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Joint Statement
Of the ASEAN-China-GCG Summit
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WE, the Member States of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf,
and the People’s Republic of China, gathered on the occasion of the
ASEAN-China-GCC Summit on May 27, 2025, in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia;

ACKNOWLEDGING the long-lasting and deeply-rooted his-
torical and civilizational linkage and economic ties among ASEAN,
China and GCC;

RECOGNIZING the close and mutually-beneficial economic
collaboration and cooperation among ASEAN, China and GCC;

REAFFIRMING our desire to further promote ASEAN-China-
GCC relations, guided by fundamental principles and shared values,
norms and commitments, including those enunciated in the United
Nations Charter;

UNDERSCORING the importance of regionalism and multi-
lateralism, regional unity and international law in addressing shared
challenges, while upholding ASEAN centrality in the evolving
regional architecture to foster peace, stability, development and
prosperity;

UNDERSCORING the importance of GCC'’s critical role to fos-
ter peace, security, stability, development, prosperity and dialogue;

APPRECIATING China’s crucial role in promoting peace, sta-
bility, prosperity and sustainable development in regional and inter-
national affairs;

ENDEAVORING to promote peace, security, stability and pros-
perity, through mutual respect and cooperation between countries
and regions to achieve development and progress based on adher-
ence to international law, including the UN Charter, the principles of
good neighborliness, and respect for the independence, sovereignty,
equality and territorial integrity, non-interference in their internal
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affairs, and refraining from the threat or use of force, and settlement
of differences or disputes by peaceful means;

ACKNOWLEDGING the importance of strengthening relations
among ASEAN, China and GCC in promoting regional cooperation
and economic development in the broader Asia-Pacific and Middle
Eastern contexts;

RECOGNIZING that ASEAN, China and GCC encompass di-
verse and complementary economies which create enormous poten-
tial, broad prospects and new opportunities for greater cross-sectoral
trade, investment and economic collaboration;

RECOGNIZING the increasing importance of fostering closer
economic collaboration among our regions, and reiterating our
shared commitment to strengthening our partnerships to promote
economic and sustainable development;

RECOGNIZING the need to strengthen confidence in the rules-
based multilateral trading system with the World Trade Organization
(WTO) at its core to protect businesses, consumers worldwide and
livelihoods of people in our regions;

REAFFIRMING our resolve to enhance economic resilience
and environmental sustainability, and make economic globalization
more open, inclusive, balanced, and beneficial to our peoples and
future generations;

ACKNOWLEDGING our joint efforts to promote closer co-
operation between ASEAN, China and GCC and China’s vision to
build a closer China-ASEAN Community with a shared future and a
China-Arab Community with a shared future in the new era;

EXPLORING cooperation in preventing and combating trans-
national crime, cybercrime, counter-terrorism and extremism;

The Leaders expressed grave concerns over the developments in
the Middle East and agreed on the following:

—Condemn all attacks against civilians and call for a durable
ceasefire and for all concerned parties to ensure the most effective
and efficient access for humanitarian aid, and relief supplies and
other basic necessities and essential services, as well as the restora-
tion of electricity and water, and allow the unhindered delivery of
fuel, food and medicine throughout Gaza;

—Call on all parties to the conflict to protect civilians, refrain
from targeting them and to abide by international humanitarian law,
particularly the principles and provisions of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of Au-
gust 12, 1949;

— Acknowledge the Advisory Opinion of the International Court
of Justice on July 19, 2024, which is of the opinion, among others,
that the UN, and especially the General Assembly, which requested
this opinion, and the Security Council, should consider the precise
modalities and further action required to bring to an end as rapidly as
possible the unlawful presence of the State of Israel in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory;

—Support the ongoing efforts to release all hostages and those
under arbitrary detention;

— Urge all parties concerned to work towards a peaceful resolu-
tion to the conflict with a view to realizing the two-state solution
based on the pre-1967 borders; in accordance with international law
and the relevant UN Security Council (UNSC) and UN General As-
sembly resolutions, including UNGA resolution A/RES/ES-10/23
on the Admission on New Members to the UN dated May 10, 2024;

— Support the efforts of the global alliance for the implementation
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of the two-state solution, and note the initiatives of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in cooperation with the Kingdom of Norway and the
European Union towards realizing an independent Palestinian state;

—Recognized Qatar’s mediation efforts to reach ceasefire and
facilitate aid delivery and China’s efforts towards Palestinian internal
reconciliation, particularly its role in facilitating the signing of the
Beijing Declaration on Ending Division and Strengthening Palestinian
National Unity by Palestinian factions in July 2024 in Beijing;

— Welcome the Resolution of the UN General Assembly ad-
opted on December 11, 2024, in which the General Assembly, inter
alia, called for an immediate, unconditional and permanent ceasefire
in Gaza, and called upon all parties to enable the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) to carry
out its mandate, as adopted by the General Assembly, in all areas of
operation with full respect for the humanitarian principles of human-
ity, neutrality, impartiality and independence.

With firm resolve, we pledged to advance the spirit of inclusivity,
sustainability, resilience and equal partnership, charting a united and
collective path toward a peaceful, prosperous and equitable future.

We hereby:

Economic Integration

1. Decide to foster collaboration that promotes economic pros-
perity, resilience and sustainable development among ASEAN,
China and GCC, based on mutual respect, mutual trust, and mutual
benefit, and anchored on the principles of inclusivity and sustain-
ability in engaging all interested partners.

2. Commit to enhancing economic cooperation by leveraging
the complementarities among ASEAN, China and GCC. Priority
will be given to:

(i) Reaffirming the central and indispensable role of the WTO at
the core of the rules-based multilateral trading system, which pro-
vides a predictable, transparent, non-discriminatory and open global
trading system;

(ii) Exploring cooperation, including through the priority areas
of the Global Development Initiative and various frameworks or ini-
tiatives by ASEAN and GCC, to facilitate the attainment of the UN
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

(iii) Promoting free trade and welcoming the full conclusion of
the China-ASEAN Free Trade Area 3.0 Upgrade Negotiations, and
looking forward to its early signing and entering into force, as well
as an early conclusion of the China-GCC Free Trade Agreement
negotiations;

(iv) Enhancing industrial and supply chain resilience and foster-
ing sustainable trade practices for new economic opportunities in
potential areas in emerging and future-oriented industries such as the
digital and green economy and technologies;

(v) Exploring the establishment of a regional business council
to facilitate dialogue between businesses from ASEAN, China and
GCC in supporting enhanced trade and investment flows and the
development of regional value chains;

(vi) Exploring regional financial cooperation, including capital
markets, and financial technology among others, while empowering
micro, small and medium enterprises;

(vii) Exploring cooperation on local currency and cross-border
payments;

(viii) Taking coordinated and comprehensive actions to prevent
and fight corruption.
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