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Beyond Medals

Forty years ago when China secured its
first Olympic gold medal in Los Angeles,
the United States, the country’s 225
athletes competed in 16 sports. This
year, Team China, consisting of 405
Olympians, is competing in 30 of the
32 sports featured during the Paris 2024
Olympic Summer Games. It is participat-
ing in 236 out of the 329 medal events at
the Games, which opened in the French
capital on July 26 and will conclude on
August 11.

China has come a long way in its
Olympic journey. But what matters is
not just numbers; the country’s approach
to sports has also evolved.

While China’s prowess in sports like
table tennis and diving is expected to be
maintained, Gen Z athletes seek to capture
global attention in emerging Olympic sports
from breaking to bicycle motocross (BMX),
both of which see Chinese participation for
the first time.

On July 31, world No.1 table tennis
player Wang Chugin lost in the men’s
singles round of 32, sending shockwaves
through Chinese audiences. On the same
day, 18-year-old Deng Yawen won gold
in the women’s cycling BMX freestyle,
marking China’s first Olympic medal
in this sport. BMX freestyle, known for
its fast and exciting bike races, made
its Olympic debut at the delayed Tokyo

2020 Olympic Summer Games three
years ago.

China’s progress is largely due to
the emphasis on integrating sports with
education. Schools across the country
are encouraged to offer courses in differ-
ent sports. A diverse physical education
program not only promotes students’
physical and mental wellbeing but also
helps fully develop their potential. In
recent years, China has increased its
focus on youth sports, especially since
the international performance of some of
the country’s major team sports has de-
clined. Soccer and handball are the only
sports in which both Chinese men’s and
women’s teams failed to qualify for Paris
2024.

Meanwhile, national fitness programs
have led to the proliferation of sports
facilities. They have also galvanized a
growing awareness of the importance of
sports and increased participation across
all age groups.

The Olympic values of solidarity,
equality and human dignity are more
vital today than ever given the unprece-
dented challenges the world faces. From
an outsider to a major player, China has
shown its commitment to the Olympic
spirit in sports and beyond. Only by liv-
ing up to these values can humanity meet
the pressing challenges of our time. BR
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THIS WEEK

HOT HERITAGE

One of the many lakes of the Badain Jaran Desert in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region on July 30. The desert, dubbed “Towers
of Sand and Lakes,” was included on UNESCO’s World Heritage List on July 26 during the 46th session of the World Heritage
Committee in New Delhi, India.

Located in the hyper-arid region of northwest China, it is the country’s third largest desert and second largest drifting desert. It is
known for its unique and varied landscapes, with over 140 lakes scattered among the dunes.
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THIS WEEK SOCIETY

Riding the Rail

Abullet train driver works on the trial bullet train G55701 on the new high-speed railway linking
Hangzhou and Wenzhou in Zhejiang Province on July 30. The trial operation, which began on July 30,
will last one month. The 260-km railway offers a rapid transit solution in one of the country’s most
economically vibrant regions.

Legal Aid

Chinese judicial and education au-
thorities have issued a set of policies
to encourage law school faculty
members and students to join legal
aid services, according to a docu-
ment issued by the social work
department of the Communist
Party of China Central Committee,
the Ministry of Education and the
Ministry of Justice.

College and university students
of law, sociology, psychology
and other related majors, or with
skills such as sign language, are
welcome to register to volunteer at
legal aid services, according to the
document, which was publicized on
July29.

To encourage participation,
university administrations are
advised to integrate legal aid ser-
vices into their law school training
and intemship programs. This will
allow students to earn credit

4 BEIJING REVIEW AUGUST 8, 2024

by volunteering.

Universities are also encour-
aged to develop courses related
to legal aid, as stated in the docu-
ment. Currently, more than 400
legal aid services have been
established in higher education
institutions nationwide, involving
62,000 volunteers. These services
have expanded the availability of
legal aid and helped protect the
legitimate rights and interests of
disadvantaged groups.

Disease Prevention

China on July 29 released two
guidelines for the prevention and
treatment of diabetes and chronic
respiratory diseases from 2024 to
2030.

By 2030, a diabetes prevention
and treatment system will enable
over 60 percent of residents aged
18 and above to be aware of the dis-
ease. By then, the coverage rate of
standardized management services

for type 2 diabetes patients at the
primary level will exceed 70 per-
cent, according to the documents
released by multiple departments
including the National Health
Commission (NHC).

Type 2 diabetesis notan
autoimmune condition, unlike
type 1 diabetes. Type 2 diabetes is a
chronic medical condition that is of-
ten a result of insulin resistance (the
body is not able to properly use
insulin). People with type 2 diabetes
can typically still make insulin in
their body, whereas people with
type 1 diabetes cannot.

By 2030, the system for the
prevention and control of chronic
respiratory diseases will be further
refined, with the mortality rate of
chronic respiratory diseases among
people aged 70 and under drop-
ping to 81 per100,000 and below.

Data show that over 80 percent
of deaths in China were caused
by major chronic diseases, such as

VNHNIX

cardiovascular and cerebrovascular
diseases, cancer, diabetes and
chronic respiratory diseases.

Currently, China has over 30
million diabetic patients aged 65
and above, while the number of
patients with chronic respiratory
diseases such as chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease and asthma
has reached around 100 million,
according to the NHC.

Environmental

Progress

Official data showed a steady im-
provement in China’s air and water
quality in the first half of this year
(H1), as the country continues to
battle pollution and pursue green
development, Xinhua reported on
July29.

According to the Ministry
of Ecology and Environment,
during the January-June period,
the average density of PM25in
339 Chinese cities at and above
the prefecture level stood at 33
micrograms per cubic meter, down
2.9 percent year on year.

PM25 pollutants are fine,
inhalable air pollutant particles with
adiameter of 2.5 micrometers or
smaller.

The proportion of days with
good air quality in these cities
during the period was 82.8 percent,
up 14 percentage points from the
same period last year.

The ministry’s data also showed
that 88.8 percent of monitored
sections had “fairly good” surface
water quality—at or above Grade
[Ilin the country's five-tier water
quality system, up 1 percentage
point year on year.

The share of surface water
below Grade V, the lowest level,
stood at 0.8 percent, down 0.2 per-
centage points from a year earlier,
according to the ministry.

Disaster Relief

The National Development and
Reform Commission (NDRC) said

http://www.bjreview.com
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onJuly 29 that it has allocated
500 million yuan ($69.2 million) to
support disaster relief efforts in five
provinces.

The funds will assist areas
affected by heavy rain and flood-
ing in Hunan, Henan, Sichuan,
and Shaanxi provinces, as well as
the impact of typhoons in Fujian
Province, southeast China, the
NDRC said.

The money will be allocated to
key projects, including restoration
of damaged water conservancy
and flood control infrastructure,
schools, hospitals and other public
facilities, to help people retumn to
normal life and work as soon as
possible in the five provinces, the
NDRC said.

Torrential loods caused dike
breaches in Hunan on July 28,im-
pacting more than 3,000 residents
in the region.

OnJuly 29, the country also
allocated 15,000 pieces of disaster
relief materials, including mats,
summer blankets and family
emergency kits, to support flood
prevention and disaster relief work
in Xiangtan and other areas in
Hunan, according to the Ministry of
Emergency Management.

Earthquake Early

Warning

China has successfully completed
its National Earthquake Early

Waming Project, unveiling the
world's largest earthquake

early waming network, the China
Earthquake Administration said
onJuly 26.

The project, through the
deployment of 15,899 monitoring
stations across the country, will
provide the public with earthquake
early waming service and rapid
earthquake intensity reporting
service, Yin Chaomin, vice head of
the administration, said at a press
conference.

Earlier wamings issued by
the project can reach the public
through (Intemet Protocol) televi-
sion, mobile apps like Weixin
and Alipay, and loudspeakers in
villages, according to Yin.

Earthquake early waming
systems rely on a dense network of
seismic monitoring stations to issue
alerts before destructive seismic
waves arrive. These systems take
advantage of the fact that seismic
waves travel significantly slower
than electromagnetic waves.

The public can take precaution-
ary measures to reduce casualties
after receiving wamings a few
seconds to tens of seconds before
the seismic waves arrive.

Facilitating Travel

The Chinese capital on July 31
introduced the Beijing Pass, a multi-
purpose card for intemational
visitors, facilitating their payment

Where Past Meets Present

Tourists visit the Longmenhao Old Street in Nan’an District,
Chongqing Municipality on July 28. The street features more than
200 ancient structures. In recent years, local authorities have been in-
tegrating natural, cultural, artistic and digital elements into the street’s

renovation.

for transportation, tourist sites and
shopping centers.

With a maximum balance of
1,000 yuan ($1383), the Beijing Pass
not only supports card payments
for the Beijing Subway, suburban
railways and taxis within Beijing,
but also for public transportation
in over 300 cities across China,
including major tourist destina-
tions like Shanghai, Guangzhou,
Shenzhen and Nanjing.

Moreover, intemational visitors

can also use the card to purchase
tickets for 30 popular tourist attrac-
tions in Beijing, such as the Summer
Palace, the Temple of Heaven and
the Badaling section of the Great
Wall

Starting on July 31, intemational
visitors can purchase or refund
the Beijing Pass at 15 locations in
Beijing, including Beijing Capital
Intemational Airport, Beijing Daxing
Intemational Airport and Beijing
Railway Station, with a valid ID.

http://www.bjreview.com

From Nature to Culture

Tourists enjoy a performance in the Kazangi folk tourism area
of Yining City, Ili Kazak Autonomous Prefecture, Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, on July 27. Xinjiang is experiencing a tour-

ism boom this year.
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THIS WEEK ECONOMY

Cultural Industry

The cultural sector sustained
steady growth in revenue in the
first half of this year (H), official
data showed.

The combined operating rev-
enue of major companies in the
sector amounted to nearly 6.5
trillion yuan ($899.4 billion) in
H1, up 7.5 percent year on year,
according to the National Bureau
of Statistics (NBS).

Their profits rose 8.9 percent
to 525 billion yuan ($72.6 billion),
the NBS said.

All sub-sectors sustained
expanding momentum in HI,
with the production of cultural
equipment registering the fastest
revenue growth, expanding 10.4
percent year on year.

Sectors featuring new
business forms, such as digital
publishing and animation, saw
revenues increase by 11.2 percent
to 2.7 trillion yuan ($373.6 billion).

Cross-Border
E-Commerce

Trade volume of China’s cross-

border e-commerce totaled 1.22
trillion yuan ($168.8 billion) in
H1, up 10.5 percent year on year,
customs data showed.

Development was boosted
by supportive policies, includ-
ing the establishment of
pilot zones for cross-border
e-commerce development
and facilitation of customs
clearance, Lu Daliang, a
spokesperson for the General
Administration of Customs of
China told a press conference
on July 30.

Lu said the country will
further streamline customs
clearance procedures and
improve services to support the
development of cross-border e-
commerce.

Carbon Trading
Market

China’s national carbon market
has seen stronger vitality over
the past three years, the Ministry
of Ecology and Environment
said on July 29.

By the end of June, the mar-

ket reported a trading volume
of 465 million tons of carbon
emissions and a total turnover
of 27 billion yuan ($3.7 billion),
said Pei Xiaofei, a ministry
spokesperson.

The carbon price has
posted a steady upward trend,
with the closing price rising
from 48 yuan ($6.6) per ton on
the market’s launch date Uuly
16,2021) to 91.6 yuan ($12.7) on
July 26, representing a surge of
90.8 percent, according to the
spokesperson.

Carbon trading, which al-
Llows the buying and selling of
permits to emit carbon dioxide
or other greenhouse gases, is
considered a major tool to help
reduce carbon footprints and
meet emissions targets.

With an annual average
of 5.1 billion tons of carbon
emissions, China’s national
carbon trading market is the
world’s largest, as measured by
the amount of greenhouse gas
emissions traded. The market
currently includes 2,257 emit-
ters from the power generation

sector, official data show.

For the next step, the min-
istry will continue to position
the market as an instrument
to curb emissions, include
emitters from other sectors,
deepen international exchange
and cooperation, and strive to
build a carbon market that is
more effective, dynamic, and
internationally influential, the
spokesperson said.

Al Patents

The number of effective artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) invention
patents in China had reached
378,000 as of late 2023,
representing a year-on-year
growth rate of over 40 percent,
the China National Intellectual
Property Administration
(CNIPA), the country’s top
intellectual property regulator,
announced on July 29.

“The growth rate in China is
1.4 times higher than the global
average,” the CNIPA said at a
press conference in Beijing.

The Al industry exempli-
fies China’s digital economy’s
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robust innovation vitality. Last
year, the digital economy’s
core industries contributed 10
percent of GDP.

In 2023, the number of
invention patents approved in
China’s core digital economy
industries reached 406,000,
accounting for 45 percent of
the total number of granted in-
vention patents in the country.
Moreover, the average annual
growth rate over the past five
years stood at 21 percent, said
Ge Shu, a senior CNIPA official.

He added that by the end
of 2023, 155,000 domestic
enterprises had obtained in-
vention patents related to the
digital economy, an increase
of 31,000 compared to the
previous year.

Foreign enterprises are
also strengthening their patent
portfolios in the core industries
of China’s digital economy.
According to Ge, by the end
of last year, 93 countries and
regions held valid invention
patents in these industries in
China, with the digital product

manufacturing sector account-
ing for 61.8 percent.

Industrial Profits

Profits of China’s major industrial
firms increased 3.5 percent year
on year in Hi, up from the
3.4-percent increase recorded

in the first five months of 2024,
official data showed.

The NBS reported that indus-
trial profits rose by 3.6 percent
year on year in June alone, an
increase of 2.9 percentage points
from May.

In breakdown, the rapid
advancement of high-end, intel-
ligent and green manufacturing
led to a 6.6-percent year-on-year
profit growth in the equipment
manufacturing sector in HI, ac-
cording to the NBS.

The consumer goods
manufacturing sector saw a
10-percent year-on-year profit
increase in HI, the NBS noted,
driven by a recovery in domes-
tic demand, accelerated growth
in industrial product exports
and a low base from the previ-
ous year.

Despite the recovery, NBS
statistician Yu Weining highlighted
that insufficient domestic de-
mand continued to constrain
improvements in corporate prof-
its, while a complex international
environment increased opera-
tional pressures on companies.
The foundation for industrial
profit recovery still needs to be
consolidated.

Looking ahead, Yu said
efforts will focus on expanding
domestic demand, developing
new quality productive forces
and fostering new growth drivers
to underpin the recovery of the
industrial economy.

New quality productive
forces represent China’s strategic
shift toward a more innovative,
technology-driven and sustain-
able economic model to achieve
higher productivity, competitive-
ness, and long-term growth.

Overseas
Investment

China’s non-financial out-
bound direct investment (ODI)

increased 16.6 percent year on
year to $72.62 billion in H1, data
from the Ministry of Commerce
showed.

That growth rate was higher
than the 12.5-percent increase
recorded in the first quarter of
this year.

In H1, cooperation under the
China-proposed Belt and Road
Initiative, which aims to boost
connectivity along and beyond
the ancient Silk Road routes,
gained steam as ODI in countries
participating in the initiative
surged 9.2 percent year on year
to $15.46 billion.

The turnover of contracted
overseas projects amounted to
$72.25 billion, an increase of 2.2
percent, and the value of new
contracts surged 22 percent to
$115.5 billion.

To facilitate Chinese invest-
ment in foreign countries and
regions, a regulation on the con-
tracting of overseas projects was
issued by the ministry and took
effect on July 1. It will streamline
procedures for related businesses.
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UNITED KINGDOM INDIA

Amodel of the ARJ21 aircraft is Military personnel evacuate children after
on display at the booth of aircraft multiple landslides triggered by heavy
developer Commercial Aircraft Corp. rains hit Wayanad District in Kerala State
of China Ltd. at the Farnborough on July 31. The landslides claimed the lives
International Airshow on July 22 of 165 people

The ruins of Gedi in Kilifi County pictured on April 15,
2023. The historic town of Gedi was inscribed on
the UNESCO World Heritage List on July 27
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VIET NAM

A memorial service is held for the late General Secretary of
the Communist Party of Viet Nam Central Committee Nguyen
Phu Trong at the National Funeral Hall in Hanoi on July 26

Vi COMG THUONG TIEC DANG CHI HGUTEN PHO TROWE
O B THI AN G Ml TG UIONG DARG COMG RUN VET MLM
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IRAN

Masoud Pezeshkian (front)
delivers his inaugural address
after being sworn in as the
country’s ninth president at the
parliament in Tehran on July 30

©
DEMOCRATIC
PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF
KOREA

Citizens celebrate the 71st
anniversary of the victory in the
Fatherland Liberation War in
Pyongyang on July 27
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THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS

0 NEW SICHUAN GOVERNOR

Shi Xiaolin, 55, was elected governor of Sichuan, a southwestern province with a permanent
resident population of 83 million, at a July 31 session of the Sichuan Provincial People’s

Congress.

Shi graduated from Shanghai University with a major in electrical technology in 1990.
She began her career at a wood factory in Shanghai, before joining the public service and ris-
ing through the ranks. Shi completed an in-service graduate program from 1997 to 2001 and

received a master of business administration degree from Tongji University

in Shanghai.

Shi began working in Sichuan in 2021, and later became deputy secre-
~ tary of the Sichuan Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of China.
| — Currently, she is one of the three women heading provincial-level govern-

ments in China.

Restrictions onRiders
Yanzhao Evening News
July 23
On July 8, a series of new traffic rules
were launched in Guangzhou, capital of
Guangdong Province, to curb dangerous
driving behaviors among delivery riders.
Of all the guidelines introduced, one par-
ticular rule—the introduction of a speed
limit of 25 km per hour for delivery riders
on mopeds—has sparked widespread on-
line debate. Besides Guangzhou, a host of
other Chinese cities have also introduced
new rules stipulating the maximum speed
at which food delivery riders should ride.
Netizens are raising concerns over

“Strengthening Latin America’s
engagement with China could
demonstrate not only the
interdependence of a shared future
but also the high costs and

counterproductiveness of decoupling
or de-risking from China due to

political pressures.”

Renzo Burotto, a historian at the University of Chile,in a
recentinterview with China Daily

10 BEUING REVIEW AUGUST 8, 2024

whether these new measures can ef-
fectively stop the riders from violating
traffic rules. Faced with tight deadlines,
these riders often have to resort to risky
driving behaviors to beat the clock.
Many experts have suggested that the in-
troduction of the 25-km-per-hour speed
limit may lead to more late deliveries
and subsequently heavier penalties for
the riders.

Therefore, to really help delivery
riders slow down, traffic authorities,
food delivery platforms and consumers
should all work together to create a more
rider-friendly delivery system supported
by improved algorithms and optimized
regulations.

Ark of Architecture

Lifeweek

July29

Jindongnan, which refers to the southeast
part of Shanxi Province, has always held
a special place in the history of ancient
Chinese architecture. Nestled deep in
the western highlands of the Taihang
Mountains, the region boasts a colossal
reserve of ancient relics. By looking at
these classical structures, one can trace

“Esports cultureis diverse and vibrant;
itis notjust an extension of gaming
but animportant platform for young
people to express themselves and
exchange ideas, playing a significant
rolein cultural exchange.”

Mario Ho, co-founder and co-CEQ of esports company
NIP Group, as U.S. giant Blizzard Entertainment and its
Chinese partner NetEase recently announced they will

bring a series of Blizzard games back to the Chinese
mainland after a suspension of more than 500 days
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the evolution of architecture through the
vast expanse of time.

Despite its seemingly isolated posi-
tion, Jindongnan has long been a major
gateway connecting China’s vast inland
regions with cities and towns in the
east and the south. From the late Tang
Dynasty (618-907) to the early Song
Dynasty (960-1279), the region weath-
ered countless wars, political upheavals
and massive migrations. Home to a con-
stantly floating population, Jindongnan
has seen a rich fusion of religions and lo-
cal beliefs, which left behind a wealth of
temples, monasteries, and pagodas.

Over the past few years, an increasing
number of tourists have been flocking to
the region to explore its rich architectural
assets. However, several experts have ob-
served that visits to local landmarks are
restricted to the appreciation of statues,
murals, columns, beams and other indoor
structures. While these elements are of-
ten worth exploring, travelers should also
consider how these spaces are related to
their immediate communities, the natu-
ral environment and the wider historical
context. There is an indefinite amount
of beauty to uncover if one is willing to
delve deep into these ancient wonders.

“Chinais among the five Asian
countries making great progressin
tiger conservation, and | believe
Chinais a model of mitigating and
preventing human-tiger conflicts with

cost-effective technologies. ”

Markus Radday, a tiger program officer of the World Wildlife
Fund, at the Second International Forum on Conservation and
Recovery of Tigers and Leopards, which took place in Harbin,
Heilongjiang Province, on July 28-31
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Mushroom Mania

Guangming Daily

July 25

The love for mushrooms runs deep in the veins
of the people of Yunnan, a province in south-
west China that boasts around 900 varieties of
wild edible fungi. This rich diversity of wild
mushrooms has led to the rise of a new sector:
mycotourism, which is tourism centered on
picking and learning about mushrooms.

With the arrival of the rainy season, a
traditional high time for mushroom growth
in the region, local travel agencies have
been busy launching new tourist routes that
combine mushroom picking with all kinds of
fashionable outdoor activities, such as hiking,
horseback riding, camping and stargazing.

This emerging trend is part of a wider phe-
nomenon that sees young Chinese shift away
from usual sightseeing experiences toward
exploring the idyllic beauty of rural life. Rather
than checking in at crowded, popular tourist
sites in busy downtown areas, these youngsters
prefer private vacations in quiet villages, small
border towns, farms and orchards—places
where they can get a taste of simple rural life.

This shift in travel preferences is driven not
only by the rapid evolution of China’s social
media scene, which has become the go-to place
for discovering new travel inspiration, but also
by the continuous revitalization of the country’s
vast rural regions. To transform this budding
trend into a sustainable economy, local officials
should invest more efforts in upgrading infra-
structure and finding their own unique niches.

0 CHINA’S YOUNGEST OLYMPIAN

Zheng Haohao, an 11-year-old skateboarder, made her Olympic debut in Paris, France, as

China’s youngest Olympian.

Zheng, who hails from Huizhou, Guangdong Province, secured a spot in the women’s
park skateboarding event during the Olympic Qualification Series held in Shanghai, China, and

Budapest, Hungary, in June.

Zheng’s exceptional athletic ability was evident from an early age. Despite participating in
several skill training programs, including music, chess, painting and dancing, skateboarding cap-
tured her heart when she was gifted a skateboard on her seventh birthday.

Her talent caught the attention of the head coach of the Guangdong provin- i

cial team in 2021. At just 9 years old, she represented Guangdong at the 2021
National Games, finishing 14th in the semifinals. In 2023, Zheng embarked on
her international skateboarding journey, making her debut in Argentina for the

World Skateboarding Tour.

“ljust think China is endlessly
fascinating. 've traveled here so
much, but then when I look at the
map, | feel like 've barely seen
anything. There’s still so much more.”

Katherine Olson, an American viogger living in Hangzhou,
Zhejiang Province, in a recent interview with China Daily
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UNDERGROUND TO OLYMPUS

One hundred years after Paris last hosted the world’s top athletes, the City of Light
once again welcomes the Summer Olympics By Li Wenhan

he four-hour opening cer-
emony of the Paris 2024
Olympic Summer Games

captivated the world on July 26.
Some were dazzled by the sheer
spectacle of it all, while seasoned
observers delighted in the intricate
layers of literature and history wo-
ven into the event.

The ceremony began in Paris’
underground labyrinth of tunnels.
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A masked torchbearer then made their way through
the city, adding an air of mystery to the overall event,
which featured many performances paying homage
to French art and history. Some more “avant-garde”
elements, however, sparked controversy, leading the
Paris Olympics organizers to later issue an apology for
any offense caused.

But there was one thing everyone seemed to
agree on: Canadian singer Céline Dion nailed her
performance.

The 56-year-old French-Canadian singer had not

taken the stage in over four years
due to a rare neurological disorder
known as “stiff person syndrome,”
which causes uncontrollable muscle
spasms. Despite this, Dion had
vowed to return one day—and she
did. Her rendition of iconic French
singer Edith Piaf’s Hymne a I’Amour
was nothing short of triumphant,
earning her the title of a “vocal ath-
lete,” as American pop singer Kelly
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