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On December 18, the Hainan Free 
Trade Port (FTP), the world’s largest 
by area, officially launched its special 
customs operations.

Under these operations, the Hainan 
FTP will implement a special supervi-
sion model: freer access at the first line, 
regulated access at the second line and 
free flows within the island. The “first 
line” refers to Hainan’s connection with 
overseas markets. “Freer access at the 
first line” allows overseas goods to enter 
the island more conveniently, with most 
benefiting from zero tariffs and expedit-
ed clearance. The “second line” refers to 
the customs boundary between Hainan 
and the mainland, where goods will 
undergo standard customs oversight to 
ensure fairness and prevent smuggling. 
The two-tiered customs system enables 
freer trade between Hainan and areas 
outside China’s customs borders.

This move fully unlocks the province’s 
policy package, featuring zero tariffs, low 
tax rates and streamlined procedures—for 
businesses, individuals and key indus-
tries—signaling a leap in China’s trade and 
investment liberalization.

In 1988, Hainan Island was elevat-
ed from a part of Guangdong Province 
into both a province and China’s larg-

est special economic zone. This gave 
it a unique mandate to pioneer deep 
reform and high-level opening up.

I n  A p r i l  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  C e n t r a l 
Government tasked Hainan with steadi-
ly developing an FTP with Chinese 
characteristics. The 2020 plan outlined 
its path: to learn from global models 
while reflecting a distinct Chinese ap-
proach. And it follows a clear timeline:

Establish the core policy system, 
focusing on trade and investment liberal-
ization, and prepare for special customs 
operations by late 2025; mature the FTP’s 
institutions, creating a new highland for 
the further opening up of China’s econ-
omy, by 2035; and build a fully realized, 
high-level FTP with strong international 
influence by mid-century.

In today’s times of transformation, 
marked by rising protectionism and 
headwinds against economic globaliza-
tion, the Hainan FTP stands as a decisive 
commitment to high-level opening up.

More than a domestic milestone, 
this FTP represents a strategic shift to 
attract global investment and entrepre-
neurship. It will serve as a benchmark 
for facilitating the cross-border flow 
and optimal allocation of global re-
sources. BR 
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NANJING MASSACRE 
COMMEMORATION

A national memorial ceremony for the victims of the Nanjing Massacre is held at the Memorial Hall of the Victims of 
the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders in Nanjing, capital of Jiangsu Province, on December 13. The 12th National 
Memorial Day was observed in Nanjing that same day to honor people killed by Japanese troops during the Nanjing 
Massacre, in the year of the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II (WWII). The Nanjing Massacre took place 
when Japanese troops captured the then-Chinese capital on December 13, 1937. Over the course of six weeks, they 
proceeded to kill approximately 300,000 Chinese civilians and unarmed soldiers in one of the most barbaric episodes of 
WWII. 
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in China topped 958 million in 
the first half of 2025, highlight-
ing the growing role of digital 
spending in the country’s overall 
consumption, Xinhua reported 
on December 16.

According to a report 
released by the China Internet 
Network Information Center, 
China’s digital consumer base 
accounts for 85.3 percent of the 
nation’s Internet users.

Among them, Gen Zs—
people born between 1997 and 
2012—make up 27.2 percent 
of all digital consumers, while 
people aged 60 and older ac-
count for 12.2 percent. Rural users 
represent 26 percent of the total.

In the first half of the year, 
39.1 percent of Chinese Internet 
users purchased smart products, 
including smart home devices, 
digital gadgets and wearable 
technology. About 8.2 percent 
bought blind boxes, intellectual 
property (IP)-related merchan-
dise or anime-themed products 
online, as per the report.

It highlights that digital  

hensive measures to support job 
growth. 

Air Quality 
In the first 11 months of this 
year, Beijing recorded its lowest 
average concentration of fine 
particulate matter (PM2.5) since 
monitoring began, the municipal 
environmental authorities re-
ported on December 16.

From January to November, 
Beijing’s average PM2.5 con-
centration dropped to 26.5 
micrograms per cubic meter, 
a 16.7-percent year-on-year 
decrease.

During the period, the city 
enjoyed 282 days of good air 
quality, which was 23 days more 
than in the same period last year.

These improvements are 
attributable to the city’s ongoing 
efforts to combat air pollution. 
The city has promoted the 
broader adoption of new-energy 
vehicles, implemented emissions 
reduction measures in construc-
tion projects, and supported the 
green transformation of busi-
nesses.

Additionally, its clean heating 
renovation project has exceeded 
its annual targets, and the treat-
ment of cooking fumes has been 
upgraded in 1,401 catering estab-
lishments ahead of schedule.

Looking ahead, authorities 
say that Beijing will implement 
targeted measures to address 
pollution during the winter 
months, enhance precise fore-
casting and analysis, and ensure 
that air quality targets are met. 

Restored Great Wall 
Section
Beijing’s Great Wall section of 
Jiangjunguan, a historically 
strategic pass, will be opened to 
the public, authorities announced 
on December 14.

Following restoration work, 
emergency reinforcement and 

cultural and entertainment con-
tent is helping to drive integrated 
spending across smart hardware, 
culture and tourism. In the area 
of lifestyle services, more than 
223 million consumers had used 
online platforms for errands, 
home services or maintenance as 
of late June.

Job Growth
China created 12.1 million urban 
jobs in the first 11 months of 2025, 
meeting its full-year target of 
over 12 million a month ahead of 
schedule, official data showed on 
December 16.

Over the same period, the 
average surveyed urban unem-
ployment rate was 5.2 percent, 
better than the annual target 
of about 5.5 percent, according 
to data from the Ministry of 
Human Resources and Social 
Security.

Central to household 
livelihoods and social stability, 
employment has remained high 
on China’s policy agenda, with 
authorities introducing compre-
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Building Barriers 
Staff build sand barriers in the Kumtag Desert in Aksay Kazak Autonomous County, Gansu Province, on December 
13. A water conservation, ecological protection and restoration project is underway there, with sub-projects including 
sand fixation and afforestation. 

Reducing Exams
The Ministry of Education has or-
dered a reduction in the frequency 
of routine exams and tests for 
primary and secondary schools 
to alleviate the academic burden 
on students, Xinhua News Agency 
reported on December 17.

A recent ministry circular 
states that written exams will not 
be conducted for first and second 
graders in primary schools. For 
other years of compulsory edu-
cation, schools may organize one 
final exam per semester.

For junior high school stu-
dents, one midterm exam may 
be arranged based on the practi-
cal needs of different subjects, 
according to the circular.

It also notes that examination 
papers should align strictly with 
national curriculum standards 
and actual teaching practices, 
with scientifically optimized ques-
tion types and difficulty levels.

Digital Consumers
The number of digital consumers 
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environmental improvement, 
the section in Pinggu District is 
scheduled to open as early as 
the end of 2026, according to 
the Beijing Municipal Cultural 
Heritage Bureau.

The Great Wall in Beijing, 
primarily built during the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644), stretches 
over 500 km across several 
districts. Pinggu District is home 
to more than 200 sites spanning 
over 50 km.

The pass of Jiangjunguan 
is the first major gateway at 
the eastern end of the Ming 
Great Wall within Beijing. A 
thoroughfare historically, it was 
a strategically vital location 
contested by military forces.

Free Childbirth
China has announced an ambi-
tious plan to make childbirth 
essentially free for parents under 
national insurance guidelines  
in  2026.

The move, revealed at a 
national healthcare security con-
ference on December 13, is part of 
a broader strategy to address the 
country’s declining birth rate by 
reducing the financial burden of 
having children.

Authorities said they will en-
hance medical expense coverage 
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Snow Scene 
Tourists visit the Palace Museum, China’s imperial palace complex from 
the Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1911) and one of the world’s largest 
and best-preserved ancient wooden architectural sites, in Beijing on 
December 13, after the city saw its first significant snowfall of this winter 
season on December 12.

for prenatal checkups based on 
the affordability of the national 
medical insurance fund.

The goal for 2026 is to en-
sure the basic costs of childbirth 
are fully covered by insurance 
programs nationwide, with 
individuals paying nothing out-
of-pocket for standard delivery 
services within policy limits.

Seven provincial-level re-
gions, including Jilin, Jiangsu and 
Shandong, already provide full 
coverage for in-hospital child-
birth medical expenses within the 
policy scopes.

Officials noted that the 
commitment applies to standard 
medical services. If expecting 
parents choose premium-priced 
hospitals, or opt for medications 
or materials not included in the 
basic insurance catalog, those 
additional expenses will not be 
reimbursed.

The National Healthcare 
Security Administration is also 
planning to expand maternity 
insurance eligibility to include 
flexible workers, migrant work-
ers, and people in new forms 
of employment, among other 
measures designed to encourage 
childbirth.

China’s maternity insurance 
now covers approximately 255 
million people. 
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Let the Carnival 
Commence! 
Ice sculptures at the Harbin Ice-Snow World in 
Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, on December 17. 
The Harbin Ice-Snow World, the world’s largest ice 
and snow theme park, officially opened for the 
season that same day, unveiling its most  
spectacular edition yet, featuring landmark  
attractions, thoughtful services and magnificent  
ice sculptures across a record 1.2 million square 
meters of park area. 

Tourist Resources
Over the past two years, more 
than 58,000 tourist resources 
have been identified in Xizang 
Autonomous Region, including 
over 31,000 newly discovered 
and recognized resources.

The data were revealed in 
the regional capital of Lhasa on 
December 12 at a meeting that 
reviewed the results of a regional 
tourist resource survey.

Launched in August 2023, 
the survey covered 74 counties 
and districts across the region.

The survey yielded a range 

of additional outcomes, including 
special studies on border tourism, 
high-altitude health and wellness 
tourism, plateau ecology and 
heritage tourist routes.

Zhang Xuechao, deputy 
director of the regional depart-
ment of culture and tourism, 
said that the department will use 
the survey results to promote 
the transformation of tourist 
resources into tourism products.

In 2024, Xizang received 
nearly 63.9 million tourists from 
home and abroad, up 15.81 per-
cent from the previous year. 
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Railway Passenger 
Trips 
China’s railway network handled a 
record-high number of passenger 
trips during the first 11 months 
of 2025, data from China State 
Railway Group Co. Ltd. (China 
Railway), the country’s railway 
operator, showed on December 16.

In the January-November 
period, the number of railway 
passenger trips reached 4.28 billion 
across the country, up 6.6 percent 
from the same period last year, 
according to China Railway.

An average of 11,258 passenger 
trains operated daily during the 
period, up 7.1 percent year on year, 
the railway company said.

Cross-border passenger 
transport also gained momentum, 
with the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-
Hong Kong Express Rail Link and 
the China-Laos Railway handling 
28.94 million and 244,000 cross-
border passenger trips, respectively, 
during the period.

Service Outsourcing
The Ministry of Commerce and five 

other government departments 
have released an action plan on 
promoting the high-quality devel-
opment of the service outsourcing 
industry.

By 2030, several leading 
service outsourcing enterprises with 
international competitiveness will 
be cultivated, a group of service 
outsourcing clusters with strong 
innovation capabilities and distinct 
characteristics will be built, the 
number of people employed in the 
sector will be markedly higher, and 
the digitalization, degree of intel-
ligence and greenness of service 
outsourcing will be enhanced, 
according to the plan.

Thirteen key tasks will be 
undertaken, including supporting 
the high-quality development of 
service outsourcing demonstration 
cities, building digital trade indus-
trial clusters, and strengthening the 
cultivation of service outsourcing 
talent, it said.

Musical Theater 
Market
China’s musical theater market 
saw great expansion in 2025, with 

nearly 19,700 performances staged 
nationwide and box office revenue 
reaching 1.8 billion yuan ($255 
million), according to an annual 
industry report.

The report, jointly published 
by the China Association of 
Performing Arts and the Beijing 
Tianqiao Performing Arts Center, 
said total audience visits climbed 
to nearly 8.19 million, pointing to 
sustained growth in the sector.

A wave of original Chinese-
language musicals has hit the 
market, with several new produc-
tions drawing on everyday life 
and distinct regional character-
istics, emerging as unexpected 
standouts at the box office, the 
report said.

Imported musicals accounted 
for 51.4 percent of total box office 
revenue in 2025, reflecting a 
market where audience prefer-
ences are becoming increasingly 
diverse. High-quality productions 
based on classic intellectual 
properties, particularly those 
making their debut performances 
in China, attracted heightened 
attention. 

Retail Sales
Nationwide retail sales of con-
sumer goods went up 4 percent 
year on year in the first 11 months 
of 2025, totaling 45.61 trillion 
yuan ($6.4 trillion), data from the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
showed on December 15.

During the period, retail sales 
of consumer goods in urban areas 
rose 3.9 percent year on year, 
while those in rural areas climbed 
4.4 percent year on year, the data 
showed.

From January to November, 
online retail sales of goods grew 
at a faster pace, rising 5.7 percent 
year on year to almost 11.82 trillion 
yuan ($1.7 trillion), accounting for 
more than one quarter of the na-
tion’s total retail sales of consumer 
goods.

In November alone, retail 
sales of consumer goods went up 
1.3 percent year on year.

In the first 11 months of 2025, 
service retail sales grew 5.4 per-
cent year on year, with the growth 
rate up by 0.1 percentage point 
compared to the January-October 
period.
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NUMBERS 
Fixed Assets Investment Growth by Sector
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Fixed Assets Investment Growth by Region
January-November   (%; y.o.y.)

	 Primary industry	 Secondary industry	 Tertiary industry

2.7

-6.3

3.9

15

10

5

0

-5

-10

15

10

5

0

-5

-10

-15

Primary industry: 
Agriculture, forestry 
and fishery

Secondary industry: 
Mining, manufacturing, 
construction, and 
electricity, thermal, 
fuel gas and water 
production and supply

Tertiary industry: 
Services

-6.6

-1.7

-14

-0.2

East China Central China West China Northeast China



http://www.bjreview.com DECEMBER 25, 2025 BEIJING REVIEW  7

THIS WEEK

http://www.bjreview.com

Service retail categories such 
as culture and sports, as well as 
telecommunication and informa-
tion, both registered double-digit 
sales growth.

Core AI Industry
The scale of China’s core AI 
industry is expected to exceed 1.2 
trillion yuan ($170 billion) in 2025, 
according to a research institute 
under the MIIT.

The China Academy 
of Information and 
Communications Technology 
(CAICT) noted at an industry 
forum held recently in Beijing 
that AI technology has reached a 
pivotal turning point, accelerating 
its shift from technical innovation 
to generating real-world produc-
tive forces.

The institute highlighted 
upgrades in large AI models this 
year, with their language and 
multi-modal understanding capa-
bilities improving by 30 percent 
and 50 percent, respectively.

The sector of embodied 
intelligence—which integrates 
AI with robotics—has also seen 

rapid expansion, securing over 40 
billion yuan ($5.7 billion) in financ-
ing and involving more than 350 
companies across the industrial 
chain.

Beyond AI, the CAICT 
outlined a roadmap for next-
generation connectivity at the 
event, predicting that China will 
launch commercial 6G applica-
tions around 2030, with large-
scale deployment expected by 
2035.

Foreign Banks 
Foreign banks in Beijing have 
supported Chinese enterprises in 
conducting businesses abroad, 
sharing in the benefits of the 
growth of Chinese companies, 
said the Beijing branch of the 
National Financial Regulatory 
Administration (NFRA).

In 2024, these banks 
provided financial assistance to 
overseas businesses of 14,900 
Chinese companies, with the total 
funding reaching 1.24 trillion 
yuan ($175.5 billion).

At present, 48 foreign banks 
from 17 countries and regions 

have established operational 
branches in Beijing.

The city will continue to serve 
as a testing ground for financial 
reforms and support the localized 
and specialized development 
of foreign banks, said the NFRA 
Beijing branch. 

Box Office
As of December 13, China’s 2025 
box office revenue had surpassed 
50 billion yuan ($7 billion), 
according to the China Film 
Administration.

Domestic films accounted for 
40.952 billion yuan ($5.8 billion) 
in box office takings, representing 
81.9 percent of the total.

Total admissions stood at 1.194 
billion.

Fifty films had recorded box 
office revenue exceeding 100 mil-
lion yuan ($14 million) during the 
year as of December 13, including 
33 domestic productions and 17 
foreign titles.

Chinese animation film 
Ne Zha 2, comedy Detective 
Chinatown 1900, Disney block-
buster Zootopia 2, and Chinese 

wartime films Dead to Rights and 
Evil Unbound ranked in the top 
five of the 2025 Chinese box of-
fice as of December 13. 

Export License  
Management
China will manage exports of 
certain steel products through 
an export licensing system 
from January 1, 2026, accord-
ing to a joint statement from 
the Ministry of Commerce and 
the General Administration 
of Customs of China on 
December 12.

Based on the related laws 
and regulations, the two au-
thorities have decided to include 
certain steel products in a revised 
2025 catalog of goods subject to 
export license management, the 
statement said.

It also said that foreign trade 
operators must apply for export 
licenses for the shipment of these 
goods. These applications require 
the submission of an export 
contract and a product quality 
inspection certificate issued by 
the manufacturer.
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CHILE 
José Antonio Kast (front right), candidate of the  

far-right Republican Party, waves the national flag to 
supporters after winning the second round of the 
presidential election in Santiago on December 14, 

becoming the country’s new president 

GHANA 
A celebration in honor of 

the 10th anniversary of the 
Confucius Institute at the 

University of Cape Coast in 
Cape Coast on December 15 

AUSTRALIA 
Mourners lay flowers for the victims of the 

Bondi Beach shooting in Sydney on  
December 15. The death toll had risen to 16 

as of December 18, with a father and son 
identified as the attackers. Another 40 people 

had been hospitalized for their injuries
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INDIA 
Wreckage of buses after a multi-vehicle  

collision on the Delhi-Agra Expressway in 
Mathura District of Uttar Pradesh State on 

December 16. The death toll had risen to 15 
as of December 18, with around  

48 people injured 

KENYA 
Soldiers participate in a parade 

during a celebration for the 62nd 
anniversary of the country’s  
independence in Nairobi on  

December 12. It gained  
independence from Britain on 

December 12, 1963 

UNITED STATES 
A woman in vintage clothing  
stands in front of the Holiday 

Nostalgia Train in New York City 
on December 14. The 1930s train 
runs every Sunday in December to 

celebrate the holiday season
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“Modern technology, represented by AI, is 
paving new paths for preserving the craft. 
AI-assisted teaching systems can digitally 

decompose the bridge assembly and create 
visual, interactive digital models, making the 
craft easier for learners, especially younger 

generations, to understand.”
Zheng Weigui, Deputy Director of the General Office, Zhejiang 

Provincial Center for the Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage, 
in an interview with Xinhua News Agency, commenting on the  

protection of the local skill of making wooden arch bridges

“Bag charms are not just decorations; 
they are mobile ‘mood regulators’ and 

visual carriers of young people’s identity. 
Charm products now account for over 

35 percent of the brand’s total plush toy 
stock. Since the beginning of this year, 
our total sales of charm products have 

exceeded 12 million units.”
Liu Xiaobin, Vice President and Chief Marketing Officer of 
global lifestyle brand MINISO, in an interview with Xinhua

Fading Frescoes
China Newsweek
December 8
In the Tang Dynasty (618-907), a fash-
ionable pastime was visiting temples—
not to pray, but to watch artists at work. 
As the galleries of their day, temples 
competed to secure the finest painters, 
knowing that a successful mural could 
draw worshipers in droves. 

The figure who best embodied this 
golden age of Chinese fresco art was 
Wu Daozi. Unlike court painters who 
served emperors, Wu worked largely 

EXPLORER OF FLAT METALS
Zhang Guangyu, 48, a researcher at the Institute of Physics of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, has pioneered a path into the unknown world of two-dimen-
sional (2D) metals. In March, his team’s breakthrough—creating the world’s first 2D 
metals—was named one of Physics World journal’s Top 10 Breakthroughs of the 
Year for 2025.

For nearly a decade, Zhang and his team pursued what many considered nearly 
impossible: crafting metals just one atom thick. Using a technique 
called “van der Waals squeezing,” they successfully produced ultra-
thin sheets of bismuth, tin, lead and other metals, opening up what 
Zhang describes as “a new treasure trove” for materials science.

This breakthrough opens up a new frontier in 2D metal research, 
and it holds the potential to revolutionize technologies such as ultra-
small, low-power transistors and transparent displays, the research 
team said.



A Higher Gear
Workers’ Daily 
December 18
On November 15, China approved two 
Level-3 autonomous driving models—one 
from Changan Automobile and the other 
from electric vehicle brand Arcfox—for 
operation on designated roads in Beijing 
and Chongqing municipalities.

Level-3 is seen as a pivotal threshold 
within the industry’s sixth-tier technical 
standards, which begins from Level-0, 
where humans are in complete control 
of the vehicle, to Level-5, where no hu-
man intervention is required at all. While 
Level-2 systems provide driver assistance, 

Level-3 allows the vehicle to take charge 
of dynamic driving tasks under specific 
conditions. Drivers must be available to 
intervene when prompted, but need not 
continuously monitor the environment.

The policy also clarifies liability 
issues. Under the framework, manufac-
turers—not drivers—will be accountable 
for accidents when Level-3 functions are 
engaged.

This sets a higher bar for carmakers, 
who must now prioritize system safety and 
reliability as they bring new autonomous 
models to market. In practice, that means 
greater investment in research and test-
ing—a pressure that is likely to accelerate 
technological progress across the industry.
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“Although structural issues persist, the country’s 
job market remains generally stable, and the 

country is on track to achieve the annual target 
of reaching an urban unemployment rate of 

around 5.5 percent.”
Li Chang’an, a professor at the Academy of China Open Economy 

Studies at the University of International Business and Economics, as 
National Bureau of Statistics data show China’s urban unemployment 
rate for the 16-24 age group (excluding students) improved to 16.9 

percent in November from 17.3 percent in October

“International relations today 
can be complex and sometimes 
tense, but youth can contribute 
in a different way. When young 

people meet face to face, trust is 
built naturally.”

Tan Jiale, a Malaysian student at Peking 
University and co-organizer of youth cultural 

festival SEA YOU@ASEAN 2025, during the  
festival in Beijing on December 14

in temples. Legend holds that more 
than 300 temples in Chang’an (now 
Xi’an) and Luoyang, the dynasty’s 
twin capitals, once displayed his 
works. None, however, remain. By the 
end of the dynasty, fires and collaps-
ing wooden structures had erased them 
entirely.

What survived did so far from 
the capital. In Dunhuang, an oasis 
city in today’s Gansu Province, the 
Vimalakirti figure on the east wall of 
Mogao Cave 103, with its confident 
brushwork and commanding presence, 
is often seen as closest in spirit to 
Wu’s style. 

More broadly, the wall paintings 
in Dunhuang record a gradual blend-
ing of different cultures: The Indian, 
Central Asian and ancient Roman 
elements visible in early works 
gradually gave way to the verdure 
landscapes commonly seen in Tang 
art.

What survives today, however, is 
only a tiny fraction of what once ex-
isted. To preserve these cultural assets, 
experts are calling for the creation of 
a national database and specialized 
research institutes to ensure these 
paintings are systematically recorded 
and protected.

CHRONICLER OF RURAL CHINA

Li Peifu, 72, is a literary chronicler of the Chinese countryside and its complex ties 
to identity and change. On December 15, he received the Outstanding Writer Award 
at the Du Fu Literature Prize—the highest literary honor in Henan Province—ce-
menting his status as one of the province’s most influential authors.

Best known for his 1999 novel Door of the Sheepfold, Li delves into the intricate 
fabric of village life. His writing, including the Mao Dun Literary 
Prize-winning The Book of Life, traces the spiritual journeys of ordi-
nary people caught between tradition and transformation.

Through what he calls “plains records,” Li gives voice to the 
tensions and resilience of rural China, crafting what has become es-
sential reading on modernity’s impact on the land and its people.



Silver Shopping Streets
Ce.cn
December 13
Chinese cities are now carving out new 
commercial spaces for the elderly. So-
called “silver shopping streets” are 
emerging across the country, offering 
everything from senior-focused retail and 
beauty salons to wedding photo studios 
for older couples. Many also host singing, 
dancing and photography classes tailored 
to retirees. 

The rise of these commercial streets 
reflects a shift in China’s consumer 
scene: The priorities of today’s elderly 
consumers have moved beyond the basics 
of food and clothing toward more person-
alized and high-quality services. Demand 

is rising for services that support health 
management, education, leisure, travel 
and wellness. 

Many seniors prefer face-to-face 
interaction, relying on touch, sight and 
interpersonal interaction to build trust 
in a certain brand or commodity. In ad-
dition, many goods and services aimed 
at older consumers require professional 
explanation, adjustment and guidance, 
which underscores the distinct value 
of brick-and-mortar settings for this  
demographic.

In this context, silver shopping streets 
provide not only one-stop access to se-
nior-friendly goods and services but also 
important public spaces where seniors can 
socialize, pursue new interests and better 
integrate into their urban surroundings. 
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Sanya Central Business District, one of the key areas of the Hainan Free Trade Port, in Sanya City, Hainan Province, on November 1
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