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The Urban Imperative

One of the recommendations made in
October by the Communist Party of China
Central Committee for formulating the 15th
Five-Year Plan for National Economic and
Social Development (2026-30) has attracted
widespread attention among the Chinese
public: “We should continue to tap the full
potential of cities, make a strong push to
advance urban renewal and build people-
centered modern cities that are innovative,
livable, beautiful, resilient, culturally rich
and smart.” The reason for the buzz is the
boom in urban infrastructure construction
the recommendations are expected to bring
and the resulting economic development.

Urban renewal is a core strategy in
China’s ongoing urbanization process. It
transcends mere physical transformation,
representing a comprehensive process es-
sential for building sustainable cities of the
future.

China’s urban population reached 67
percent of the total at the end of 2024, with
urban development shifting from the stage
of large-scale incremental expansion to the
stage of improving the quality and efficien-
cy of existing resources. But many Chinese
cities, especially those that have expanded
rapidly, are confronted with severe urban
challenges, such as aging infrastructure,
outdated water supply, drainage, gas and
electricity networks, poor roads, and sub-
standard living conditions. Old residential

communities lack modern facilities, parking
spaces, elevators and green spaces. Urban
renewal aims to alleviate these problems,
enhancing the carrying capacity of cities
and making them more livable.

Urban renewal is also a crucial engine
for stimulating domestic demand and
promoting economic growth. Renewal
projects will drive huge private investment
in multiple industries such as construction,
building materials, design and real estate,
thus stimulating investment. In addition, by
renovating old factories and neighborhoods,
new business forms including cultural and
creative industries, technology and tour-
ism can be introduced to achieve industrial
upgrading and cultivate new drivers of
growth.

However, improving people’s wellbe-
ing and enhancing their sense of happiness
and fulfillment are the core goals of urban
renewal in China. Renovating or replacing
dilapidated or old buildings, installing ele-
vators and improving kitchen and bathroom
facilities can directly enhance people’s qual-
ity of life. In areas under renewal, elderly
care, child care, medical care, education
and community service facilities will be
upgraded to improve public services. The
optimization of community environments
and the expansion of community spaces
will lead to greater community cohesion
and social harmony. BR
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THIS WEEK

URGENT MISSION
ACCOMPLISHED

China’s Shenzhou-22 spaceship docks with the Tiangong space station on November 25. Originally scheduled for launch in
April 2026, the Shenzhou-22 was sent as a return vehicle for the astronauts currently in the space station, after Shenzhou-20
suffered damage suspected to have resulted from a collision with space debris and its crew returned to Earth on Shenzhou-21.
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Aircraft Maintnance

Staff of the Grand China Aviation Maintenance Co. Ltd., a subsidiary of Hainan Airlines Group, perform
maintenance on an aircraft at the Hainan Free Trade Port One-Stop Aircraft Maintenance Base in Haikou,

Hainan Province, on November 21.

Domestic Violence

The Supreme People’s
Procuratorate (SPP), China’s
top procuratorate, said on
November 25 more than 500
defendants in domestic vio-
lence criminal cases have been
sentenced to life imprisonment
or more severe penalties over
the past five years.

Chinese prosecutors have
stepped up supervision over the
handling of domestic violence
cases to protect women'’s
rights and interests. Since 2021,
Chinese procuratorial agen-
cies have approved the arrest
of more than 2,800 suspects
involved in relevant crimes and
have prosecuted more than
3,400, according to the SPP.

“Domestic violence is not
only an infringement on the
legitimate rights and interests
of family members, but is also
harmful to social order and
public interests,” Ge Xiaoyan,

4 BEIJING REVIEW DECEMBER 4, 2025

Deputy Procurator-General of
the SPP, said.

The SPP pledged greater
efforts to punish criminal offenses
against women in accordance with
the law. It also vowed to carmy out
regular crackdowns on the traffick-
ing of women and seriously punish
sexual assault crimes.

China revised the Law on
the Protection of Rights and
Interests of Women and put it
into force on January 1,2023,
protecting women in a wide
range of areas, including gen-
der equality, employment and
maternity insurance.

Curbing Tax Evasion

The Supreme People’s Court
(SPQ), China’s top court, has
reiterated the importance

of cracking down on crimes
related to tax collection and
management, calling for stron-
ger judicial efforts to safequard
national tax revenues and

maintain market order.

The SPC released eight
notable tax-related cases on
November 24, emphasizing
the need to reinforce tax
compliance and guide lawful
tax practices through judicial
measures. It urged courts na-
tionwide to focus on combating
the use of dual contracts for tax
evasion purposes and the profi-
teering from reselling invoices
through online platforms.

Yin and yang contracts, or
dual contracts, involve produc-
ing two documents for the same
agreement. One reflects the
parties’ true intentions, while the
other lists a lower amount to be
submitted to tax authorities.

In March 2024, the SPC
and the SPP declared these
contracts to be a tax evasion
method in a judicial interpreta-
tion aimed at helping judges
and prosecutors address in-
creasingly covert and difficult
to detect illegal practices.

Science Forum

The Greater Bay Area Science
Forum 2025 will be held in
Guangdong Province and
Hong Kong and Macao special
administrative regions between
December 6 and 8 in a bid to
advance the building of an
international scientific and tech-
nological innovation hub in the
region. The Greater Bay Area

is a city cluster encompassing
nine cities in Guangdong and
Hong Kong and Macao special
administrative regions.

The opening ceremony
will take place at the Nansha
International Convention and
Exhibition Center in Guangzhou
on December 7, gathering high-
ranking officials and prominent
representatives from the
business and academic fields
from home and abroad, Guo
Yile, Deputy Secretary-General
of the Guangdong Provincial
Government, said.

Sub-forums will be held
in Guangzhou, Shenzhen,
Yangjiang, and Huizhou in
Guangdong and in Hong
Kong and Macao, focusing on
emerging and future industry
technologies, Guo said at a
news conference in Guangzhou
on November 26.

During the forum, the
Chinese Academy of Sciences
will deliver a report on the
performance of the major
scientific and technological in-
frastructure it has jointly built in
Guangdong, Ren Hai, Director
of the academy’s Guangzhou
branch, said.

Ice Building

The annual construction of the
world’s largest ice-and-snow
theme park, Harbin lce-Snow
World, began in Harbin, capital
of Heilongjiang Province, on
November 25.

Work on the park, which is

http://www.bjreview.com
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set to span a record 1.2 million
square meters this winter, began
three days earlier than last year.
About 10,000 workers will use
some 200,000 cubic meters of
ice stored for over 10 months for
building the ice sculptures and
buildings, as rivers have not yet
fully frozen this winter, according
to Cong Peiyu, Director of the
design and development depart-
ment of Harbin Ice-Snow World
Co. Ltd.

The early start and use
of reserved ice will help the
park open as scheduled in late
December, Cong said.

The park drew more than
3.56 million guests over its
68-day operation during
last season, which ran from
December 21,2024 to February
26 this year.

Harbin, often called China’s
“ice city,” has turned its long,
cold winters into a major tourist
attraction. Last winter, the city
welcomed a record 90.36 mil-
lion visitors, generating 137.22
billion yuan ($19 billion) in
revenue, a 16.6-percent increase
year on year.

Giant Panda
Population

China’s population of
captive giant pandas has
nearly doubled over the past

decade, reaching 808, head

of the National Forestry and
Grassland Administration, Liu
Guohong, said on November 21.

This growth has established
a sustainable breeding group for
the species, Liu said at the Global
Panda Partners Conference
2025 held in Chengdu,
capital of Sichuan Province, from
November 20 to 22.

The population represents
a significant rise from the 422
recorded in late 2015. Liu at-
tributed the growth to improved
breeding research, including
establishing a national innova-
tion alliance for giant Panda
conservation, which pools
resources for the study of key
issues such as genetic diversity.

China has improved the
protection of giant panda
habitats. Seventy-three isolated
nature reserves were integrated
into the Giant Panda National
Park, which covers 22,000
square km.

Known as the “hometown
of giant pandas,” Sichuan has
the largest panda habitat in the
world and is home to over 70
percent of China’s wild giant
panda population.

College Graduates

The Ministry of Education said
on November 20 the total
number of college graduates

A Flourishing Industry

Aworker sorts potted flowers at a smart agriculture demonstration park

in Xingging District of Yinchuan, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, on
November 25. In recent years, the district has leveraged its abundant
sunshine to develop the floriculture industry, creating jobs for local farmers.

nationwide in 2026 is estimated
to be around 12.7 million, which
will mean a surge of 480,000
from 2025.

In light of the situation, the
ministry has arranged localities
and higher education institutions
to launch a specific campaign
on improving the quality and
expanding the scale of employ-
ment for college graduates in
2026.

To advance the high-quality
and full employment of the
graduates, the campaign focuses
on efforts such as supporting

entrepreneurship to drive
employment, deepening the
integration of industries and
education to further align sup-
ply and demand and ensuring
support for needy groups
through targeted assistance, the
ministry said.

Since the start of the autumn
semester this year, more than 12
million job opportunities have
been gathered and offered to
graduates via a series of campus
recruitment activities carried out
by universities across the coun-
try, according to the ministry.

http://www.bjreview.com

World Hello Day

Students show greeting cards made to celebrate the World Hello Day,
which falls on November 21 each year, at a primary school in Qingdao,

Shandong Province, on November 20.
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Green Electricity

Certificates

China issued 370 million green
electricity certificates in October,
bringing its total issuance in the
first 10 months of 2025 to 2.478
billion, official data showed on
November 25.

Of the certificates issued in
October, 158 million were classi-
fied as tradable, accounting for
42.61 percent of the month's total,
according to the National Energy
Administration (NEA).

Green electricity is electricity
generated from renewable energy
sources such as wind, solar or
biomass power.

Trading activity remained
robust in October, with 66.7 mil-
lion certificates changing hands
nationwide. The cumulative trading
volume for the January-October
period was 596 million.

China introduced the green
electricity certificate system as a
pilot program in 2017. In December
2023, the NEA issued an initial
batch of certificates.

The country has built the

world's largest clean power system
and carbon trading market, and its
green industries continue to grow,
according to the administration.

Civil Aviation

The civil aviation industry recorded
a year-on-year increase of over 20
percent in both intemational pas-
senger and cargo trafficin October.

The country’s monthly air
cargo and mail throughput sur-
passed 900,000 tons for the first
time in history, data from the Civil
Aviation Administration of China
revealed on November 25.

In October, the total transport
tumover of the industry reached
14.6 billion ton-km (the weight of
the goods transported in tons mul-
tiplied by the distance traveled in
km), up 10.8 percent year on year.

The volume of passenger
transport hit 67.84 million, increas-
ing 5.8 percent from the same
period last year, and the volume of
cargo and mail transport grew 134
percent to about 917,000 tons.

In the first 10 months, the
industry’s total transport tumover
increased 103 percent year on year

to0 136,63 billion ton-km. Some 650
million passenger trips were made
during the period, up 5.3 percent
year on year, while cargo and mail
transport volume rose 139 percent
to 8.31 million tons.

Emerging Industries

China will start building national
emerging industry development
demonstration bases, with the goal
of establishing about 100 industrial
park demonstration bases and
1,000 enterprise-type demonstra-
tion bases by 2035, according to
aircular released by the Ministry
of Industry and Information
Technology.

Per the circular, the construc-
tion of demonstration bases will
align with national development
strategies for 2035 and the 15th
Five-Year Plan (2026-30) period,
with a focus on key emerging
sectors such as next-generation
information technology, new energy,
new materials, biology, high-end
equipment intelligent connected
new-energy vehides, low-altitude
equipmentand aerospace, and the
green and environmental protection

industries.

Industrial park demonstration
bases will aim to promote the
clustered, large-scale and high-
end development of leading
industries, strengthen the supply of
key generic technologies, enhance
the transformation and industrial
application of sci-tech achieve-
ments, and explore management
approaches suited to emerging
industries.

Demonstration enterprises will
focus on strengthening product
development, tackling key and
core technologies and achieving
breakthroughs in major original
innovations. They will also work
to foster new business forms and
models, and promote innovation in
application scenarios, according to
the ministry.

Carbon Market

Expansion

The national carbon marketwill
cover all majorindustrial emitters by
2027 amid China’s efforts to leverage
market mechanisms for greenand
low-carbon transition, according

NUMBERS

Foreign direct investment (FDI) in January-November
(All growth rates are y.o.y., $1=7.07 yuan as of November 27)

Paid-in FDI in the Chinese mainland

Total

Down

10.3%
EEEN
EEEE
| .

621.93 bin yuan

FDI in the Chinese mainland from

Switzerland The United Arab Emirates  The United Kingdom
Up Up
132% 171%

53,782 new foreign-invested companies

Up
14.7%
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to the Ministry of Ecology and
Environment (MEBE.

In October, the 20th
Communist Party of China Central
Committee adopted the recom-
mendations for formulating the
country’s 15th Five-Year Plan, laying
out priorities including to expand
the China Carbon Emission Trade
Exchange to cover more sectors.
The MEE has already launched
preparatory work to include the
chemical, petrochemical, civil
aviation and paper manufacturing
sectors.

For the steel, cement and
aluminum smelting industries,
which were added to the market
in March, the MEE recently issued
quota allocation plans for 2024
and 2025.

Key emitters in these newly
added sectors must complete their
quota compliance for 2024 by the
end of this year. Quotas for 2025
will be pre-allocated in the first half
of next year, with compliance due
by the end of 2026.

Xia Yingxian, an official with the
ministry, said the expansion would
enforce emission reduction

responsibilities and drive invest-
mentin low-carbon technologies.

The MEE plans to expand
coverage gradually, adding
new industries only when they
meet strict data and emissions
standards.

Installed Power
Capacity

China’s total installed power-
generating capacity reached 375
billion kilowatts (kw) by the end of
October, rising 173 percent year
on year, official data showed on
November 24.

Solar power capacity continued
to drive the expansion, jumping
438 percent year on year to 114 bil-
lion kw. Wind power capacity also
posted strong growth, increasing
21.4 percent to 590 million kw, ac-
cording to the NEA.

By the end of September,
China’s installed renewable energy
capacity had reached nearly 2.2
billion kw, accounting for approxi-
mately 5911 percent of the country’s
total installed power capacity,
earlier NEA data showed.

The country has built the
world's largest renewable energy
system. In the first four years of
the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25)
period, China’s energy consump-
tion per unit of GDP dropped by a
cumulative 116 percent. China has
vowed to accelerate green transi-
tion across the board and build a
Beautiful China in the coming five
years.

China’s electricity consump-
tion, a key barometer of economic
activity, rose 10.4 percent year on
year in October to 8572 billion
kw-hours, according to NEA data
released on November 21.

Power consumed by the over-
all industrial sector rose 6.4 percent
year on year, while the tertiary
sector saw a 17.1 percent increase.
Residents’ electricity consumption
totaled 1155 billion kw-hours, up
239 percent year on year.

From January to October,
China’s total power use climbed 51
percent to about 8.62 trillion kw-
hours.

Rural Banks
Small and medium-sized banks

inrural areas have seen steady
expansion in scale, with their overall
growth becoming more stable

and sound, according to a report
recently released by the China
Banking Association.

As of the end of 2024, their to-
tal assets and liabilities had reached
57.91 trillion yuan ($82 trillion) and
53.69 trillion yuan ($7.6 trillion), up
6.06 percent and 6.02 percent year
on year, respectively, the report
shows.

Outstanding loans at these
banking institutions accounted for
more than 55 percent of their total
assets by the end of last year, with
their credit business continuing to
focus on the real economy, accord-
ing to the report

The reportindicates that rural
small and medium-sized banks
are embracing multiple strategic
opportunities, such as rural
revitalization, coordinated regional
development and upgrading
consumer spending. They are also
confronting practical challenges,
including intensifying market
competition and lagging digital
transformation.

FDI in the Chinese mainland into

hi-tech sector
192.52 billion yuan

& =10 billion yuan

CEECEELLE
CEECEEEEE

&4
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manufacturing sector
161.91 billion yuan

=10 billion yuan

(Source: Ministry of Commerce)
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GREECE MEXICO

Actress Mary Mina, in the role of an Children and adolescents perform in their
ancient Greek High Priestess, lights the native languages at Zocalo Square
flame during the dress rehearsal of the in Mexico City on November 22 to celebrate

Olympic flame lighting ceremony for the “Yoltlajtoli: Living Voices” Indigenous
the Milan-Cortina 2026 Winter Olympic Community Cultures Festival
Games in Ancient Olympia
on November 24

PAKISTAN

Rescuers work at the site of a chemical factory explosion in
Faisalabad, Punjab Province, on November 21. Earlier that day,
12 people were killed and scores of others injured when a boiler
exploded at the factory, located in a residential area

8 BEIIING REVIEW DECEMBER 4, 2025 http://www.bjreview.com
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BAHRAIN

Visitors try perfumes at the Scent Arabia exhibition in Manama
on November 25. The exhibition, which ran through
November 29, featured over 100 brands from the Gulf
countries and beyond

AHZ

THAILAND

Aman wades through floodwatersin a
suburb of Hat Yai, Songkhla Province,
on November 25. The monsoon-driven
floods have impacted nine provinces
in the southem region, affecting
millions of people

@
INDONESIA

Ash spews from Mount Semeruin
Lumajang Regency, East Java, on
November 19. The eruption prompted
the country's volcanology agency to
raise the alert level to the maximum
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0 DESIGNER BEHIND POPULAR MASCOTS

Liu Pingyun, a professor at the Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, was the cre-
ative force behind the hugely popular mascots for the 15th National Games, held in
November in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA).
The mascots, named Xi Yangyang and Le Rongrong, are based on the Chinese
white dolphin, an ecological icon of the GBA. The design team, led by Liu, intro-
duced innovative pink and white color schemes.

From Playgrounds to

Python

Gmw.cn

November 24

Given the spread of Al in recent years, a par-
allel industry of after-school coding classes
has sprung up to meet surging demand for
tech-related skills. Yet parts of this new
market have developed in curious—and trou-
bling—ways. Some classes now pitch coding
not as a tool for creativity or problem-solving,
but as a supposed fast track to elite universi-
ties, boasting that certificates and medals
in coding competitions offer decisive

“Thisis the first time China has contextualized
the two battlefields within a single exhibition
space, underscoring the united anti-fascist
spirit of people across the world.”
Zhao Jiaojian, planner of an exhibition honoring shared Chinese and

Spanish anti-fascist fight in Beijing, commenting
on this ongoing event

10 BEIING REVIEW DECEMBER 4, 2025

“We observed that the skin of a Chinese white dolphin turns
pink when it’s physically active due to increased blood flow, so we
incorporated this into our design,” Liu explained.

Liu’s team also designed the Games’ emblem, featuring inter-
locked petals representing the three host regions. He was the lead
executive designer of Bing Dwen Dwen, one of the two Beijing
2022 Winter Olympics mascots.

advantages in college applications. In
doing so, they recast programming as a ve-
hicle for peer pressure.

Children who are too young are pushed
into coding drills they cannot digest and
those in early primary grades are handed
languages far beyond their grasp. The re-
sult is predictable: frustration, resistance
and a quick extinguishing of curiosity.

The sector itself remains uneven, with
copied curricula, inconsistent teaching qual-
ity and little oversight. Bringing order to the
market will require clearer national standards
on course design, teacher qualifications and
marketing practices. For parents, a calmer
perspective may help: Coding is a useful skill,
but hardly a golden pass to success.

gt

e LT

Sports Mean Business

Oriental Outlook
November 13

China’s tourism scene is undergoing a subtle
yet profound transformation. Travelers are
moving beyond passive spectating to seeking
experiences that combine sports, culture and
natural sightseeing. Once a niche segment,
sports tourism is now entering the main-
stream. According to a 2023-24 report by the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, the
global sports tourism market has been grow-
ing at roughly 15 percent annually, while
China’s domestic sector is expanding at 30-
40 percent per year.

“The modern society that we are
living in did not emerge out of
nowhere. Instead, it grew from the

deep soil of our traditional culture.”

Jin Minging, head of the Institute of Contemporary
China Studies at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
during the Global South Modernization Forumin Beijing

on November 21

http://www.bjreview.com
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The trend has prompted many tradi-
tional scenic areas to rethink their operations.
‘Wugong Mountain in Jiangxi Province, for
instance, has reinvented itself as a hub for
outdoor sports, offering hiking trails, highland
football fields, rafting courses and a range of
camping facilities. In many regions, sports
tourism is also driving rural revitalization.
In Shiwo, a village in Sichuan Province that
houses a popular ice and snow scenic area,
more than 150 of its 500 residents have be-
come certified mountain guides. During the
climbing season, guides can earn up to 8,000
yuan ($1,100) per month, boosting the vil-
lage’s average annual income by roughly 30
percent.

The boom is even feeding into manufac-
turing. One classic example is Zhangjiakou,
co-host of the 2022 Winter Olympics, which
has developed into a hub for both skiing
destinations and snow sports equipment man-
ufacturing, producing everything from cable
car systems to carbon fiber skis.

Yet this rapid expansion is exposing a
serious talent gap. With only a handful of uni-
versity programs dedicated to sports tourism,
the industry struggles with a dire shortage of
trained managers, venue operators and other
specialized professionals. As the sector ma-
tures, closing this skills gap will be critical —
not only to keep pace with rising demand
but also to ensure that China’s sports tourism
boom remains sustainable.

“Based on China’s own development needs,

Work Without Barriers

Ce.cn

November 26

In Chengdu, many passengers have re-
cently noticed a rising number of ride-
hailing drivers with hearing impairments.
This is part of a wider shift, where more
and more people with disabilities are
increasingly integrated into the coun-
try’s workforce. According to the China
Disabled Persons’ Federation, by the
end of 2024, 9.14 million work-eligible
people with disabilities were employed
nationwide, an increase of 512,000 from
the previous year. The figures highlight not
only the ability of people with disabilities to

(/) YOUNGEST CAS MEMBER

realize their potential through work, but
also society’s expanding support for in-
clusive employment.

In recent years, local governments across
China have introduced dedicated programs
to help disabled residents find work, offering
full-chain support ranging from skills training
to professional certification. A national three-
year action plan for 2025-27, issued earlier
this year, requires governments at all
levels to prioritize employment for people
with disabilities.

The engagement of companies is also
crucial. Employers are encouraged to
recognize employees with disabilities as
equal participants in the workforce, en-
sure their rights and design roles suited to
their abilities.

With the announcement of the 2025 election results on November 21, Liu Ruochuan, 44,
became the first Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) member born in the 1980s.

CAS membership is China’s highest academic accolade in science and technology.
Liu, a professor at Peking University, earned the distinction for his groundbreaking work
in arithmetic geometry and algebraic number theory. His research in number theory, a core
branch of fundamental mathematics, provides crucial theoretical sup-

port for cryptography and Al

A gold medalist at the 40th International Mathematical
Olympiad in 1999, Liu obtained his bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees from Peking University and his Ph.D. from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 2008. He returned to teach at Peking
University in 2012 after postdoctoral research in France.

emphasizing balanced import-export

development aims to drive domestic

consumption upgrading and industrial

transformation through imports and share

development opportunities with
trade partners.”

Chen Hongna, an associate researcher at the Development Research
Center of the State Council, in a recent interview with
Xinhua News Agency

http://www.bjreview.com

“This shattered the conventional
understanding that
macromolecules cannot penetrate

the skin barrier.”

Shen Youqing, a professor at the College of Chemical
and Biological Engineering at Zhejiang University,
speaking about a new technology developed by his
team that can achieve non-invasive delivery of insulin
for diabetes patients through skin
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