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The Global Leaders’ Meeting on Women 
took place in Beijing on October 13-14, 
themed One Shared Future: New and 
Accelerated Process for Women’s All-
Round Development. Chinese President 
Xi Jinping attended the opening ceremony 
and delivered a keynote speech, putting 
forward several proposals to advance the 
development of women worldwide.

The high-level meeting gathered 
heads of state and government, parlia-
mentary leaders, ministerial officials, 
as well as heads of international orga-
nizations, alongside other distinguished 
representatives from the global com-
munity. Thirty years after it hosted the 
Fourth World Conference on Women, the 
1995 event that established the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action as 
the global agenda for gender equality, the 
international community returned to the 
Chinese capital. 

The mid-October gathering once 
again proved a milestone. The conver-
gence of international representatives 
fostered essential dialogue on pressing 
challenges, paving the way for strength-
ened cooperation that will accelerate 
progress toward gender equality and 
improve women’s standing in societies 
worldwide.

China’s role as host of the Global 
Leaders’ Meeting on Women underscores 

its demonstrable advances in gender equal-
ity. The trajectory of Chinese women 
over the past 30 years is one of profound 
transformation, with their influence rising 
in politics, the economy, technology and 
well beyond. This ascent is powered by a 
generation of outstanding women.

Take the example of Tu Youyou, 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 2015, who 
achieved a monumental breakthrough 
in 20th-century tropical medicine with 
her discovery of artemisinin and dihy-
droartemisinin. Her work provided the 
world with a powerful cure for malaria, 
saving millions of lives. Meanwhile, Liu 
Yang cemented her place in history as 
China’s first female astronaut. She has 
not only completed two spaceflights but 
also ignited the imagination of a new gen-
eration when she delivered lessons from 
China’s space station to young students 
on Earth from the “Tiangong classroom.”

According to United Nations reports, 
over 600 million women and girls today 
live in conflict zones, 2 billion lack social 
security and nearly one in 10 endures 
extreme poverty. These figures signal that 
hard-won gains are in danger of reversal. 
Achieving global gender equality is far 
from a “mission accomplished”; it de-
mands urgent collaboration, accelerated 
action and sustained commitment from 
all sectors. BR

The World for Women
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HOMECOMING!
Selected excerpts of the Zidanku Silk Manuscripts are on display at the Hunan Museum in Changsha, capital of Hunan Province, on 
October 13. 

The second and third volumes of the Zidanku Silk Manuscripts—precious cultural artifacts dating back to the Warring States 
Period (475-221 B.C.)—were officially repatriated and returned to Hunan Province on October 13 through cooperation between 
Chinese and U.S. cultural institutions, 79 years after they were smuggled out of the country. They will be permanently archived at 
the Hunan Museum.

These manuscripts, discovered in a tomb at Changsha’s Zidanku site in 1942, are the world’s earliest silk texts and the oldest  
surviving classical Chinese book.
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areas and tackling rural charging 
infrastructure shortages, according 
to the plan.

The plan also emphasizes 
improving charging infrastructure 
in residential areas and scaling up 
private charging facilities.

China has witnessed robust 
growth in EV charging infrastruc-
ture in recent years, mirroring the 
steady expansion of the country’s 
new-energy vehicle market. As of 
late August, the total number of EV 
charging facilities stood at nearly 
17.35 million units, up 53.5 percent 
from a year earlier.

Air Travel Milestones 
Beijing is targeting ambitious 
milestones for its two major 
airports, namely, Beijing Capital 
International Airport and Beijing 
Daxing International Airport, and is 
seeking to achieve these milestones 
by 2030, local authorities said.

By 2030, combined passenger 
throughput of these two airports 
is projected to exceed 160 million, 
while their total freight and mail 

Mobile and China Unicom—have 
officially launched eSIM phone 
services nationwide, Xinhua News 
Agency reported on October 14.

The eSIM phone service inte-
grates the functions of a physical 
SIM card into a phone’s built-in 
chip. Without inserting a physical 
SIM card, users of eSIM-enabled 
phones can have their mobile 
numbers remotely downloaded 
and written into the phone’s eSIM 
chip. ESIM phones offer the same 
functions as traditional SIM card 
phones, including voice calls, 
mobile data and text messaging 
services.

According to China Telecom, 
eSIM phone services are now 
available nationwide. Consumers 
can activate the services at physical 
stores.

China Mobile said it will offer 
eSIM services to a full suite of 
products, covering not only smart-
phones but also smartwatches, 
tablets and in-vehicle devices.

Tap to Travel
The metro system in 
Guangzhou, capital of 
Guangdong Province, began 
accepting contactless payments 
with major international bank 
cards, including Mastercard, 
American Express, Visa and 
JCB, on October 12.

The service allows pas-
sengers to tap their overseas-
issued cards, as well as 
domestically issued Mastercard 
and American Express cards 
with contactless payment and 
RMB transaction capabilities, 
on designated fare gates for 
quick access at all stations. This 
eliminates the need to purchase 
tickets or download apps in ad-
vance, according to the subway 
operator, Guangzhou Metro.

The upgrade aims to en-
hance the travel experience for 
foreign visitors.

throughput is set to surpass 2.5 
million tons.

Lai Xianyu, Deputy Director of 
the Beijing Municipal Development 
and Reform Commission, said 
during a press conference held 
on October 14 that over the next 
five years, efforts will be intensified 
to enhance connectivity between 
these two airports and major global 
aviation hubs, important capital 
cities and partner countries of the 
Belt and Road Initiative, a China-
proposed strategy to enhance 
connectivity along and beyond the 
ancient Silk Road routes. 

Currently, these two airports 
offer routes to over 120 destinations 
in 64 countries and regions, lead-
ing the country in terms of breadth 
of route coverage.

In 2024, the combined air 
passenger throughput of these two 
airports had reached 117 million, a 
new record.

ESIM Phone Services 
China’s three major telecom 
operators—China Telecom, China 
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First Flakes 
A red and white scenery after a bout of snowfall in Suihua City, Heilongjiang Province in northeast China, on October 15. 

EV Charging  
Infrastructure
China unveiled a three-year action 
plan on October 15 to improve 
its electric vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure, as part of its broader 
efforts to boost consumer confi-
dence and accelerate EV adoption 
nationwide.

The plan, jointly issued by the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission and other govern-
ment agencies, sets out measures 
to expand charging network cover-
age, enhance operational efficiency 
and service quality, while fostering 
industry innovation.

By the end of 2027, China aims 
to establish a nationwide network 
of 28 million charging facilities, 
with public charging capacity 
surpassing 300 million kilowatts—
sufficient to meet the charging 
demand of more than 80 million 
EVs, as outlined in the plan.

Key measures include upgrad-
ing urban fast-charging networks, 
expediting charging facility 
upgrades in expressway service 
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Spring and Autumn 
Holidays
Zhejiang Province in east China has 
rolled out spring and autumn holi-
days for primary and secondary 
schools. This is the first time such 
a system has been implemented 
across an entire province in China.

The provincial education depart-
ment confirmed on October 11 that all 
11 cities in Zhejiang had issued official 
documents to enforce the policy.

The spring and autumn holi-
days are short breaks introduced 
during the spring and autumn se-
mesters, distinct from the traditional 
summer and winter vacations.

The provincial capital of 
Hangzhou initiated a trial in 2004, 
and the program has since been 
refined with flexible scheduling.

The implementation involves 
collaboration among a dozen 
departments and allows for cus-
tomized plans based on regional 
and academic differences, accord-
ing to an official from the province’s 
education department.

Simplified  
Marriage Registry
Over 263,000 Chinese couples 
have benefited from the coun-
try’s simplified marriage registry 
rules since they took effect on 
May 10 this year, the Ministry of 
Civil Affairs said on October 10.
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Moving Modes 
Merchants interact with a humanoid robot at the Global Digital Trade 
Center in Yiwu, Zhejiang Province, on October 14. The center, a landmark 
project in the construction of the sixth generation market in Yiwu, opened 
that day. Yiwu is leaping from traditional trade mode to digital trade mode. 

The new rules allow couples 
in the country to register their 
marriage at any eligible registry 
office nationwide, regardless 
of their household registration 
location.

Additionally, couples now 
only need to present their 
identification cards to get 
registered, eliminating the long-
time requirement for household 
registration books.

Lu Zhiyuan, Minister of Civil 
Affairs, told a press conference 
that the reform of marriage 
customs continues to deepen 
in China, with positive changes 
taking shape at a faster pace.

Improved Welfare
Over the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-
25) period, welfare for children and 
seniors in China has seen substantial 
improvements, Minister of Civil Affairs 
Lu Zhiyuan said on October 10.

During this period, a compre-
hensive protection and care system 
for children in need was established, 
covering de facto unattended chil-
dren, “left-behind” children whose 
parents work far from home, and 
migrant children, all of whom are 
now included within the country’s 
protection and care services, Lu told 
a press conference.

“De facto unattended children” 
are primarily children whose 
parents are both missing, severely 
disabled, critically ill, imprisoned, 

Grains of Knowledge 
Children learn to identify starchy foods under the guidance of a teacher 
at a kindergarten in Lianyungang City, Jiangsu Province, on October 14, 
ahead of World Food Day, which fell on October 16. 
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deported or subject to compulsory 
drug rehabilitation.

Lu said that compared to 
2020, the basic living allowances 
for orphans in welfare institutions, 
orphans living with their families, 
and de facto unattended children 
have increased by 26 percent, 32 
percent and 31 percent, respectively.

During the same period, China 
completed the home renovations 
and redesigns of senior-friendly fa-
cilities for 2.24 million households 
with elderly people facing special 

difficulties, Lu said.
He added that China has es-

tablished 500 model community-
based senior care service networks, 
2,990 model elderly-friendly com-
munities and 86,000 community 
canteens for seniors.

Multiple subsidies and al-
lowances—including those for 
very old people, senior citizens 
experiencing financial hardship 
and seniors with disabilities—have 
benefited over 49.4 million people, 
according to the minister.
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NEV Output and 
Sales 
China’s new-energy vehicle (NEV) 
production jumped 35.2 percent year 
on year to 11.24 million units during 
the first three quarters of 2025, as 
reported by the China Association of 
Automobile Manufacturers (CAAM) 
on October 14.

Sales during the same period 
climbed 34.9 percent year on 
year to nearly 11.23 million units, 
accounting for 46.1 percent of total 
vehicle sales in China, CAAM data 
showed.

According to the data, the 
Chinese auto industry maintained 
robust production and sales dur-
ing the period, driven by trade-in 
programs, local auto shows, and 
intensive new product launches.

Total auto output reached 
24.33 million units in the period, 
or a 13.3-percent year-on-year in-
crease, while sales grew 12.9 percent 
to 24.36 million units.

The data also showed that 
China’s auto exports maintained 
steady growth momentum, with a 
14.8-percent year-on-year increase. 

NEV exports surged 89.4 percent 
year on year to 1.76 million units.

Tax Data 
The State Taxation Administration 
said on October 14 that year-on-year 
growth of quarterly corporate sales 
revenue had reached 2.1 percent, 3.1 
percent and 4.4 percent in the first 
three quarters of 2025, respectively, 
a consistent recovery in business 
performance nationwide.

Economists believe these 
figures reflect the effectiveness 
of the Central Government’s 
counter-cyclical policy measures 
implemented since last September.

“The data confirmed that 
corporate profitability gradually 
improved, consumer vitality con-
tinued to expand and the overall 
economy moved forward on a 
stable and positive path,” said 
Chen Binkai, Vice President of the 
Central University of Finance and 
Economics.

The data also revealed that 
the country’s tax revenue, before 
export rebate deductions, has 
demonstrated positive growth for 

eight consecutive months since 
February, with cumulative gains 
steadily widening. In the second 
and third quarters, tax revenues 
rose 2.6 percent and 6.9 percent 
year on year, respectively.

The administration highlighted 
the strong tax collection achieved 
in the third quarter, particularly 
in September, and attributed this 
robust growth to improving 
economic conditions, a narrowing 
decline in producer prices, and a 
relatively low base in the same 
period last year.

The manufacturing sector 
continued to play a pivotal role, 
accounting for 31 percent of total 
tax revenue and contributing 48 
percent of the overall increase. In 
particular, high-end manufacturing 
grew at a faster pace, signaling 
progress in industrial upgrading.

Among major tax categories, 
domestic value-added tax revenue 
rose 3.2 percent year on year, while 
corporate income tax revenue in-
creased by 4.1 percent, suggesting 
improved business performances.

Foreign Trade
China’s total goods imports and ex-
ports in yuan-denominated terms 
rose to 33.61 trillion yuan ($4.71 
trillion) in the first nine months of 
2025, up 4 percent year on year, 
official data showed on October 13.

The growth rate accelerated 
from an increase of 3.5 percent 
registered in the first eight months 
of the year, according to the 
General Administration of Customs 
of China (GACC).

Goods exports led the overall 
expansion during the period, surg-
ing 7.1 percent year on year to 19.95 
trillion yuan ($2.8 trillion), while 
imports stood at 13.66 trillion yuan 
($1.91 trillion), a slight decrease of 0.2 
percent.

In September alone, China’s 
goods imports and exports in-
creased by 8 percent year on year 
to 4.04 trillion yuan ($567 billion), 
the highest monthly increase so far 
this year.

Since the beginning of 2025, 
China’s foreign trade has sustained 
a steady and positive development 
trend amid a complex external 

NUMBERS 
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environment, said Wang Jun, GACC 
deputy head, at a press conference.

The expansion of China’s 
goods trade has accelerated 
quarter by quarter, with the growth 
rate amounting to 6 percent in the 
third quarter of this year, follow-
ing 1.3-percent and 4.5-percent 
increases in the first and second 
quarters, respectively, Wang said. 
Additionally, Wang highlighted 
that China’s foreign trade market 
has become more diversified.

In the first nine months, China’s 
goods trade with Belt and Road 
partner countries totaled 17.37 tril-
lion yuan ($2.43 trillion), 6.2 percent 
higher than a year earlier, GACC 
data revealed.

The China-proposed Belt and 
Road Initiative boosts connectivity 
along and beyond the ancient Silk 
Road Routes.

Fuel Certification 
System
China has recently launched a 
pilot run of the global sustainable 
transport certification system in 
Beijing, a key step for the country 

in international sustainable fuel 
governance.

The initiative is designed to 
support China’s dual carbon goals 
and bolster its energy security by 
aligning with international maritime 
regulations and leveraging the 
country’s industrial advantages to 
reduce costs. In 2020, China set the 
dual carbon goals of peaking car-
bon dioxide emissions before 2030 
and achieving carbon neutrality 
before 2060.

The pilot run was initiated by 
China Energy Engineering Group 
Co. Ltd. (Energy China) and the 
Global Sustainable Transport 
Innovation and Knowledge Center, 
among others.

A green ammonia project from 
Energy China’s hydrogen subsid-
iary in Songyuan, Jilin Province, 
and a green methanol project 
from Towngas in Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region were the first 
to be included in the certification 
system.

The Songyuan project utilizes 
globally leading technologies to 
overcome the challenge of balanc-
ing renewable energy intermittency 

with the stability required for chemi-
cal production, and it has been 
listed as a national-level green 
technology innovation project.

The Towngas project uses a 
proprietary co-gasification technol-
ogy to produce 100,000 tons of 
green methanol from waste materi-
als annually, with plans in place to 
expand capacity to 300,000 tons 
before 2030.

The certification system pilot 
run will aid in developing sustain-
able fuels into another green 
growth pole for China, and will 
contribute a Chinese solution to 
emission-reduction efforts in the 
global shipping sector, said Zhou 
Xiaoneng, chief economist at 
Energy China.

Cloud Computing 
Standards
The Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology on 
October 9 said that the country 
plans to develop more than 30 
sets of new national and industry 
standards for cloud computing 
by 2027, as the sector has posted 

robust growth in recent years.
The new standards will focus 

on cloud-computing-related 
technology, services, applications, 
management and safety, according 
to a guideline on the standardiza-
tion of the cloud computing sector, 
which was issued by the ministry 
and the National Standardization 
Administration.

Following years of rapid 
development, China has formed 
a substantial cloud computing 
market, which plays a key role in 
empowering industrial upgrades 
and establishing a sound digital 
ecology, the guideline noted.

The new standards are ex-
pected to regulate the definitions of 
technologies, services and applica-
tions related to cloud computing, 
and to standardize requirements for 
the application of cloud computing 
across several industries.

China will also work to enhance 
the consistency of key indicators 
across international and domestic 
standards in the sector, according 
to the guideline.
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China’s CPI Growth by Type
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MEXICO  
Debris covers the land after a landslide 
caused by heavy rain in Huauchinango, 
Puebla State, on October 13. At least 64 
people had died and dozens remained 

missing as of October 16 

BANGLADESH  
Ambulances arrive at the scene after a 
fire broke out at a garment factory and 

a chemical warehouse in Dhaka  
on October 14. At least 16 people  

were killed
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DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S  
REPUBLIC OF KOREA  

A military parade celebrating the 80th anniversary of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea in Pyongyang on October 10 
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POLAND  
A “Chopin Tram” passes through downtown Warsaw on 

October 9. Passengers can enjoy live performances of French 
composer Frédéric Chopin’s music during the ride. The 19th 
International Frédéric Chopin Piano Competition is currently 

underway in Warsaw and concludes on October 23

JAPAN  

A staff member introduces intelligent 
driving technologies to a visitor at the 

Combined Exhibition of Advanced 
Technologies 2025 in Chiba Prefecture 

on October 14
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PALESTINE  

People welcome released  
Palestinian prisoners at the Nasser 

Medical Complex in Khan  
Younis on October 13. Hundreds 

of prisoners were released by  
Israel under a ceasefire and 

prisoner exchange deal reached 
between Israel and Hamas 
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 “The Global Governance Initiative, 

launched by President Xi Jinping, aims 
to support the UN in playing a central 

role in international affairs and advance 
the global governance system in a more 

just and equitable direction.”
Fu Cong, China’s Permanent Representative to the UN, at the 

UN80 Initiative Briefing in New York City on October 15

“China is willing to strengthen high-level 
exchange with France, deepen strategic 

mutual trust and promote comprehensive 
cooperation.”

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, at the 27th China-France 
Strategic Dialogue with Emmanuel Bonne, diplomatic adviser to 

the French President, in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province,  
on October 15

PEOPLE & POINTS

Medog in Motion 
Lifeweek   
October 13
Stretching along the Yarlung Zangbo Grand 
Canyon, the county of Medog sits on the 
southeastern edge of the Qinghai-Xizang 
Plateau. In Tibetan, its name means “hidden 
lotus,” a fitting descriptor for a place long 
veiled by mountains and mystery. Tucked 
away deep in the Himalayas, the Lhoba and 
Monba people have lived there for centuries 
in near-seclusion, maintaining a lifestyle 

 SURVIVOR OF NANJING MASSACRE PASSES AWAY AT 90

Tang Fulong, a survivor of the Nanjing Massacre, passed away on October 9 at the 
age of 90.

The Nanjing Massacre began with the Japanese capture of the city on December 
13, 1937. Over six weeks, Japanese troops killed approximately 300,000 Chinese 
civilians and unarmed soldiers.

Tang and his mother were among the first survivors officially recognized by the 
Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese 
Invaders. In his later years, Tang lived peacefully in Nanjing, 
Jiangsu Province, where he enjoyed gardening and spending time 
with his family.

Tang’s death reduced the number of living registered survivors 
of the Nanjing Massacre to 24, according to the memorial hall.

The Rider’s Right to Refuse
Workers’ Daily 
October 14
Chinese delivery giant Meituan has 
begun testing a new feature that allows 
delivery riders to block customers—a 
move that has stirred widespread debate 
online. Under the trial, riders who ex-
perience abusive behavior can submit 
evidence to the platform. If verified, the 
customer will be blocked for a year, and 
his or her orders will no longer be as-
signed to that rider.

Many delivery workers have wel-
comed the change, calling it a long-

overdue safeguard for their professional 
dignity. Couriers and taxi and ride-hailing 
drivers have also voiced hopes that similar 
protections might extend to them.

In industries such as food delivery and 
ride-hailing, algorithms and user rating 
systems largely favor consumers, leaving 
service providers vulnerable to harsh re-
views and unfair treatment.

By introducing the option to block 
abusive users, Meituan signals a shift 
toward a more balanced model of manage-
ment—one that protects both workers and 
customers. Still, questions remain over 
possible misuse, transparency and how to 
strike the delicate balance between user 
rights and employee entitlement. 
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 “The knowledge, skills and networks we 

are gaining in China are seeds that we 
must plant when we return home.”

Reginald Saria, who produces and exports honey sourced 
from Tanzania’s natural forests, talking to Xinhua News 

Agency during a recent visit to Yiwu, known as “the world’s 
supermarket,” in the city of Jinhua in Zhejiang Province

“We pilot many global technologies 
in China precisely because the speed 

of technological application and 
iteration here is the fastest.” 

Jerome Dorlack, President and CEO of Adient, a global 
leader in automotive seating, while attending the 19th 

Meeting of the Chongqing Mayor’s International Economic 
Advisory Council, held in Chongqing in late September

THIS WEEK

largely insulated from the outside world.
That isolation ended in 2013 with the 

completion of the Bomi-Medog Highway. 
Though only 117 km long, the road took 
nearly half a century to build and, upon its 
completion, ended Medog’s title as “China’s 
last county without a road.” 

The route transformed not only the re-
gion’s physical landscape but also profoundly 
reshaped how local people understood time 
and distance. In the years since, entire villag-
es have relocated from high mountain slopes 
to lower valleys and are being developed 
into destinations for tourism. Residents have 
eagerly embraced these changes. They are 
also working to protect the region’s natural 
beauty and cultural traditions amid the tide of 
rapid development.

Today, Medog stands at the cusp of yet 
another turning point. On July 19, construc-
tion began on a hydropower project in the 
lower reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo River. 
Rising from the world’s deepest canyon, 
this megaproject with an estimated invest-
ment of 1.2 trillion yuan ($165 billion), five 
times that of the Three Gorges Dam, repre-
sents both China’s engineering audacity and 
strategic vision. 

Amid these sweeping changes, Medog’s 
journey remains one of balance between 
progress and preservation.

Stretching the Shopping 
Season
Economic Daily 
October 15
Though it traditionally falls in November, 
Double 11—China’s biggest online shop-
ping festival often likened to Black Friday 
in the United States—has arrived earlier 
than ever this year. Livestreaming service 
provider Kuaishou fired the opening shot 
on October 7; JD.com and Douyin joined 
two days later; Taobao, the country’s big-
gest online shopping site, entered the ring on 
October 15.

The lengthening of the event is, at 
its core, an optimization of the shopping 

experience. It not only helps prevent sys-
tem crashes and other technical glitches 
caused by single-day shopping sprees but 
also allows online merchants to plan product 
launches and sales pushes more strategically.

 The festival is also seeking to reinvent it-
self by returning to its roots. By reintroducing 
straightforward price cuts, platforms hope to 
prove that Double 11 is about genuine sav-
ings rather than marketing gimmicks.

Yet these measures may not be enough to 
prevent the Double 11 shopping craze from 
cooling off. People are complaining that the 
discounts offered are not that enticing, and 
that a longer duration can actually lead to 
consumer fatigue. The rules of the game may 
have been simplified, but only sincerity will 
keep consumers clicking “buy.”

 BEVERAGE HEIRESS STEPS DOWN FROM LEADING ROLE
Zong Fuli, daughter of late Wahaha Group founder Zong Qinghou, resigned on 
September 12 from her roles as legal representative, director and chairwoman of the com-
pany, according to company sources.

The Hangzhou-based beverage maker confirmed on October 10 that her resignation 
had been approved by both its shareholders’ meeting and board of directors.

Founded in 1987, Wahaha has long been one of China’s most well-known domestic 
beverage brands. Zong Fuli took full control of the company in August 
2024, following the passing of her father in February 2024. 

Multiple reports indicate that Zong Fuli resigned mainly because 
the use of the Wahaha trademark was “non-compliant” following 
Zong Qinghou’s death and she decided to establish her own brand 
Waxiaozong.
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