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Sustainability Surge
Travelers visiting Zhangjiakou City, located 
some 200 km northwest of Beijing, are in 
for a pleasant surprise. 

Beyond the stunning mountain resorts 
that offer an escape from the hustle, bustle 
and heat of the capital, they will encounter a 
manmade spectacle: gigantic wind turbines 
dotting the skyline. These towering struc-
tures, as tall as 20-story buildings, perched 
on hilltops, will leave many visitors mar-
veling at the ingenuity it took to construct 
them. 

The northern part of Hebei Province, 
where Zhangjiakou is located, is one of nine 
clean energy bases that China is developing. 
These bases, ranging from the upper reach-
es of the Yangtze River in the southwest 
to the northeast, are rich in wind, solar and 
hydraulic resources. Their development has 
powered not only local progress but also the 
nation’s green transition.

Last year, China’s renewable energy 
capacity surpassed that of thermal power 
for the first time, accounting for more than 
half of the country’s total installed power 
generation capacity, according to official 
data. Thermal power, generated through 
coal burning, is a major source of carbon 
dioxide emissions. In the first half of 2024, 
China’s newly installed renewable energy 
power generation capacity reached 134 
million kilowatts, representing 88 percent 

of total additions in the country. Renewable 
energy sources, mainly water, wind and 
solar power, generated 1.56 trillion kilowatt 
hours of electricity, or 35.1 percent of the 
total power generated. 

In 2020, China announced its goals of 
peaking its carbon dioxide emissions before 
2030 and achieving carbon neutrality before 
2060. The rise in renewable energy capacity 
is a testament to the country’s progress in 
advancing these goals. Moreover, China has 
become a global leader in environmentally 
friendly industries such as electric vehicles, 
solar panels and lithium-ion batteries. 

Nevertheless, renewable energy can 
prove less stable than coal-fired power. And 
despite its growing capacity, renewable 
energy’s share in total power consumption 
remains lower than that of coal. 

One solution is energy storage. An en-
ergy storage system charges when wind or 
solar power generates a surplus of electric-
ity or when electricity demand is low. The 
system discharges its stored energy when 
necessary, ensuring a consistent supply 
from these intermittent sources. China is 
encouraging innovation in this field, with 
dozens of pilot projects underway. About 
30 percent of these projects use lithium-ion 
batteries, a dominant technology in energy 
storage.  BR
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MONKEYING AROUND!
A golden monkey at the Shennongjia National Park in Hubei Province on August 15. 

Shennongjia Forestry District has reported its golden monkey population is growing thanks to efforts in habitat protection. 
According to the district administration, the area is now home to 1,618 golden monkeys, an endangered species under state protection, 
147 more than the previous survey recorded five years ago.
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efforts to strengthen its position 
as an international consumption 
hub and attract more global cruise 
companies to establish their head-
quarters in the city.

Legal Protection
China’s Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate (SPP), the country’s 
top procuratorate, said in a 
statement on August 12 it had 
stepped up efforts to strengthen 
legal protections for the country’s 
growing numbers of food delivery 
workers and other workers provid-
ing on-demand services via online 
platforms such as ride-hailing apps.

Since February, Chinese 
procuratorial agencies have 
handled over 120 public interest 
litigation cases involving legal 
protections for these workers, 
many of whom are gig work-
ers who face disadvantages in 
the job market, and for other 
vulnerable groups such as rural 

of withholding wage payments 
in more than 420 cases over the 
past six months, and their efforts 
have contributed to arrears 
payments totaling more than 
54 million yuan ($7.6 million), 
according to the statement.

Aquatic Resource 
Protection
The aquatic biological resources in 
China’s Yangtze River Basin have 
registered improved recovery mo-
mentum in recent years, according 
to a communique released on 
August 12.

Jointly issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs along 
with three related departments, the 
communique said that protection 
measures, especially the fishing 
ban, have achieved solid progress.

In 2021, a 10-year fishing ban 
was implemented in key areas of 
the Yangtze River to help replenish 
aquatic populations. 

As a result, aquatic resources 
have continued to recover, with 
improvements in biodiversity 
and stable habitat conditions for 
aquatic species, the communique 
read.

However, the variety of 
aquatic wildlife species under 
state key protection remains 
relatively low, it continued, 
adding that the protection of 
endangered species remains a 
challenging task.

The ministry has pledged 
to improve law enforcement 
related to the fishing ban, protect 
endangered species, restore key 
habitats, and prevent and control 
invasive exotic species.

Carbon-Sink  
Capacity
The annual carbon-sink capacity 
of China’s forests and grasslands 
has exceeded 1.2 billion tons of 
carbon dioxide equivalents, rank-
ing first in the world, an official 

migrant workers and workers 
with disabilities, according to the 
statement.

The SPP has directly handled 
a rights and interest protection 
case for food delivery workers, 
and it has urged Internet enter-
prises to optimize their delivery 
and reward-punishment algo-
rithms, which can overwhelm 
workers by assigning them 
excessive numbers of orders 
within limited timeframes, the 
statement said.

It noted that since February, 
Chinese procuratorates have also 
handled more than 230 public 
interest litigation cases involving 
the special rights and interests of 
female workers, including birth 
allowance and the right to refuse 
to work in hazardous environ-
ments during menstruation, 
pregnancy or nursing periods.

Procuratorial agencies have 
prosecuted individuals suspected 
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Threads of Tradition 
Locals present Tibetan costumes during a fashion show at the opening ceremony of the nomadic cultural 
tourism season in Sertar County, Sichuan Province, on August 10. 

Cruising to New 
Heights
On August 10, Shanghai 
launched its inaugural 
International Cruise Festival, aim-
ing to capitalize on the growing 
popularity of cruise travel.

The festival, which runs until 
August 31, will feature product 
launches and promotional activities 
centered on the cruise economy.

Liu Ping, Deputy Secretary-
General of the Shanghai Municipal 
Government, highlighted the 
importance of the cruise industry in 
expanding domestic demand, un-
locking consumption potential, and 
promoting high-level openness at 
the festival’s opening ceremony. 

“The city will continue to offer 
new consumption experiences and 
services within the cruise industry 
to meet customer demand,” Liu 
stated.

The festival is part of Shanghai’s 
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said on August 14.

A carbon sink is anything 
that absorbs more carbon from 
the atmosphere than it releases. 
Forests and grasslands are typi-
cally carbon sinks.

China in 2020 set the 
ambitious goals of peaking its 
carbon emissions before 2030 
and achieving carbon neutrality 
before 2060, taking a prominent 
role in the global fight against 
climate change.

China’s unavoidable carbon 
emissions are projected to reach 
approximately 2.5 billion tons 
of carbon dioxide equivalents 
in 2060, and forests and grass-
lands will be able to absorb over 
half of them, in turn contributing 
to carbon neutrality, said Guo 
Qingjun, an official with the 
National Forestry and Grassland 
Administration.

To increase carbon-sink 
capacity, China will expand the 
area of forests and grasslands, as 
well as step up efforts to protect 
these resources, Guo said at a 
press conference on ecological 
conservation and restoration a 
day ahead of National Ecology 
Day.

Last year, China’s top legisla-
ture designated August 15 as the 
country’s National Ecology Day 
to raise public awareness and 
encourage actions to protect the 
ecological environment.
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Global Grapes 
People visit the exhibition area of Italy at the Helan Mountain’s 
East Foothill International Wine Fair in Yinchuan, Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region, on August 10.

Music Festival 
The 27th Beijing Music Festival, 
scheduled to take place from 
October 5 to 13, will present 10 con-
certs featuring artists from countries 
including China, the United States, 
Germany, Austria, France and Italy.

The opening concert will be 
performed by the China National 
Symphony Orchestra under the 
baton of internationally acclaimed 
composer Tan Dun, according to a 
press briefing of the festival.

Audiences will be treated to 
flash mob performances along 
Beijing’s Central Axis, a 700-year-
old line of historical and cultural 
landmarks which was added to the 
UNESCO World Heritage List in late 
July.

The music festival will also 
provide audiences with the chance 
to interact with musicians through 
activities such as open rehearsals, 
face-to-face sessions with masters 
and master classes, the organizers 
said. 

Folk Art Season
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region in northwest China will host 
its first folk-art season starting from 
August 20, the organizers said 
on August 9. The season’s offline 
events will continue untill 2025.

The event will be jointly hosted 
by the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism, the region’s government 

Nighttime Wellness 
A medical worker performs cupping therapy on a man at a night-
time traditional Chinese medicine clinic in Changning City, Hunan 
Province, on August 13. The local health bureau launched this night 
clinic, offering free traditional Chinese therapies such as acupuncture, 
moxibustion and massage to residents. The clinic ran until August 18. 
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and the Xinjiang Production and 
Construction Corps, said Zhang 
Jinning, a senior official from the 
ministry, at a press conference in 
Beijing.

The folk-art season will 
become a biennial art event in 
Xinjiang. It aims to enrich local cul-
tural life and boost tourism, Zhang 
said.

Local artists and folk-art 
troupes will present their best 
productions and leading folk-
art troupes from other parts of 

the country will also be invited to 
take part. The performances will 
be given in the regional capital of 
Urumqi and several other cities in 
the region, Zhang continued.

There will be supporting activi-
ties such as exhibitions of intangible 
cultural heritage and related cre-
ative products, tourism promotion 
and food fairs, he added.

The event will also include 
online art events, such as online 
shows and exhibitions.
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Express Delivery
The courier sector reached the 
100-billion-parcel milestone 
this year much earlier than in 
2023, showcasing the booming 
consumer market and sustained 
economic vitality.

According to the State Post 
Bureau (SPB), the milestone was 
achieved on August 13, 71 days 
ahead of last year. This equates 
to an average of 71.43 parcels per 
person in China, or approximately 
5,144 parcels delivered every 
second.

The express delivery sector 
has become a key indicator of 
the country’s economic health. 
Amid a steady economic 
recovery, the industry has set 
new records across three main 
metrics: The highest single-day 
delivery volume exceeded 580 
million parcels; the average 
monthly volume surpassed 13 
billion parcels; and the sector’s 
monthly revenue topped 100 
billion yuan ($14 billion).

Looking ahead, the SPB 
plans to enhance logistics hubs 
in urban clusters, improve rural 

logistics systems, expand inter-
national delivery services and 
integrate the delivery chain with 
advanced manufacturing.

AI Services
More than 190 generative artificial 
intelligence (AI) service models 
have been registered with the 
regulator in China and are now 
available for public use, said 
Zhuang Rongwen, chief of the 
Cyberspace Administration of 
China (CAC), the main body over-
seeing the country’s Internet and 
digital landscape, on August 12.

The number of registered users 
for these models has exceeded 
600 million, Zhuang stated in an 
interview with Xinhua News Agency, 
highlighting the favorable and 
orderly development of related 
technologies and applications.

He pledged that the govern-
ment will actively promote 
industrial development, advance 
technological progress and en-
hance security controls in this field 
while prioritizing the coordination 
of high-quality development and 
high-level security.

In July 2023, China issued 
the world’s first set of provisional 
management rules for generative 
AI services.

A resolution adopted at the 
Third Plenary Session of the 20th 
Communist Party of China Central 
Committee in July, which lays out 
tasks for the further comprehensive 
deepening of China’s reform, 
also noted the need to improve 
mechanisms for the development 
and management of generative AI. 

Rail Freight Volume
The China-Europe Railway Express 
operated 11,403 trains transporting 
nearly 1.23 million twenty-foot 
equivalent units (TEUs) of goods in 
the first seven months of this year, 
up 12 percent and 11 percent year 
on year, respectively, data from 
China State Railway Group Co. Ltd., 
the country’s national passenger 
and freight railroad corporation, 
showed.

TEU is a standard measure-
ment to describe the capacity of 
container ships and terminals in the 
shipping and logistics industry. 

In July, 1,776 trains were oper-

ated, transporting 185,000 TEUs of 
goods, marking the third consecu-
tive month with more than 1,700 
trains in operation, according to the 
group.

The company reported that 
since the beginning of this year, 
it has consistently enhanced the 
quality and efficiency of China-
Europe Railway Express services 
to ensure the stability and smooth 
functioning of the international 
supply and industrial chains.

Specific measures included 
strengthening the construction of 
transportation channels, enhanc-
ing transshipment capabilities at 
border ports and promoting a rapid 
customs clearance model.

These efforts have provided 
new momentum for supporting 
the development of China’s foreign 
trade and high-standard opening 
up, the railway operator added.

Aviation Recovery 
China is expected to see a record-
high number of air passenger 
trips in 2024, according to Song 
Zhiyong, head of the Civil Aviation 
Administration of China.

THIS WEEK ECONOMY
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Speaking at the three-day Asia 

Pacific Summit for Aviation Safety 
2024 (AP-SAS 2024) that opened 
in Beijing on August 13, Song said 
the number of air passenger trips 
may reach 700 million this year.

During the first half of the year, 
total transport turnover, passenger 
trips, and cargo and mail transport 
volume of China’s civil aviation sec-
tor rose 11.9 percent, 9 percent and 
18.7 percent, respectively, from the 
same period in 2019, Song noted.

In terms of scale, the country’s 
civil aviation transportation has 
ranked second in the world for 19 
consecutive years and its contribu-
tion to global aviation growth has 
exceeded 20 percent, according to 
Song.

At present, China boasts 4,335 
transport aircraft and 262 airports, 
with a total transport capacity of 1.6 
billion passengers, Song said.

He added that the annual flight 
time of unmanned aerial vehicles 
has reached tens of millions of 
hours, and the number of newly 
registered drones is growing at a 
rate of 100,000 per month.

Launched in 2023, the AP-SAS 
provides a platform for aviation 

leaders and professionals to con-
nect and share experiences and 
expertise on aviation safety matters.

Non-Performing 
Loans
The non-performing loan ratio of 
China’s commercial banks came 
in at 1.56 percent at the end of 
June, down from the 1.59 percent 
recorded in late March, official data 
showed.

The balance of non-perform-
ing loans stood at 3.3 trillion yuan 
($461.3 billion) at the end of June, 
27.2 billion yuan ($3.8 billion) less 
than in late March, according to 
the National Financial Regulatory 
Administration.

The balance of performing 
loans at commercial banks 
amounted to 210.8 trillion yuan 
($29.5 trillion) by the end of the 
second quarter, confirming that 
these financial institutions had 
maintained generally stable credit 
asset quality, it said.

The balance of loan loss provi-
sions increased by 104 billion yuan 
($14.5 billion) in the second quarter 
to hit 7 trillion yuan ($978.5 billion) 

by the end of June, demonstrating 
the risk resilience of commercial 
banks. 

A loan loss provision is an 
expense set aside as an allowance 
for uncollected loans and loan 
payments. This provision is used 
to cover several factors associated 
with potential loan losses, including 
non-performing loans, customer 
defaults, and renegotiated terms of 
loans that incur lower than previ-
ously estimated payments.

Current Account 
Surplus
China’s current account surplus 
amounted to $94.1 billion in the 
first half of the year, official data 
showed.

The current account surplus to 
GDP ratio stood at 1.1 percent from 
January to June, remaining within 
a reasonable range, according to 
Wang Chunying, deputy head of 
the State Administration of Foreign 
Exchange.

Of the total, the surplus under 
trade in goods amounted to $288.4 
billion during the period, the second 
highest level of all time, Wang said.

Wang attributed the growth in 
goods trade to the country’s steady 
economic performance, the devel-
opment of new quality productive 
forces, and the recovery of external 
demand.

China’s new quality productive 
forces represent a strategic shift to-
ward a more innovative, technology-
driven and sustainable economic 
model aimed at achieving higher 
productivity, competitiveness and 
long-term growth.

In terms of trade in services, the 
country saw a deficit of $122.9 billion 
during the period. Particularly, the 
tourism sector’s deficit rose by 37 
percent year on year to $103.2 bil-
lion.

The sector’s incomes and ex-
penditures increased by 43 percent 
and 37 percent, respectively, driven 
by a surge in both inbound and 
outbound travel, according to Wang.

Despite the complex and vola-
tile external environment, Wang 
said as China continues to advance 
high-quality development, deepen 
reforms on all fronts and sustain a 
steady economic recovery, it will 
maintain an equilibrium in its bal-
ance of payments.

(Source: National Bureau of Statistics)
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CANADA  
A cosplayer poses for photos during 

the annual Anime Revolution  
convention at the Vancouver  

Convention Center, British  
Columbia, on August 10 
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JAPAN  
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida attends a 

press conference in Tokyo on August 14. 
Kishida announced he would not run in 
the election of the ruling Liberal Demo-

cratic Party next month 

RWANDA  
President Paul Kagame delivers a speech during the 
inauguration ceremony for his fourth term in Kigali 

on August 11 
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THE PHILIPPINES  
People participate in a demonstration demanding justice for 
Phillipine victims of sexual slavery at the hands of Japanese 

troops during World War II (1939-45), in Manila, on August 14 

GREECE  

A firefighter tries to extinguish a 
wildfire in Attica on August 12

UGANDA  
Rescue workers conduct a search 
and rescue operation at the site 

of a landslide at the Kiteezi landfill 
in Kampala on August 11. As of 
August 15, the death toll of the 

garbage dump landslide had 
climbed to 26, with 39 people  

still missing 
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THIS WEEK

 
 “All sectors of society must create 

spaces where you can take charge 
and make a difference for peaceful 
societies and robust democracies.”

Amina Mohammed, United Nations  Deputy Secretary 
General, in a video message delivered to the 2024 World 

Youth Development Forum that opened in Beijing on 
August 12, calling for greater support for youth  

development 

“While combating desertification, the local 
government also increases the income of the 

community members by employing them 
in these projects. This is win-win, reflecting 

China’s determination to continually improve 
the lives of its people.”

Cary Dzodin, Chairman of HCD Earthcare Culture Association, a 
nonprofit in Austria, during a trip to north China’s Inner Mongolia 

Autonomous Region, to learn about renewable energy development 
and desertification control, from August 11 to 13 

PEOPLE & POINTS

The Silent Campus 
Lifeweek
August 5
Teachers in universities across China 
have noticed a curious trend over the past 
few years: Their students are becoming 
increasingly shy of socializing. Students 
are often reluctant to interact with their 
teachers and fellow classmates. Interest in 
romantic relationships has also declined, 
with more and more young people seeing 

 FORMER GERM-WARFARE UNIT MEMBER EXPOSES WAR CRIMES

Hideo Shimizu, 94, a former member of Unit 731, the notorious Japanese germ-warfare de-
tachment during World War II (1939-45), returned to China in mid-August to acknowledge 
the atrocities committed by the invading Japanese forces and offer repentance and apologies 
to the victims.

His itinerary included a poignant visit to the former headquarters of Unit 731 in the north-
eastern Chinese city of Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, where he grappled 

with the stark and haunting evidence of the unit’s inhumane deeds.
Shimizu was among the last group of Unit 731 Youth Corps members 

sent by Japan to Harbin, where he spent more than four months. He wit-
nessed the war crimes committed by the unit, including the cultivation of 
pathogens, human dissections and human experiments. He fled China with 
the retreating Japanese forces in August 1945. 

Fighting Formaldehyde 
Fraudsters 
Gmw.cn 
August 12
In recent years, concerns have been rising 
about the use of formaldehyde, a color-
less chemical widely used in construction 
and often found in high concentrations in 
new homes. Breathing in high levels of the 
substance has been linked to irritations, 
respiratory distress and, in severe cases, 
cancer. 

In the past few years, a host of agen-
cies that provide indoor formaldehyde 
testing services and at-home air quality test 

kits have sprouted online. However, recent 
scandals have exposed the dark underbelly 
of this nascent sector: Some of these agen-
cies have been altering test results to make 
the numbers look worse, aiming to compel 
customers to purchase formaldehyde re-
moval products. 

These frauds have been chipping 
away at the very foundation upon which 
this fledgling sector is built—customer 
trust. Therefore, continuous regulatory 
efforts are needed on the parts of both the 
government and e-commerce platforms 
to safeguard public health against toxic 
formaldehyde scams. 
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 “China’s relations with the world have 

changed dramatically. The world needs 
to understand China better, and China 

also needs to introduce itself to the world 
better.”

Chen Shijie, Chinese Consul General in Auckland, New 
Zealand, at a book exhibition where over 2,000 books from 

China were on display in Waipa District on the country’s  
North Island on August 10 

“Now, China is clearly the leader in solar, 
electric vehicle and battery technology. 
Do expect a surge in exports of those 
things or foreign direct investment... 
because the world is supposed to be 

solving the climate sustainability  
problem.”

Michael Spence, Nobel Laureate in Economics, in an 
interview with the South China Morning Post published on 

August 12

THIS WEEK

the wisdom of being single over the stress 
of relationships. 

Many experts have identified intense aca-
demic stress as the main culprit. The pressure 
to maintain high grade point averages has 
led to ultra-fierce competition. High levels 
of stress can not only take a heavy toll on 
students’ mental wellbeing, but also damage 
their interpersonal relationships. As a result, 
many college students opt to enter into “pow-
er-saving mode,” in which seemingly useless 
social interactions and emotional engagement 
are cut off to save energy for schoolwork. 

Chinese Gen Zs, many of whom are a 
single child, have grown up in a more affluent 
period than previous generations, oftentimes 
with the doting love and attention of their 
parents, grandparents and larger extended 
families. Having had less independence dur-
ing their childhood and teenage years, this 
generation is overall slower at adapting to 
their new college environment. 

Overall, under the combined influence of 
academic stress and overprotective parents, 
college students often feel isolated and lonely. 
Born and raised in an age dominated by 
social media, an increasing number of them 
have turned to the Internet as a comfort space 
where they can build social ties. However, 
this behavior is more of a coping mechanism 
than a fully voluntary choice. 

 ENTREPRENEUR RECEIVES GOVERNMENT SPECIAL ALLOWANCE

Dong Mingzhu, Chairwoman and President of home appliance giant Gree Electric 
Appliances, received a government special allowance issued in the name of the State 
Council, China’s highest state administrative organ, on August 14. 

Once a monthly stipend but now given as a one-off prize, the allowances are awarded 
every two years in recognition of professional achievements in fields such as science, edu-
cation and economic and social development.

Dong joined Gree in Zhuhai, Guangdong Province, in 1990 as an air conditioner sales-
person. With outstanding sales ability, she became the head of sales in 1994. She continued 
to climb the corporate ladder, beginning as the chair of its board of direc-
tors in 2012.

Dong, an online influencer in her own right, is known for the priority 
she gives to innovation. The company has more than 90,000 employees, 
including 15,000 research and development personnel, according to its of-
ficial website.  

Fandom Frenzy 
Southern Daily 
August 9
The recently concluded Paris 2024 Olympic 
Summer Games have brought the world’s at-
tention to China’s thriving sports scene, as a 
slew of Chinese athletes showcased not only 
their athletic prowess but also impressive 
sportsmanship. However, these highlights have 
been undermined by the invasion of fanquan, 
a type of fandom that originated from the idol-
worshipping culture that has taken over the 
country’s entertainment industry. 

During the Games, some athletes 

were chased down by stalker fans, while 
others were booed by fans of their oppo-
nents. Controversies surrounding fanquan 
reached a peak on August 3 when table 
tennis player Chen Meng defeated her 
teammate Sun Yingsha to win gold in 
women’s singles. Chen was subjected to 
relentless criticism from fervent fans of the 
latter. 

While healthy fan activities can help ath-
letes stay focused and thrive, toxic fandom can 
greatly interrupt normal sports events and even 
destroy an athlete’s career. Therefore, it is cru-
cial to always offer support and loyalty within 
the bounds of common sense.  
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FOSSIL TO FUTURE FUELS 
China’s renewable energy industry sees robust growth  By Tao Xing


