OPINION: CHINA-EU RELATIONS, RECALIBRATED P.22 | FEATURES: SPRING FESTIVAL TRENDS P.36

VOL.69 NO.10 MARCH 5, 2026

RUSH

Turning ice into industry,
snow into gold

—-— ISSH 1000-214&0

1::-[: 1426




Follow
CICG Americas

And get in on the conversation

A BEUNGREVEW CHINA HOY

0 BeljingReview G BeijingReview X'hlilﬁlnﬂ'ﬂﬂ
@ vy @ chineriore




CONTENTS

EDITOR’S DESK

02 Freezing Temps, Boiling
Demand

THIS WEEK

COVER STORY

12 Applause and Appeal
Milano Cortina 2026, where
ice met ambition and snow
carried dreams

16 The Cold Crush
China is falling in love with
winter, one slope at a time

Cover Photo: Freestyle skier Wang Xindi during
the men’s aerials final of the Milano Cortina 2026
Winter Olympics in Livigno, Italy, on February 20
XINHUA

©2026 Beijing Review, all rights reserved.

OPINION

22 Understanding Europe’s
Re-Engagement With China
Deciphering the new equation
reshaping China-EU relations

24 The Management of War
The politics behind the West’s push
for power

26 The Betrayed Island

Greenland is the latest bargaining chip
in great-power politics

28 Private Economy, Public Priority

All levels of government unite behind
private-sector growth

30 Urban Renewal: Smarter, Greener,
Bolder

Revitalizing neglected or underutilized
areas

32 The Board of Peace That Brings
No Peace
Trump’s push for a new world order

FEATURES
34 Tariff War Backfires
Tough consequences for American consumers

36 Holiday Tradition 2.0
High-end consumption during the Spring
Festival

40 The Rural Blueprint
National priorities for agricultural and rural
development in 2026

42 Unearthing the Past
Recent breakthroughs are rewriting ancient
history

CULTURE

46 Holiday Heritage and Horse-Themed
Handicrafts

A New Year exhibit at the Chinese Traditional
Culture Museum

FORUM

48 ‘Thanks, but No Thanks’: Why China’s
Internet Is Arguing About Politeness
Toward Al

sy

www.bjreview.com EZInjﬁ' amazon Follow us on ﬂ % & “lm

N\ A vo 7Y

MEDIA PARTNER

BREAKING NEWS » SCAN ME » Using a QR code reader




EDITOR’S DESK

N

BELJINGREVIEW

A News Weekly Magazine
Published Since 1958

President: Xin Feng

Associate Editor in Chief: Liu Yunyun

Vice Presidents: He Peng, Gao Dingbo, Yu Shujun
Program Supervisor: Zeng Wenhui

Executive Editor: Yan Wei

Production Director: Yao Bin

Editors: Wang Hairong, Zhang Shasha, Lu Yan
Researcher: Lan Xinzhen

Editorial Consultants: Elsbeth van Paridon, G.P. Wilson
Reporters: i Jing Kang Caiqj, Li Qing, Li Wenhan, Li Xiaoyang,
Liang Xiao, Ma Miaomiao, Pan Xiaogiao, Peng Jiawei,

Tao Xing, Tao Zihui, Wang Jun, Wang Ruohan, Yuan Yuan,
Zhang Yage

Photographer: Wei Yao

Art: Li Shigong

Design Director: Wang Yajuan

Chief Designer: Cui Xiaodong

Designer: Wang Boyan

Editorial Administrator: Zeng Wenhui

Planning Director: Xu Bei

Deputy Planning Director: Li Nan

World News Director: Ding Ying

Director of Digital Media: Li Fangfang

Director of Strategic Research: Zan Jifang
Deputy Director of Strategic Research: Lu Ling

Administration: Zhang Yajie
International Cooperation: Sun Xuan
Legal Counsel: Yue Cheng

North America Bureau (New York City)
Chief: Yu Shujun

Executive Assistant: Zhao Wei
Tel/Fax: 1-201-792-0334

E-mail: yushujun(dcicgamericas.com
Latin America Bureau (Mexico City)
Chief: Miao Ye

Tel: 52-55-55127271

Fax: 52-55-55332027

E-mail: chinahoymx(@gmail.com

Peru Office (Lima)

Chief: Meng Kexin

Tel: 0051-959212702

E-mail: revistachinaperu@gmail.com

General Editorial Office

Tel: 86-10-68996252

Fax: 86-10-68326628

Editorial Desk

Tel: 86-10-68996250
Partnerships

Tel: 86-10-68995807

E-mail: yecong(dcicgamericas.com
Distribution

Tel: 86-10-68310644

E-mail: circulation(@cicgamericas.com

Published every Thursday by

CICG Center for Americas, 24 Baiwanzhuang Lu,

Beijing 100037, China

Overseas Distributor: China International Book Trading
Corporation, P. 0. BOX 399,

Beijing 100048, China

Tel: 86-10-68413849, 1-416-497-8096 (Canada)

Website: http://www.cibtc.com

General Distributor for Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan:
Peace Book Co. Ltd.

17/Fl, Paramount Bldg, 12 Ka Yip St, Chai Wan, HK

Tel: 852-28046687 Fax: 852-28046409

Bejing Review (ISSN 1000-9140 USPS 2812) is published weekly
in the United States for US$64.00 per year by Cypress Books,
360 Swift Avenue, Suite 48, South San Francisco, CA 94080
News Postage Paid at Burlingame, CA 94010-9997
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Bejjing Review,

Cypress Books, 360 Swift Avenue, Suite 48,

South San Francisco, CA 94080

2 BEIJING REVIEW MARCH 5, 2026

Freezing Temps, Boiling Demand

As China’s 2025-26 ice and snow season
kicked into high gear last month, against
the backdrop of the Spring Festival holiday
(February 15-23) and the Milano Cortina
2026 Olympic Winter Games in Italy
(February 6-22), the country turned its cold-
est months into one of its hottest economic
drivers. The real story here is no longer just
about record participation; it’s about a me-
ticulously engineered economic engine now
operating at full throttle. The underlying
strategy focuses on building a full-fledged
industry chain integrating sports, tourism,
manufacturing and culture.

The evidence is on display nationwide.
Jilin Province in the northeast aims to re-
ceive 180 million ice and snow tourists this
winter, targeting 330 billion yuan ($47 bil-
lion) in spending. The province opened the
season last November by setting a Guinness
World Record for “the largest ski parade
in Peking Opera costumes”: 266 skiers in
Peking Opera costumes gliding down the
slopes at Songhua Lake Resort. Meanwhile,
the Ice and Snow World in Harbin,
Heilongjiang Province, spanning 1.2 mil-
lion square meters, drew over 3 million
visitors over a 65-day period this season.

Perhaps most striking is the
geographic spread. Last September, sub-
tropical Shenzhen opened a 29.6-billion-

yuan ($4.2-billion) indoor resort that
now welcomes over 5,000 daily visitors,
including skiers from Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, who arrive in under
an hour by high-speed rail.

Policy innovation is accelerating de-
mand. Jilin as well as Urumgqi and Altay
in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
offered official “snow breaks’ in December
2025, giving students days off to ski. The
impact was immediate, with visitor num-
bers soaring and free public ski lessons for
students booked out.

In Beijing and Zhangjiakou, Hebei
Province, the two cities that hosted the 2022
Winter Olympics, the Olympic legacy
has been activated. The Yanqing zone in
Beijing hosted 12 international and domes-
tic events this season, including the Skeleton
Asian Cup, while serving as a training base
for over 50 national and provincial teams.

Consumer spending on winter sports
exceeded 187.5 billion yuan ($27 billion)
during the 2024-25 season, growing over
25 percent year on year. The ice and snow
industry reached 1 trillion yuan ($145 bil-
lion) in 2025, up from 270 billion yuan ($40
billion) in 2015, according to an industry
report. It is projected to exceed 1.5 trillion
yuan ($217 billion) by 2030. BR
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LOOKING LIT

Lantern displays at Yuanmingyuan Park, or the Old Summer Palace, in Beijing on February 14. The exhibition ran from
February 10 to March 3, to celebrate the Chinese New Year and the Lantern Festival, which respectively fell on February 17
and March 3. The expansive lantern show featured five major themed sections showcasing over 40 sets of large-scale lanterns.
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Spring Races in Lhasa

5
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Riders compete in a 2,000-meter race in Lhasa, Xizang Autonomous Region, on February 20. The city
hosted races and equestrian performances that day, the fourth day of the Year of the Horse, and also
the third day of the Tibetan New Year.

Criminal Rings
Dismantled

Chinese courts have concluded
the trials of two major northern
Myanmar-based criminal
groups that were involved in
telecom and online fraud, the
Supreme People’s Court (SPC)
said on February 26.

At a press conference held
by the SPC, it was revealed
that by the end of 2025,
courts across the country had
concluded first-instance trials
of over 27,000 cases related
to telecom fraud operations in
northern Myanmar, with more
than 41,000 returned suspects
sentenced.

Notably, among the trials
of the so-called “four major
families” criminal gangs—
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which have drawn widespread
domestic and international at-
tention—those of the Ming and
Bai family gangs have complet-
ed all judicial proceedings. A
total of 39 individuals received
sentences of life imprisonment
or heavier penalties, including
16 death sentences. The two
cross-border armed criminal
rings have been completely
dismantled, delivering a heavy
blow to criminal activity on
both sides of the border.

According to the SPC,
Chinese courts have been im-
posing stringent, efficient and
comprehensive punishments
on telecom and online fraud
crimes to effectively safequard
the personal and property
safety of the people. From 2021
to 2025, courts nationwide

concluded over 159,000 first-
instance cases of telecom and
online fraud, sentencing more
than 338,000 defendants.

Easing Homebuy-

ing Restrictions

On February 25, the municipal
government in Shanghai an-
nounced a seven-item policy
package aimed at reducing
homebuying restrictions and
better meeting people’s basic
living needs. The measures
include lowering the threshold
for non-local home buyers,
with non-local families and
single home buyers without
local household registration or
hukou in Shanghai now eligible
to purchase residential proper-
ties within the city’s Outer Ring
Road, as long as they have

paid taxes in Shanghai for

at least one year. Those who
have paid taxes in Shanghai
for three years can now buy an
additional apartment.

Non-local families or
single adults who have held
Shanghai residence permits for
five years or more are allowed
to purchase one housing unit
without any income tax pay-
ment requirements.

Effective February 26, the
new measures also lower the
threshold for applying for
housing provident fund loans
and establish a fix for the city’s
property tax exemption condi-
tions.

The measures are designed
to promote the stable and
healthy development of the
property market.

Lifelong Learning

Platform

On February 25, Guangdong
Province launched a new digital
platform that will provide life-
long learning opportunities to
its roughly 127 million residents.

The Guangdong
Comprehensive Lifelong
Learning Platform, backed
by multiple provincial agen-
cies including the education
and culture departments, is
designed to offer a range of
educational resources. Officials
said the goal is to help the
populous manufacturing hub
to have a highly skilled work-
force.

Lifelong learning has been
identified by the provincial
government as a major strate-
gic task for the 15th Five-Year
Plan (2026-30) period.

Xizang Air
Passengers

Xizang’s civil aviation sector
saw steady growth in 2025, with

http://www.bjreview.com
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annual passenger throughput
exceeding 8 million for the
first time, regional aviation
authorities said, according to
newspaper Xizang Daily.

A total of 71,000 flights
were handled during the year,
while passenger numbers
reached 8.06 million and cargo
and mail volumes rose to
56,000 tons. These figures con-
stituted year-on-year increases
of 6.9 percent, 6 percent and 8
percent, respectively.

Passenger traffic increased
by about 1 million compared
with 2024.

The growth has been sup-
ported by an expanding route
network centered on Lhasa
Gonggar International Airport,
and supported by seven feeder
airports across the region. New
routes were launched linking
Lhasa with Chengdu in Sichuan
Province and Guangzhou in
Guangdong Province, along
with connections from Ngari
Prefecture and Lhokha to
Chengdu.

Flight frequencies to
hub cities such as Chengdu,
Chongging and Xi'an in
Shaanxi Province were in-
creased.

Xizang is now connected to
84 domestic and international
cities through 204 air routes

operated by 12 airlines, Xizang
Daily reported.

Authorities said improved
connectivity has helped
strengthen links between
Xizang and other parts of the
country while making travel
more accessible for residents in
the region’s remote areas.

Zhongguancun
Forum

Media registration began

on February 25 for the 2026
Zhongguancun Forum (ZGC
Forum), which is scheduled
to take place in Beijing from
March 25 to 29.

Registration will be open
for global media reporters until
March 13 on the ZGC Forum
website.

With the annual theme
of Full Integration Between
Technological and Industrial
Innovation, this year's forum
will include conferences,
achievement releases, tech-
nology trade fairs, frontier
competitions and supporting
events.

Founded in 2007 with the
permanent theme of Innovation
and Development, the forum
has evolved into a global, com-
prehensive, open and high-
level international event for

Ny &

Goldfish eritage

Children view goldfish at a park in Fuzhou, Fujian Province, on
February 25. Fuzhou goldfish cultivation skills, a form of intangible
cultural heritage native to Fujian, have been passed down through
many generations, leading to distinctive local varieties.

enhancing global innovation in
science and technology.

Travel Rush

China’s 2026 Spring Festival
travel rush passed its halfway
point on February 21, with
inter-regional passenger trips
reaching 5.08 billion in the
first 20 days, the Ministry of
Transport said on February 22.
Of this total, road trips ac-
counted for 4.76 billion, while

railways handled 258 million
trips. Waterways and civil avia-
tion recorded 19.99 million and
47.52 million passenger trips,
respectively.

The annual travel surge,
known as chunyun and often
described as the world’s largest
human migration, is expected
to generate a record 9.5 billion
inter-regional passenger trips
during the 40-day period run-
ning from February 2 to March
13 this year.

http://www.bjreview.com
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Future on Display

A humanoid robot writes Chinese calligraphy in Wuhan, Hubei
Province, on February 24. Several electric vertical takeoff and
landing aircraft and humanoid robots made their debut at the
event, showcasing some of the province’s latest achievements.
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Manufacturing
Digital Drive

China’s digital push in the
manufacturing sector has
entered a stage of broad-based
adoption, with the vast majority
of large industrial enterprises
implementing digital upgrades,
a report said.

The report released by the
China Academy of Information
and Communications
Technology said the breadth
of digital transformation across
the manufacturing sector has
expanded markedly, signaling a
shift to scaled deployment.

As of December 2025, 89.6
percent of major industrial firms
had undertaken digital retrofit-
ting. Digital upgrades have
particularly advanced faster in
the automotive, shipbuilding
and electronic information
manufacturing sectors, with
digital upgrade rates reaching
94.4 percent, 94.2 percent and
93.9 percent, respectively.

Digital transformation has
emerged as a key driver of
efficiency, resilience and green

production, according to Jiao
Beibei, an engineer with the
academy.

China should further
accelerate the adoption of
digital technologies by aligning
transformation efforts with com-
panies’ operational needs and
broader industrial upgrading
goals, the report said, calling for
stronger support in standards-
setting, infrastructure and other
fundamental areas.

Green Loans

In 2025, China saw strong
expansion of green loans, chan-
neling more financial resources
into low-carbon sectors and
providing solid momentum for
accelerating the country’s green
economic and social transition,
the People’s Bank of China
(PBQO), the central bank, said.

The balance of China’s
green loans in local and foreign
currencies stood at 44.8 trillion
yuan ($6.5 trillion) by the end
of 2025, up 20.2 percent year
on year, according to a report
released by the PBC.

During the 14th Five-Year

Plan (2021-25) period, green
loans grew at an average annual
rate of 30.2 percent, 21.1 percent-
age points higher than that of
total lending, while their share
of overall loan balances surged
from 6.7 percent to 16.2 percent.

During the period, cumu-
lative green bond issuance
reached 5.2 trillion yuan ($757
billion), with outstanding bal-
ances of 2.4 trillion yuan ($349
billion), making China one of
the world’s largest green bond
markets, according to the report.

Going forward, the PBC will
extend support to cover more
areas with carbon-reduction
benefits, help unlock the value
of resources and environmental
assets, and support financial
institutions in participating in an
orderly manner in the develop-
ment of the national carbon
market, the report said.

Railway Sector
Investment

China’s railway sector com-
pleted 46.3 billion yuan ($6.7
billion) in fixed assets invest-
ment in January, up 5.5 percent

year on year, China State
Railway Group Co. Ltd,, the
national railway operator, said
on February 13.

Railway construction
advanced at high quality and
efficiency levels during the
month, effectively boosting
overall investment and deliver-
ing a solid start to the year, the
company said.

Since the beginning of this
year, the company has focused
on serving major national strat-
egies and regional economic
development, leveraging the
railway construction sector’s
long industrial chain and broad
spillover effects.

Making full use of the coun-
try’s policy support for major
national strategies and security
capacity-building in key areas,
the company has accelerated
railway construction, with sev-
eral key projects seeing positive
progress.

As of late 2025, China’s total
operational rail mileage had
reached 165,000 km, including
more than 50,000 km of high-
speed rail lines.

NUMBERS

China’s Producer Price Index (PPI) Growth
(%)
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Forex Market

China’s foreign exchange (forex)
market operated steadily in
January, with net inflows in cross-
border capital, according to official
data released on February 13.

Forex settlements by banks
totaled $286.3 billion that
month, and sales came in at
$206.5 billion, according to the
State Administration of Foreign
Exchange.

The surplus was down 20
percent from December 2025,
said Li Bin, a spokesperson for
the administration, attributing the
moderation to seasonal factors.

In January, cross-border
receipts and payments by non-
banking sectors totaled $781.6
billion and $699.5 billion, the
administration said.

By major channel, net capital
inflows under trade in goods
dropped 27 percent month on
month in January, while net
outflows under trade in services
increased by 23 percent. Net in-
flows under securities investment
remained stable, according to Li.

Overall, China’s forex market
saw active trading and stable

expectations, with cross-border
capital flows becoming more
stable, Li said.

Wind, Solar Power
Capacity

China’s newly installed solar and
wind power capacity exceeded
430 million kilowatts (kw) in 2025,
an increase of 22 percent year on
year, hitting a record high, National
Energy Administration (NEA) data
showed on February 12.

This surge propelled the
cumulative grid-connected
capacity of wind and solar power
to 1.84 billion kw, accounting for
473 percent of the country’s total
installed power capacity and
surpassing thermal power for the
first time.

Meanwhile, solar and wind
power accounted for 22 percent of
the nation’s total electricity output
in 2025, according to the NEA.

Liu Deshun, chief engineer of
the NEA, said in 2026, development
of the new energy storage industry
will be promoted as part of China’s
efforts to accelerate the establish-
ment of a new power system.

By 2035, a new power system
capable of accommodating a
high share of new energy should
be established, along with further
improvements in new energy
consumption and regulation
systems, noted a guideline rolled
out by the National Development
and Reform Commiission, China’s
economic planner, in November
2025.

Low-Altitude
Communication

Multiple Chinese authorities have
jointly issued guidelines to bolster
the information and communica-
tion sector, aiming to support

the development of low-altitude
infrastructure.

Low-altitude infrastructure re-
fers to the total system of physical
and digital support structures that
enable aircraft operating below
1,000 meters (such as drones and
eVTOLs) to take off, land, connect
and be managed.

The guidelines, which were re-
leased by the Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology and
four other government depart-

ments, establish that ground
mobile communication network
coverage for low-altitude public
air routes across the country
should be no lower than 90
percent by 2027.

They also mandate the devel-
opment of at least 10 standards
for information infrastructure
and the cultivation of typical low-
altitude application scenarios in
fields such as urban governance,
logistics and transportation, as
well as culture and tourism.

The guidelines call for
the active development of the
5G-Advanced industry, upgrades
to existing ground base stations,
and the accelerated maturity of
integrated sensing and communi-
cation technologjies.

The five departments urged
coordinated efforts in network
deployment, technological
advancement and application
development, and advocated the
utilization of multiple funding
channels to support research on
key technologies, equipment
development and application
promotion for related information
infrastructure.

China’s CPI Growth by Type
Jan. (% y.0.y.)

Food || -0.2

Clothing 1.9
Housing | -0.1

Household items and services 2.6
34 _ Transport
Education | O
Healthcare 1.7
Others (combined) 13.2
-4 =3 -2 = 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
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EGYPT BANGLADESH

The Great Temple of Abu Simbel Aneventis held at the Central Shaheed Minar
during the Sun Festival in Aswan monumentin Dhaka on February 21 to mark
on February 22. On that day, rays Intemational Mother Language Day, which aims to
of the morning sun reached the promote linguistic and cultural diversity
innermost shrine of the Great and multiingualism
Temple of Abu Simbel

MEXICO

Security personnel stand guard on a street in Mexico City on
February 23, a day after military forces launched an operation
that killed Jalisco New Generation Cartel leader Nemesio
Oseguera Cervantes, known as “El Mencho.” Retaliatory
attacks by the criminal group have since left 27
security personnel dead
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THE DEMOCRATIC PEQOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

The first enlarged plenary meeting of the Ninth Central Committee of the Workers’
Party of Korea WPK) convenes on February 23. Top leader Kim Jong Un presided
over the meeting. The Presidium of the Political Bureau and the Political Bureau of
the WPK Central Committee, including Kim, were elected at the meeting
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Arally in front of the Second Members’
Office Building of the House of
Representatives in Tokyo on February
24 in protest of Pime Minister Sanae
& Takaichi's push for policies including
accelerating constitutional revision and
expanding military capabilities

- JAPAN
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@

UNITED STATES

Astreetin New York City on
February 22. That same day, Mayor
Zohran Mamdani declared a state of
emergency and issued a travel ban
as awinter storm hit the region
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0 ACTOR BRINGS ‘SPIRIT OF THE HORSE’ TO LIFE

Aruna, 32, delivered one of the most popular performances of this year’s China Media
Group Spring Festival Gala, a widely watched variety show broadcast on February 16,

Chinese New Year eve.

Aruna led 95 performers from 47 troupes in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region
in The Galloping Hailiu Horse, an adaptation of a traditional folk song.
Known predominantly for his chilling on-screen villain roles, Aruna has
a solid musical foundation and was, in fact, a choir lead in his youth.
Leading the performance gave him the opportunity to showcase
talents rarely seen by his fans and also reconnect with traditional
Mongolian culture. “I knew the performance was bound to be a blast,
and we did it,” the actor said in an interview after the gala.

Mining in Space

People’s Daily

February 25

Once confined to the realm of science fiction,
space mining is edging closer to engineering
reality. Recently, China Aerospace Science
and Technology Corp. announced an initia-
tive to build an integrated experimental and
ground-support system for space resource
development. The ultimate goal is to build
an industrial chain covering everything from
surveying to processing.

The allure is obvious, as space is a largely
untapped mine. Certain asteroids are thought
to be rich in platinum-group metals such as
platinum and palladium. Most immediately
valuable, however, may be water ice, which

“China will firmly protect the
company’s legitimate and lawful
rights and interests.”

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning, commenting
on a takeover by Panamanian authorities of two Panama
Canal ports operated by Hong Kong-based

conglomerate CK Hutchison at a press conference on

February 24

10 BEIING REVIEW MARCH 5, 2026

can be split into hydrogen and oxygen to pro-
duce efficient rocket fuel.

However, shipping materials back to
Earth remains prohibitively expensive, often
exceeding their market value. The focus,
therefore, is on in-situ resource utilization—
using what is mined in space to sustain further
space activity at mission destinations.

This approach is underpinned by China’s
steady advances in space technology. A
series of lunar sample-return missions and
an ongoing asteroid expedition signal grow-
ing competence in deep-space exploration.
Upcoming lunar projects will focus on sur-
veying water ice and experimenting with
in-situ resource use. Gradually, China is
assembling the technical foundation needed
to move space resources from the realm of
scientific curiosity to practical endeavor.

Sy,

The Next Bite

China Newsweek
February 2
From family reunion dinners to village
banquets, food has always been at the
heart of Chinese New Year celebrations.
Yet beyond the traditional festive spread,
deeper shifts are reshaping what Chinese
cuisine looks like in the Year of the Horse.
On January 29, videos of British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer dining at a restau-
rant serving Yunnan cuisine in Beijing
during his visit to China went viral across

“Museums are no longer aloof
venues but are becoming popular
public spaces for social and
cultural engagement.”

Zhang Wanjing, a researcher at the Ningxia Academy of
Social Sciences, in an interview with Xinhua News Agency
about the immersive experiences delivered through

technological innovation at museums

http://www.bjreview.com
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global social media, casting an unexpected
spotlight on what was once considered a
niche corner of Chinese cuisine. The buzz
reflects a broader trend: Yunnan, Guizhou
and other regional cuisines beyond the
Big Eight—the eight most widely recog-
nized Chinese culinary styles—are rapidly
gaining ground in the country’s evolving
dining scene.

Equally notable is the rise of a new
generation of chefs who are redefining
culinary traditions. One type of cuisine
that has largely been transformed is Fujian
cuisine. Though counted among the Big
Eight, it was once seen as heavy, gooey
and old-fashioned. Today, young chefs are
transforming classic Fujian-style dishes
into lighter versions that appeal more to
modern palates.

A third trend reshaping China’s res-
taurant scene is the bistro boom. In recent
years, small bistros have popped up across
the country, serving refined regional dishes
in cozy, intimate settings where diners can
relax and socialize. Echoing traditional
neighborhood taverns where braised
snacks and traditional wine fueled conver-
sation, a new generation of young people,
many of whom have studied abroad, are
creating unique dining experiences that
blend local flavors with cosmopolitan
tastes.

“Horse-themed designs fulfill the
public’s psychological and emotional
needs, perfectly resonating
with their inner aspirations and
effectively stimulating the cultural

consumption market.”

Liu Xiaocheng, Dean of the School of Journalism and
Communication at Lanzhou University, in an interview with
Xinhua about cultural products created for the Year

of the Horse
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From Prompt to Premiere

Yangcheng Evening News
February 14

A new Al model developed by ByteDance,
the Chinese company behind TikTok, has
recently rocked the tech world with its ability
to generate cinema-quality videos. Dubbed
Seedance 2.0, the system can stitch together
text and images into sequences that resemble
big-budget productions from a handful of
prompts.

The implications for creative industries
are profound. Processes that once demanded
teams of storyboard artists, cinematographers
and editors can be slimmed down to the work
of a single person. By sharply lowering the
cost and technical barriers to high-quality pro-

duction, such systems—if widely adopted—
may blur the boundary between studio-grade
filmmaking and individual experimentation.

Yet the technology also raises many ques-
tions. On Chinese short-video platforms, users
have already generated Al-crafted clips in the
style of films by Stephen Chow, prompting
the filmmaker’s agent to publicly ask whether
such content amounts to infringement.

The episode underscores a familiar tension
in generative Al: The line between inspiration
and appropriation is perilously thin. As with
many such systems, Seedance’s long-term
prospects may hinge as much on technical
sophistication as on governance—whether its
developers can embed respect for intellectual
property and clear ethical guardrails into the
model’s evolution.

0 STAGE ACTOR MAKES SILVER SCREEN SPLASH

Chen Lijun, 33, has made one of the most talked-about big-screen debuts of the year so
far, joining the cast of Spring Festival blockbuster Blades of the Guardians. Chen plays the
role of Ayuya, the daughter of a retired assassin, in the film, after being called in as a last-
minute replacement and filming 32 scenes, including 18 high-risk action sequences, in just

11 days.

A performer of Xiaosheng, male lead roles, in Yueju Opera, an
opera originating in Zhejiang Province, Chen has honed her craft in the
prestigious Zhejiang Xiaobaihua Yueju Opera House since 2013.

Her stage experience allowed her to integrate traditional opera
techniques into the film’s action choreography. User-generated review
platform Douban placed the film second among the six new films re-
leased on Chinese New Year’s Day, February 17.

“The application of Al technology
is not just an innovation at the tool
level. It also brings a revolution to the
filmmaking workflow.”

Wang Shu with the China Science Writers Association,

speaking about the use of Al-powered virtual
technologies at film studios across the country
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