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A Foundation of Fairness

Since becoming general secretary of
the Communist Party of China Central
Committee in 2012, Xi Jinping has given
top priority to the rule of law. In improv-
ing China’s legal systems and rigorously
exercising law-based governance, he has
put forward a series of new ideas, new
thinking and new strategies as guides
to action, giving shape to Xi Jinping
Thought on the Rule of Law.

Five years ago, the Central
Conference on Law-Based Governance
proposed Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule
of Law for the first time and elaborated
on it with the following 11 points:

e upholding overall Party leadership in
law-based governance;

e upholding a people-centered
approach;

e upholding the rule of law under
socialism with Chinese characteristics;

e upholding Constitution-based
governance and exercise of state power;

e upholding the rule of law in modern-
izing the state system and capacity for
governance;

e developing a system of socialist rule
of law with Chinese characteristics;

e pursuing coordinated progress in law-
based governance, exercise of state power
and government administration, and inte-
grating the rule of law for the country, the
government and society;

e ensuring sound lawmaking, strict law
enforcement, impartial administration of
justice and the observance of law by all;

e taking a coordinated approach to the
rule of law at home and in matters involv-
ing foreign parties;

e developing a force of high-caliber
legal personnel with moral integrity and
professional competence; and

e making sure that leading officials,
though small in number, play a key role
in implementing the rule of law.

Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule
of Law is an important component of
Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era,
a philosophy that encapsulates President
Xi’s vision for China’s governance. It
serves as the fundamental guideline for
implementing the rule of law across all
fields.

China aims to largely complete the
building of a law-based country, govern-
ment and society by 2035. Therefore, it
is necessary to accelerate the improve-
ment of socialist rule of law with Chinese
characteristics and the establishment
of systems to ensure it’s put into ef-
fect and oversee its implementation.
A well-defined system of Party rules
and regulations must also be in place to
strengthen the CPC’s self-governance and
ensure it can always lead by example. BR
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THIS WEEK

DUTY-FREE DEBUT

Customers browse duty free products at the newly opened Xi’an Downtown Duty Free Shop in Xi’an, Shaanxi Province,
on November 26 —the first downtown duty-free shop in northwest China. Eligibility for duty-free discounts extends to
individuals holding valid entry and/or exit documents, provided they have purchased outbound flight or cruise tickets
within the following 60 days.
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New Home, New Life

A flood-affected family moves into their new home at a resettlement site in Maliantan Village of Mapo Town in
Yuzhong County, Gansu Province, on December 1. The county was hit by mountain torrents triggered by torrential
rains this August. According to a reconstruction plan made by the local government, six resettlemnent sites for 325
famnilies are under construction and disaster-affected people are moving into new homes in batches.

Average Life
Expectancy

China’s average life expectancy
reached 79 yearsin 2024, ac-
cording to a report released on
December 2 by the National Health
Commission.

China’s 2024 health statistics
bulletin highlighted continued
improvements in both maternal
and child health, with matemal
deaths falling to 143 per100,000
and infant deaths dropping to 4 per
1,000.

China’s healthcare resources
continued to grow steadily. By
the end of 2024, the country had
1,093,551 medical and health insti-
tutions, an increase of 22,766 from
the previous year. The number of
health professionals reached 13.02
million, 531,000 more than in 2023.

The report also revealed that
China’s medical institutions had
handled 1015 billion patient visits
in 2024, an increase of 600 million
from the previous year, reflecting
both expanded service capacity
and improved efficiency.

4 BEIJING REVIEW DECEMBER 11,2025

Progress, notably, was made
in controlling medical costs. The
average hospital inpatient stay cost
9,870 yuan ($1394) in 2024, down
43 percent from 2023 at current
prices and 45 percent after adjust-
ing for inflation. Outpatient visits
averaged 361 yuan ($5) last year,
falling 02 percent at current prices
and 04 percentin real terms.

AIDS Prevention

The overall prevalence of AIDS
remains at a low level in China,
with transmission through blood
transfusion largely curbed, and
mother-to-child and drug-injection
transmission effectively con-
trolled, according to the National
Disease Control and Prevention
Administration.

December1is World AIDS Day.
On the occasion, Xia Gang, deputy
director of the administration, said
that China has made progress
in AIDS control and treatment
through 40 years of persistent
effort, with both treatment coverage
and virus inhibition rates exceeding
95 percent.

With an improved prevention
and treatment system, upgraded
technical methods, and more
accessible and convenient services,
the mortality rate has decreased by
86 percent since 2003, Xia noted.

An AIDS prevention and
treatment plan for the 2024-30
period set the goals of bringing
the overall infection rate below
0.2 percent in China by 2030, and
ensuring that over 95 percent of
those infected are diagnosed and
aware of their infections in a timely
manner.

Civil Service Exam

On November 30, China held its
first national civil service examina-
tion since raising the maximum age
of eligibility from 35 to 38 and to 43
for holders of master's and doctoral
degrees.

More than 3.7 million people
took the annual exam in a bid to
secure positions with the country’s
central authorities and their
branches, roughly 98 applicants
per available post. Approximately
70 percent of these vacancies are

VNHNIX

reserved for fresh college gradu-

ates, according to authorities.

Removing Fire

Hazards

The State Council Work Safety
Committee has issued a circular
requesting inspections of the
country’s high-rise buildings

to identify and remove major

fire hazards, the Ministry of
Emergency Management said on
November 29.

High-rise buildings undergo-
ing exterior or interior renovation
orinterior decoration will be exam-
ined in particular to strengthen fire
safety management and safequard
lives and property.

According to the ministry,
inspections will be made to identify
and weed out flammable and com-
bustible materials used for exterior
wall insulation systems, and pro-
hibited materials such as bamboo
(wood) scaffolding and non-flame-
retardant safety nets, and to ensure
firefighting facilities and equipment
such as fire hydrants, automatic
sprinklers and fire alarms are in
place.

All regions are requested to
organize enterprises and institu-
tions to conduct comprehensive
self-inspections, and competent
govemment departments should
also conduct spot checks. Forany
identified safety hazards, immedi-
ate rectification measures should
be taken, according to the ministry.

Tackling Wage
Arrears

The Supreme People’s
Procuratorate (SPP) has released
aircular to launch a targeted
campaign against arrears of wages
for migrant workers and other dis-
advantaged groups, Xinhua News
Agency reported on November 28.
Per the circular, procurato-
rial authorities nationwide should
combat the malicious practice of

http://www.bjreview.com
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wage arrears in accordance with the
law and hand down corresponding
penalties in a strict manner.

Efforts to help migrant workers
in need recover theirincome arrears
should be sustained throughout
the whole campaign to ensure
that they are paid in a prioritized,
prompt and full manner, according
to the circular.

It also urged redoubling sup-
port for migrant workers in need
to press prosecutions in court and
enhancing oversight on industries
such as construction, online order
delivery and public sanitation,
where arrears of wages occur most
frequently.

The circular also specified
efforts to facilitate negotiations and
settlement between enterprises and
migrant workers where possible,
and proactively provide legal aid
for those in need.

Sturgeon Breeding

China has for the first time success-
fully bred a third filial generation
of Chinese sturgeon entirely
through artificial propagation,
the China Three Gorges Corp.
(CTGC) announced on November
27, marking a significant stage in
the conservation and large-scale
breeding of this rare species.

The third filial generation

sturgeon were recently bom at
CTGC's Yangtze River Rare Fish
Conservation Center. The parent
fish involved—a 13-year-old fe-
male and 14-year-old male—were
second filial generation sturgeon
cultivated by the corporation’s
Yangtze River Biodiversity Research
Center.

To ensure breeding quality,
researchers began a strict selection
process early this year, as well as
months of nutritional enhancement
and environmental simulation.
Artificial induction and fertilization
were conducted on November 6
and 7, during the optimal breed-
ing period. Monitoring showed a
fertilization rate of over 95 percent.
After five days of incubation,
approximately 112,000 fry were
obtained.

Endemic to China, the Chinese
sturgeon is a rare migratory fish
and one of the most primitive
extant species, often described as a
“living fossil” The first filial genera-
tion of Chinese sturgeon was bred
from wild parent fish in the 1980s,
producing the second filial genera-
tion successfully in 2009.

New Cultural Relics

Xizang Autonomous Region has
discovered 3346 new cultural relic
sites during the second phase of

3‘-:‘.1 BN ot o o o ey

Duty-Free Shopping

Customers shop at a duty-free shopping mall in Sanya, Hainan Province,
on November 30. Haikou Customs supervised a total of 2.38 billion yuan
($337 million) in duty-free sales from November1to 30, the first month
after the implementation of the expanded offshore duty-free policy, up 271

percent year on year.

the fourth national cultural relics
census, raising the region’s total
to 7,623, its regional cultural relics
bureau said on November 27.

The survey, which beganin
April 2024, covered all county-
level units across Xizang. The relics
discovered at the highest altitude
were rock paintings found in Sagya
County, located at an altitude of
5304 meters.

Newly documented relics
include ancient tombs, architecture,
cave temples, stone carvings and
modem historical sites. Special
investigations were also conducted
in 21 border counties—adding 254
relics related to territorial defense
and the garrisoning of borders.

Authorities plan to expand
efforts to document relics in ancient
urban areas.

http://www.bjreview.com

Pet Economy

A staff member assembles a pet home at the
showroom of Caoxian Penghui Crafts Co. Ltd.

in Caoxian County, Shandong Province, on
November 28. Caoxian has established a complete
industrial chain covering pet home fumishings,
food and apparel.
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Increasing Liquidity
The People’s Bank of China (PBC),
the country’s central bank, injected
1trillion yuan ($141 billion) through
its medium-term lending facility
(MLP) in November and withdrew
900 billion yuan ($127 billion),
resulting in a net injection of 100
billion yuan ($14 billion), it said in a
statement on December 2.

The MLF tool was introduced
in 2014 to help commercial and
policy banks maintain liquidity
by allowing them to borrow from
the PBC, using securities as
collateral

In addition to the MLF opera-
tions, the PBC also reported that its
open market trading of treasury
bonds had yielded a netinjection of
50 billion yuan ($7 billion), and that
central treasury cash management
operations contributed a net injec-
tion of 80 billion yuan ($11 billion).

Through seven-day reverse
repo operations, the central bank
injected 48 tillion yuan ($679 bil-
lion) through these agreements but
withdrew 536 trillion yuan ($758 bil-
lion), resulting in a net withdrawal of
about 556 billion yuan ($78 billion).

Areverse repo is a process in
which the central bank purchases
securities from commercial banks
through a bidding process, with an
agreement to sell them back in the
future.

Al Models

Chinese Al startup DeepSeek
officially released two new models
on December —DeepSeek-V32
and its high-compute variant,
DeepSeek-V32-Spediale.

By implementing a robust rein-
forcement leaming protocol and
scaling post-training computation,
DeepSeek-V32 performs compa-
rably to GPT-5, according to the
company. The Al model balances
high computational efficiency while
maintaining superior reasoning
and agent performance.

Competition among leading
global tech companies in the Al
model arena is intensifying. In
August, US. tech firm OpenAl
launched its flagship model, GPT-
5, describing it as its smartest and
fastest model to date. And in
November, Google released its
latest Al system, Gemini-3.0-Pro.

The high-compute DeepSeek-
V32-Speciale surpasses GPT-5
and exhibits reasoning proficiency
comparable to Gemini-3.0-Pro,
according to a technical report that
was released by the company.

Akey technical breakthrough
is the DeepSeek Sparse Attention
mechanism, which substantially
reduces computational complexity
while preserving model perfor-
mance in long-context scenarios.

Founded in July 2023,
DeepSeek focuses on the research
and development of large lan-
guage models and multimodal Al
technologies.

Container
Throughput

The annual container throughput
of the Ningbo-Zhoushan Portin
Zhejiang Province surpassed 40
million twenty-foot equivalent
units (TEUs) for the first ime on
December 2, marking a new mile-
stone for the world's busiest portin
terms of cargo throughput.
According to Zhejiang Seaport
Group, the Ningbo-Zhoushan Port
has ranked first globally in annual

cargo throughput for 16 consecutive
years. Despite being a late starter

in container operations, its growth
has accelerated significantly—its
annual container throughput rose
from 10 million TEUs to 20 millionin
seven years, and then jumped to 30
million in the space of only six years,
before surging to 40 million in just
four years.

The Ningbo-Zhoushan Port
has built an extensive maritime net-
work, with more than 300 container
shipping routes linking over 600
ports in more than 200 countries
and regions. It now operates over
210 berths for ships of 10,000 tons
or above, including more than 135
berths for vessels over 50,000 tons,
making it one of the world's top
ports in terms of large and ultra-

large deep-water berth capacity.

Embodied
Intelligence

China is working to ensure the
sound, orderly development

of the embodied intelligence
industry, according to the National
Development and Reform
Commission (NDRC), the country’s
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top economic planner.

The industry—exemplified by
humanoid robots—is experiencing
rapid expansion in China, NDRC
spokesperson Li Chao told a press
conference on November 27. “At
the same time, humanoid robots
have yet to fully mature in terms of
technological pathways, business
models and application scenarios,”
she said.

Li noted that China is home
to a growing roster of over 150
humanoid robot companies, more
than half of which are startups or
cross-sector entrants.

To provide sound guidance for
the embodied intelligence industry,
the NDRC is working with related
departments to strengthen policy
support, accelerate technological
breakthroughs and advance the
application of research outcomes,
the spokesperson said.

She said the commission will
work to establish industry standards
and evaluation systems while im-
proving entry and exit mechanisms
for the sector, aiming to foster a fair
competition market environment.

Efforts will also be made

to develop infrastructure for
embodied intelligence, promote
the nationwide integration of
related technologies and industry
resources, and expedite real-life ap-
plications, Li added.

The market scale of China’s
embodied intelligence industry is
expected to reach 400 billion yuan
($56 billion) in 2030 and exceed1
trillion yuan ($141 billion) in 2035,
according to a report from the
Development Research Center of
the State Council, China’s highest
state administrative organ.

Smart Factories

China has built more than 7,000
advanced smart factories and
become the world’s largest base for
the application of intelligent manu-
facturing, the Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology
announced on November 27.

Xin Guobin, Vice Minister
of Industry and Information
Technology, revealed the data in his
speech at the 2025 World Intelligent
Manufacturing Conference held
from November 27to 29 in Nanjing,
Jiangsu Province.

In 2024, China conducted a
gradient (progressive) cultivation
campaign for the country’s smart
factories. The government has
dlassified smart factories into
four tiers based on technologjical
maturity and integration depth,
namely basic-level, advanced-
level, excellence-level and
pioneer-level

According to Xin, through
sector-specific measures and a gra-
dient cultivation approach, China
has also established over 500
excellence-level and 15 pioneer-
level smart factories.

Xin said China has developed a
global supply capacity for system-
atic solutions. The industrial scale of
China’s intelligent manufacturing
equipment, industrial software and
systematic solutions has exceeded
45 trillion yuan ($635 billion).

Suppliers of intelligent manu-
facturing systematic solutions in
sectors such as complete vehicles,
power batteries and petrochemicals
are accelerating their global expan-
sion, with service networks covering
major manufacturing regions
worldwide.

Industrial Profits

Profits of China’s major industrial
firms grew 1.9 percent year on

year in the first 10 months of 2025,
extending a solid recovery that has
continued for three consecutive
months since August, official data
showed on November 27.

Industrial firms with an annual
main business revenue of at least
20 million yuan ($2.8 million) saw
their combined profits total 5.95 tril-
lion yuan ($842 billion) during the
January-October period, according
to the National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS).

NBS statistician Yu Weining
attributed the steady improvement
to efforts to strengthen the do-
mestic economy and improve the
interplay between domestic and
international economic flows, which
helped stabilize industrial profit
growth and advance high-quality
industrial development.

Industrial revenues continued
to expand, with major industrial
firms reporting a 1.8-percent rise in
operating revenue during this pe-
riod, creating favorable conditions
for profit recovery, Yu said.

China’s Comprehensive PMI
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President Nicolas Maduro on stage
at arally in Caracas on December 1.
Maduro told supporters the country
does not want “a slave’s peace” and
that a U.S. military deployment has

been “testing” his country for months

8 BEIIING REVIEW DECEMBER 11,2025

UNITED STATES

Police patrol a shooting site in Stockton,
a city in northern California,
on November 30. At least four people
were killed and 10 others injured in the
shooting during a family gathering on the
night of November 29

1P EFEREORSICE
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JAPAN

Keru Magosaki, a former official of the Foreign
Ministry, speaks during a gathering of several
lawmakers and prominent scholars in Tokyo
on December 2, held to urge Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi to retract her recent
erroneous remarks on Taiwan

http://www.bjreview.com
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A military parade during the celebration for the
50th anniversary of the founding of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic in Vientiane

on December 2 & Repewed Democracy
(e Year U

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

President Lee Jae Myung
at a press conference in Seoul
on December 3. Lee said that his
government will designate
December 3 as People’s
Sovereignty Day to mark
the overcoming of the martial
law crisis in 2024

@
INDONESIA

Disaster relief efforts underway at
a flood-hit village in North Tapanuli
Regency, North Sumatra,
on December 2. The death toll from
recent floods and landslides across
three provinces on Sumatra Island
had risen to 712, with 507 people
still missing as of the day of printing

X
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THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS

0 ACTRESS SHINES ON MULTIPLE FRONTS

On December 1, Song Jia won the Best Actress award at the inaugural Singapore
International Chinese Film Golden Lion Awards for her performance in Her Story, a female-

driven comedy that premiered in 2024.

This victory adds to Song’s growing collection of accolades. Earlier, on November 15,
she won the Best Actress award at the 38th Golden Rooster Awards for her role in the same
movie, which tells the story of a resilient single mother.

The Bus Bulletin

Workers’ Daily
December 3
A No.181 bus in Chongging has become an
unexpected focus of public attention. Instead
of advertisements, its exterior displays the
photographs, last-seen locations and basic
identifying details of 32 missing children
from across China. The bus company says
the route was chosen deliberately. It passes
several of the city’s busiest tourist spots,
thereby increasing the chances that someone
might recognize a face and provide a useful
lead.

Although it touches only a small frac-
tion of China’s missing children cases and
its impacts are still to be tested, the campaign

Despite being newly established, the Singapore golden lion awards fea-
tured a prestigious jury including veteran Hong Kong actor and moviemaker
Donnie Yen, making Song’s win a meaningful international recognition.

The 45-year-old actress is also well known for her portrayal of Zhang
Guimei, a female principal dedicated to helping girls in poverty-stricken ar-
eas in the TV series She and Her Girls.

reflects a broader push to make the most out
of public spaces. Cities are converting space
under flyovers into car parks or children’s
playgrounds, and kindergartens facing de-
clining enrollment—driven by falling birth
rates—are being repurposed as nursing
homes.

The effective use of such public re-
sources requires coordination across all
sectors. The missing children campaign in
Chonggqing arose from a joint effort by the
bus operator, an advertising firm and a non-
profit website dedicated to reuniting missing
children with their families. Such initiatives
show that when different parts of society
pool their efforts, the result can be smoother-
running communities and, in time, greater
wellbeing for all.

chEIRREVAT:
i
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Guardrails for Gamers

China Newsweek

November 24

Gaming disorder refers to a pattern of
gaming behavior marked by poor control
over gaming, a growing preference for
gaming over other interests or daily activi-
ties, and continued play even when it leads
to clear negative consequences.

A nationwide survey conducted by the
Shanghai Mental Health Center in 2019
found that while most Chinese adolescents
use the Internet in a moderate way, about
15 percent show high-risk patterns of use
and 5 percent meet the clinical criteria for

“What surprised me most was
how easy everything was—
booking with my passport, paying
by phone, staff speaking fluent
English. We'll definitely be coming
back soon.”

Nicolas de Fermor, a French skier,
commenting on his snow season trip to
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region in an interview

with Xinhua News Agency

“Such practices help children with
disabilities enhance their social
adaptability and independent living skills,
improve the social flexibility of other
children, enable all children tolearn

better, build aninclusive saciety and
reduce discrimination.”

UN Children’s Fund education specialist Chen Xuefeng,

commenting on a disability-inclusive education program

jointly launched with the Ministry of Education that has
covered 1.1 million children
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gaming disorder. Many of these young
people never seek help. Some become so
socially withdrawn that they seldom leave
home, making long-term treatment espe-
cially challenging.

On one side are children drawn to the
instant rewards and sense of achievement
in virtual worlds; on the other are parents
growing increasingly anxious and help-
less as their children’s addiction deepens.
Around this dynamic has grown an in-
dustry worth nearly 70 billion yuan ($10
billion), offering everything from parent-
ing workshops to rehabilitation camps
for young gamers—many of which lack
medical evidence for their methods.

Amid the proliferation of uncertified
programs, a more clinically grounded
model of care is also taking shape. At
Beijing Huilongguan Hospital, a dedicated
treatment center for gaming disorder, treat-
ment often begins by easing withdrawal
symptoms through structured role-playing
activities. These sessions are designed to
help patients experience positive emo-
tions, reduce loneliness and rebuild real-
world connections that can replace the
gratification they seek online.

Experts emphasize that treatment for
gaming addiction is not about banning
games altogether. The goal is to restore con-
trol, minimize harm and help young people
reengage with the world around them.

Schools Out for Snow

Ce.cn
December 1

Northern regions across China are intro-
ducing snow breaks this winter as part
of a broader effort to spur domestic tour-
ism and encourage consumer spending.
In Altay and Urumqi in Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, elementary and sec-
ondary schools have given students five
consecutive days off from December 1.
Northeast China’s Jilin Province has fol-
lowed suit, designating December 3-7 as a
province-wide snow break.

In the past, the traditional winter holi-
day was the only time when families could
experience winter sports, producing sharp
surges in visitor numbers and a heavy

strain on local infrastructure. Staggered
snow breaks are intended to spread out de-
mand and give children more time to enjoy
ice and snow activities.

Rather than simply extending time
off, local governments are pairing the
new break with policy bundles aimed at
unlocking more winter tourism spending.
Jilin, for example, is offering free entry
for students and discounts for parents at
39 certified ski resorts and ice rinks, while
Urumgi has launched a range of packages
covering everything from winter sports
trips to educational tours.

The newly introduced snow break
may help draw a new generation into
winter sports and support the long-term
growth of the country’s winter tourism
market.

0 ONLINE EDUCATOR FACING SCRUTINY

Influencer Zhang Xuefeng has recently become the subject of disciplinary action by
cyberspace authorities for using vulgarities during livestream sessions, and his ac-
counts on platforms including Douyin, the Chinese version of TikTok, were temporarily

suspended.

In a statement, the authorities emphasized that Internet influencers bear significant
social responsibility and should adhere to laws and regulations, maintain civility online
and use their influence appropriately. Following the penalty, Zhang

Al

“Items that provide emotional value

are particularly favored by

promised not to violate the rules again.

A graduate of Zhengzhou University, Zhang rose to fame in 2016
with a viral video titled Seven-Minute Guide to 34 Top-Tier Universities.
In 2021, he relocated from Beijing to Suzhou and founded an education
company offering services ranging from academic planning and career
guidance to book publishing and e-commerce livestreaming.

“The super-powered

performance of Disney’s

foreign consumers.”

Huang Changchao, head of Yiwu’s cultural products
industry association, speaking about the growing

Zootopia 2 has given the current
year-end movie season an
inspiring and uplifting start.”
Lai Li, a market analyst at film ticketing,

production and distribution giant Maoyan,
inan interview with Xinhua

popularity of cultural products in overseas markets.
Yiwu, Zhejiang Province, is known as
“the world's supermarket”
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Senior citizens ask a staff member (center) from Xinghua City People’s Procuratorate in Jiangsu Province about pension-related legal
questions at a park on October 27
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China’s rule of law translates principle into protection By Lu Yan
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