
WWW.BJREVIEW.COMVOL.68  NO.47  NOVEMBER 20, 2025

邮发代号2-922·国内统一连续号：CN11-1576/G2

OPINION: BETTER GLOBAL GOVERNANCE P.24 | FEATURES: WORLD INTERNET CONFERENCE P.34

RMB9.00

USD1.70

AUD3.00

GBP1.20

CAD2.60

CHF2.60     

JPY188

GAMES FOR GOOD 
Sport has become a new driving force for development





Please recycle
 BREAKING NEWS » SCAN ME » Using a QR code reader

Follow us onwww.bjreview.com

MEDIA PARTNER

©2025 Beijing Review, all rights reserved. 

OPINION 
22 A Blueprint for People-Centered 
Development 
A look at what’s in store during the 
upcoming 15th Five-Year Plan

24 Global Governance at a Turning 
Point 
UN 80th anniversary is an opportunity 
for reflection and reimagining

26 Sovereignty Through Technology 
New measures to bolster digital  
self-reliance

27 From Atrocity to Accountability 
A review of new book Tokyo Trial: 
Evidence and Judgment of the Nanjing 
Massacre

FEATURES 
30 Closer Ties Through Trade 
CIIE turns openness into opportunity

CONTENTS
EDITOR’S DESK 
02 National Games for 
Greater Integration  
 
THIS WEEK 

COVER STORY  
12 From the Podium to the 
People 
The shifting role of the  
National Games

16 The Greater (Bay) Games 
A catalyst for regional  
integration

18 Public Participation 
Amateur athletes at the 15th 
National Games

32 Innovation Takes Center Stage 
New tech on show at the CIIE

34 From Startups to Symbols 
Hangzhou’s “Six Dragons” come together at 
World Internet Conference

38 A Frontier Without Borders 
Hainan leads way in duty-free development

40 Skills Over Degrees 
More university graduates are pursuing  
vocational education

42 Demon Diaries 
New film explores hidden worlds within  
Journey to the West

PHOTOS 
46 Global Marketplace 
Development meets trade at the CIIE

FORUM 
48 Have We Reached the End of the  
Supermarket Age? 

Cover Photo: The opening ceremony of the 
15th National Games in Guangzhou,  
Guangdong Province, on November 9 (VCG)



http://www.bjreview.com2  BEIJING REVIEW NOVEMBER 20, 2025   

EDITOR’S DESK

主管单位：中国外文出版发行事业局

主办单位：中国外文局美洲传播中心（北京周报社）

出版单位：中国外文局美洲传播中心（北京周报社） 

地址：北京市西城区百万庄大街24号 邮编：100037

编委会：辛峰 贺鹏 王宁 刘云云 高丁博 于淑均 曾文卉

编委会主任：辛峰

主编：闫威

总编室电话：(010) 68996252  发行部电话：(010) 68310644

印刷：北京华联印刷有限公司

北京周报 英文版2025年 第47期 ISSN 1000-9140 

国内统一连续出版物号：CN11-1576/G2 邮发代号：2-922

广告许可证0171号 北京市期刊登记证第733号

国内零售价：人民币9.00元

CHINA......RMB9.00     U.S.A.......USD1.70     

AUSTRALIA......AUD3.00     UK......GBP1.20     

CANADA......CAD2.60  SWITZERLAND......CHF2.60    

JAPAN......JPY188     EUROPE......EUR1.90     

TÜRKIYE......YTL5.00     HK......HKD9.30     NEPAL......RS40 

WRITE TO US 

Please provide your name and address 
along with your submissions.  
Submissions may be edited.  

Send an e-mail: editorsoffice@cicgamericas.com

A News Weekly Magazine 
Published Since 1958
President: Xin Feng
Associate Editor in Chief: Liu Yunyun
Vice Presidents: He Peng, Gao Dingbo, Yu Shujun
Program Supervisor: Zeng Wenhui

Executive Editor: Yan Wei
Production Director: Yao Bin
Editors: Wang Hairong, Zhang Shasha, Lu Yan
Researcher: Lan Xinzhen
Editorial Consultants: Elsbeth van Paridon, G.P. Wilson
Reporters: Ji Jing, Kang Caiqi, Li Qing, Li Wenhan, Li Xiaoyang,  
Liang Xiao, Ma Miaomiao, Pan Xiaoqiao, Peng Jiawei,  
Tao Xing, Tao Zihui, Wang Jun, Wang Ruohan, Yuan Yuan,  
Zhang Yage 
Photographer: Wei Yao
Art: Li Shigong
Design Director: Wang Yajuan
Chief Designer: Cui Xiaodong
Designer: Wang Boyan

Editorial Administrator: Zeng Wenhui 
Planning Director: Xu Bei
Deputy Planning Director: Li Nan
World News Director: Ding Ying
Director of Digital Media: Li Fangfang
Director of Strategic Research: Zan Jifang
Deputy Director of Strategic Research: Lu Ling

Administration: Zhang Yajie 
International Cooperation: Sun Xuan
Legal Counsel: Yue Cheng

North America Bureau (New York City)
Chief: Yu Shujun
Executive Assistant: Zhao Wei 
Tel/Fax: 1-201-792-0334
E-mail: yushujun@cicgamericas.com
Latin America Bureau (Mexico City)
Chief: Miao Ye
Tel: 52-55-55127271
Fax: 52-55-55332027
E-mail: chinahoymx@gmail.com
Peru Office (Lima)
Chief: Meng Kexin
Tel: 0051-959212702
E-mail: revistachinaperu@gmail.com

General Editorial Office
Tel: 86-10-68996252
Fax: 86-10-68326628
Editorial Desk
Tel: 86-10-68996250
Partnerships
Tel: 86-10-68995807
E-mail: yecong@cicgamericas.com
Distribution
Tel: 86-10-68310644
E-mail: circulation@cicgamericas.com

Published every Thursday by
CICG Center for Americas, 24 Baiwanzhuang Lu,
Beijing 100037, China
Overseas Distributor: China International Book Trading
Corporation (Guoji Shudian), P. O. BOX 399, 
Beijing 100044, China
Tel: 86-10-68413849, 1-416-497-8096 (Canada)
Fax: 86-10-68412166
E-mail: fp@mail.cibtc.com.cn
Website: http://www.cibtc.com
General Distributor for Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan:
Peace Book Co. Ltd.
17/Fl, Paramount Bldg, 12 Ka Yip St, Chai Wan, HK
Tel: 852-28046687  Fax: 852-28046409

Beijing Review (ISSN 1000-9140  USPS 2812) is published weekly  
in the United States for US$64.00 per year by Cypress Books,  
360 Swift Avenue, Suite 48, South San Francisco, CA 94080
News Postage Paid at Burlingame, CA 94010-9997
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Beijing Review,  
Cypress Books, 360 Swift Avenue, Suite 48,  
South San Francisco, CA 94080

The National Games, China’s premier 
multi-sport event, opened in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong Province, on November 9. 
This year’s 15th edition of the games is 
the first to be co-hosted by the country’s 
two special administrative regions, with 
Guangdong Province sharing its hosting 
responsibilities with neighboring Hong 
Kong and Macao. 

This year’s games are a landmark proj-
ect in the development of the Greater Bay 
Area, a national initiative that enhances in-
tegration between Hong Kong, Macao and 
nine nearby cities in Guangdong Province, 
including Guangzhou. The joint hosting by 
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao has 
further broken down administrative barri-
ers between the three regions, more fully 
aligning rules, standards and recognition of 
qualifications, and bringing about joint in-
novation in the management of sports and 
events. 

At the same time, through the hosting 
of a top-level sporting event, the Greater 
Bay Area is showcasing its capacity as a 
world-class city cluster and developing 
practical, shareable experience for building 
a globally renowned platform integrat-
ing sports, technology and culture. The 
joint hosting of the games across regions 
involves complex coordination in areas 
such as entry and exit, customs, taxation, 

and security. The resulting collaborative 
mechanism will provide a Greater Bay 
Area model for future cross-regional  
governance.

Under the One Country, Two Systems 
principle, while there is only one China, the 
mainland adheres to the socialist system 
and Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan will 
retain their own capitalist systems for the 
long term. Within this governance frame-
work, the ongoing National Games are a 
major driver for Hong Kong and Macao to 
integrate into the overall development of 
the country. 

Their role as co-hosts not only re-
flects the solid support of the Central 
Government for these two regions, but also 
develops the sense of national identity and 
patriotic spirit among their residents, espe-
cially young people.

This edition of the National Games 
is not only a sports gathering, but also 
an experimental project to promote the 
common development and prosperity of 
Hong Kong, Macao and the mainland. It 
is a strategic project to serve the rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation. The success of 
the games will have a positive impact on 
the integration process of the Greater Bay 
Area and the solid implementation of the 
One Country, Two Systems principle. BR

National Games for Greater Integration
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THIRD CARRIER
The commissioning and flag-presenting ceremony of the Fujian, China’s first aircraft carrier equipped with electromagnetic 
catapults, takes place at a naval port in Sanya City, Hainan Province, on November 5. 

Named after Fujian Province and launched in June 2022, the vessel was independently designed and built by China. It is one 
of the country’s three carriers currently in service.
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development has exacerbated 
water scarcity in this region.

Sichuan’s water resources are 
unevenly distributed. The basin 
area—hosting 80 percent of the 
province’s population, cultivated 
land and economic output—pos-
sesses only 20 percent of its water 
resources. This imbalance is pro-
jected to worsen, with the Chengdu 
Plain economic zone’s population 
expected to exceed 46 million by 
2030, leading to a critical water 
supply gap by 2035.

Film Festival 
The 2025 China Golden Rooster 
and Hundred Flowers Film Festival, 
featuring the 38th China Golden 
Rooster Awards, opened on 
November 11 in Xiamen, Fujian 
Province.

The opening ceremony 
included the lighting up of the 
golden rooster, as well as creative 
performances and the promotion 
of new films. Actors Huang Bo 

IMD, based in Switzerland, is 
an independent university institute 
with campuses in Lausanne 
and Singapore, and recently 
established an in-country team in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong Province.

According to the second 
edition of the AI Maturity Index, 
which ranks companies on how 
effectively they have adopted AI 
to transform business strategies 
and operations, among the 300 
top companies, the number of 
Chinese companies only followed 
that of the U.S.

In a virtual interview, Michael 
Wade, professor of strategy and 
digital at IMD and Director of the 
TONOMUS Global Center for 
Digital and AI Transformation, 
told Xinhua that China’s domi-
nance in AI patent filings and its 
focus on practical applications in 
manufacturing, healthcare, and 
autonomous vehicles provide 
a strong foundation for growth 
and value creation. “China leads 
the world in generative AI patents 
with over 38,210 filed from 2014 
to 2023, substantially higher than 
the U.S.’ 6,276 patents,” he said.

Life Expectancy
The average life expectancy of 
Beijing residents rose to 83.93 years 
in 2024, up from 82.51 a year 
earlier, according to data released 
by the Beijing Municipal Health 
Commission on November 10.

Key maternal and infant health 
indicators have also reached inter-
nationally advanced levels, with a 
maternal mortality rate of 0.69 per 
100,000 and an infant mortality 
rate of 1.35 per 1,000, the Beijing 
News reported.

Wang Jianhui, deputy director 
of the commission, said the im-
provements reflect the city’s efforts 
to expand high-quality healthcare 
resources and strengthen primary 
medical services.

In recent years, Beijing has 
directed more medical resources to 

and Zhou Dongyu led the lighting 
ceremony, presenting a modern, 
minimalist and poetic opening 
show.

This year is the 130th an-
niversary of world cinema and 
the 120th anniversary of Chinese 
cinema. During the festival, events 
such as film screenings, academic 
forums and the Golden Rooster 
Film Venture Capital Conference 
were held, with the winners of this 
year’s Golden Rooster Awards an-
nounced at the awards ceremony 
on November 15, the last day of the 
film festival.

AI Development
The U.S. and China are the two 
top global leaders in AI develop-
ment, and China has the most 
generative AI patents from 2014 
to 2023, an AI expert said after 
the International Institute for 
Management Development (IMD) 
released its AI Maturity Index on 
November 11.
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In Harmony 
Tourists feed black-headed gulls at the Haigeng Dam in Kunming, Yunnan Province, on November 10. 
Black-headed gulls migrate to Kunming for the warm weather there in winter, at which time their heads turn 
white.

Water Diversion 
Project
China on November 7 launched 
the construction of a major water 
diversion project designed to chan-
nel water into the 2,000-year-
old Dujiangyan irrigation system, 
aiming to alleviate water shortages 
in the megacity of Chengdu, capital 
of Sichuan Province.

Transferring water from the 
Dadu River, the project will utilize a 
natural elevation drop to convey 
water through over 260 km of tun-
nels and pipelines to the Chengdu 
Plain, creating dual water sources 
in combination with the existing 
Minjiang River.

The whole project is scheduled 
to be completed in eight years.

For more than two millennia, 
Dujiangyan, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, has diverted water 
from the Minjiang, a tributary of 
the Yangtze River, creating the 
fertile land on the Chengdu Plain. 
However, rapid socio-economic  
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underserved areas. The number of 
hospital beds per 1,000 residents in 
new urban districts has increased to 
5.09, up 14.6 percent from 2021.

The capital has established 62 
comprehensive medical alliances 
and 122 specialized medical con-
sortia to promote tiered diagnosis 
and treatment. All secondary and 
higher-level general hospitals now 
have pediatric departments, while 
community health centers provide 
full coverage of children’s medical 
services.

Additionally, 162 medical insti-
tutions have opened psychological 
clinics, and 94 offer sleep disorder 
treatments.

Sci-Tech Education
China has released a set of guide-
lines to strengthen science and 
technology education in primary 
and middle schools, aiming to 
establish a solid foundation for fos-
tering sci-tech talent and thereby 
enhancing the country’s self-
reliance and strength in this field.

By 2030, a science and 
technology education system for 
primary and secondary schools is 
expected to be largely established. 
Moreover, by 2035, a sci-tech 
education ecosystem will be fully 
formed, helping China become 
a leading country in education, 
according to the guidelines jointly 
issued by the Ministry of Education 
(MOE) and other authorities.
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Shopping Carnival 
A livestreamer promotes products at a culture and tourism industrial  
demonstration base in Shijiazhuang City, Hebei Province, on November 11.  
E-commerce and logistics companies across China were working at full 
capacity during the annual Double Eleven shopping festival which falls on 
November 11. 

At a press conference about 
the guidelines on November 
12, Tian Zuyin, an MOE official 
in charge of basic education, 
said the period of primary and 
middle schools is important for 
cultivating students’ interest in 
science, innovative conscious-
ness and practical ability.

Thanks to continuous efforts, 
notable progress has been made in 
recent years, Tian said. For example, 
since 2022, science and technology 
museums across the country have 
cooperated with more than 14,000 
primary and middle schools to host 
48,000 immersive and interactive 
activities.

Strengthening young people’s 
sci-tech and innovation capabilities 
at an early stage of elementary 
education is instrumental in discov-
ering and fostering future scientists 
and engineers, noted Xu Xuejun, 
Vice President of Shanghai-based 
Tongji University.

To further improve science and 
technology education, the guide-
lines put forward six tasks, calling 
for efforts to reform teaching 
methods, strengthen interdisciplin-
ary integration, and build a strong 
force of teachers.

Marine Tourism
Hainan Province launched its 
2026 Marine Tourism Year with 
a ceremony in Wanning City, 
highlighting the island’s coastal 

Media Technology on Show
A visitor experiences a virtual stage during the 2025 China New Media 
Technology Exhibition in Changsha, capital of Hunan Province, on 
November 12. The 2025 China New Media Conference, which ran from 
November 11 to 13, showcased a range of cutting-edge technologies related 
to news production. 
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culture and growing marine tour-
ism sector.

The event was held at Riyue 
Bay, a world-renowned surfing 
destination, and featured interna-
tional surfers showcasing Hainan’s 
beaches and water sports.

The initiative aims to 
strengthen Hainan’s marine 
economy and shift the province’s 
tourism model from traditional 
coastal sightseeing to immersive, 
activity-based experiences.

Under the theme “Coasts 
in Hainan, Joys of Journey,” 

the 2026 program will offer 60 
high-quality marine tourism 
products, including water sports, 
and festivals. Ten core island-
wide itineraries, including coastal 
relaxation tours and six immer-
sive ocean experiences, are also 
planned.

The campaign aims to attract 
18 million marine tourism visitors 
and generate over 40 billion yuan 
($5.6 billion) in revenue by 2027. 
A Hainan Marine Tourism Guide 
(2026) was released to help visitors 
explore the offerings.
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Private Investment
The government introduced 
a package of measures on 
November 10 to promote the de-
velopment of private investment.

According to a notice 
released by the General Office 
of the State Council, the high-
est state administrative organ, 
private capital is supported to 
participate in key projects in 
areas including rail and nuclear 
power that require approval or 
verification from government 
departments and have a certain 
level of returns, and require-
ments such as its shareholding 
ratios should be clearly defined.

The participation of private 
capital is also encouraged for 
the construction and operation 
of some new urban infrastructure 
projects, per the notice.

Additionally, efforts will be 
made to remove unreasonable 
access restrictions for business 
entities in the services sectors.

The notice also focuses on 
implementing a special action 
for the digital empowerment 
of small and medium-sized 

enterprises, and on allowing 
more qualified private invest-
ment projects to issue real 
estate investment trusts in the 
infrastructure sector.

These measures address the 
concerns of private enterprises 
by expanding access, removing 
bottlenecks and strengthening 
guarantees, thereby better 
stimulating the internal driving 
force of private investment, 
said Ma Shuang, a professor at 
the University of International 
Business and Economics. 

Monetary Policy 
Instruments
China’s outstanding balance 
of structural monetary policy 
instruments was 3.9 trillion 
yuan ($547 billion) at the end of 
September, according to data 
from the People’s Bank of China 
(PBC), the country’s central bank, 
released on November 11.

In a quarterly report, the 
central bank said that during the 
third quarter, it had efficiently 
implemented multiple structural 

monetary policy instruments 
and vigorously promoted tech-
nology finance, green finance, 
inclusive finance, pension 
finance and digital finance.

By the end of September, 
technology loans, green loans, 
inclusive loans, pension industry 
loans and digital economy 
industry loans had increased 
by 11.8 percent, 22.9 percent, 11.2 
percent, 58.2 percent, and 12.9 
percent year on year, respec-
tively, all exceeding the overall 
loan growth rate.

Experts note that the PBC’s 
structural monetary policy 
instruments are primarily aimed 
at incentivizing and guiding 
financial institutions to support 
key sectors and vulnerable 
areas in line with major national 
strategies and socioeconomic 
development.

The PBC affirmed that it will 
diligently advance technology 
finance, green finance, inclusive 
finance, pension finance and 
digital finance, according to the 
report.

NEV Output and 
Sales 
New-energy vehicle (NEV) 
production jumped 33.1 percent 
year on year to nearly 13.02 
million units in China during the 
first 10 months of the year, ac-
cording to data released by the 
China Association of Automobile 
Manufacturers (CAAM) on 
November 11.

Sales during the same period 
climbed 32.7 percent year on 
year to more than 12.94 million 
units, accounting for 46.7 percent 
of total new vehicle sales domes-
tically, CAAM data showed.

In October alone, NEV sales 
reached nearly 1.72 million units, 
accounting for 51.6 percent of all 
new vehicle sales. This was also 
the first time that NEV sales ac-
counted for more than half of all 
new vehicle sales in the country.

Total auto output topped 
27.69 million units in the first 10 
months, a 13.2-percent year-on-
year increase, while sales grew 
12.4 percent to nearly 27.69 
million units.
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The data also showed that 

China’s auto exports rose 15.7 
percent year on year to 5.62 
million units during the same 
period. Notably, NEV exports 
surged 90.4 percent year on 
year to 2.01 million units.

Foreign Trade
China’s goods imports and 
exports totaled 37.31 trillion yuan 
($5.2 trillion) from January to 
October, up 3.6 percent year on 
year, according to the General 
Administration of Customs of 
China (GACC).

In October alone, the coun-
try’s goods imports and exports 
edged up 0.1 percent year on 
year to 3.7 trillion yuan ($519 bil-
lion). Exports slipped 0.8 percent 
from a year earlier, but imports 
climbed 1.4 percent, marking a 
fifth straight month of expansion.

Lu Daliang, Director of 
GACC’s Department of Statistics 
and Analysis, said that despite 
external shocks, China’s foreign 
trade has demonstrated strong 
resilience this year, continuing 
its sustained steady expansion, 

which is a hard-won result.
In the first 10 months, the 

Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) was China’s 
largest trading partner. The trade 
value between the two sides rose 
9.1 percent year on year and 
accounted for 16.6 percent of 
China’s total foreign trade value.

China has remained ASEAN’s 
largest trading partner for 16 con-
secutive years, while ASEAN has 
been China’s top trading partner for 
five consecutive years.

During the 10-month period, 
China’s trade with the EU grew 4.9 
percent, while China-U.S. trade 
fell 15.9 percent. Trade increased 
5.9 percent with countries 
involved in the Belt and Road 
Initiative, a China-proposed 
initiative to boost connectivity 
along and beyond the ancient 
Silk Road routes.

Private enterprises’ combined 
import and export value growing 
7.2 percent to 21.28 trillion yuan 
($3 trillion), accounting for 57 
percent of the country’s total and 
increasing 1.9 percentage points 
from the same period last year.

China’s foreign trade con-
tinued to undergo a structural 
shift as exports of mechanical 
and electrical products grew 
8.7 percent, accounting for 60.7 
percent of total exports, driven 
by strong growth in integrated 
circuits and automobiles, while 
labor-intensive products saw a 
3-percent decline.

Recycled  
Non-Ferrous Metals 
The recycled non-ferrous metals 
industry has posted rapid growth 
during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25) period, with its annual 
production of recycled non-
ferrous metals expected to reach 
20 million tons this year, per the 
latest industry data.

The domestic output of 
recycled non-ferrous metals has 
grown at an average annual rate 
of 7.2 percent since 2021, reaching 
19.15 million tons in 2024.

During the 2021-24 period, 
China accounted for a third of the 
world’s total production of recycled 
non-ferrous metals, Ge Honglin, 

President of the China Non-Ferrous 
Metals Industry Association, said 
at a recent industrial convention 
in Chengdu, capital of Sichuan 
Province.

This rise in production contrib-
uted to saving 3.6 billion tons of 
mining resources during the same 
period, and to reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions by 560 million 
tons, according to data from the 
association.

Technological innovation in the 
sector has boosted the utilization 
of recycled resources. A growing 
number of companies in China 
now use recycled metals as a major 
source of raw materials, with some 
manufacturers reporting that such 
materials constitute more than 60 
percent of their total input of raw 
materials, the association said.

In the next five years, China 
will intensify efforts to promote 
the high-quality development of 
the recycled non-ferrous metals 
industry by enhancing its supply 
system, expanding the utilization 
of recycled non-ferrous metals in 
more fields, and strengthening the 
sector’s digital transition, Ge noted.
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China’s CPI Growth by Type
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GERMANY  
An exhibitor and buyers at a booth at Bazaar 
Berlin in Berlin on November 5. Around 500 
manufacturers and traders from all over the 

world attended the event, held from  
November 5 to 9 

UNITED KINGDOM  

A man places a poppy and a cross at 
the Field of Remembrance at  

Westminster Abbey in London on 
November 10, a day before  

Remembrance Day, which is observed 
to remember the sacrifices made by 

soldiers during World War II 
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RUSSIA  
A woman takes a selfie at an outdoor exhibition  

commemorating the 1941 October Revolution Parade in 
Moscow‘s Red Square, on November 7 
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BRAZIL  
The venue of the 30th United Nations Climate Change  

Conference (COP30) in Belém November 10. The COP30 
kicked off that day with the aim of putting the fight against 
climate change back in the center of international priorities 

PAKISTAN  

The site of a suicide bombing in 
Islamabad on November 11. At least 

12 people were killed and  
27 others injured 
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CAMBODIA  
King Norodom Sihamoni lights 

the ceremonial victory fire inside 
the Independence Monument in 
Phnom Penh on November 9, as 
the country commemorated the 
72nd anniversary of its national  

independence from French  
colonial rule 
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 “Climate change bears on humanity’s 

shared future. From the Global South to 
the Global North, from developing  

countries to developed countries, we are 
all passengers aboard the same ship.”

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun, commenting on 
the ongoing UN Climate Change Conference in Belém, Brazil,  

at a news briefing on November 12

“Despite tough conditions with constantly 
drifting sea ice, we achieved precise  

guidance and safe surfacing, significantly 
expanding China’s manned submersible 

operational range in polar regions.”
Huang Xiaoxia, a researcher at the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences, commenting on the performance of the Fendouzhe 
submersible vessel during China’s 15th Arctic Ocean Scientific 

Expedition between July and October

PEOPLE & POINTS

Road Running Revolution
Oriental Outlook  
October 16
In recent years, road running—long-distance 
running on paved streets—has transformed 
from a niche pursuit into one of China’s most 
dynamic sports trends. According to a report 
by the Chinese Athletics Association, 749 
road races were held across the country in 
2024, drawing more than 7 million partici-
pants. From the 86 runners who signed up for 
the inaugural Beijing Marathon in 1981 to a 
record 410,000 participants who took part in 

 YOUNG MATHEMATICIAN WINS AWARDS

Wang Hong, a Chinese mathematician, received two prestigious mathematics 
awards in late October, the 2025 Salem Prize and the International Congress of 
Chinese Mathematicians (ICCM) Gold Medal, cementing her status as a rising star 
in the mathematical community.

The Salem Prize, launched by the U.S.-based Institute for Advanced Study, is 
widely regarded as a predictor for the prestigious Fields Medal, with 10 of its 56 
recipients between 1968 and 2024 later winning the Fields Medal. Meanwhile, the 
ICCM Gold Medal is often called the “Chinese Fields Medal.”

The 34-year-old mathematician’s academic journey in-
cludes undergraduate studies at Peking University, followed 
by advanced degrees from France’s École Polytechnique and 
Paris-Saclay University, and a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. She is now a professor at the New York 
University’s Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences.

Liquidize to Localize
Gmw.cn  
November 12
On November 10, Chinese private equity 
firm CPE Yuanfeng said it would form a 
joint venture with Burger King to operate the 
chain’s business in China, in which it will 
hold about 83 percent of the venture’s shares. 
The move is not an isolated case. Just days 
earlier, Starbucks struck a similar deal with 
Boyu Capital, handing up to 60 percent of 
its shares in the country to the Chinese asset 
management firm.

Perhaps the most striking case came in 
2017, when McDonald’s changed its reg-
istered business name in China to “Golden 

Arches,” after selling most of its stake to local 
investors. At the time, the deal was seen as an 
anomaly. Today, however, this kind of joint 
venture has become routine.

Behind these regroupings lies a deeper 
shift. Foreign brands are discovering that 
success in the Chinese market now depends 
on an intimate understanding of Chinese con-
sumers—their fast-changing tastes, regional 
differences and digital habits. 

In this evolving landscape, “local” and 
“global” are no longer opposing forces 
but converging ones. The result is a new 
hybrid business ecosystem—one in which 
the world’s largest consumer market is not 
merely a destination for export, but a force 
reshaping how global brands think, operate 
and compete.
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 “The opening ceremony highlighted the 

charm of the Greater Bay Area, our shared 
roots in folk culture, our common vision 

for the future and the latest technological 
achievements.”

Qiao Wei, chief scriptwriter for the 15th National Games  
opening ceremony, in a China Central Television interview about 

the event’s design philosophy

“Now, we are not only holding the  
desert back but also growing rich  

from it.”
Pan Duozhu, a farmer in Alxa League, Inner Mongolia 

Autonomous Region, telling Xinhua News Agency how the 
cultivation of a prized medicinal plant known as “desert 
ginseng” in the Ulan Buh Desert has brought about both 

ecological and economic benefits 

THIS WEEK

43 races across 40 cities on April 20 this year, 
the sport’s growth has been nothing short of 
extraordinary. 

The boom has also sent ripples far be-
yond the track. Major races draw runners 
from across China and beyond, breathing 
new life into local tourism, hospitality and 
retail. Across Chinese cities, running-centered 
industries have taken root, offering everything 
from athletic gear and marathon training 
courses to health management services. 
Meanwhile, crossover trends such as “music 
runs,” “charity runs” and “rural runs” have 
woven the sport ever more deeply into the 
fabric of leisure, culture and community life.

Hosting a marathon, however, is a 
demanding test of a city’s management prow-
ess—from logistics and medical care to traffic 
control and public communication. As the 
running boom continues, side effects have 
also kicked in: Some races have faced com-
plaints over poor organization and inadequate 
supplies, while others struggle to distinguish 
themselves amid a host of similar events. 

Without stronger safeguards and more 
creative planning, the very enthusiasm that fu-
eled the boom could begin to wear thin. Only 
when cities deliver better infrastructure and 
services and runners reciprocate with civility 
and discipline can road running continue to 
thrive.

 TEENAGE SWIMMER BREAKS ASIAN RECORD

Yu Zidi, a 13-year-old swimmer, made history at the 15th National Games by winning the 
women’s 200-meter individual medley in 2:07.41, breaking the Asian and national records 
previously held by Ye Shiwen since the 2012 London Olympics. With this victory, Yu be-
came the youngest swimmer ever to hold an Asian record.

The prodigy from Baoding, Hebei Province, began swimming at 6 and was quickly 
noted for her exceptional feel for the water and powerful kick. After 
only six years of formal training, she has risen to world-class level.

In 2024, Yu claimed two national titles at China’s Summer 
Swimming Championships. Earlier this year, she reached two in-
dividual finals at the World Aquatics Championships in Singapore, 
and as part of the relay team, became the youngest medalist in the 
competition’s history.

Remote Repair
Guangzhou Daily  
November 5
In a sign of how technology is reshaping 
medicine, a surgeon in Guangzhou has re-
cently performed the world’s first remote 
robot-assisted subretinal injection on a pa-
tient 4,200 km away in Urumqi, capital of 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. The 
procedure relied on a domestically developed 
5G-powered surgical robot, marking China’s 
first successful clinical application of high-
precision, long-distance ophthalmic surgery 
after years of laboratory trials. 

The breakthrough tackles a long-standing 
imbalance in China’s healthcare system. The 
country has one of the world’s largest popula-

tions of visually impaired patients, but advanced 
ophthalmic expertise remains clustered in ma-
jor cities. Once widely adopted, remote surgery 
could help bridge that divide, allowing patients 
in less developed regions to receive top-tier care 
without traveling far from home.

The operation also highlights AI’s ex-
panding role in medicine. Subretinal injections 
require the highest level of precision, which is 
hard to achieve even for the steadiest hands. 
Robot-assisted surgeries remove this limitation 
by providing consistent stability and accuracy. 

Over the past few years, AI has found its 
way into a wide range of healthcare settings, 
from cancer screening and virtual consulta-
tions to critical care and health management. 
Its broad application is making medical ser-
vices not only more efficient, but also more 
equitable.
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