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It gives me great pleasure to begin my third state visit to the French
Republic at the invitation of President Emmanuel Macron. Back in
2014 and 2019, I paid two visits to France, both in spring, to celebrate
the 50th and 55th anniversaries of our diplomatic relations together
with the people of France. As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of our
diplomatic ties, I have a strong sense of déja vu when setting foot again
on the soil of your beautiful country. On behalf of the Chinese govern-
ment and people, I wish to take this opportunity to extend our warmest
greetings and best wishes to the French government and people.

As important representatives of Eastern and Western civiliza-
tions, China and France have a long history of mutual appreciation
and admiration. French Enlightenment thinkers turned to study
Chinese culture centuries ago, and great French thinkers and writ-
ers such as Voltaire, Diderot, Hugo and Balzac have been household
names in China. Sixty years ago, our two countries broke through
Cold War blocs and established diplomatic relations at the ambassa-
dorial level. In the 60 years since, our bilateral relations have always
stayed abreast of China’s relations with Western countries, setting a
prime example for countries with different social systems to coexist
in peace and pursue win-win cooperation.

In recent years, our relationship has risen to new heights, and we
keep making new progress in our cooperation on aviation, aerospace,
nuclear energy, agrifood and green development. Our two countries en-
joy close coordination and cooperation on climate response, biodiver-
sity protection and global governance. Activities of the China-France
Year of Culture and Tourism are unfolding across the board. A growing
China-France relationship not only brings benefits to our two peoples,
but also provides stability and positive energy to the turbulent world.

During my visit, I will have an in-depth exchange of views with
President Macron on growing China-France and China-Europe
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relations under the new circumstances as well as major international
and regional issues in the world today. I hope this visit will help
cement our long-standing friendship, enhance political trust, build
strategic consensus and deepen exchanges and cooperation in various
fields. I hope our two countries will light up our way forward with the
torch of history, open a brighter future of China-France relations and
make new contributions to world peace, stability and development. m

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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Garrying Forward the Spirit that Guided
the Establishment of China-France
Diplomatic Relations, Working Together
for Global Peace and Development
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I am delighted to pay my third state visit to France at the invitation of
President Emmanuel Macron.

France holds a special fascination for us Chinese. This country has
produced a galaxy of philosophers, writers, and artists with global appeal
who have inspired all humanity. Over 150 years ago, French nationals
helped China found its Fujian Navy Yard and the Fujian Naval Academy.
France was also the first country to welcome government-sponsored
students from China. A century ago, a number of young Chinese traveled
to France for further education. Some of these young patriots went on to
make remarkable contribution to the founding and development of New
China. France was also the first major western country to enter into formal
diplomatic ties with New China.

The year 2024 is of special significance. I will visit France bringing
with me three messages from China.

—China will work with France to carry forward the spirit that guided
the establishment of their diplomatic ties, build on past achievements and
open new vistas for China-France relations.

This year marks the 60th anniversary of China-France relations. Six
decades ago, General Charles de Gaulle, with a strategic vision based on
the trend of the time, resolved to establish diplomatic relations with New
China. It wasn’t easy to make this independent decision at the height of the
Cold War, but it has proven to be right and foresighted. With the establish-
ment of China-France relations, a bridge of communication between the
East and West was built, and the international relations were able to evolve
in the direction of dialogue and cooperation.

In these six decades, China-France relations have stayed abreast of
the times. Our two countries took the lead in establishing a comprehen-
sive strategic partnership and launching institutional strategic dialogue in
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China’s relations with Western countries. We spearheaded cooperation in
aviation and nuclear energy and on third-party markets. We were among
the first to mutually open cultural centers and start cultural year activi-
ties, providing guidance for mutual learning between civilizations. China-
France cooperation contributed to the conclusion of the Paris Agreement
on climate change and the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Frame-
work, boosting strongly the implementation of the global climate agenda.

History is our best teacher. We live in a world that is far from being
tranquil and is once again facing a multitude of risks. China is ready to
work with France in the spirit that guided the establishment of our diplo-
matic ties to forge a stronger comprehensive strategic partnership between
our two countries and make new contributions to stronger cooperation of
the global community.

—China will open even wider to the world and deepen cooperation
with France and other countries.

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the People’s Republic of
China. Through 75 years of perseverant hard work, the Chinese people
have turned China from an impoverished country into the second largest
economy in the world. Several hundred million people in rural areas were
lifted out of poverty, a miracle in the history of humanity. The Chinese
economy registered 5.2 percent growth in 2023, and is expected to grow
by around 5 percent in 2024 with greater progress toward high-quality
development. China will remain a source of global growth and create op-
portunities for all countries.

One thing that has made China’s development possible is our firm
commitment to opening up. We welcome more quality French farm
products and cosmetics to the Chinese market to meet the ever-growing
needs of the Chinese people for a better life. We welcome investment by
companies from France and other countries to China. To this end, we have
fully opened up China’s manufacturing sector, and will move faster to ex-
pand market access to telecom, medical and other services. We also have a
15-day visa-exemption policy for visitors from many countries including
France, and we have taken further measures to facilitate travel and pay-
ment by foreigners in China.

While opening up itself, China also encourages Chinese companies to
go global. France is advancing re-industrialization based on green innova-
tion, whereas China is accelerating the development of new quality pro-
ductive forces. Our two countries can deepen cooperation on innovation
and jointly promote green development. Some Chinese companies have
set up battery plants in France. The Chinese government supports more
Chinese companies in investing in France. And we hope that France will
ensure that they operate in a fair and equitable business environment.

—China will strengthen communication and coordination with France
to uphold world peace and stability.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the Five Principles of Peace-
ful Coexistence. Seven decades ago, Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai put forth
in full the five principles for the first time—“mutual respect for sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, mutual non-interference
in each other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful
coexistence.” Through 70 years, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexis-
tence have been widely accepted and recognized by countries across the
world. They have become an important norm governing contemporary
international relations.

China has faithfully practiced the Five Principles of Peaceful Coex-
istence. Over the past 70-plus years since its founding, New China never
provoked a war or occupied an inch of foreign land. China is the only
country around the world that includes in its Constitution the commitment
to the path of peaceful development, and China is the only country among
the major nuclear-weapon states that is committed to no-first-use of nucle-
ar weapons.

I have proposed in recent years the Global Development Initiative, the
Global Security Initiative, and the Global Civilization Initiative. As part
of China’s efforts to help improve global governance and resolve tough
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