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China’s Al Blueprint

China has outlined a three-step timeline
for its AI development in a recently is-
sued Central Government guideline:
By 2027, the penetration rate of Al
technology should reach 70 percent,
with the core industries of the intelligent
economy expanding rapidly; by 2030,
the penetration rate should surpass 90
percent, making Al a central growth
engine of the economy; and by 2035,
China should have entered a mature
stage of intelligent economic and social
development.

The guideline, released on August
26 with a focus on deepening the imple-
mentation of the Al Plus initiative, also
identifies six priority areas for integrated
Al development: science and technol-
ogy, industry, consumption, public
welfare, governance and global coop-
eration.

The impact of Al on economic
development, social progress and
the international political and eco-
nomic landscape is evolving rapidly.
Strengthening the implementation of
the AI Plus initiative and promoting
the deep integration of Al with the
economy and society are now not only
urgent tasks we face today, but must
also become a strategic priority for long-
term development. History has taught

us that every technological revolution
will bring about an exponential leap in
productivity and drive profound evolu-
tions in social structure. Al is the latest
of these epoch-making, revolutionary
technologies.

The Al Plus initiative aims to seize
the opportunities presented by Al and
ensure they are channeled into satisfy-
ing people’s needs for a better quality
of life. It will do so by promoting the in-
depth application of Al to people’s daily
life, including in the healthcare, educa-
tion, transportation and elderly care
sectors.

To achieve these goals, the guide-
line proposed strengthening eight basic
supporting capabilities: basic model
performance, data supply innovation,
computing power management, ap-
plication development environment,
prosperity of the open source ecosys-
tem, talent team building, regulatory
frameworks and security measures.

The essence of China’s Al blueprint
is to define Al as a new generation of
“civilizational infrastructure.” Its goal is
to build symbiosis and balance between
Al and technologies, organizations and
society, ensuring its development ad-
heres to the principle of “technology for
good.” BR
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ROUND, ROUND, THEY GO!

Locals sail around an island while circling Lugu Lake by boat in Yanyuan County, Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture in Sichuan
Province, on September 16, the first Mountain and Lake Circling Festival in Liangshan.

Mountain and lake circling is an important folk custom of the Mosuo people residing near Lugu Lake. To honor this
tradition, the prefecture has designated the 25th day of the seventh lunar month as the Mountain and Lake Circling Festival, granting
residents of the Yanyuan and Muli counties a one-day holiday beginning this year.
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Awe-Inspiring Aviation

A preview of the 2025 aviation open-day activities of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army Air Force and the
Changchun Air Show in Changchun, Jilin Province, on September 16. The aviation open-day activities were

officially held on September19.

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
Macao Bridge

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge had facilitated over 90 mil-
lion passenger trips and handled
over 18.68 million vehicles since

its inauguration in October 2018,
according to the bridge’s border
inspection station on September 16.

The crossing has drastically
reduced travel time between Hong
Kong Special Administrative
Region and Zhuhai in Guangdong
Province from three hours to just
30 minutes.

The bridge has experienced
robust growth in traffic, with pas-
senger volume reaching 27 million
in 2024. This year has already
seen 212 million passengers, a
19-percent year-on-year increase.
Moreover, annual trips are pro-
jected to surpass 30 million for the
first time by year-end.

The expansion of individual
travel plans from the Chinese
mainland to Hong Kong and
Macao special administrative
regions has significantly boosted

4 BEIJING REVIEW SEPTEMBER 25, 2025

tourism across the bridge. Since the
beginning of 2025, more than 9.01
million mainland residents have
used the bridge for travel.

Trips by Hong Kong and
Macao residents have already
exceeded 12.7 million. Full-year
projections estimate over 18 million
trips.

Air Quality
Beijing on September 12 released
the resuilts of the fourth-round
PM2.5 source analysis, which
showed an increase in the contribu-
tion of regional transport.

PM2.5, or particulate matter
with a diameter of 2.5 microns
or less, is often referred to as fine
particulate matter or soot

Unveiled at a Beijing forum
on clean air and climate action,
this round of analysis was con-
ducted by the Beijing Municipal
Ecology and Environment
Bureau, the Beijing Municipal
Ecological and Environmental
Monitoring Center, Tsinghua
University, Peking University, and

several other partner institutions.

Shen Xiu'e, head of the
Beijing Municipal Ecological
and Environmental Monitoring
Center, noted that Beijing’s air
quality has continued to see
improvements thanks to years of
efforts.

According to the analysis
results, while both regional
and local areas have achieved
significant emission reductions,
the relative contribution of PM2.5
sources in Beijing has changed,
with regional transport now
accounting for 57 percent of the
total, while local emissions mak-
ing up 43 percent.

Compared with 2020, the
proportion of regional transport
has increased by more than 10
percent. In terms of local sources,
mobile sources and residential
emissions now account for a
larger share compared to 2020.

Since 2013, the Beijing
Municipal Ecology and
Environment Bureau has con-
ducted four rounds of PM2.5
source analysis studies, with the

findings of the first three rounds
released in 2014, 2018 and 2021,
respectively. The results of each
study have helped identify key
focus areas for Beijing’s air pollu-
tion control at different stages,
supporting the continuous im-
provements of its air quality.

Green Travel

The total number of registered
new-energy public buses in
China had reached about
544,000 units by the end of
2024, accounting for 82.7 per-
cent of all urban public buses in
the country, a transport official
said on September 12.

Li Yang, Vice Minister of
Transport, made the remarks
at a green transport promo-
tional event in Jinan, capital
of Shandong Province in east
China.

As of late 2024, the total
length of urban public bus lines
in operation had reached 1.75
million km, and the total mileage
of urban rail transit in operation
had reached approximately
11,000 km, ranking first world-
wide, Li said.

Li said that at present, over
200 million people across
the country are opting to use
green travel methods on a daily
basis. Among them, 100 million
people commute by rail transit,
100 million people take public
buses and 24 million people
choose to ride shared bikes.

Li also called on local au-
thorities to further improve urban
public transportation services
and create an environment that is
more conducive to green travel

Child Health

The rates of overweight and
obesity among Chinese children
under the age of 6 decreased
from 10.4 percent five years

ago to the current 9.7 percent,
head of the National Health

http://www.bjreview.com
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Commission (NHS) Lei Haichao
said on September 11.

The incidence rate of macro-
somia, or large-for-gestational-
age infants, has dropped for five
consecutive years during the 14th
Five-Year Plan period (2021-25),
Lei told a press conference.

The nutritional status of
children in China has continued
to improve, with the stunting rate
among children under 6 years
old nationwide dropping to 4.5
percent and the underweight

rate decreasing to 1.4 percent, Lei
added.

Medical Care
Progress

China has risen to the world’s
second place in terms of

new drug development, with
domestic drugs under research
accounting for over a fifth of the
global total, a health official said
on September 11.

In recent years, a series of
innovative medicines developed
by China—including some
anti-cancer drugs—have been
approved for market launch,
filling gaps in the country’s port-
folio of homegrown treatments,
said Guo Yanhong, deputy head
of the NHS.

At a press conference on
China’s healthcare progress
from 2021 to 2025, the official

also highlighted the country’s
advances in high-end medical
device development.

Breakthroughs include a
homegrown photon-counting CT
scanner with up to triple the reso-
Lution of traditional machines,
faster scans and lower radiation
exposure. Domestically devel-
oped orthopedic and soft-tissue
surgical robots are improving
precision and reducing trauma,
while ECMO machines, artificial
hearts, and proton and heavy-
ion therapy systems have also
been independently developed
and deployed in hospitals.

Engraved Stone

China’s National Cultural
Heritage Administration an-
nounced on September 15 that
an engraved stone, discovered
on the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau,
is the only known Qin Dynasty
(221-207 B.C)) engraved stone
still preserved at its original site
and the one located at the high-
est altitude during the historic
period.

The stone is situated on the
northem shore of Gyaring Lake in
Maduo County, Qinghai Province,
atan altitude of about 4300
meters.

The finding is of considerable
historical, artistic and scientific value,
according to the administration.

SurinSaIes

Clients negotiate with a sports product dealer at Yiwu Intemational Trade
City in Yiwu, Zhejiang Province, on September 15. Dubbed “the world’s
supermarket,” Yiwu has recently witnessed a surge in orders for sports
products, driven by major sporting events including the 2026 FIFA

World Cup.

National Nature

Reserve

The National Forestry and
Grassland Administration has re-
leased the details of the Huangyan
Dao National Nature Reserve ac-
cording to the country’s regulations
on nature reserves.

The official website of China’s
Central Govemment on
September 10 posted the State
Coundil’s approval of the Ministry
of Natural Resources’ request for
the establishment of the Huangyan
Dao National Nature Reserve,

agreeing to the establishment of
the nature reserve.

The Huangyan Dao National
Nature Reserve is located in China’s
southemmost island ity of Sansha,
Hainan Province, covering an area
of 352367 hectares.

Its primary conservation
focus is the coral reef ecosystem,
according to a statement from the
administration.

The establishment of the nature
reserve is an important guarantee
for maintaining the diversity, stabil-
ity and sustainability of Huangyan
Dao's ecosystem, as stated in the
State Council’'s approval document.

VNHNIX
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The Joys of Travel

Foreign tourists take photos at the Panlong Lake scenic area in Yuanshi
County of Shijiazhuang, Hebei Province, on September14. The 2025
Shijiazhuang Intemnational Traveler Joy Season kicked off there the
previous day. The event invited guests from over 30 countries and regions

to explore Shijiazhuang.
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Service Consumption

Nine government depart-
ments, including the Ministry of
Commerce (MOFCOM), jointly
issued a package of measures to
augment service consumption
on September 16. Comprising 19
items across five areas, they are
part of broader efforts to spur
domestic demand and unleash
consumption potential

To advance high-level open-
ing up in the services sector, China
will promote the orderly opening
up of areas such as the Internet
and culture—while expanding
pilot programs in telecommuni-
cations, healthcare and education.

The country will encourage
the introduction of intemational
sports events and ease market
access in the high-end medical
services, leisure and vacation sec-
tors. Also, restrictive measures will
be further reduced to attract more
foreign investment and private
capital.

Meanwhile, steps will be taken
to encourage mMore overseas
visitors to spend money in China.
The country will expand unilateral
visa waivers in an orderly man-

ner to include more countries,
improve regional visa-free entry
policies, optimize visa policies for
foreigners—and facilitate their
communication, accommodation
and payment options in China.
The country will also issue five-
year multiple-entry visas to more
eligible persons.

In addition, China will step up
credit support for consumption
and offer financial subsidies
regarding loan interest to service
providers in areas closely related
to people’s daily lives—to lower
their financing costs.

Consumer Spending

China’s consumer spending in
the first eight months of this year
expanded at a solid pace, with
retail sales of consumer goods
growing 4.6 percent year on
year to 3239 trillion yuan ($4.6
trillion), official data showed on
September 15.

In August alone, retail sales
of consumer goods rose 3.4 per-
cent from a year earlier to nearly
3.97 trillion yuan ($558 billion),
according to the National Bureau
of Statistics (NBS).

Online retail sales climbed
9.6 percent year on year to 9.98
trillion yuan ($1.4 trillion) in the
first eight months, the NBS data
showed.

From January to August,
retail sales of consumer goods in
urban areas reached 28111 trillion
yuan ($4 trillion), up 4.6 percent
year on year, while retail sales in
rural areas amounted to nearly
4.29 trillion yuan ($603 billion),
an increase of 4.7 percent year
on year.

Sales of physical goods
online increased 6.4 percent to
nearly 8.1 trillion yuan ($1 tril-
lion), accounting for a quarter
of total retail sales.

Among them, sales of food,
clothing and daily necessi-
ties increased 15 percent, 2.4
percent and 5.7 percent, respec-
tively, according to the NBS.

The consumer price index
(CPI), a main gauge of inflation,
was down 0.4 percent year on
year in August, while the core
CPI, which excludes food and
energy prices, rose 0.9 percent,
quickening from July’s 0.8-per-
cent increase. August was the

fourth consecutive month of
broadened gains in the core
CPIL.

Auto Sales

The authorities have unveiled a
two-year work plan to stabilize
auto sector growth, targeting
sales of approximately 32.3 mil-
lion vehicles in 2025, up around
3 percent year on year.

The plan, jointly issued by
eight government departments,
including the Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology,
projects sales of new-energy
vehicles (NEVs) to hit around
155 million units in 2025, a year-
on-year increase of around 20
percent.

Other targets include steady
growth in auto exports and
a 6-percent rise in the added
value of the auto manufacturing
industry in 2025. By 2026, the
industry is projected to sustain
robust growth, with enhanced
efficiency, quality and scale.

The plan outlines over
60 measures across four key
areas, which include stimulating
domestic demand, strengthening

NUMBERS
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supply chains, optimizing the
business environment, as well
as deepening opening up and
cooperation.

On the demand side, the
plan outlines measures to accel-
erate NEV market expansion and
advance intelligent connected
vehicle technologies. It specifies
that over 700,000 additional
NEVs will be deployed in sectors
including public transport, taxis
and logistics in 25 pilot cities.

The supply-side initiatives
target technological innovation
to drive consumer demand and
standard upgrades to improve
product quality. The plan focuses
on breakthroughs in automotive
chips, operating systems, Al and
solid-state batteries.

To optimize the industrial
ecosystem and strengthen global
cooperation, the plan stresses cost
surveys and price monitoring,
product consistency checks, timely
payments by major automakers,
and orderly overseas expansion.

Digital Trade

China will further expand open-
ing up in digital trade-related

sectors such as telecommunica-
tions, the Internet and culture,
Vice Minister of Commerce
Sheng Qiuping said on
September11.

China will encourage foreign
investors to increase investment
in the digital sector and improve
the convenience of investment
and operations for foreign-
invested enterprises engaged in
digital trade, Sheng told a press
conference.

The country will promote
the orderly cross-border flow
of data, accelerate the formula-
tion of standards related to
digital trade, and advance the
international alignment of these
standards, Sheng said, adding
that China will also implement
its negative list for cross-border
services trade and continuously
raise the level of opening up in
digital trade.

In building digital trade
platforms, China will establish
national demonstration zones
for digital trade, and build
clusters that feature higher-
level opening up, institutional
innovations, a sound business

environment and strong spill-
over effects.

In addition, China will
nurture leading digital trade en-
terprises with strong innovation
capacity and global competi-
tiveness, and support them in
expanding global markets,
as well as foster small and medi-
um-sized firms that are highly
internationalized and possess
unique competitive advantages,
said Sheng.

China will play a construc-
tive role in discussions regarding
digital trade rules under the
frameworks of the World Trade
Organization, the Group of
20 (G20) and the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC),
and work to safeguard and
improve the multilateral gov-
ernance system for the digital
economy, Sheng noted.

R&D Intensity

The 500 largest enterprises in
China posted steady increases

in spending on research and
development (R&D) last year,
with average R&D intensity rising
for an eighth consecutive year,

according to a 2025 enterprise-
ranking report published by
China Enterprise Confederation
and China Enterprise Directors
Association on September 15.

For an enterprise, R&D inten-
sity is the ratio of a firm’s R&D
investment to its revenue.

According to the annual
List of the top 500 Chinese enter-
prises, the average R&D intensity
of ranked companies hit a record
high of 1.95 percent in 2024.

The list was drawn based on
enterprises’ 2024 operating rev-
enues, with the entry threshold
for last year’s ranking at 47.96
billion yuan ($6.75 billion)—
an increase of 579 million yuan
($81.66 million) compared to the
previous year.

Among the top 500 Chinese
enterprises, 267 reported
operating revenues exceeding
100 billion yuan ($14 billion),
accounting for 53.4 percent of
companies on the list.

The combined operating rev-
enues of these listed companies
totaled 110.15 trillion yuan ($15.53
trillion) in 2024, maintaining an
established growth trend.

7
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UNITED KINGDOM

Police control the perimeter of a crowd
in London on September 13. Protesters
joined the anti-immigration rally “United
the Kingdom,” which led to substantial
police presence and violent clashes.
Multiple arrests were made

SWITZERLAND

The launch of the 2025 edition of the
World Trade Report at the World Trade
Organization WTO) headquarters
in Geneva on September 17. The WTO
said the use of Al may boost global trade
by nearly 40 percent by 2040

JAMAICA

Andrew Holness (right) receives the Instrument of
Appointment to Office of Prime Minister from Governor
General Patrick Allen during his swearing-in ceremony
in Kingston on September 16

8 BEIJING REVIEW SEPTEMBER 25, 202 http://www.bjreview.com
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ECUADOR

Armed forces and national police maintain order on a
road in Quito on September 16. President Daniel Noboa
declared a 60-day state of emergency in seven provinces
on that day, citing “serious internal unrest” after transport
unions went on strike over raised diesel prices

JAPAN

Armand Duplantis of Sweden
competes during the men’s pole
vault final at the 2025 World
Athletics Championships in Tokyo
on September 15. He secured the
gold at 6.15 meters, breaking
the pole vault world record for
the 14th time

@
MEXICO

The national flag is unfurled at an

il Independence Day military parade
L b = in Zocalo Square, Mexico City,
— & = on September 16

http://www.bjreview.com
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0 NEW HEAD OF THE NATIONAL ETHNIC AFFAIRS COMMISSION

Senior official Chen Ruifeng has recently been appointed head of the National
Ethnic Affairs Commission, an agency tasked with coordinating relations between
China’s ethnic groups and promoting solidarity among them.

Chen, 59, has held several posts including secretary of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) committees of Suizhou, Hubei Province, and Xining, Qinghai
Province. Before this latest appointment, he was deputy head of the
United Front Work Department of the CPC Central Committee and

head of the National Religious Affairs Administration. Chen is an
alternate member of the incumbent 20th CPC Central Committee.

There are 56 ethnic groups in China with the Han people
making up 91 percent of the total population. The other 55 ethnic
groups are collectively known as ethnic minorities.

Drawing a Line in the
Street

Yangcheng Evening News
September 16
Recently, a traffic ruling in Shanghai sparked
much public debate. A female cyclist,
crossing a busy street outside a designated
crosswalk, collided with a car that was pro-
ceeding properly. After investigation, traffic
police held the cyclist fully responsible.
‘When her family contested the decision,
arguing that “the driver should always bear
some responsibility,” the officer firmly rebut-
ted, “If everyone thought that way, how could
drivers ever drive safely?” This decisive rul-
ing and principled response won widespread
praise online.

“Thereal history is far more brutal

than what the film can depict.”

Jin Chengmin, Curator of the Exhibition Hall of

Evidence of Crimes Committed by Unit 731 of the

Japanese Imperial Army, at the premiere of Evil
Unbound, a film that exposes the notorious Japanese

World War Il germ warfare unit’s atrocities, in Harbin,
Heilongjiang Province, on September 17

10 BEUING REVIEW SEPTEMBER 25, 2025

Chinese traffic enforcement has often as-
signed drivers partial blame—even when not
at fault—to appease non-motorists, who are
traditionally perceived as the “weaker” party.
‘While perhaps well-intentioned, such rulings
have blurred legal boundaries, undermined
the rule of law, and perpetuated the danger-
ous misconception that vulnerability equates
to innocence.

In this case, authorities correctly ap-
plied the “fault principle” as defined by
China’s Road Traffic Safety Law, which
assigns liability to the party whose illegal
action directly causes an accident. The
overwhelming public support for this rul-
ing underscores a deep public trust in fair
and impartial enforcement. Authorities
should leverage this consensus as a cata-
lyst for advanced traffic governance.

TR E R Rl e

chE gl

Educating Pioneers, Not
Pupils

China Newsweek
September 15

This fall semester, a new class of research-
oriented Chinese universities, including
Fuyao University of Technology, Greater
Bay University and Shenzhen University
of Advanced Technology, have become
the undeniable “stars” of higher educa-
tion. Fuyao University of Technology in
Fuzhou, Fujian Province, for example,
was initiated by Cao Dewang, Chairman

“We urge Israel to listen to the strong
concerns voiced by the international
community, stop its military operations
in Gaza at once, realize a full and lasting
ceasefire as soon as possible, and avoid an
even larger humanitarian crisis.”
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian, commenting on the

Israeli military’s recent offensive on Gaza City, at a press briefing

on September 17

http://www.bjreview.com
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of auto glass giant Fuyao Group, with a
founding donation of 10 billion yuan ($1.4
billion).

Characterized by high starting stan-
dards, small yet elite scales, a sharp
research focus and an international out-
look, these institutions have rapidly risen
to rival China’s most prestigious schools
in admission scores. Their most distinctive
feature is the dissolution of boundaries
between industry, academia and re-
search, which enables a reimagining of
how knowledge is produced and talent is
cultivated.

At these new universities, students
enjoy the freedom to choose their majors,
experience interdisciplinary learning by
rotating through different laboratories and
engage directly with society’s most press-
ing challenges.

The rise of these innovative institutions
reflects higher education’s urgent adapta-
tion to a new technological revolution.
Their emergence forces us to ask some key
questions: How can we free students from
meaningless competition? How can we
move beyond raising merely obedient high-
achievers? And, most importantly, how can
we nurture open, innovative thinkers with
the resilience and courage not just to adapt
to the future, but to lead it?

“City walls carry powerful symbolism. They were

Dorms to DMs

China Youth Daily
September 12
As members of the post-2000 generation
become the dominant cohort on college
campuses, traditional social networks—dor-
mitories, classes and clubs—are increasingly
giving way to digital interactions. These
students are often found studying alone in
libraries or behind computer screens, greatly
reducing face-to-face encounters. Social me-
dia “likes” and comments now replace casual
greetings, while trending topics on micro-
blogging platform Weibo and discussions
on the popular Zhihu app serve as primary
conversational material.

Largely raised as only children in smaller

families, many have long enjoyed intensive
parental attention and were often shielded
from social challenges outside the home.
While they may socialize effortlessly in fa-
miliar settings, they can experience anxiety
or reluctance in unfamiliar environments that
demand active engagement.

The digital era, characterized by
ubiquitous smartphones and tablets, al-
lows them to fulfill social needs without
the pressure of in-person encounters.
Nonetheless, mutual respect and deep
connections remain essential for linking
individual identity to the wider society. As
real-life contexts evolve, so must our ways
of interacting. The goal of this adaptation
should not be to isolate individuals but to
find new ways to enrich their social lives.

0 HONG KONG VOLUNTEER AWARDED FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE MEDAL

Walter Leung Wai-yin, a medical volunteer with the Hong Kong Red Cross (HKRC),
received the Florence Nightingale Medal, one of the highest international distinctions for
nursing professionals, at a ceremony in Beijing on September 12. Vice President Han
Zheng, who is also honorary president of the Red Cross Society of China, presented the

medal to the seven Chinese recipients this year.

Leung, 66, has over four decades of nursing experience. During his
tenure in public hospitals, he focused on the Department of Acute and

Rehabilitative Medicine and Geriatrics. In 2008, before retiring, Leung
joined the HKRC as an overseas emergency health service volunteer. He
has since devoted his clinical experience to global humanitarian missions.
He has taken part in relief operations in many areas such as West Aftica,

Syria and the Gaza Strip.

once military structures, but today they embody

public spirit and peace.”

Marco Trisciuoglio, a professor at the Italian Polytechnic University of
Turin, commenting on an ongoing China-Italy joint program to revive the
ancient city wall in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province

http://www.bjreview.com

“Designis not justajob. It's

what | love.”

Qiu Xin, a designer with hearing and speech
disabilities at ESP ChinaInc., a guitar maker
with an unusual workforce in Harbin,
telling Xinhua News Agency in a recent

writteninterview
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