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Transforming Education

China’s education sector is undergoing
reform as part of the nation’s commit-
ment to fostering a more innovative
and equitable learning environment.
At a national education conference on
September 9-10, President Xi Jinping
outlined efforts needed to build China
into an educational powerhouse by 2035.
These changes aim to address longstand-
ing issues such as a weak innovation
capacity and regional disparities.

One of the most notable aspects of
the reform is its emphasis on combin-
ing the development of education with
scientific and technological innovation
and the cultivation of a highly quali-
fied workforce. This calls for a more
integrated approach, encouraging criti-
cal thinking, problem-solving skills
and creativity. The effort is expected to
produce individuals better equipped to
meet the demand of China’s ongoing
economic restructuring toward innova-
tion-driven growth.

Additionally, the reform aims to
address the disparities in educational
resources and opportunities. Urban
areas, particularly major cities like
Beijing and Shanghai, have traditional-
ly enjoyed better facilities and teaching
staff than rural areas. Continuing to
narrow the gaps between regions and
schools remains a top priority. Notably,
there has long been society-wide

consensus that quality compulsory
education, a public service provided by
the government free of charge, should
be made accessible to all.

Since the central authorities in-
troduced a policy to ease the pressure
of homework and extracurricular
tutoring on first to ninth graders in
2021, schools and parents have been
encouraged to focus on students’ all-
round development instead of solely
on academic excellence. While off-
campus training institutions are subject
to tight regulation, classroom teaching
has become more efficient with the
introduction of new methods, coupled
with the use of digital technology; and
schools now also offer a wider range of
extracurricular activities.

Since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China in 1949, education
has made great strides. The rise in the
average years of schooling for the la-
bor force, the increase in the number of
college and vocational school gradu-
ates, and steadily growing government
spending on education are all examples
of the long way it has come. Hopes are
high that the current reform, building
upon this monumental progress, will
usher in a healthier, more enabling ed-
ucational climate that will allow every
student to make the most of his or her
abilities. BR
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THIS WEEK

TYPHOON ROARS
ASHORE

Emergency workers deal with a fallen tree on a street in Shanghai on September 16.

That morning, Bebinca, China’s 13th typhoon of this year, made landfall in Shanghai, with maximum wind speeds near its center
reaching 42 meters per second.

Bebinca is believed to be the strongest typhoon to hit Shanghai in 75 years, unleashing gales and torrential rains across the city.
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THIS WEEK SOCIETY
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A ceremony commemorates the September 18 Incident at the 9.18 Historical Museum in Shenyang,
capital of Liaoning Province, on September 18. The ceremony marked the 93rd anniversary of the
September 18 Incident in 193], or the start of Japan’s large-scale invasion of China.

Railway Length

The total length of operational rail
tracks in China surpassed 160,000
km on September 14, with the
inauguration of a section linking
two cities in Guangdong Province,
south China.

On the same day, a high-speed
train departed from Meizhou to the
provincial capital of Guangzhou,
marking the launch of the new
route. The new section is part of the
Longyan-Longchuan High-Speed
Railway, which connects Fujian and
Guangdong provinces, spanning
290 km.

“The opening of this new
high-speed railway (HSR) line will
shorten travel time between eastem
Guangdong and the Pearl River
Delta region,” Ren Yongshuang, a
train conductor from China Railway
Guangzhou Bureau Group Co. Ltd,
said.

According to China State
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Railway Group Co. Ltd, the operat-
ing mileage of China’s HSR has
reached 46,000 km, ranking firstin
the world and surpassing the com-
bined total of all other countries’
HSR networks.

China’s railway network
now serves a vast portion of the
country’s urban areas, covering 99
percent of cities with populations
over 200,000, while HSR serves
96 percent of cities with more than
500,000 residents.

Al Regulation

The Cyberspace Administration of
China has released a draft regula-
tion to standardize the labeling of
artificial intelligence (Al)-generated
synthetic content to protect na-
tional security and public interests.
Titled “Measures for Identifying
Al-generated Synthetic Content,”
the draft regulation was open for
public feedback until October 14.

Al-generated synthetic content,
as defined by the proposed rules,
is any text, image, audio or video
created using Al technologies.

Under the draft regulation,
online information service provid-
ers must adhere to mandatory
national standards when labeling
such content. Providers offering
functions like downloading, copy-
ing or exporting Al-generated
materials must ensure that explicit
labels are embedded in the files.

Platforms that distribute
content are also required to regu-
late the spread of Al-generated
materials by offering identification
functions and reminding users to
disclose whether their posts contain
Al-generated content.

Archaeological
Study Travel

The Chinese Government on
September 18 released guidelines

VNHNIX

to promote the high-quality devel-
opment of educational travel in the
field of archaeology.

These guidelines highlight
the benefits of utilizing China’s
abundant archaeologjical resources
for educational purposes. The
guidelines state that educational
travel “is conducive to preserving
and promoting traditional Chinese
culture, as well as enhancing the
public’s scientific literacy and
humanistic spirit.”

Educational travel combines
education and tourism to provide
students with opportunities to
engage in hands-on educational
experiences and research-based
leaming outside the traditional
classroom setting.

Provincial cultural relics admin-
istrative departments are instructed
to compile and publish a list of suit-
able locations for archaeological
study travel.

Institutions involved in archae-
ology, including archaeological
site parks, museums, research
institutes and excavation sites, are
encouraged to organize educa-
tional travel activities, according to
the guidelines.

To ensure the quality of
archaeological study travel,
the National Cultural Heritage
Administration will oversee the
certification of qualified bases and
incorporate such travel into the
development and operation of
national archaeologjical site parks
and related museums.

The administration will also
support the establishment of
industry organizations dedicated
to archaeological study travel,
aiming to improve curriculum
development, design and mentor
evaluation.

Cross-Border Trips

China saw nearly 5.26 million
cross-border trips during the three-
day Mid-Autumn Festival holiday
from September 15-17, the National

http://www.bjreview.com



Immigration Administration said on
September18.

The average daily number of
cross-border trips exceeded 175
million, marking an 18.6-percent
year-on-year increase.

During the holiday, cross-
border trips by foreigners surged
622 percent to 554,000, while
over 2.63 million trips were made
by mainland residents, and 2.07
million by residents of Hong Kong
and Macao special administrative
regions and Taiwan Province.

Mid-Autumn Festival is one of
China’s most important traditional
holidays. Taking place annually on
the 15th day of the eighth month
in the Chinese lunisolar calendar, it
was observed on September 17 this
year.

Population Sample
Survey

China will launch a nationwide
population sample survey in 2025
to help monitor the country’s
demographic development, ac-
cording to the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS).

Some 14 million people from
about 5 million households, or1
percent of the country’s popula-
tion, will be surveyed starting from
November 1 next year, the NBS said

Selected residents will be
asked about their basic information,
ranging from age, gender and
education level to marital status,
and housing conditions.

China started its first population
sample survey in 1987. So far, four
such surveys have been conducted.

WorldSkills
Competition

Chinese competitors secured the
top spot in the 47th WorldSkills
Competition medal tally by
winning 36 gold medals as the
event concluded in Lyon, France,
on September15.

The competition is a show-
case of the world’s most talented
and skilled young professionals.

In addition to their gold
medals, the Chinese team won
nine silver medals, four bronze
medals and eight medallions of
excellence.

At the closing ceremony, the
WorldSkills flag was officially
passed from Lyon to the Chinese
city of Shanghai, which will host
the 48th edition of the competi-
tion in 2026.

This year's event, held on
September 11-14, drew around
1,400 participants from nearly
70 countries and regions to com-
pete in 59 skill categories.

Food Supply System

China has issued guidelines on
speeding up the establishment of
a diversified food supply system
to guarantee grain security and
build up its agricultural strength,
Xinhua News Agency reported
on September 15.

Tapand Go!l

On September 13, Canadian citizen James Patrick experiences the
convenience of contactless fare payments for foreign MasterCard
and Visa cardholders at the Shougang Park Subway Station in Beijing.
Starting from that day, international visitors can use overseas-issued
MasterCard and Visa cards to travel across the city’s entire rail transit

network, with automatic payments calculated under the same fare

rules as local residents.

The country will adopt an
all-encompassing approach to
food, implementing measures
to promote the development of
new food varieties, new fields and
new technologies, according to a
document issued by the General
Office of the State Council, the
country’s highest state adminis-
trative body.

Efforts will be made to
expand food resources through
multiple channels, including for-
est food resources, herbivorous
livestock products, aquatic prod-
ucts and the edible mushroom

industry.

China will boost sci-tech in-
novation to improve the quality
and effectiveness of food devel-
opment, such as basic research
and breeding technologies.

Further undertakings will
enhance the overall indus-
trial chain, in particular the food
industry’s value chain, with
measures to improve the food
processing and circulation sector,
enhance food quality and safety,
and encourage the consumption
of nutritious and healthy food.

http://www.bjreview.com

Exploring Tomorrow Today

Visitors try out virtual reality devices during the 2024 China
Culture and Tourism Industries Exposition in Tianjin Municipality
on September 13. The four-day exposition, which opened that day,
featured over 2,000 cultural and tourism enterprises. It included
immersive experience spaces showcasing smart tourism, outdoor
equipment, the deep integration of culture and tourism, as well as
innovative cultural products and services.
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THIS WEEK ECONOMY

Industrial Output

China’s value-added industrial
output, an important economic in-
dicator, expanded 4.5 percent year
on year in August, official data from
the National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) showed on September 14.

Industrial output measures the
activity of enterprises with an an-
nual main business tumover of at
least 20 million yuan ($2.8 million).

On amonthly basis, this output
edged up 032 percentin August
from the previous month.

Addressing a press conference,
NBS spokesperson Liu Aihua said
nearly 80 percent of industries
and over 50 percent of products
registered year-on-year increases.

The equipment manufacturing
sector contributed 47.9 percent to
overall industrial output growth,
she said.

In August, the output of
electronic and communication
devices saw a double-digit year-
on-year increase for 10 consecutive
months. The value-added output
of smart unmanned aircraft soared
54 percent, and the production of

new-energy vehicles surged 305
percent, Liu said.

Meanwhile, the export delivery
value of the industrial sector
climbed 6.4 percent year on yearin
August, maintaining a fast growth
momentum, while that of automo-
biles saw double-digit growth for
nine consecutive months, Liu said.

In the first eight months, the
value-added industrial output post-
ed a stable 5.8 percent year-on-
year growth, the NBS data showed.

Gl Protection

In recent years, China has actively
promoted the protection of geo-
graphical indications (Gls), with
2523 Gl products approved and
7385 Gl trademarks registered as
of late August, the China National
Intellectual Property Administration
(CNIPA) said at the 13th China
Intellectual Property Annual
Conference that ran in Beijing from
September13to 14.

The Gl sign is used to show the
specific geographical origin of a
product and identify its qualities or
reputation due to that origin. Itis an
important type of intellectual prop-

erty right and a quality guarantee.

The direct annual output value
of Glsin China has increased con-
sistently since 2020. In 2023, this
value surpassed 961 billion yuan
($135.4 billion), the CNIPA said.

Hu Wenhui, CNIPA Deputy
Commissioner, said the quality and
quantity of China’s Gl products and
trademarks rank among the top
in the world. He also emphasized
interational cooperation, stating
that China looks forward to work-
ing with the global community to
bring greater benefits to the people
and contribute to high-quality
economic development

New Foreign Firms

Atotal of 36,968 new foreign-
invested firms were established
across China in the first eight
months of 2024, marking an in-
crease of 115 percent year on year,
the Ministry of Commerce said on
September13.

During this period, paid-in for-
eign direct investment (FDI) in the
Chinese mainland totaled 5802
billion yuan ($81.8 billion), down
315 percent from a year earlier,

according to the ministry.

The hi~tech manufacturing
sector attracted 124 percent, or 721
billion yuan ($1022 billion), of the
total FDIinflow, up 1.9 percentage
points from the same period last
year.

Notably, FDI inflows into
medical equipment manufactur-
ing and instrument and meter
manufacturing surged 77.8 per-
cent, while inflows into computer
and office device manufacturing
grew by 33.9 percent during this
period.

In terms of source coun-
tries, FDI from Singapore and
Germany increased 11.6 percent
and 5.4 percent year on year,
respectively, data from the minis-
try showed.

Certification and
Accreditation

China has unveiled an action
plan to promote the opening up
of certification and accreditation,
and further deepen the industry’s
reform.

The action plan, implemented

NUMBERS

Fixed Assets Investment Growth by Sector
January-August (% y.o.y.)
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THIS WEEK

on August 28, defines the goals,
tasks and measures to achieve the
high-standard opening up of certi-
fication and accreditation from
2024 to 2030, Pu Chun, deputy
head of the State Administration
for Market Regulation, told a press
conference on September 13.

The plan encourages
companies to improve new tech-
nologies as well as the credibility
and quality of products to win
market trust, increase demand
and enhance competitiveness.

China has established a
comprehensive framework for
international cooperation and
mutual recognition, and has
participated intensely in inter-
national conformity assessment
activities, Pu said.

As of late June, China
had joined 21 international
certification and accreditation
organizations, and signed 15
multilateral mutual recognition
agreements and 128 bilateral
cooperation arrangements for
mutual recognition, official data
showed.

Midea Group’s
Listing

Chinese home appliance giant
Midea Group went public on the
Hong Kong stock market on
September17.

The group’s shares opened
strongly and closed up by 7.8
percent on the first trading day.

According to the prospectus,
Midea set its initial public offering
(IPO) price range between HK$52
($6.67) and HK$54.8 ($7.03) per
share. The company offered
565,955,300 shares globally,
with 28297800 of those shares
available to investors on the Hong
Kong stock market.

Bonnie Chan, CEO of Hong
Kong Exchanges and Clearing
Ltd, announced that Midea’s listing
raised over HK$30 billion ($3.8 bil-
lion). I the oversubscription option
is exercised, the total amount raised
could reach $4.6 billion.

Chan further stated that
Midea’s IPO is the largest on
the Hong Kong market since
video-sharing platform Kuaishou
Technology went public in

February 2021, and the second
largest globally this year.

She also noted many positive
signs in Hong Kong’s fundraising
market, with the total refinancing
scale reaching $20 billion this year.

PwC Penalized

The China Securities Regulatory
Commission (CSRC) announced
on September 13 an administra-
tive penalty on accountancy
firm PwC for failing to fulfllits
obligations in auditing annual
reports and bond issuance of
property developer Evergrande
Real Estate Group.

The commission announced
the confiscation of PwC'’s revenue
of 2774 million yuan ($3.9 mil-
lion) related to the Evergrande
audit case and a fine of 297
million yuan ($41.8 million),
bringing the total to 325 million
yuan ($45.8 million).

The penalty comes as
PwC failed to fulfill its auditing
responsibilities for Evergrande’s
2019 and 2020 annual reports
and bond issuance, according to
the securities regulator.

PwC violated multiple audit
standards and requirements
during the audit process, did
not make correct professional
judgments, and failed to detect
substantial and widespread
financial fraud, the commission
stated.

In a separate statement, the
Ministry of Finance said it will
impose fines totaling 116 million
yuan ($16.3 million) on PwC, con-
fiscate its illegal gains, order a
six-month business suspension,
revoke its Guangzhou branch in
Guangdong Province and issue
an administrative warning.

The CSRC said on May
31that it had decided to fine
Evergrande 4.175 billion yuan
($588.3 million) for financial
fraud and other misconduct.

Evergrande inflated business
revenues and profits in 2019
and 2020 during its issuance of
corporate bonds, the CSRC said.

The commission also found
that Evergrande had released
false information in its annual
reports and failed to disclose
required information.

7
Fixed Assets Investment Growth in China
6 (%y.0y)
5 4.5
4.2 4.2
4 - 34
O 29 29
3 — |
2
1
0 T T T T T T T T T T T T
JAN-AUG ~ JAN-SEP  JAN-OCT  JAN-NOV  JAN-DEC  JAN-FEB  JAN-MAR  JAN-APR  JAN-MAY  JAN-JUN JANJUL  JAN-AUG
2023 2024

http://www.bjreview.com

(Source: National Bureau of Statistics)

SEPTEMBER 26, 2024 BEIJING REVIEW 7



THIS WEEK WORLD

SINGAPORE UNITED STATES

The “Lights by the Lake” event A firefighter monitors a wildfire,
_held n celebration of the dubbed the Bridge Fire, in the
Mid-Autumn Festival, which fell on Angeles National Forest near
September 17 this year, the border between Los Angeles
on September 16 and San Bernardino counties in
California on September 13

LEBANON

Mourners attend a funeral in Beirut for victims of the
September 17 pager explosions. Several people died
and many more were injured when pagers and other
electronic devices used by Hezbollah members
detonated across Lebanon on September 17 and 18.
As of September 19, the death toll of the attacks had
risen to 12, with 2,750-2,800 others injured

8 BEIJING REVIEW SEPTEMBER 26, 2024 http://www.bjreview.com




O
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

Suspects stand trial at a military court in Kinshasa on September 13.
On that day, 37 alleged coup plotters, including three U.S. citizens,
were convicted and sentenced to death by a Kinshasa military court
in a trial prosecuting the failed coup of May 19
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MEXICO

Soldiers participate in an
Independence Day military
parade in the Zocalo Square in
Mexico City on September 16

@
EGYPT

People gather at the scene of
a two-train collision in Shargiya
Province on September 14.
The accident resulted in at
least three fatalities and left 49
people injured
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THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS

0 FRIENDSHIP MEDAL LAUREATE

Dilma Rousseff, President of the New Development Bank (NDB) and former Brazilian
President, has been granted the Friendship Medal, China’s highest state honor for for-
eigners. On September 13, Chinese President Xi Jinping signed a presidential order to
recognize the contributions of Rousseff and 14 Chinese individuals on the eve of the 75th
anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China.

Rousseff is the first woman to have held the Brazilian presidency, and maintained
close relations with China during her tenure. She became president of the NDB, a mul-
tilateral bank established by the original BRICS group (Brazil, Russia,

India, China and South Africa) in 2015, in March 2023. BRICS is now a

10-member group of emerging economies.

The Friendship Medal honors international figures who have made
outstanding contributions to promoting China’s modernization drive and
its exchange and cooperation with other countries, as well as safeguarding

world peace.

Football Fans Fuming

Gmw.cn

September9
On September 5, China’s national men’s soc-
cer team fell in a historic 7-0 loss to Japan in
a World Cup qualifying match in Saitama,
Japan. The loss was a startling new low for a
team that has long suffered from humiliating
performances on the international stage. The
match has broken multiple records. It was the
country’s most lopsided defeat against Japan.
It also saw the most goals conceded, as well
as the largest margin of defeat, in a single
World Cup qualifier.

The brutal loss was met with rampant

outrage from Chinese soccer fans, who took
to social media to mock the many humbling
failures that the national men’s soccer team
has brought.

There are many reasons for the long-
standing malaise infecting China’s men’s
soccer. Some most-cited causes include poor
strategies and tactics, a widespread prejudice
against professional sports as a career path
and the lack of a pathway for talented young-
sters to enter professional soccer. However,
these are all just part of a wider web of social
factors at work. What Chinese soccer fans
wish for is not only an improvement in team
performance, but also a completely new type
of sports culture.

Riddle of the Sands

China Newsweek
September 9

One of the least understood but most cul-
turally rich and complex regions nestled
in the heart of Asia is Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region. Xinjiang has long
served as a major crossroads for exchanges
of peoples, cultures and trade along the an-
cient Silk Road.

“We can provide a wide range of
payment methods to ensure that
foreign visitors will have a smooth

journey while visiting China.”
Qin Tianxiong, an international cards service product

“Chinaiis transforming froma
consumer marketinto a center

of knowledge and innovation.”

Stefan Hartung, Chairman of German
multinational engineering and technology
company Robert Bosch GmbH, at the International
Motor Show Transportation 2024, heldin
Hannover, Germany, in mid-September,
underscoring China’s increasing role
in global innovation

manager of mobile payment and digital wallet service
Weixin Pay, at the 2024 China International Fair for
Tradein Services, held in Beijing on September 12-16
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THIS WEEK

Archaeological research in the region
over the last century has been dedicated to
discovering the origins of civilization in the
area. In 1900, Swedish explorer Sven Hedin
discovered the ruins of an ancient walled
city that was once the capital of the Loulan
Kingdom established in the second century
B.C. These discoveries sent archaeological
interest in the region into overdrive and initi-
ated a series of archaeological studies that
greatly extended the historical timeline of
human activities there.

However, these findings were mainly
collected from ground level and therefore
lack clear stratigraphic evidence and reli-
able dating. Furthermore, the region’s
arid soil makes it extremely difficult for
ancient cultural artifacts to be properly
preserved. As a result, archaeological
research in Xinjiang still lacks a clear
temporal framework by which the many
Stone Age remains in the region can be
neatly organized.

There are still countless unknown sites
in the region waiting to be uncovered and
many gaps in the current archaeological
findings waiting to be filled. With the as-
sistance of advanced technologies, such
as ground-penetrating radar and electrical
resistance survey, the region’s mysterious
past will gradually come to light.

“To promote the new development
model, we have to bring together all
different actorsin society, including our
grandfathers and grandmothers, whose
knowledge can contribute to modern

developments.”

Yesenia Olaya Requene, Colombian Minister of Science,
Technology and Innovation, ahead of the 16th Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention on Biological
Diversity, emphasizing the need to develop a shared agenda to
address climate change and its related challenges

http://www.bjreview.com

Old Markets, New Appeal

Farmers’Daily
September 11

In China, wet markets are traditional mar-
kets where butchers and grocers sell fresh
produce. Recently, several wet markets in
Shanghai and Guangdong Province have
started offering cooking services by which
customers can have their purchased goods
processed and cooked right on the spot.

This new service not only offers young
adults starting out on their career a means to
balance healthy meals with busy lives, but
also frees seniors from the physically de-
manding labor of daily meal preparation.

The provision of ready-to-eat meals in
wet markets is part of a wider shift within
China’s food retail scene, where traditional
markets are being converted into one-stop
leisure spaces. Some have set up reading
spaces, while others have opened their own
hot pot restaurants, where customers can se-
lect from a wide array of ingredients freshly
sourced from local farmers.

While these new features can help foster
deeper connections between farmers, suppli-
ers, retailers and consumers, it is important
to recognize the need for authorities to create
a more robust set of standards to safeguard
these nascent sectors from food safety haz-
ards and other risks.

0 MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS

Senior official Han Jun was appointed minister of agriculture and rural affairs on

September 13.

Han, 60, holds a Ph.D. degree in agriculture and has long been engaged in research
on issues related to agriculture, rural areas and farmers. In the early years of his career,
he headed the Editorial Department of the China Rural Econonty journal. He later held
posts including vice president of the Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, and head of the Department of Rural Economic Research, Development
Research Center of the State Council.

Han became governor of Jilin Province in 2021. Two years later,
he was appointed secretary of the Anhui Provincial Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC). Before being appointed minister, he
was secretary of the Leading Party Members Group of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs.

“This shows that China has paid a
lot of attention to research and
development, and scientific and

industrial innovation.”

Daren Tang, Director General of the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO), commending China’s
contributions to the global intellectual property ecosystem,
inarecent interview with Chinese media, as a WIPO report
shows China is home to 26 of the world’s top 100 science
and technology innovation clusters
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