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In 1978, China embarked on a path toward 
greater openness and connectivity with 
the international community, undertaking 
economic reform, promoting two-way 
trade and inviting foreign investment. The 
successful implementation of these first 
changes and those in subsequent stages of 
China’s reform and opening-up process 
has brought China more than 40 years of 
rapid modernization, increasing prosperity 
and closer ties across the world.

Now, as the details of the 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026-30) are being finalized, 
China is preparing to enter a new stage of 
international openness. In its recommenda-
tions for the formulation of the plan, issued 
on October 23, the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of China called for 
the promotion of high-standard opening up 
and the creation of new horizons for mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation. 

Specifically, the recommendations 
advocate the continued expansion of 
opening up at the institutional level, the 
safeguarding of the multilateral trading 
system and the promotion of broader 
international economic flows. The docu-
ment underlines the importance of taking 
the initiative to open China wider, pro-
moting the innovative development of 
trade, creating greater space for two-way 
investment cooperation and pursuing 
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation.

While the traditional model primar-
ily attracted investment and trade through 
preferential policies such as tax incentives, 
institutional opening up emphasizes 
aligning domestic rules and systems with 
global best practice. It focuses on systemic 
reforms in legal frameworks, market ac-
cess and regulatory practices to create a 
fair, transparent and predictable business 
environment. For instance, the recom-
mendations urge greater openness in 
technological innovation, trade in services 
and industrial development. They also call 
for a more liberal renminbi capital account, 
which records the flow of investment and 
asset ownership in and out of China. 

The Central Committee also recom-
mended this greater openness be used as 
a source of momentum to propel China’s 
own reform and development and to con-
tinue promoting common development by 
sharing opportunities with the rest of the 
world. China’s experience demonstrates 
the tremendous value of globalization for 
building economies and improving living 
standards, particularly for countries of the 
Global South. 

Through high-standard opening up, 
continued economic and social develop-
ment, experience sharing and increased 
participation in global governance, China 
aims to defend and promote globalization 
as a path to greater shared prosperity.  BR

New Horizons
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CIRCUS FESTIVAL
Acrobats perform during the opening ceremony of the eighth China International Circus Festival in Hengqin, an island in 
Zhuhai, Guangdong Province, on November 1. The event brought together 18 elite circus troupes from around the world and 
nearly 500 performers.

Since its launch in 2013, the festival has become a key platform for cultural exchange between Chinese and international 
circus performers. 
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in captive breeding, growing the 
population steadily from just six 
pandas in 1983 to over 380 today.

AI Application 
The National Health Commission 
and four other authorities have 
called for the broader application 
of AI in the country’s health sector 
over the coming years, according 
to a document released by all five 
authorities and made public on 
November 4.

By 2030, intelligent diagnosis 
and treatment assistance will be 
universal in basic terms across 
China’s primary-level medical 
institutions, including community 
and village clinics, per a goal set 
out in the document.

Meanwhile, hospitals at or 
above the second grade in China’s 
three-tier hospital system will 
widely adopt AI technologies such 
as intelligent medical-imaging 
diagnosis and clinical decision-
making support technologies.

MIIT and the Ministry of Water 
Resources, emphasizes that water-
saving equipment is a cornerstone 
of the water conservation industry 
and plays a pivotal role in safe-
guarding national water security.

By 2027, China aims to mas-
ter a suite of core technologies 
with independent intellectual 
property rights and commercial-
ize advanced technologies in 
smart water management and 
other related areas.

Simultaneously, a more com-
prehensive system of standards for 
water-saving equipment should be 
established and a group of leading 
enterprises in this field should be 
cultivated.

By 2030, China aims to 
become a global leader in water-
saving equipment, building a 
comprehensive and advanced 
system that can reliably supply 
high-performance, efficient and 
durable products. 

Three Gorges  
Project Benefits
Marking five years since its overall 
completion on November 1, the 
Three Gorges Project has solidified its 
role as a multi-functional backbone of 
China’s Yangtze River management, 
delivering extensive benefits in flood 
control, power generation, water sup-
ply and shipping.

Over the past five years, the 
project has intercepted more 
than 29 billion cubic meters of 
floodwater through coordinated 
operation with upstream reservoirs, 
substantially mitigating flood risks 
in the middle and lower reaches.

As a core clean energy base, 
the Three Gorges power plant has 
generated over 423 billion kilowatt 
(kw)-hours of electricity, equivalent 
to saving 128 million tons of 
standard coal and reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions by 347 million 
tons.

The project has also secured 
water supply for downstream 

The document also sug-
gests expanded AI use in patient 
services, enabling hospitals to 
offer integrated intelligent services 
throughout the entire treatment 
process, including precise appoint-
ment-scheduling, triage and pre-
diagnosis and follow-up services.

Additionally, China plans to 
upgrade its intelligent epidemio-
logical investigation systems to 
provide real-time, precise support 
for infectious disease prevention 
and control decision-making. 

Water-Saving  
Equipment
China has unveiled a plan 
to achieve technological 
breakthroughs by 2027 in the 
development of water-saving 
equipment for key areas includ-
ing water supply, utilization and 
recycling, the Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology (MIIT) 
announced on November 3.

The plan, jointly released by 
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Showcasing Sichuan Cuisine 

Spectators watch a Sichuan cuisine cooking skills competition during the eighth World Sichuan Cuisine Conference, 
held in Leshan, Sichuan Province, on November 1. 

Giant Panda Base
China has launched a new giant 
panda base in Sichuan Province to 
bolster panda breeding, as well as 
research and international com-
munication, expanding the China 
Conservation and Research Center 
for the Giant Panda (CCRCGP) to 
five sites nationwide.

As part of China’s broader push 
for ecosystem and biodiversity 
protection, the new facility began 
trial operations after 13 pandas were 
relocated on November 4. The base 
covers an area of about 120 hect-
ares in Sichuan’s Mianyang City. It 
is expected to open to visitors next 
year, once the animals have settled 
into their new environment.

China’s fourth national panda 
survey counted 418 wild giant 
pandas in Mianyang—about 22.4 
percent of the country’s total and 
the highest number among China’s 
prefecture-level cities.

Since the 1980s, the CCRCGP 
has overcome key challenges 
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regions during dry seasons, replen-
ishing 82.4 billion cubic meters of 
water to support industrial, domes-
tic, and ecological needs.

Shipping efficiency has 
continued to rise, with the cargo 
volume passing through the 
locks exceeding 700 million tons 
in the past five years. Annual 
freight volume topped 150 mil-
lion tons for three consecutive 
years, hitting a record 168 million 
tons in 2023. The ship lift, serving 
as a rapid transit corridor, has 
handled more than 1.7 million 
passengers and 15 million tons 
of cargo.

Since its construction began 
in 1994, the Three Gorges project 
has evolved into a compre-
hensive water-control system 
featuring a 2,309-meter-long 
and 185-meter-high dam, twin 
five-tier ship locks, and 34 turbo-
generators with a total capacity 
of 22.5 million kw. 

Renewable Energy 
Capacity
China has made every effort 
to promote the increased scale 
and high-quality development 
of renewable energy, the 
National Energy Administration 
(NEA) said at a press conference 
on October 31.

China’s newly installed 
renewable energy power 
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Immersive Experience 
Tourists experience VR gaming during an Internet life carnival at the 
Puyuan Fashion Resort in Tongxiang City of Jiaxing, Zhejiang Province, 
on November 5. The carnival, which ran from October 29 to November 9, 
allowed visitors to experience various scenarios in which digital civilization 
enhances quality of life.

generation capacity surged 
47.7 percent year on year to 
310 million kw in the first three 
quarters of this year.

The figure accounted for 
84.4 percent of the country’s 
total newly installed power 
generation capacity.

Of the total, newly installed 
hydropower, wind power, pho-
tovoltaic power and biomass 
power capacities came in at 7.16 
million kw, 61.09 million kw, 
240 million kw and 1.05 million 
kw, respectively, per NEA data.

This increased capacity 
has been a robust support for 
China’s power supply, with the 
country’s total renewable energy 
power generation totaling 2.89 
trillion kw-hours in the first three 
quarters, up 15.5 percent year on 
year and accounting for approxi-
mately 40 percent of China’s 
total power generation.

Arrests and  
Prosecutions
The numbers of both arrests 
and prosecutions that China’s 
procuratorates handled fell 
year on year in the first nine 
months of 2025, according 
to data released at a national 
seminar for senior prosecutors 
held in Beijing on October 31.

From January to September, 
prosecutors approved the arrests  

New Arrivals, New Life  
Milu deer at Qingtongxia Reservoir Wetland Nature Reserve, Ningxia 
Hui Autonomous Region, on November 4. The reserve, covering a 
total area of 174.93 square km, is the largest Yellow River flood plain 
wetland in Ningxia. In September 2024, 35 milu deer were introduced 
to the reserve. Since then, six fawns have been born there. 
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of approximately 519,600 
criminal suspects and filed public 
prosecutions against 1.05 million 
people, respective year-on-year 
declines of 12.9 percent and 11.7 
percent.

Authorities continued to 
address serious violent crimes, 
including homicide, robbery and 
kidnapping, prosecuting 39,800 
suspects,  down 10.8 percent 
from last year.

In the area of cybercrime, 
136,000 people were prosecuted 
for Internet-related offenses in 

the three quarters, including 
49,000 for telecom and online 
fraud.

A total of 18,000 individuals 
were prosecuted for financial 
fraud or other offenses under-
mining financial management, 
while 1,829 were charged with 
money laundering.

Another 53,000 people were 
prosecuted for crimes against 
children, and 69,000 juvenile 
cases were reviewed—down 2.1 
percent and 9.7 percent year on 
year, respectively.
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Trade in Services
China’s trade in services main-
tained steady growth in the first 
three quarters of the year, with 
total imports and exports reach-
ing nearly 5.94 trillion yuan 
($833 billion), up 7.6 percent 
year on year, the Ministry of 
Commerce said on November 4.

Specifically, exports rose by 
14.4 percent to over 2.6 trillion 
yuan ($364 billion), while imports 
increased by 2.8 percent to over 
3.33 trillion yuan ($467 billion), 
according to the ministry’s data. 
The deficit narrowed by 238.24 
billion yuan ($33.4 billion) com-
pared to the same period last 
year.

Trade in knowledge-intensive 
services saw continued growth, 
with imports and exports totaling 
about 2.27 trillion yuan ($318 
billion), up 6.4 percent year on 
year.

Travel services trade totaled 
nearly 1.64 trillion yuan ($230 
billion), up 8.8 percent from a 
year earlier.

Notably, the exports of travel 
services surged by 54.4 percent 

during the period, according to 
the ministry. 

Starbucks  
Expansion
U.S. coffee giant Starbucks 
Coffee Co. announced on 
November 4 that it has entered 
into an agreement to form a joint 
venture with Boyu Capital, to 
operate Starbucks retail in China.

Under the agreement, Boyu 
will hold up to a 60-percent 
interest in Starbucks’ retail opera-
tions in China, while Starbucks 
will retain the remaining 
40-percent interest in the joint 
venture, and continue to own the 
Starbucks brand and license the 
brand and intellectual property 
to the new entity.

Boyu will acquire its interest 
based on a cash-free, debt-free 
enterprise value of approxi-
mately $4 billion.

The business will continue to 
be headquartered in Shanghai 
and will own and operate the 
8,000 Starbucks coffeehouses 
across the Chinese mainland, 

with a shared vision to grow to as 
many as 20,000 locations over 
time.

With the new joint venture, 
Starbucks expects the total value 
of its China retail business to 
exceed $13 billion.

Starbucks opened a store 
in Beijing in 1999, marking its 
official entry into the Chinese 
mainland market. Boyu, founded 
in 2011, is an alternative asset 
management company that 
has been deeply rooted in the 
Chinese market and has a global 
presence. 

Marine Economy
China’s gross ocean product 
totaled 7.9 trillion yuan ($1.1 tril-
lion) in the first three quarters of 
2025, a year-on-year increase 
of 5.6 percent, according to 
data released by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources on 
November 3.

The output of marine crude 
oil increased by 3 percent year 
on year, the output of marine 
natural gas increased by 17.7 
percent, and the output of 

marine aquatic products by 4.8 
percent, the data show.

The marine transporta-
tion industry saw steady 
development, and the marine 
tourism industry maintained its 
recovery trend. Cruise tourism 
gained increasing popularity, 
with coastal ports across the 
country receiving 2.05 million 
cruise passengers, a year-on-
year surge of 28 percent.

Emerging marine industries 
accelerated their development, 
with the newly connected 
offshore wind power capacity 
increasing by 42.1 percent year 
on year. The marine informa-
tion services industry grew at 
an accelerated pace, with AI 
technologies driving the growth 
of the overall marine industry 
in China.

In the first nine months, 18 
marine enterprises completed 
initial public offerings (IPOs) 
and raised a cumulative 26 
billion yuan ($3.6 billion), ac-
counting for 33.7 percent of the 
total financing scale of all IPO 
enterprises during the period.
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EV Charging  
Infrastructure
Electric vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure continued its 
rapid expansion in China in 
the first three quarters of this 
year, with the total number of 
facilities in the country surging 
by 54.5 percent year on year to 
18.06 million units by the end 
of September, according to  
official data released on 
October 31.

This growing network has 
effectively met the charging 
demand of some 40 million 
EVs across the country, Tan 
Hongjiang, an official of the 
National Energy Administration, 
told a press conference.

The combined rated power 
of public EV charging facilities 
was approximately 200 mil-
lion kilowatt at the end of 
September, an increase of 59.2 
percent from the start of the 
year, Tan said.

He noted that the sector has 
also achieved breakthroughs in 
new technologies and business 

models, including the rollout of 
high-power charging networks 
and smart charging systems.

In October, China unveiled 
a three-year action plan to 
improve the country’s EV charg-
ing infrastructure, aiming to 
establish a nationwide network 
of 28 million charging facilities 
by the end of 2027.

Steel Product  
Structure
The product structure of 
China’s steel industry has been 
optimized during the 14th Five-
Year Plan period (2021-25), with 
high-end steel products in-
creasingly used in automobiles, 
home appliances, infrastructure 
and construction, according 
to the China Iron and Steel 
Association.

Jiang Wei, vice president of 
the association, said on October 
31 that the share of steel used in 
the manufacturing sector rose 
from 42 percent in 2020 to 50 
percent in 2024 and is expected 
to exceed 50 percent in 2025.

The proportion of steel 
utilized in the construction sec-
tor fell from 58 percent in 2020 
to 50 percent last year, Jiang 
added.

Over the past five years, 
research concerning and 
production of high-end steel 
products have gathered pace. 
For instance, the output of 
silicon steel, one of the most 
representative high-end prod-
ucts, reached about 18 million 
tons in 2024, up 48 percent 
from 2020.

The shift of China’s 
economy toward higher-quality 
and greener growth has fueled 
demand for advanced and eco-
friendly steel products and 
created vast space and promis-
ing prospects for the industry’s 
upgrading, Jiang explained. 

Lithium Products 
Supply
China has established a com-
plete supply system for lithium 
products, the China Nonferrous 
Metals Industry Association said 

on October 29.
The country’s output of 

key lithium products, includ-
ing lithium carbonate, lithium 
hydroxide and cathode materials 
for lithium-ion batteries, has 
ranked first globally for years, 
association official Lin Ruhai said 
at a press conference.

In the first three quarters of 
this year, the country’s output 
of lithium carbonate totaled ap-
proximately 588,000 tons, while 
its lithium hydroxide output 
came in at roughly 303,000 
tons, data show.

Lin noted that China’s 
lithium-ion battery industry 
enjoys a complete, large-scale 
industrial chain that covers the 
full life cycle from resource 
development to recycling.

He said the country’s fast-
growing EV and energy storage 
markets have created vast space 
for technological innovation and 
capacity utilization.

In 2024, the country’s EV 
output and sales each exceeded 
12 million, topping global rank-
ings for a 10th consecutive year.
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UNITED STATES  

Federal employees receive free meals at  
a food distribution stall in Washington, D.C.  

on November 5, the 36th day of the federal 
government shutdown, now the longest 

 in the country’s history 

EGYPT  
Visitors gather around the colossus 

of ancient Egyptian pharaoh Ramses 
II at the Grand Egyptian Museum in 
Giza on November 4. The museum 

opened to the public on November 1 
after two decades of construction 
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SPAIN  
An aerial view of booths at the 2025 Smart City Expo World 

Congress in Barcelona on November 4 
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MEXICO  
A crowd gathers near a fire-damaged chain department store 

in Hermosillo, Sonora State, on November 1. At least 22 people 
were killed after an explosion triggered the fire 

KENYA  
President William Ruto attends a 
groundbreaking ceremony for a 

Chinese-funded green fertilizer project 
in Nakuru County on November 3 
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THE PHILIPPINES 

Residents return to their damaged 
homes after the massive flood 

brought by typhoon Kalmaegi in 
Cebu Province on November 5. 

The death toll had reached 114 at 
time of printing, with many others 

missing or injured 
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 “Since the founding of the People’s 

Republic of China, we have completed 
an industrialization journey in decades 

that took developed countries centuries, 
establishing a comprehensive modern 

industrial system and nurturing a valuable 
cultural heritage.”

Xin Guobin, Vice Minister of Industry and Information 
Technology, at the Industrial Culture Development Conference 

2025 in Shanghai on November 4 

“China’s vast and dynamic market 
has injected strong momentum into 

CP’s business, while the open business 
environment allows us to innovate and 

optimize our business models.”
Huang Weiwei, Senior Vice President of Thai conglomerate 

Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group , in an interview with Xinhua News 
Agency before the Eighth China International Import Expo, held 

from November 5 to 10 

PEOPLE & POINTS

A River Reborn
China Newsweek  
October 27
For decades, the Yangtze River—China’s 
longest waterway and a critical habitat for 
aquatic life—became a case study in ecologi-
cal decline, as overfishing and other human 
activities drained life from its waters. By the 
late 2010s, its bio-integrity index had plunged 
to the lowest rating: “no fish.”

In 2021, a decade-long fishing ban was 
fully implemented across key conservation 
areas of the river to restore its ecosystem. 

 PHYSICIST CARRIES HISTORIC TORCH

On November 2 in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province, physicist Xue Qikun, a mem-
ber of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, set off on the historic cross-boundary torch 
relay for China’s 15th National Games.

It was the first-ever cross-boundary relay in the event’s history, carrying the 
flame to Hong Kong and Macao special administrative regions. The 15th National 
Games are being held from November 9 to 21 in Guangdong, Hong Kong and 
Macao. 

Xue, winner of the State Preeminent Science and Technology Award, China’s 
top science honor, for 2023, has dedicated his career to funda-
mental research in materials physics. At Tsinghua University, he 
led a team that first observed the quantum anomalous Hall effect 
in 2012, a major breakthrough.

He has been president of Southern University of Science and 
Technology in Shenzhen since November 2020.

Embracing the Machine 
On Screen
People’s Daily 
November 4
With the rapid rise of homegrown video 
generators like Dreamina and Kling, more 
domestic short dramas are now being created 
entirely by AI, from script to visual effects. 

In July 2024, Sanxingdui: Future 
Apocalypse, an AI-generated sci-fi series, 
became the first of its kind to receive a 
domestic distribution licence. A year later, 
Kling unveiled Loading, the world’s first 
fully AI-animated anthology. Beyond 
China, global platforms are also embracing 

AI-generated content. Netflix, for in-
stance, saw the release of The Eternaut, an 
Argentine sci-fi drama that made extensive 
use of AI in its production. 

Industry insiders point to dramatic gains in 
productivity. A single creator armed with up-
to-date AI tools can now generate one to two 
episodes a day, at less than a 10th of the cost 
of traditional live-action shoots. However, 
while quantity is no longer the hurdle, quality 
is. The task ahead is to elevate technically pro-
ficient content into storytelling that feels fresh, 
layered and emotionally resonant.

The emerging imperative is clear: 
Embrace the machine, but don’t lose the hu-
man. As the technology races ahead, the value 
of distinctive voice, taste and imagination is 
only set to rise.
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 “On one hand, AI leverages big data and 

stronger computing power to empower 
manufacturing; on the other, AI technology 

is being incorporated into panel product 
design, greatly expanding the application 

space for display panels.”
Liang Xinqing, Executive Vice President of the Liquid Crystal 

Branch of the China Optics and Optoelectronics Manufacturers 
Association, at the 2025 World Conference on the Innovation and 

Development of the Display Industry, held in Chengdu,  
Sichuan Province, on November 3-4 

“This clinical surgery marks a key 
leap from feasibility to practicality 

in the field of remote high-precision 
ophthalmic surgery in China.” 

Lin Haotian from Sun Yat-Sen University’s Zhongshan 
Ophthalmic Center, who led a team of surgeons in 

Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, operating a robotic 
arm more than 4,000 km away in Urumqi, Xinjiang Uygur 

Autonomous Region, to perform a retinal injection  
on November 2

THIS WEEK

That same year, China rolled out a five-year 
biodiversity restoration plan aimed at rescuing 
endangered species and repairing damaged 
habitats.

Now, as the fishing moratorium reaches 
its midpoint and the biodiversity initiative 
nears its deadline, signs of recovery are show-
ing. Between 2021 and 2024, 344 native fish 
species were spotted in the Yangtze River 
Basin, an increase of 36 species compared to 
the 2017-20 period preceding the fishing ban. 
The Yangtze finless porpoise, often used as a 
barometer of the river’s health, has also edged 
upward. A 2023 survey counted 1, 249 indi-
viduals, the first increase in more than three 
decades.

The recovery effort concerns not only 
fish but also people. For generations, 
countless families in the region made their 
living on the water and therefore were re-
luctant to give up fishing activities. To ease 
the transition, local authorities have rolled 
out support programs offering housing, job 
training services and social security subsi-
dies for former fishermen. 

Yet there is still a long way to go. The 
recovery of several endangered species is 
still slow. The Yangtze is stirring back to 
life, but securing a full recovery will re-
quire decades of persistent effort, not just a 
decade-long ban.

 CHINA’S RICHEST WOMAN

Zhong Huijuan, 64, has become China’s newest richest woman, with a fortune of 141 
billion yuan ($19.75 billion), according to the Hurun China Rich List 2025, released by 
the Shanghai-based Hurun Research Institute in late October.

Zhong is chairwoman and CEO of Hansoh Pharmaceutical Group in Lianyungang, 
Jiangsu Province.

After graduating in chemistry from Jiangsu Normal University in 1982, Zhong taught 
at Yan’an Middle School in Lianyungang. In 1995, her husband 
founded Hansoh Pharmaceutical, and Zhong left teaching to lead 
the startup.

Hansoh Pharmaceutical went public on the Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange in June 2019, with its market value surpassing HK$209 
billion ($26.88 billion) on October 29. Currently, Zhong and her 
daughter, Sun Yuan, hold 65.61 percent of the company. 

Tails on Rails
Workers’ Daily 
November 4
Some Chinese rail passengers have recently 
noticed a quiet update on 12306, the coun-
try’s official railway ticketing app, whereby 
several train routes now carry a small tag 
bearing the Chinese character for “pet.” The 
label denotes a new service that allows pets to 
be transported on select routes in designated 
carriages. 

When the service debuted in April, it 
was limited to 10 trains on the Beijing-
Shanghai route. Six months on, it covers 
roughly 50 routes across the country. Yet 
the scheme is far from mature. Bookings 

must be made by phone several days in ad-
vance, health certificates are required and 
costs are comparatively high. Nevertheless, 
it marks a notable step forward in the rail-
way sector’s effort to upgrade its services.

The change is emblematic of a broader 
move to better integrate pets into the fabric 
of modern life. In Shanghai, abandoned 
industrial sites have been converted into 
exercise areas for pets. In Shenzhen, 
Guangdong Province, community centers 
now offer basic veterinary checkups. These 
changes may seem minor, but they signal 
shifting social expectations. As pets in-
creasingly become companions rather than 
accessories, services and public spaces are 
adapting in step.
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