chinese Garden, a Chongqing-style 

garden built in Seattle in 1988 as a symbol of friendship, 
as the two cities celebrated the 41st anniversary of their 

sister city relationship on June 3

PEOPLE & POINTS

New Community Life
Lifeweek 
May 27
Over the more than three decades of 
China’s housing boom, urban families 
frequently moved between apartments 
and were hardly interested in who their 
neighbors were or how their communi-
ties were managed. Today, however, as 
the golden age of real estate draws to a 
close, families are increasingly expecting 

 E-SKIN ENGINEER
Zhang Yihui, a professor of engineering mechanics at Tsinghua University, led a team of 
Chinese scientists to create the world’s first bio-inspired electronic skin.

This e-skin is capable of achieving simultaneous decoding and perception of three me-
chanical signals—pressure, friction and strain—at the physical level, according to a study 
recently published in the journal Science.

According to Zhang, the corresponding author of the study, the e-skin holds the poten-
tial to be integrated into the fingertips of medical robots for precise early-stage diagnostics 

and interventions.
Zhang earned his Ph.D. from Tsinghua in 2011. Before joining the 

Tsinghua faculty in 2015, he worked as a research assistant professor in 
civil and environmental engineering at Northwestern University in the U.S. 
He is the 2024 recipient of the James R. Rice Medal from the Society of 
Engineering Science, an organization of leading engineers, scientists and 
mathematicians from around the world.

Protecting Privacy Against AI
People’s Daily Overseas Edition 
June 3
The collection of personal data has long been 
a concern for Internet users, but the increasing 
use of these data by artificial intelligence (AI) 
is raising new concerns about privacy and 
safety. Many AI applications need to collect 
personal data to provide more personalized 
services, and many require users to “read 
and agree” to sharing their data before they 
are granted access. Major online platforms 
are also updating their privacy protection 
policies, informing users that their personal 
information will be utilized to support the 
development of AI. This now often includes 

users’ contacts, photo albums, locations, and 
even their voice and fingerprints.
     Cases of AI-related privacy violations 
are becoming increasingly common. The 
Beijing Internet Court recently adjudicated 
the first case of AI-related infringement of 
human voice commercial rights, finding in 
favor of the plaintiff whose voice had been 
used by AI technology without consent 
and compensation.
     China has already introduced regula-
tions explicitly requiring AI applications 
to protect commercial secrets and personal 
privacy from infringement. Users should 
now be better educated on the protection 
of personal data to guard against the new 
risks posed by AI. 
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 “When we speak about solidarity and 

cooperation, China has shown its very, 
very important and leading role in 

promoting solidarity and cooperation 
around the world.”

María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd Session 
of the United Nations General Assembly, in a recent interview with 
Xinhua News Agency, underscoring China’s significant impact on 

global peace and sustainable development

“The path to becoming a female 
scientist may be challenging, but 
it is not enough to stop you from 
moving forward. So, be brave and 

be yourself.”
Yan Ning, a Chinese structural biologist, in her  
acceptance speech as she received the 2024 

L’Oreal-UNESCO for Women in Science International 
Award for the Asia-Pacific region on May 28

THIS WEEK

to spend decades in the same apartment, 
and carefully weigh up the pros and cons 
of each residential community as they 
search for their “forever homes.” Once 
they find them, these families are now 
taking a greater interest in neighborhood 
affairs and are becoming more active in 
community management.

The vast majority of China’s residen-
tial communities are made up of groups 
of apartment buildings. These spatial and 
social communities serve as transitional 
spaces between private homes and public 
urban environments. Urban residents are 
now learning to navigate new relation-
ships and new modes of interaction as 
they pursue the goal of happy long-term 
coexistence.

Communist Party of China orga-
nizations play a leading role in the 
governance of China’s urban neighbor-
hoods. For instance, Party organizations 
encourage residents who are adept at 
public affairs to stand as candidates 
for their homeowners’ committee. 
Homeowners’ committees coordinate 
with all stakeholders including residents, 
property management companies and lo-
cal governments to manage community 
affairs. This model is in its fledgling 
stage and challenges still abound.   

Caring for Young Mental 
Health
Guangming Daily 
June 3
In Chinese, “May 25” sounds like “I love 
myself” and the date has thus been known 
as a day for student mental health in colleges 
and middle schools since 2004. This year, 
May was designated as the official month 
for student psychological health education, 
with activities held on campuses around the 
country.

Today, mental health is becoming an 
issue for more and more students, and at 
younger ages than ever. Rapid technological 
and economic development is changing the 

social environment at an alarming speed, 
which can affect adolescents. A report by the 
Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences, in 2023 reveals that 14.8 
percent of surveyed students are struggling 
with depression to varying extents.

Schools should make mental health 
courses part of the curriculum and offer more 
opportunities for students to leave classrooms 
and embrace colorful campus life and nature. 
Staff with mental health training should al-
ways be available. Additionally, harmonious 
families are crucial for young people’s men-
tal health and all sectors of society should 
play their parts to improve students’ mental 
health.

 OLDEST CHINESE TO REACH MT. QOMOLANGMA SUMMIT

Wang Jian, a 70-year-old Chinese mountaineer, successfully reached the summit of 
Mount Qomolangma at 8,848.86 meters from the north slope in mid-May. Wang is the 
oldest Chinese mountaineer ever to reach the summit of the world’s highest peak, accord-
ing to the Mountaineering Association of Xizang Autonomous Region.

Wang is the cofounder and board chairman of genomics giant BGI Group. This is his 
second time reaching the summit of Mount Qomolangma, as he previously climbed from 
the south slope in May 2010.

After reaching the summit, Wang and his team used handheld ultra-
sound equipment to capture the world’s first ultrasound image from the 
top of the world—an image of a team member’s carotid artery.

According to BGI Group’s official website, this ascent was intended 
to provide deep insights into the adaptive physiological mechanisms of the 
human body at extreme altitudes.
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FROM DARKNESS TO DAWN 
China’s spacecraft takes off from moon with first samples from lunar far side By Ji Jing

Th e  a s c e n d e r  o f 
China’s Chang’e-6 
probe lifted off from 
the lunar surface 
on June 4, carrying 

samples collected from the moon’s 
far side.

The ascender—one of the four major compo-
nents of the unmanned spacecraft—began its ascent 
at 7:38 a.m. Beijing Time and flew for about six 
minutes before reaching lunar orbit, according to the 
China National Space Administration (CNSA).

The return of the ascender into lunar orbit 
marked the successful completion of the first  

sampling and liftoff operation on 
the moon’s far side by any country, 
the space administration said.

The ascender carried out un-
manned rendezvous and docking 
with the orbiter-returner combina-
tion in lunar orbit, and  the samples 


