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Tradition to Trend

Over 3,000 years ago, the first known
written form of the word zhongguo, mean-
ing China, appeared on a bronze vessel.
Characters, along with taijiquan shadow
boxing and food, have long been symbols
of Chinese culture. In recent years, howev-
er, new cultural icons have emerged as this
time-honored culture continues to evolve
in the digital era.

From novels to interactive games,
traditional culture is being fused with con-
temporary developments. Take the video
game Black Myth: Wukong for instance.
Drawing inspiration from Journey to the
West, the beloved classical Chinese novel
that follows the adventures of a monk
and his three disciples, centering on Sun
Wukong, or the Monkey King, the video
game went viral at home and abroad after
its launch in August.

Moreover, other forms of online con-
tent, such as literature and short dramas, are
gaining popularity and yielding profits—
while winning international recognition. A
report released by the China Audio-Video
and Digital Publishing Association in late
2023 read that the total revenue of China’s
online novel industry reached 31.78 bil-
lion yuan ($4 billion) in 2022, up 18.94
percent year on year. Its overseas revenue
accounted for 4.06 billion yuan ($562 mil-
lion), an increase of 39.87 percent year on

year. In 2022, the British Library expanded
its collection to include 16 Chinese web
novels, including Good Spring Time, a
story that explores familial love while shar-
ing knowledge about China’s porcelain
culture.

China aspires to become a culturally
strong country by 2035. This vision of
strength is not about muscle-flexing but
should be understood in the context of
the country’s journey. With a millennia-
old civilization, China experienced a
drastic decline beginning in the mid-
19th century, weakened by foreign
aggression and internal strife. Today, as
it taps into its full potential, the country
seeks to generate economic and cul-
tural prosperity, addressing domestic
needs and promoting global peace and
development.

Many values advocated by traditional
Chinese culture remain relevant today.
Confucianism, for one, underlines the
importance of a people-centered approach
and harmony in diversity. When these
values are internalized into contemporary
society, they will help foster a modern
form of culture that not only enriches
the character of Chinese citizens but also
pushes forward civilizational exchange,
contributing to the advancement of the
global community. BR
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HEADED FOR A NEW
HOME!

Staff members get giant panda Bao Li (male) ready for transport to Chengdu Shuangliu International Airport in Chengdu, Sichuan
Province, on October 14.

On October 15, a pair of giant pandas, 3-year-old Bao Li and Qing Bao (female), left Sichuan for the United States. Their new
home is the Smithsonian’s National Zoo in Washington, D.C.

The pair has now started their 10-year life abroad, according to an agreement signed by the China Wildlife Conservation
Association and the zoo in April.

VNHNIX
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The Countdown Begins!

Volunteers of the seventh China International Import Expo (CIIE) participate in a swearing-in ceremony
in Shanghai on October 15. The seventh CIIE will unfold in Shanghai from November 5 to 10.

Space Science
Program

China unveiled a national mid-and
long-term development program
for space science on October15,
which will guide the country’s plan-
ning of space science missions and
space research from 2024 to 2050.

The program, the first of its kind
at the national level, was jointly re-
leased by the Chinese Academy of
Sciences (CAS), the China National
Space Administration and the
China Manned Space Agency ata
press conference held by the State
Council Information Office.

The program outlines the de-
velopment goals of China’s space
science, including 17 priority areas
under five key scientific themes, as
well as a three-phase roadmap.

The five key scientific themes
are the extreme universe, space-
time ripples, panoramic view of
Sun-Earth, habitable planets and

4 BEIJING REVIEW OCTOBER 24, 2024

biological and physical sciences in
space, Ding Chibiao, Vice President
of the CAS, said at the press confer-
ence.

The theme of the extreme
universe focuses on exploring the
origin and evolution of the uni-
verse, revealing the physical laws
under extreme cosmic conditions.
The theme of space-time ripples
centers on detecting medium to
low-frequency gravitational waves
and primordial gravitational waves,
to uncover the nature of gravity
and space-time. The Sun-Earth
panoramic view theme involves
the exploration of the Sun, Earth
and the heliosphere to unravel
the physical processes and laws
goveming the complex interactions
within the Sun-Earth system.

Scientists will also explore the
habitability of celestial bodies in
the solar system and exoplanets,
as well as search for extraterrestrial
life.

The theme of biological and
physical sciences in space seeks
to reveal the laws of matter move-
ment and life activities under space
conditions to deepen the under-
standing of fundamental physics,
such as quantum mechanics and
general relativity.

The program also outlines a
roadmap for the development of
space science in China through
2050.

In the first phase, leading up to
2027, China will focus on the space
station operation, implementing
the manned lunar exploration proj-
ect, and the fourth phase of its lunar
exploration program as well as the
planetary exploration project

The intemational lunar re-
search station initiated by China will
be constructed during the second
phase from 2028 to 2035, and
approximately 15 scientific satellite
missions will be carried out during
this period.

In the third phase, from 2036
to 2050, China will launch over 30
space science missions.

Tourism

Cooperation Zone

The China-Viet Nam Detian-Ban
Gioc Waterfall cross-border tourism
cooperation zone, with the Chinese
partin Chongzuo, a border city

in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region, went into operation on
October15.

As China’s first cross-border
tourism cooperation zone, the
Chinese part of the zone spans
approximately 2 square km. The
zone began trial operations in
September 2023.

The Detian-Ban Gioc Waterfall
is the biggest cross-border waterfall
in Asia. Within the cooperation
zone, tourists enjoy facilitated
customs clearance services, accord-
ing to Guangxi border inspection
authorities.

The official launch of the
cross-border tourism cooperation
zone is expected to yield valuable
insights for the high-level opening
up and collaboration between the
two countries, said Hu Fan, Vice
Chairman of Guangxi.

[UCN Green List

Mount Fanjing National Nature
Reserve in Guizhou Province,
southwest China, has been of-
ficially included in the Green List
of Protected and Conserved Areas
of the Intermational Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), said
local authorities in Tongren City on
October13.

The Green Listis a global pro-
gram established by the [UCN to
promote biodiversity conservation
based on protected and conserved
areas. It serves as a global standard
for measuring the management
status of such areas.

The inclusion of Mount
Fanjing National Nature Reserve
in the [IUCN Green List signifies

http://www.bjreview.com
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international recognition of its con-
servation achievements and its role
in global biodiversity conservation,
according to authorities in Tongren,
where the mountain is located.

The IUCN plans to announce
the new list of protected and con-
served areas included in the Green
List for 2024 at the 16th meeting
of the Conference of the Parties to
the UN Convention on Biological
Diversity, which is currently
underway in Colombia and set to
conclude on November1.

Mount Fanjing is a World
Heritage Site that covers an area
of 775 square km. It provides an
important glimpse into geological
evolution in south China and serves
as an ecologjical security barrier in
the middle and upper reaches of
the Yangtze River.

Sea Qutfalls

China has moved to tighten regula-
tion on sewage outfalls into the

sea to better protect the marine
environment, according to new
regulatory measures released

by the Ministry of Ecology and
Environment on October11.

All types of sea outfalls will
be placed under government
regulation, which, in the past,
mainly covered industrial sew-
age outfalls and those of urban
sewage treatment plants, accord-
ing to the trial measures.

The tightened regulation
came as the ministry saw a

rapid surge in sea outfalls during
inspections in recent years, with
many found to be discharging
aquaculture and domestic sew-
age.

The ministry said it will carry
out categorized management of
sea outfalls based on their im-
pacts on the marine environment
and conduct whole-process
supervision on sewage discharge.

The ministry added that it
will also improve the national
platform for monitoring and
management of sea outfalls, en-
hance guidance and supervision
atthe local level, and promptly
conduct research and evalua-
tions.

Self-Developed
Airship

China’s domestically developed
buoyant airborne turbine (BAT)
reached a record height on
October 10 in Hubei Province,
harnessing stronger, steadier
winds from higher altitudes to
generate power.

The helium-filled S500
blimp ascended to 500 meters
above ground in the city of
Jingmen, generating power at a
rate of over 50 kilowatts, accord-
ing to Beijing SAWES Energy
Technology Co. Ltd,, one of the
system’s developers.

The operation broke records
for both the maximum flying
height and power generated by

Ll
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Connecting Markets

A foreign buyer makes inquiries at an electronic products booth
during the 136th China Import and Export Fair in Guangzhou,
Guangdong Province, on October 15. This year’s fair features over
30,000 exhibitors, showcasing 115 million new products. The event,
held in three phases, runs from October 15 to November 4.

an airborne turbine of such a de-
sign, according to the company.

High-altitude wind is con-
sidered a widespread and stable
source of clean energy that can
be harvested at low cost. A BAT
system employs a kite-like air-
ship to fly up the generator and
send the electricity to the ground
through its tethers.

The S500 airship was
developed together with several
Chinese institutes, including
Tsinghua University and the
Aerospace Information Research
Institute at the Chinese Academy

of Sciences.

“S500 is developed for
scenarios such as emergency
rescue, surveying and mapping,
and urban security. When an
earthquake or flood occurs,
it can be quickly launched to
ensure on-site power supply and
communication,” said the com-
pany’s chief technology officer
Weng Hanke.

Weng added that they plan
to test a 100-kilowatt power
generation at a height of 1,000
meters using the turbine.

http://www.bjreview.com

Culture and Comfort

Tourists visit Xijingyu Village, Jizhou District in Tianjin Municipality,
on October 12. The homestay business is driving rural tourism in the
village. Over 60 boutique homestays have been established, with
some 20 currently under construction.
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Energy

Consumption

In 2023, coal accounted for 553
percent of China’s total primary
energy consumption, down 12.1
percentage points compared to
a decade ago.

According to an annual
report on China’s mineral re-
sources released by the Ministry
of Natural Resources on
October 15, the share of non-
fossil energy sources—such
as hydropower, nuclear power,
wind power, and solar power—
has increased by 7.7 percentage
points over the past decade.

Since 2012, China’s energy
production has shifted, with its
primary driving force moving
from traditional power sources to
renewable energy. The country’s
energy structure is transitioning
away from a coal-dominant
model to a more diversified and
cleaner one.

China remains committed
to its national “dual carbon”
goal, which it first announced
in September 2020: peaking

carbon emissions before 2030
and achieving carbon neutrality
before 2060.

Shipping Capacity
As of September, the capacity

of China’s maritime fleet had
reached 430 million deadweight
tons, accounting for 18.7 percent
of the world's total, according to
a press conference in Shanghai
on October 15.

From January to August, the
country’s cargo throughput at
ports exceeded 11.5 billion tons,
up 3.7 percent year on year, and
its container throughput at ports
reached 220 million twenty-foot
equivalent units (TEUs), up 82
percent year on year.

ATEU is a standard mea-
surement used in the shipping
industry.

During the period, the
volume of China’s rail-water in-
termodal transport through ports
notched up 7.78 million TEUs of
containers, up 17.7 percent year
on year, according to the press
conference on the 2024 North
Bund Forum, an international

shipping conference held in

Shanghai from October 22 to 24.

Forty-nine automated port
terminals have been constructed
nationwide, marking a continued
leading global position, said
Gao Haiyun, an official from the
Water Transport Bureau under
the Ministry of Transport, at the
press conference.

Foreign Trade

China’s total goods imports and
exports expanded 5.3 percent
year on year in yuan terms in
the first three quarters of this
year, maintaining stable growth,
official data showed on
October 14.
The goods trade vol-
ume expanded to 3233
trillion yuan ($4.5 trillion) in
the January-September period,
reaching a new high, according
to the General Administration of
Customs of China (GACC).
Exports rose 6.2 percent
year on year to 18.62 trillion
yuan ($2.6 trillion), while imports
climbed 4.1 percent year on year
to 1371 trillion yuan ($1.9 trillion)

in the first three quarters, GACC
figures showed.

Mechanical and electrical
products continued to dominate
China’s exports during the
period, accounting for nearly 60
percent of the total, according to
Wang Lingjun, deputy head of
the GACC.

Specifically, exports of high-
end equipment, integrated
circuits, automobiles and home
appliances rose 43.4 percent, 22
percent, 22.5 percent and 15.5
percent, respectively.

Passenger Car
Sales

China’s new-energy passenger
vehicle market continued to grow
in September, with retail sales
reaching 1.12 million units, indus-
try association data showed.

The term “new-energy
vehicles” is used to designate
automobiles that are fully or
predominantly powered by
electric energy, including plug-in
vehicles, battery electric vehicles,
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles,
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and fuel-cell electric vehicles.

The figure marked a
50.9-percent year-on-year
increase and a 9.6-percent jump
from the previous month, ac-
cording to the China Passenger
Car Association (CPCA).

In September, production of
new-energy passenger vehicles
reached about 1.22 million units,
representing a 51.5-percent
year-on-year increase and a
16.2-percent rise from the previ-
ous month.

The penetration rate of new-
energy vehicles, a gauge of
popularity, in the domestic mar-
ket climbed to 53.3 percent that
month, according to the data.

During the first nine months
of 2024, total retail sales of
new-energy passenger cars
amounted to 7.13 million units,
representing a 37.4-percent
increase from the previous year,
the CPCA data showed.

On the export front, China
shipped 105,000 new-energy
passenger vehicles in September,
up 19.3 percent year on year and
6 percent month on month.

From January to September
this year, total exports of new-en-
ergy passenger vehicles reached
968,000 units, a 30.2-percent
increase compared to the same
period in 2023, the association
said.

Futures Market

China has issued guidelines to
strengthen the regulation of

its futures market, effectively
preventing risks and promoting
its stable operations and high-
quality development.

The futures market is a type of
financial market where participants
can buy and sell contracts for the
delivery of assets at a predeter-
mined future date and price.

By 2029, a general reqgula-
tory futures system framework
and business model with Chinese
characteristics should be estab-
lished, per the guidelines issued
by several government agencies,
including the China Securities
Regulatory Commission, and
forwarded on October 11 by
the General Office of the State
Council, China’s highest state

administrative organ.

By 2035, a secure, standard-
ized, transparent, open, dynamic
and resilient futures market
system should be in place, with
major commodities attracting
the full participation of global
traders, the guidelines read.

They further state that by
mid-century, a world-class
futures exchange will be estab-
lished, with a complete range of
products, comprehensive func-
tions, efficient services and stable
operations.

Wide-ranging efforts
should be made, including strict
supervision over futures trading
activities, a crackdown onillegal
activities and behaviors that
violate the rules of the futures
market, and the steady promo-
tion of the opening up of the
futures market, according to the
guidelines.

Capital Market

The People’s Bank of China (PBC),
the country’s central bank, has

set up the Securities, Funds and
Insurance Companies Swap Facility

(SFISP), with an initial scale of 500
billion yuan ($70 billion), for “the
healthy and stable development of
the capital market”

The SFISF will allow eligible
securities, funds and insurance
companies to use their as-
sets—including bonds, stock
exchange-traded funds (ETFs),
and holdings—in constituents of
the CSI 300 Index as collateral
in exchange for highly liquid
assets such as treasury bonds and
central bank bills, the PBC said in
a statement.

ETFs are funds that trade on
exchanges. Like traditional mutual
funds, ETFs invest in a basket of
stocks, bonds, or some combina-
tion of the two.

The CSI300 Index tracks
300 large-cap and most liquid
stocks traded on the Shanghai and
Shenzhen stock exchanges.

The scale of the SFISF could
be expanded depending on the
situation, according to the PBC.

Effective October 10, applica-
tions from eligible securities,
funds and insurance companies
are now being accepted.

CPI Growth by Type
September (% y.0.y.)

Food
Clothing
-0.1

Household items and services

23

1.3

Housing

0.1

Education

Healthcare

Others (combined)

0.6

1.2

3.5
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The funeral for the senior commander of The 2024 Paris Motor Show
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps, Abbas on October 14. The exhibition
Nilforoushan, who was killed alongside attracted some 500,000 visitors
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in an over its seven-day run
Israeli airstrike in Lebanon in late
September, takes place on October 15

JAPAN

A billboard for the ongoing election campaign in Tokyo
on October 15. Campaigns for the country’s general
election kicked off on that same day, with 465 seats

up for contest across single-member districts and
proportional representation
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DEMOCRATIC PEQPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

An undated photo shows a road obstructed by an explosion along
the country’s southern border on October 15. The country said that
the roads and railways connecting the Republic of Korea in the
eastern and western parts of its southern border had been
completely blocked

GERMANY

A giant panda cub at Zoo
Berlin on October 15. The
z00’s newest residents, a pair
of panda sisters born in late
August, made their
long-awaited debut in front
of the attending press

@
EGYPT

An exhibit hall inside the Grand
Egyptian Museum in Giza on
October 15. The museum’s

Main Galleries started trial
operations on October 16

http://www.bjreview.com OCTOBER 24, 2024 BEIJING REVIEW 9
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0 CELESTIAL TRIBUTE TO PUBLIC HEALTH PIONEER

A minor planet has been named after Chinese medical scientist Zhong Nanshan, in rec-
ognition of his contributions to science. The naming was announced on October 11.

Born in October 1936, Zhong is a prominent respiratory disease expert and a key
figure in public health. He is best known for his pivotal role during the severe acute re-
spiratory syndrome outbreak in 2003, and more recently for his role in managing the
COVID-19 pandemic. A member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, he currently
heads the National Clinical Research Center for Respiratory Disease in

Guangzhou, Guangdong Province.

The minor planet, designated 325136, was first discovered in 2008
by the Purple Mountain Observatory under the Chinese Academy of
Sciences. It is located an average of 373 million km from the Sun and

takes some 4.05 years to orbit it.

Feel-Good Trend

Gxnews.com.cn
October9

Small, mood-boosting playthings are
becoming increasingly popular among
young Chinese. In today’s fast-paced,
high-pressure society, these toys provide a
much-needed emotional outlet. This rising
trend is now being defined as “sentiment
consumption.”

The related market boasts some serious
untapped potential. According to a recent
report on Chinese youth consumer trends,
one third of young people surveyed ex-
pressed a willingness to spend on products
that can help alleviate emotional stress.

“There has been a lot of talk about funding the
climate and biodiversity gap. It’s not just about
finding new funding. It’s also about redirecting

47h

As a result, new consumption scenarios
are emerging, with businesses offering
comforting experiences through offline
services like emotional healing sessions,
meditation and handicraft classes. Some
industries are also incorporating emotional
elements into their advertising, such as
nostalgic “childhood convenience store”
themes.

However, consumers should be cau-
tious about spending impulsively, as it
could lead to privacy leaks or falling into
consumption traps—causing more emo-
tional distress. Meanwhile, businesses
must make sure to stay in touch with
the evolving emotional needs of their
customers.

all the billions and billions of dollars that fuel

the nature and climate crises toward

nature-positive projects and programs.”

Kirsten Schuijt, Director General of the World Wide Fund for Nature
International, in a recent interview with Xinhua News Agency,
expressing her hope for a new climate finance goal to be agreed upon at
the upcoming United Nations Climate Change Conference
in Azerbaijan in November
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Ink in Motion

Lifeweek

October 14
The art of Chinese calligraphy originated
from everyday writing. Over time, the intent
to beautify characters emerged. Historically,
five major script styles developed: the seal
script, the clerical script, the cursive script, the
regular script and the running script. These
scripts evolved primarily to facilitate easier
and quicker writing, with a general trend to-
ward simplification.

The seal script is the earliest style, char-
acterized by its pictographic nature. This
complexity led to the development of the

“ltwasin America’s long-term
national interest to have an active
and constructive relationship

with China.”

William Ford, Chairman and CEQ of General
Atlantic, a global growth equity firm, quoting former
U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger at the annual
Gala Dinner of the National Committee on U.S.-China

Relationsin New York City, the U.S., on October 15

http://www.bjreview.com
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clerical script, which appeared during the Qin
Dynasty (221-206 B.C.) and became popular
among lower-level clerks. In the Han Dynasty
(206 B.C.-A.D. 220), the need for efficiency
gave rise to the cursive script, which allowed
for faster writing by simplifying strokes. The
Wei Kingdom (220-265) and the Jin Dynasty
(265-420) marked the formation of the regu-
lar script, which streamlined brush techniques.
The running script emerged around the same
time, increasing writing speed by connecting
strokes. During this period, the regular script
was established as the formal writing style,
with cursive and running scripts serving as
supplementary forms. No new major scripts
have developed since, as the existing styles
meet all writing needs.

To appreciate a calligraphic work, we
must consider the overall impression, includ-
ing the strokes, structure and ink color. For
example, Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) callig-
rapher Zhu Yunming replaced lines with dots
for horizontal, slanting and vertical strokes in
his cursive script. The structure of calligraphy
involves arranging strokes within a square
space, akin to the precise assembly of watch
components. The ink’s color reflects an art-
ist’s emotions, as seen in Tang Dynasty (618-
907) calligrapher Yan Zhenqing’s Draft of
a Requiem to My Nephew, which expresses
deep sorrow with fluctuating ink intensity due
to continuous writing.

“Therise of new electric vehiclesin
China is transforming a market that
wasonce dominated byinternal
combustion engines. Traditional and
emerging Chinese automakers are

leapfrogging this phase, reshaping
theindustry.”

Denis Depoux, Global Managing Director at
European-based consultancy Roland Berger,
inarecentinterview with Xinhua

http://www.bjreview.com

Three-Hour-Circle Tourism
Workers’ Daily

October 9
After you get off work on a Friday afternoon,
head straight to a Belijing railway station, hop
on a high-speed train and just two hours and
eight minutes later, you will find yourself in
Handan in neighboring Hebei Province, ready
to spoil your taste buds with some local spe-
cialty snacks in the evening. On Saturday and
Sunday, go hiking in the mountains, do some
light reading by a river and immerse yourself
in local culture before catching a train ride
home to Beijing on Sunday evening.

In recent years, this kind of travel, referred
to as “three-hour-circle tourism,” has become
all the rage among China’s urban youth, espe-

cially with high-speed railways sharply cutting
down travel time between cities. Moreover,
booming tourism also helps stimulate the
growth of related sectors, including the food
and beverage, hospitality, and entertainment
industries.

However, this new tourism model has
encountered some challenges. Scenic spots
within the circle are usually very similar in
culture and natural scenery due to their geo-
graphical proximity. Plus, infrastructure and
public services in these emerging tourist des-
tinations are being overwhelmed, resulting in
traffic jams, accommodation shortages and an
overall deteriorating environment. These satel-
lite cities should find ways to upgrade their
infrastructure and services—instead of solely
focusing on making money.

0 OLYMPIC CHAMPION SHATTERS WORLD RECORD

Olympic champion Huang Yuting gave China a strong start at the International Shooting
Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup Final as she won the women’s 10-meter air rifle gold
medal with a score of 254.5 in New Delhi, India, on October 15, setting a new world re-

cord for the event.

This is her first individual gold medal at a World Cup Final. With this achieve-
ment, Huang has now completed a Grand Slam, having won gold medals at the World

Championships, Olympics and World Cup.

Hailing from Taizhou, Zhejiang Province, the 18-year-old shooter
began professional training in 2016. She claimed two ISSF World
Championships gold medals in Cairo, Egypt, in 2022 and one in Baku, e

Azerbaijan, in 2023. In July, Huang and her teammate Sheng Lihao
won a gold medal in the 10-meter air rifle mixed team event at the Paris

Olympics.

“The best scenariois when the world
achieves a win-win situation, wherewe
all benefit from cooperation, explore new
fields and deepen our understanding of

climate science.”
Lonnie Thompson, a member of the American Academy

of Sciences and a foreign member of the Chinese Academy

of Sciences, as he recently returned to Shuanghu County,
Xizang Autonomous Region, the highest county in China,
24 years after his last expedition
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