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Security, Sustainability and the
Shanghai Spirit

The 2025 Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Summit will be held
in Tianjin from August 31 to September 1
under the theme SCO Year of Sustainable
Development. It will be attended by leaders
of more than 20 countries and heads of 10
international organizations, making it the
largest in the history of the SCO.

The SCO has developed from its initial
six members into a big family of 26 coun-
tries, and it now covers more area and a
greater population than any other regional
cooperation organization. At a time when
regional conflicts occur frequently, the
Shanghai Spirit of mutual trust, mutual ben-
efit, equality and consultation is becoming
an important force in countering the Cold
War mentality. The essential goal of this
summit is to promote the building of a clos-
er SCO community with a shared future.

The summit will focus on promot-
ing joint action on poverty reduction,
food security, public health, financing
for development, green development,
industrialization and the digital economy.
Amid an increasingly complex global se-
curity situation, it will continue its work of
strengthening collaboration among member
states in combating the three forces of sepa-
ratism, extremism and terrorism.

This year’s event will place increased

emphasis on cybersecurity and data security.
It will seek new ways to integrate the Belt
and Road Initiative with the development
strategies of SCO member states with the
aim of accelerating regional economic in-
tegration and boosting connectivity among
member states.

One of the principles of the Shanghai
Spirit is respect for diverse civilizations.
During this summit, discussions will be
held on how to promote exchange among
member states in the areas of education,
science and technology, culture and health,
aiming to enhance mutual understanding
and friendship among peoples.

The summit will also discuss ma-
jor international and regional issues,
advocate multilateralism, and oppose
unilateralism and hegemonism. The SCO
is committed to promoting the building
of a more just and equitable international
order and will strengthen coordination
with the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations.

The 2025 SCO Summit is a pivotal
opportunity to jointly pursue solutions to
the world’s most pressing challenges. By
embracing the Shanghai Spirit, the summit
will not only enhance regional cooperation
but also contribute significantly to a more
secure international order. BR
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HAPPY 60TH ANNIVERSARY!

People pose for group photos during a grand gathering celebrating the 60th founding anniversary of Xizang Autonomous Region in Lhasa,
capital of Xizang, on August 21.

President Xi Jinping joined around 20,000 local people in the gathering. Xi urged concerted efforts to write a splendid chapter of Chinese
modernization in Xizang when he met with representatives from all ethnic groups and all walks of life in the plateau region on August 20.
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THIS WEEK SOCIETY

Custom:Made Shoes

A shopper has her feet scanned at a custom footwear company in Putian, Fujian Province, on August 19.
The companys intelligent production line can manufacture personalized shoes in just over an hour.

V-Day Parade

China will stage a military parade
on September 3 to celebrate the
80th anniversary of the victory
in the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War.

The parade is meant to
signal that the country upholds
peace and will irmly defend
international faimess and justice,
Major General Wu Zeke, from the
Central Military Commission’s
Joint Staff Department and
Deputy Director of the Office of
the Parade Leading Group, told
a news conference in Beijing on
August 20.

The 70-minute parade will
proceed in two steps: a military
review by President Xi Jinping
and a march-past of troops in
Tian'anmen Square.

A number of the Chinese
military’s advanced weapons
are set to be unveiled at the
parade. According to Wu, all of

4 BEIJING REVIEW AUGUST 28, 2025

the hardware to be displayed has
been domestically developed
and manufactured and has been
in active service. The majority

of the hardware on show will

be new models, including the
main battle tanks and fighter jets,
combat drones, directed-energy
weapons and electronic jamming
instruments, and a group of new
hypersonic, missile-defense and
intercontinental ballistic missiles.

Private Pension

China will loosen restrictions
to make it easier for individuals
to withdraw money from their
private pension accounts starting
from September 1, according to a
circular released by the Ministry
of Human Resources and Social
Security and four other govern-
ment organs, Xinhua News
Agency reported on August 19.
The policy will allow with-
drawals in situations such as
high personal or family medi-
cal expenses and long-term

unemployment.

According to the policy,
individuals may withdraw funds
if their own, their spouse’s or their
minor children’s out-of-pocket
medical expenses within the
past year exceed the previous
year’s per capita disposable
income in their provincial-level
region. Withdrawals will also
be permitted if applicants have
received unemployment insur-
ance benefits for a cumulative 12
months within the past two years
orif they are currently receiving
minimum living allowances (a
social welfare program providing
financial aid to low-income urban
and rural residents) for urban and
rural residents.

Previously, private pensions
could only be withdrawn if partic-
ipants had reached the statutory
retirement age, had completely
Lost the ability to work or had
settled abroad.

China’s private pension
scheme was initially piloted in

selected cities in November 2022
and had expanded nationwide by
the end of 2024.

Livelihood Projects

The govemment of Xizang
Autonomous Region has
announced it will allocate an addi-
tional 2 billion yuan ($280 million)
to launch 10 new livelihood initia-
tives, Xinhua reported on August 19.

These supplementary
initiatives—focusing on income
augmentation, childcare sup-
port, elderly care services and
healthcare improvements—will
complement the region’s existing
14.8-billion-yuan ($2-billion)
allocation for 28 ongoing welfare
projects throughout 2025.

Key policies include free
neonatal medical insurance,
childcare subsidies for families
with children aged under 3, winter
heating subsidies for low-income
households, increased accidental
injury insurance payouts and
higher basic pensions.

Seven of the 10 initiatives
offer universal coverage, while
three target vulnerable groups
and distinguished contributors to
society, the government added.

Since 2021, over 80 percent
of Xizang's annual fiscal expen-
diture has been directed to public
welfare. Total livelihood spend-
ing from 2021 to 2024 reached
860.1 billion yuan ($120 billion).

In-Cabin Pet Service

China’s Hainan Airlines on August
15 launched its in-cabin pet service
onits Beijing-Bangkok route, as an
experiment in allowing passengers
to bring their pet companions
aboard intemational flights.

The airline accepts domestic
cats and dogs meeting spe-
cific requirements for in-cabin
transport, each passenger on
international routes can bring
only one pet into the cabin, and
a limited number of pets are

http://www.bjreview.com
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allowed on each flight.

Passengers applying to carry
pets onboard must prepare and
submit documentation including
the animal’s health certificate,
proof of vaccination, identifica-
tion and entry documents, and
must sign a transport agreement.

According to the airline, the
service is currently available
only in the economy class on
its Beijing-Bangkok round-trip
route, and the company will
consider gradually expanding
the service to more international
and regional routes in the future
based on passenger demand and
operational conditions.

Hainan Airlines has been a
pioneer in in-cabin pet services
since 2018. By November 2024, the
carrier had transported more than
10,000 pets in-cabin across trips
involving 27 major cities in China.

National Park

Conservation

China is advancing national park
eco-environmental conservation
efforts using advanced technolo-
gies and enhanced monitoring,
according to a report on the devel-
opment of national parks released
on August19.

It shows that national parks
are boosting the use of hi-tech
measures, such as real-time
monitoring systems that enable

around-the-clock and compre-
hensive monitoring of wildlife
activities.

In addition, the parks are
implementing monitoring and
early warning mechanisms to
mitigate human-wildlife con-
flicts. Measures include 24-hour
staffing in key areas and pilot
projects for protective equip-
ment, forming a coordinated
system for conflict prevention
and control.

In 2021, China established
the first batch of national parks,
with a protected land area of
230,000 square km.

These parks, namely the
Sanjiangyuan National Park, the
Giant Panda National Park, the
Northeast China Tiger and Leopard
National Park, the Hainan Tropical
Rainforest National Park and the
Wuyishan National Park, are home
to nearly 30 percent of the key ter-
restrial wildlife species found in the

country.

Germ-Warfare

Evidence
New evidence of Unit 731—a
Japanese germ-warfare unit that

operated during World War I—was
unveiled on August 15 in Harbin,
capital of Heilongjiang Province.
The new evidence includes
3,010 pages of archival documents,
194 minutes of video footage, 312

Xunpu Blooms

VNHNIX

Tourists wearing floral garlands pose for selfies in Xunpu Village,
Quanzhou City, Fujian Province, on August 18. Floral garlands are a
signature of the village and were listed as a form of national intangible

cultural heritage in 2008.

photographs, 12 postcards and
eight letters, exposing Japanese
germ-warfare crimes in detail

Jin Chengmin, Curator of
the Exhibition Hall of Evidence of
Crime Committed by Unit 731 of
the Japanese Imperial Army, said
that the latest evidence falls under
three main categories.

The firstis criminal evidence
and historical materials from official
Japanese institutions, including ar-
chival documents—core materials
in the study of the Japanese germ-
warfare forces.

The second is the oral testimo-
ny of members of Unit 731, which
the exhibition hall obtained during

a2018 cross-border evidence
collection trip to Japan. The third
category is historical evidence of
crimes collected from the Japanese
public.

The new evidence and histori-
cal materials reveal further details
of Japan’s germ-warfare system,
and prove once again that the ex-
istence of Unit 731 was a top-down,
premeditated and organized state
arime, Jin said.

August 15 is the 80th anniver-
sary of Japan's announcement of
unconditional surrender in World
War Il and the 40th anniversary of
the establishment of the exhibition
hall

*/
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Tech Carnival

Children play chess against robots at the first Wuzhen Youth Tech
Carnival in Wuzhen, Zhejiang Province, on August 17. Held from
August 15 to 25, the event brought together more than 40,000 young
technology enthusiasts from all over the world.
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Movable Property
Financing

Movable property financing is
gradually becoming a crucial

tool for enterprises, especially
micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises to address financing dif-
ficulties, Zou Lan, Deputy Govermnor
of the People’s Bank of China (PBO),
the central bank, said in an article
made public on August18.

Currently, a significant amount
of movable property resourcesin
China remain idle, with utilization
rates still below interational stan-
dards, according to Zou.

Going forward, efforts should
be made to improve the utilization
of movable property, optimize its
allocation and increase financing
accessibility for micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises.

As of the end of June 2025,
the PBC's unified registration and
publicity system for movable prop-
erty financing had accumulated
152,000 registered users, including
banks, cooperative financial institu-
tions and leasing companies.

From January 2021 to June
2025, the system recorded a total

of 42.235 million registrations, with
an annual average growth rate of
29 percent

The system serves nearly
18 million guarantors, primarily
micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises.

According to 22024 survey
by the Credit Reference Center of
the PBC, the overall scale of China’s
movable property financing mar-
ket is approximately 15 trillion yuan
($21 trillion).

Railway Freight
Growth

The national railway system trans-
ported an accumulated volume of
over 233 billion tons of cargo in the
first seven months of 2025, a year-
on-year increase of 33 percent,
according to China State Railway
Group Co. Ltd. (China Railway), the
national railway operator.

The daily average number
of loaded freight cars reached
183300, up 411 percent from the
same period last year.

During the January-July
period, coal transport reached over
119 billion tons, and the freight

volume for mineral construction
materials and grain rose 136 per-
centand 12.7 percent year on year,
respectively.

Intemational freight also post-
ed a stable performance. A total of
8526 Central Asia freight train trips
were made, a 232-percent increase
from a year ago. The China-Laos
Railway transported over 3.44 mil-
lion tons of cross-border cargo, up
6.4 percent year on year.

The company said its upcom-
ing plans include accelerating the
development of a modem railway
logistics system, deepening market-
oriented reform in railway freight
transportation and increasing the
quality and efficiency of logistics
services.

VAT Data

On August 15, the State Taxation
Administration released value-
added tax (VAT) invoice data for the
period from April 2024 to July.

The data revealed that the
equipment-renewal program and
consumer goods trade-ins have
played an active role in facilitating
industrial upgrading and trans-

formation, boosting consumer
demand and improving economic
circulation.

During the period, the
nationwide enterprise purchases
of machinery equipment increased
7.3 percent year on year.

Purchases of machinery by
industrial enterprises went up 9.8
percent year on year. Purchases
of machinery in the information
transmission and information tech-
nology services sector rose 27.8
percent, while those in the scientific
research and technologjical services
sector grew 283 percent.

During the same period, retail
sales revenue for home appliances
jumped 445 percent year on year,
while retail sales for home audio-
visual equipment saw a 22.8-percent
growth.

Retail sales revenue for fumi-
ture and hygiene-related fixtures
increased 30.1 percentand 13.6
percent year on year, respectively.
Notably, sales revenue for service
robots grew 511 percent

The trade-ins have boosted
China’s auto consumption, with
new-energy vehicle sales surging
81.7 percent.

NUMBERS

Fixed Assets Investment Growth by Sector

Fixed Assets Investment Growth by Region

January-July (% y.0.y.) January-July (% y.0.y.)
20
Primary industry:
Agriculture, forestry
15 and fishery 15
Secondary industry:
Mining, manufacturing,
10 8.9 construction, and 10
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Foreign Exchange

China’s foreign exchange (forex)
market maintained steady
operations in July, reporting
stable market expectations and
cross-border capital flows, the
State Administration of Foreign
Exchange said on August 15.

In July, forex purchases
and sales conducted by banks
rose 12 percent and 16 percent,
respectively, month on month.
The sector registered a forex
settlement surplus of $22.8 bil-
lion, continuing a surplus trend,
according to data released by
the administration.

Cross-border receipts and
payments by non-banking
entities such as enterprises or
individuals remained at histori-
cally high levels that month, with
overall inflows and outflows
broadly balanced, Li Bin, deputy
head of the administration, said.

Net capital inflows from the
trade in goods rose 33 percent
month on month to remain at
a high level, while net outflows
related to investment income
and trade in services increased

7 percent and 34 percent, respec-
tively, mainly due to seasonal
factors such as residents’ over-
seas travel during the summer
and corporate dividend payouts,
Li said.

Li said China’s steady, high-
quality economic development,
along with the increasing
resilience of its forex market,
will continue to provide strong
support for the market’s sound,
stable performance.

Consumer
Spending

China’s consumer spending in
the first seven months of this
year expanded at a solid pace,
with retail sales of consumer
goods growing 4.8 percent year
on year, official data showed on
August 15.

In July alone, retail sales of
consumer goods rose 3.7 percent
from a year earlier to nearly 3.88
trillion yuan ($543.6 billion),
according to the National Bureau
of Statistics (NBS).

The consumer goods trade-
in program continued to drive

growth. Among major retailers,
sales of household appliances
and audio-visual equipment
surged 28.7 percent year on year,
while furniture rose 20.6 percent,
the data showed.

Online retail sales remained
a bright spot, climbing 9.2
percent year on year in the first
seven months. Online sales of
physical goods increased 6.3
percent, making up nearly a
quarter of total retail sales.

Service consumption also
showed stable growth, with
retail sales in the sector rising
5.2 percent year on year in the
first seven months. Retail sales
of travel consulting and rental
services, transportation services,
and cultural, sports and leisure
services all posted double-digit
growth, NBS spokesperson Fu
Linghui told a press conference.

Policy measures have
sustained the expansion of
consumption and fostered new
growth drivers, Fu said, while
warning that uncertainties abroad
and constraints on domestic
consumption capacity still pose
challenges.

Looking ahead, efforts will
be made to further implement
targeted initiatives to boost con-
sumption, cultivate new growth
drivers in services, improve the
consumption environment, and
promote the stable development
of the consumer market, Fu noted.

Central Bank
Support

By the end of June, loans to the
sci-tech, green development,
inclusive finance, elderly care
and digital economy sectors had
respectively increased 12.5 per-
cent, 25.5 percent, 11.5 percent, 43
percent and 11.5 percent, accord-
ing to the PBC’s 2025 second-
quarter monetary policy report,
released on August 15.
Outstanding sci-tech loans
totaled 44.1 trillion yuan ($6
trillion) by the end of June—up
125 percent year on year and 5.8
percentage points higher than
the overall loan growth rate.
Loans granted in the elderly
care and digital economy industries
continued to outpace overall credit
expansion, according to the report.

7
Fixed Assets Investment Growth in China
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ITALY INDONESIA

Riders from the Carabinieri, a military People pose for selfies during the
force with civilian law enforcement country’s 80th Independence Day
duties, perform before the traditional celebration in Jakarta on August 17
horse race Palio di Siena in Siena

on August 16

VAHNIX

ISRAEL

Protestors take partin a rally in Tel Aviv on August 17,
demanding that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu secure
a deal with Hamas to end the Gaza war and release the
remaining hostages
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THIS WEEK

O
MADAGASCAR

Participants at the 45th Ordinary Summit of the Southern
African Development Community Heads of State and
Government in Antananarivo on August 17. The summit
was held to encourage greater industrial capacity,
agricultural modernization and increased integration

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

d Former first lady Kim Keon-hee

i at the Seoul Central District Court
in Seoul on August 12. The court
issued a warrant to detain Kim on

charges of violating the capital mar-

ket act, the political funds act and a

law on the acceptance of bribes for

mediation

UNITED KINGDOM

Buckingham Palace is lit up to
mark the 80th anniversary of the
country’s Victory over Japan Day

in London on August 15
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THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS

0 MOST SPACEWALKS BY A SINGLE TAIKONAUT

Chen Dong, 47, took the title for most spacewalks by a single taikonaut on August
15, completing a 6.5-hour walk outside China’s Tiangong space station.

To date, Chen, currently a member the Shenzhou-20 crew aboard the station,
has completed six rounds of extravehicular activities. In the latest round, Chen and
the two other crew members, assisted by the station’s robotic arm and a ground
control team, completed the installation of debris protection devices and auxiliary
extravehicular facilities, as well as the inspection and maintenance of

external equipment.

Chen, previously an Air Force pilot, became a taikonaut in
2010 and has taken part in three space missions since 2016. The
Shenzhou-20 mission, which began in April, is expected to end in

late October.

Restroom Reform

People’s Daily Overseas Edition
August 18
On August 1, Gansu Province in northwest
China became the country’s first province to
legislate the female-to-male ratio of toilets.
Under a newly adopted regulation on protect-
ing women'’s rights, local public restrooms
should adopt a 3:2 ratio of female-male toi-
lets, and a 2:1 ratio for high-traffic areas.
During peak travel seasons, long queues
outside women’s public restrooms are a
common sight at tourist sites, shopping malls
and railway stations across China. Gansu’s
new regulation aims to address this problem.

“Since the beginning of this year, bilateral
relations between China and India have
entered a steady development track, and

Other places are also experimenting with new
solutions. Shenzhen in Guangdong Province
is testing reversible toilets, which can switch
between men and women’s stalls depend-
ing on crowd numbers. In Chongqing, smart
sensors powered by the Internet of Things
in some public restrooms can automatically
adjust stall ratio in real time.

Besides toilet ratios, other positive
changes can be seen. High-speed trains now
have family-friendly carriages, while some
hospitals have set up nighttime outpatient
clinics. Such seemingly minor tweaks reflect
a broader shift toward a more people-cen-
tered approach in the management of public
services.

the boundary situation has continued to

stabilize and improve.”
Wang Yi, Foreign Minister and China’s Special Representative,

during the 24th Round of Talks Between the Special

= ALY

A BCl-Powered Future

Lifeweek
August 25

In recent years, brain-computer interfaces
(BCIs) have moved swiftly from science
fiction toward reality. By linking the brain’s
electrical signals directly to external devices,
the technology offers paralyzed or speech-im-
paired patients the chance to regain functions
once thought lost. More adventurous minds
are already testing to see if BCIs may one day
restore vision to the blind, or even encode

“The total scale of China’s sports
industry has grown at an average
annual rate of over 10 percentin the

past five years.”

Gao Zhidan, head of the General Administration of Sport

of China, at an August 19 press conference

Representatives of China and India on the Boundary Question in
New Delhi on August 19. The talks produced a 10-point consensus,
reaffirming the importance of maintaining peace and stability in

the countries’ boundary regions
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memory and consciousness itself.

Earlier this year, China launched the
world’s first large-scale clinical study on BCL
Jointly conducted by Shanghai’s Huashan
Hospital and Beijing’s Xuanwu Hospital,
the study aims to test the safety and efficacy
of implanted BClIs, collect real-world data
and create a standardized procedure for BCI
surgeries. Over the past six months, Huashan
Hospital has carried out more than a dozen
BCI implants.

This push for further breakthroughs in
the sector is driven by the rise of a host of
domestic startups focused on BCI research,
many of which trace their roots to the coun-
try’s top universities and research institutes.
Researchers are also probing a third path be-
tween invasive and non-invasive methods. In
October 2023, a team of scientists at Tsinghua
University carried out the first clinical implant
of a semi-invasive BCI device. Hopes are
high that it will become the world’s first BCI
device to receive a medical license.

As with other emerging sciences, the
technology is moving faster than the philoso-
phy. The public is already deeply divided
over the many ethical questions that rise
along with a BCI-powered future. Many are
concerned that brain implants could alter the
nature of human existence and allow manipu-
lation of consciousness. The arguments may
remain unsettled for years. The technology,
meanwhile, races ahead.

“The initiatives are expected to boost
the market value of second-hand
homes, benefiting both homeowners
and prospective buyers by improving
the overall quality of the

housing stock.”

Chen Jie, a professor at Shanghai Jiao Tong University,
commenting on Chinese cities’ ongoing efforts to renovate
older properties in keeping with new, higher standards

http://www.bjreview.com

Life-Saving Stall

Guangzhou Daily
August 13
On weekends and holidays, a curious stall
displaying first-aid kits and cardiopulmonary
resuscitation mannequins regularly appears in
a park in Taihe, a county in Anhui Province.
Its owners, Wu Lei and Liu Jing—a hospi-
tal administrator and an emergency room
nurse—have run their first-aid stall for more
than eight years, teaching lifesaving skills to
passersby.

The need is pressing. More than half
a million Chinese die each year from

0 U.S. SINGER WINS SECOND PLACE IN POPULAR CHINESE TV SHOW

sudden cardiac arrest. In the “golden 4-minute
window,” which offers the best chance of
survival without permanent damage, ambu-
lances rarely arrive fast enough, and untrained
bystanders can do little but watch life slip
away.

By rough count, more than 20 people
have been saved by people who have learned
first-aid skills at Wu and Liu’s stall. Similar
first-aid stalls have appeared in many other
places, run by doctors, ex-soldiers and others
with emergency skills; some even stream live
lessons online. As more people learn to per-
form first aid, many of the tragedies that now
seem unavoidable can be prevented.

Country music singer Mickey Guyton won second place in the live final of
Chinese singing competition Singer 2025 on August 8 with a song titled Better

Than You Left Me.

“This is a massive opportunity for artists in America,” Guyton told news web-
site China.org.cn in an earlier interview. “The audiences here are so vast, and the
musical tastes are so diverse. It’s life-changing.”

Born in Texas in 1983, Guyton rose to prominence for breaking racial bound-

aries in country music. She became the first Black woman to

Grammys.

be nominated for best country solo performance at the 2021

Singer 2025 is the latest season of a hit TV show since 2013,
co-produced by broadcaster Hunan TV and streaming platform
Mango TV in Changsha, Hunan Province. This year, international
finalists outnumbered their Chinese rivals for the first time.

“The movie puts contemporary themes
onto nameless minor yaoguais (monsters)
that the original work never developed,
ultimately crafting a new story with

modern relevance.”
Chen Liaoyu, producer of Nobody, an animated movie that has

gone viral with itsinnovative interpretation of Chinese classic
novel Journey to the West
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