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Xinhua News Agency’s Written Interview With
Russian President Viadimir Putin
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In May this year, President of the People’s Re-
public of China Xi Jinping paid a state visit to Russia
and took part in the celebrations marking the 80th
anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War —
a visit that proved highly successful. Your own visit
to China is expected shortly. What are your expecta-
tions for the upcoming visit? Over the past decade,
you and President Xi have maintained close contacts,
shaping and guiding the steady development of bi-
lateral relations. How would you describe President
Xi Jinping as a leader?

Indeed, the visit of our friend, President of China
Xi Jinping, to Russia in May was a resounding success,
drew wide international attention and was highly re-
garded in our country. His arrival coincided with a date
that is sacred to us, the 80th anniversary of Victory in
the Great Patriotic War, thereby lending deep symbolic
significance to the further development of Russian-
Chinese relations. We reaffirmed the strategic choice of
our peoples in favor of strengthening the traditions of
good-neighborliness, friendship, and long-term, mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation.

The Chinese leader was the principal guest of honor
at the celebrations in Moscow. During our high-level
talks, we held a very productive discussion of key issues
in cooperation between our nations. The outcome was a
comprehensive joint statement and the signing of a sub-
stantial package of bilateral documents.

Very soon, at the invitation of President Xi, I will
pay a return visit to China. I look forward with great
pleasure to visiting the city of Tianjin, which will host
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit under
China’s presidency. We expect that the summit will give
the Organization powerful new momentum, strengthen
its capacity to respond to contemporary challenges and
threats, and consolidate solidarity across our shared
Eurasian space. All this will help shape a fairer
multipolar world order.

As for the Russian-Chinese talks, these will take
place in Beijing. I look forward to in-depth discussions
with President Xi Jinping on all aspects of our bilateral
agenda, including political and security cooperation, as
well as economic, cultural and humanitarian ties. And,
as always, we will exchange views on pressing regional
and international issues.

In Beijing, we will also pay tribute to the shared act
of heroism of our fathers, grandfathers and great-grand-
fathers, who together defeated militarist Japan, thereby
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bringing the Second World War to its final conclusion.
We will honor the memory of those who sealed with
their blood the brotherhood of our peoples, defended the
freedom and independence of our states, and secured
their right to sovereign development.

President Xi Jinping treats his country’s history with
utmost respect; I know this from personal communica-
tion with him. He is a true leader of a great world power,
a man of strong will, endowed with strategic vision and
a global outlook, and unwavering in his commitment
to national interests. It is of exceptional importance for
China that such a person stands at the helm at this chal-
lenging, pivotal moment in international affairs. The
President of China sets an example for the entire world
of what a respectful and equitable dialogue with foreign
partners can and should be today. In Russia, we deeply
value the Chinese leader’s genuine commitment to ad-
vancing our comprehensive partnership and strategic
cooperation.

China and the Soviet Union, as the principal bat-
tlegrounds of the Second World War in Asia and Eu-
rope, bore enormous sacrifices and made a significant
contribution to victory in the global fight against fas-
cism. In your view, what is the relevance of preserv-
ing the memory of that Victory in today’s complex
international environment? How should China and
Russia jointly defend their shared historical memory
at a time when some forces on the international stage
are attempting to distort historical truth?

As I have already noted, this year, together with our
Chinese friends, we commemorate the 80th anniversary
of Victory in the Great Patriotic War and the capitulation
of militarist Japan, which marked the end of the Second
World War.

The peoples of the Soviet Union and China bore the
brunt of the fighting and suffered the heaviest losses. It
was our citizens who endured the greatest hardships in
the struggle against the invaders and played a decisive
role in defeating Nazism and militarism. Through those
severe trials, the finest traditions of friendship and mu-
tual assistance were forged and strengthened — traditions
that today form a solid foundation for Russian-Chinese
relations.

I would remind you that even before the full-scale
outbreak of the Second World War, in the 1930s, when
Japan treacherously launched a war of aggression
against China, the Soviet Union extended a helping hand
to the Chinese people. Thousands of our career officers
served as military advisers, assisting in strengthening the
Chinese army and providing guidance in combat opera-
tions. Soviet pilots also fought bravely alongside their
Chinese brothers-in-arms.

Between October 1937 and June 1941, the Soviet
Union supplied China with 1,235 aircraft, thousands of
artillery pieces, tens of thousands of machine guns, as
well as ammunition, equipment, and supplies. The prin-
cipal route was an overland corridor through Central Asia
to China’s Xinjiang Province, where Soviet special-
ists built a road in record time to ensure uninterrupted
deliveries.
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The historical record leaves no doubt as to the scale
and ferocity of those battles. We remember the great sig-
nificance of the famous Hundred Regiments Offensive,
when Chinese Communist forces liberated a territory
with a population of five million from Japanese occu-
pation. We also recall the unparalleled feats of Soviet
troops and commanders in their clashes with Japan at
Lake Khasan and the Khalkhin Gol River. In the summer
of 1939, our legendary commander Georgy Zhukov won
his first major victory in the Mongolian steppes, which
in effect foreshadowed the later defeat of the Berlin-
Tokyo-Rome Axis. In 1945, the Manchurian Strategic
Offensive Operation played a decisive role in liberating
northeast China, dramatically altering the situation in the
Far East and making the capitulation of militarist Japan
inevitable.

In Russia, we will never forget that China’s heroic
resistance was one of the crucial factors that prevented
Japan from stabbing the Soviet Union in the back dur-
ing the darkest months of 1941-1942. This enabled the
Red Army to concentrate its efforts on crushing Nazism
and liberating Europe. Close cooperation between our
two countries was also an important element in forming
the anti-Hitler coalition, strengthening China as a great
power, and in the constructive discussions that shaped
the post-war settlement and helped to reinvigorate the
anti-colonial movement.

It is our sacred duty to honor the memory of our
compatriots who displayed true patriotism and courage,
endured all hardships, and defeated powerful and ruth-
less enemies. We pay deep respect to all veterans and
those who gave their lives for the freedom of future gen-
erations and the independence of our countries. We are
grateful to China for its careful preservation of memori-
als to Red Army soldiers who gave their lives in battles
for the liberation of China.

Such a sincere and responsible attitude towards the
past stands in stark contrast to the situation in some
European countries, where monuments and graves of
Soviet liberators are desecrated in a barbaric manner or
destroyed, and inconvenient historical facts are erased.

We see that in certain Western states the results of
the Second World War are de facto revised, and the ver-
dicts of the Nuremberg and Tokyo tribunals are openly
disregarded. These dangerous tendencies stem from a
reluctance to acknowledge the direct culpability of the
predecessors of today’s Western elites in unleashing the
world war, and the desire to erase the shameful pages
of their own history, thereby encouraging revanchism
and neo-Nazism. Historical truth is being distorted
and suppressed to suit their current political agendas.
Japanese militarism is being revived under the pretext of
imaginary Russian or Chinese threats, while in Europe,
including Germany, steps are being taken towards the
re-militarization of the continent, with little regard for
historical parallels.

Russia and China resolutely condemn any attempts
to distort the history of the Second World War, glorify
Nazis, militarists and their accomplices, members of
death squads and killers, or to defame Soviet liberators.
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