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Preface

Throughout history, women have played an essential role in
shaping human civilization and have made immense contribu-
tions to social progress. But the paths towards gender equality
and women’s well-rounded development across the world have
been long and arduous.

Since its founding in 1921, the Communist Party of China
(CPC) has remained committed to women’s liberation and
development and gender equality. The CPC regards women as
a major force for advancing all endeavors of the Party and the
nation, always places the work concerning women high on its
agenda, and leads women in their pursuit of liberation, progress
and development. In doing so, the Party has opened a socialist
path for women’s development with Chinese characteristics.

The 18th CPC National Congress in 2012 marked the be-
ginning of a new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics.
In this new era, the CPC Central Committee with Xi Jinping
at its core has emphasized safeguarding women’s lawful rights
and interests and promoting gender equality and women’s well-
rounded development as integral components of Chinese mod-
ernization. Accordingly, it has made a series of major decisions
and plans that are pioneering in vision, overarching in scope,
and enduring in significance. Xi Jinping, General Secretary of
the CPC Central Committee, initiated, planned for, supported
and chaired the Party’s first ever Central Conference on the
Party’s Work with People’s Organizations in 2015, attended the
11th, 12th and 13th national women’s congresses in 2013, 2018
and 2023 respectively, and held talks with each newly elected
leadership team of the All-China Women’s Federation. He has
also delivered important speeches on work related to women
and children, the role of women’s federations, and the signifi-
cance of family ties, values and traditions, thereby identifying
the direction, objectives and guidelines of China’s endeavors for
women in the new era.

Upholding gender equality, among other basic national poli-
cies, has been incorporated into the CPC’s political program,
and promoting women’s well-rounded development has been
included in the national development plan. The legal system
for safeguarding women’s rights and interests also continues to
improve. China has developed a sound approach to its endeav-
ors concerning women. Chinese women actively participate
in government initiatives, serve as advocates of civic virtues,
fight for their dreams, and excel across all professions. In the
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new era, China has delivered numerous historic achievements
in its endeavors concerning women. The Chinese socialist path
for women’s development continues to expand, opening ever-
broader opportunities for advancement.

Women around the world have a shared future. China’s
endeavors concerning women are an integral part of the global
cause. In 1995, China hosted the Fourth World Conference on
‘Women, organized by the United Nations. The Beijing Declara-
tion and Platform for Action adopted at the conference has since
become a milestone for global gender equality. At important
occasions such as the 2015 Global Leaders’ Meeting on Gender
Equality and Women’s Empowerment and the 2020 high-level
meeting on the 25th anniversary of the Fourth World Confer-
ence on Women at the 75th session of the UN General Assembly,
Xi Jinping, in his role as president of China, elaborated on
China’s propositions on gender equality and women’s well-
rounded development, and proposed holding another global
leaders’ meeting on women in 2025.

On the occasion of the 2025 Global Leaders’ Meeting on
Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment, the Chinese
government is publishing this white paper to present China’s
philosophy, principles, and innovative practices in promoting
gender equality and women’s well-rounded development in the
new era, highlight Chinese women’s outstanding achievements
and contribution, and affirm China’s commitment to join global
endeavors for women’s advancement.

I. Development of China’s Endeavors Concerning
Women

In the process of Chinese modernization, based on China’s
realities and the trend of the times, the CPC leads Chinese wom-
en in exercising their lawful democratic rights, participating in
social and economic development, and sharing the fruits of re-
form and development, all on the foundation of gender equality.

1. Upholding the CPC’s Overall Leadership

The CPC’s leadership is the fundamental guarantee of
China’s work related to women. Since the 18th CPC National
Congress in 2012, the CPC Central Committee with Xi Jinping
at its core has approached this work as an integral part of its
broader strategic goal of achieving national rejuvenation, incor-
porating gender equality and women’s well-rounded develop-
ment into the overall architecture of Chinese socialism.

Upholding the fundamental national policy of gender equal-
ity and protecting the lawful rights and interests of women and
children have been included into the reports to the 18th, 19th
and 20th CPC national congresses, held in 2012, 2017 and 2022
respectively.

At the Fourth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central
Committee in 2019, the Party called for upholding and improv-
ing the systems and mechanisms for promoting gender equality
and women’s well-rounded development and proposed leverag-
ing the important role of family ties, values and traditions in
community-level social governance.

At the Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Com-
mittee in 2020, upholding the national policy of gender equality
and protecting the lawful rights and interests of women and
children were written into the Recommendations of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China for Formulating
the 14th Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social Development
and the Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035, along
with the promotion of family ties, values and traditions.

At the Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Com-
mittee in 2021, the promotion of family ties, values and tradi-
tions and the protection of the rights and interests of women and
children were incorporated into the Resolution of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China on the Major
Achievements and Historical Experience of the Party over the
Past Century.

At the Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Com-
mittee in 2024, the Party incorporated improving the system for
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protecting the lawful rights and interests of women and children
and refining the mechanisms for leveraging the role of family
ties, values and traditions in community-level social governance
into the overall plan for deeper comprehensive reform.

This evolution in policy-making has ensured that China’s
endeavors concerning women have progressed smoothly under
the CPC’s overall leadership.

2. Implementing the Fundamental National Policy of Gen-
der Equality

Highlighting gender equality as a basic national policy is an
innovative practice of the Chinese socialist system and a mo-
mentous decision for advancing this cause and women’s well-
rounded development.

China has improved top-level design and systematic plan-
ning accordingly. In formulating laws and policies and making
plans and arrangements, the country has taken into full consid-
eration the differences between women and men and the dis-
tinctive interests of women. It has promoted gender equality in
rights, opportunities and outcomes, safeguarding women’s rights
and interests in accordance with the law.

China is committed to cultivating a social ethos of respect
and care for women, eliminating all forms of discrimination
against them, and discarding obsolete ideas and practices that
hinder their development. This more inclusive and dynamic so-
cial environment has allowed gender equality to truly become a
shared social norm and part of the value system.

3. Synergizing Women’s Development With Social and
Economic Progress

Development cannot be achieved without women, and its
fruits should be shared by all. In this spirit, China has integrated
the advancement of gender equality into its broader develop-
ment process.

Women’s development has been incorporated into the Five-
sphere Integrated Plan, which promotes coordinated progress in
the economic, political, cultural, social and eco-environmental
fields. Goals and tasks for women’s development have also
been embedded in the five-year plans for national economic
and social development. The level of women’s development is
regarded as an essential measurement for social and economic
development. With these efforts, China has synergized its en-
deavors for women with its social and economic progress in
terms of planning and implementation, ensuring that moderniza-
tion brings greater benefits to women in a fairer way, enabling
them to enjoy a growing, guaranteed and sustained sense of
gain, fulfillment and security.

4. Fully Leveraging Women’s Proactive Role in National
Development

Women constitute a powerful force driving human progress,
while at the same time shaping and determining their own fu-
tures. Upholding a people-centered philosophy of development,
China respects the agency of women and has strengthened rel-
evant institutional safeguards, policy support, and public service
supply for their development.

China has carried out programs encouraging women to
strive for achievements, which seek to enhance women’s overall
capabilities, broaden channels for their participation in national
development, and fully stimulate their enthusiasm, initiative and
creativity, with an ultimate goal of realizing, safeguarding and
improving women’s vital and immediate interests to the maxi-
mum extent.

The country encourages women to integrate their personal
aspirations with the undertakings of the Party and the country,
and to leverage their individual strengths in implementing the
new development philosophy, fostering a new development
dynamic, promoting high-quality development, achieving
greater strength and self-reliance in science and technology, and
advancing rural revitalization across the board. Utilizing their
distinctive role in society and family, women are called upon
to contribute considerably to the building of China into a great
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