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Vision 2030

This year’s sessions of the National
People’s Congress and the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative
Conference National Committee were of
particular importance as they took place at
the outset of China’s 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-30) period. These Two Sessions
had the responsibility of finalizing the
development blueprint for the next five
years, so understanding their outcomes
will provide insights into where China
sees its people’s wellbeing and its place in
the world in 2030.

One of the focuses of the plan is to
develop new quality productive forces,
which are economic drivers based on cut-
ting-edge technologies, with science and
technology innovation being placed in the
leading position. The transition to pow-
ering economic growth with industries
such as Al, quantum technology, 6G and
biomanufacturing is necessary to improve
China’s international competitiveness.

In addition to the 15th Five-Year Plan,
another key item on the Two Sessions
agenda included the government work
report, which releases key targets, such as
GDP growth and monetary policy orien-
tation for 2026. With the aim of striking
a balance between stabilizing economic
growth and promoting reform, new
policies focused on expanding domestic
demand, stabilizing employment and

improving people’s wellbeing. Proactive
measures were introduced to address core
concerns of the public, such as education,
healthcare, elderly care and the develop-
ment of rural areas. These measures will
not only contribute to China’s economic
and social development, but also bring
opportunities to the international commu-
nity.

On the legislative agenda were an
environmental code, a law on promoting
ethnic unity and progress, and a law on
national development planning. In par-
ticular, the country’s second “code’ after
the Civil Code, the environmental code
has integrated the concept of green devel-
opment into the practice of rule of law,
enhancing legal support for the building
of a beautiful China.

The Two Sessions brought together
China’s legislators and political advisors,
as well as wisdom collected from experts
and industry to chart China’s path for-
ward, both domestically and as a member
of the global community. China will
continue aligning itself behind the expan-
sion of high-standard opening up and the
deepening of international cooperation.
Aiming to address uncertainties with
stable policies, China will promote sound
and steady economic and social devel-
opment, injecting certainty and positive
momentum into the world. BR
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THIS WEEK

A NEW BEGINNING

Students decorate a display board at a primary school in Dongcheng District of Beijing on March 2, the day the new
semester began for primary and secondary schools in many parts of China.
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THIS WEEK SOCIETY

Boosting Blueberry Sales

Customers pick blueberries at a greenhouse in Pinggu District of Beijing on February 26. As greenhouse
blueberries ripen in Pinggu, local farmers are boosting sales through live-streaming e-commerce and
agri-tourism.

Solar Modules
Recycling

The Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology, together
with five other government de-
partments, on March 3 released
guidelines to promote comprehen-
sive recycling and reuse of end-
of-life photovoltaic (PV) modules,
aiming to build system-level
capacity to cope with an expected
wave of large-scale retirements.

China will further raise the
Level of green manufacturing for
PV modules, increase the use of
recycled materials, and improve
scrap assessment standards and
testing and inspection methods,
according to the guidelines, which
set a target for the cumulative
comprehensive utilization of retired
PV modules to reach 250,000 tons
by2027.

The guidelines urged break-
throughs in key technologies.
Efforts will be made to develop a
set of technical standards for the
green design and comprehensive
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utilization of PV modules, and
foster a group of leading backbone
enterprises engaged in the compre-
hensive utilization of end-of-life PV
modules.

Healthy Schools

Chinese children will spend more
time outdoors, on artistic hobbies
and handiwork after the country
rolled out a new guideline to
develop “healthy schools.”

The guideline, issued by
the Ministry of Education, serves
as a key policy document for
implementing a health-first educa-
tion philosophy, Sun Mingchun,
director of the division of physical,
health and arts education under the
ministry, said at a press conference
on February 27.

“While progress has been
made, challenges remain in areas
such as students’ physical fitness,
eyesight, weight management,
mental health, food safety and
nutrition,” Sun added.

The guideline aims to address
these prominent concemsin a

coordinated manner and shift the
focus of education from emphasiz-
ing academic performance alone
to promoting students’ all-round
physical and psychological devel-
opment, he added.

Eight key tasks have been
identified as central to this initia-
tive, according to the guideline,
including strengthening physical
education, enhancing
artistic education and mental health
education, and preventing and
controlling myopia and obesity.

Waste Electrical
Products

China has issued new technical
standards aimed at better regulat-
ing the disposal and recycling
of waste electrical and electronic
products, controlling pollution, and
protecting the environment. These
standards are a revision of the
2010 standards, and took effect on
March 1, according to the Ministry
of Ecology and Environment
Ministry spokesperson Pei

VNHNIX

Xiaofei told a press conference

on February 27 that China, as

the world's largest manufacturer
and consumer of electrical and
electronic products, has seen both
the volume and variety of waste
electrical and electronic products
continue to grow in recent years.

Pei said the ministry has
promoted the proper treatment of
such waste through formal chan-
nels for dismantling, recycling and
utilization, noting that over more
than a decade, various regions have
processed more than 1 billion waste
television sets, refrigerators, wash-
ing machines, air conditioners and
computersin a standardized man-
ner, with approximately 22 million
tons of dismantled materials being
recycled or disposed of properly.

The new technical standards
expanded the categories of waste
electrical and electronic products
that are covered, bringing products
such as self-service machines, retail
self~checkout machines, drones,
wearable smart devices and intel-
ligent in-vehicle devices under
regulatory control.

The new standards also refined
the requirements for pollution
control during the storage phase
and dismantling process.

Child Welfare

The Ministry of Civil Affairs has re-
leased two regulatory documents
aimed at improving the approach
to child welfare and assistance for
minors, both of which are set to
take effect on April 1, Xinhua News
Agency reported on February 26.
Under the newly formulated
interim measures, assistance and
protection facilities for minors are
being established by governments.
These state-run centers are required
to provide a range of services for
children in their care, including liv-
ing support, family-tracing services,
medical care, education, security,
and psychologjical counseling.
The measures also task these

http://www.bjreview.com
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institutions with crisis intervention
and guardianship assessment
responsibilities for vulnerable
children outside their custody.

Separately, the revised
management measures for child
welfare institutions include new
provisions for expanded social
services. Qualified child welfare
institutions are encouraged to offer
rehabilitation services to children
with autism or other disabilities in
the broader community.

Death Certificates

Chinese medical institutions will
begin issuing paper and electronic
death certificates simultaneously
starting January 1,2027, as part of
efforts to improve efficiency and
public services, according to a
dircular released on February 27.
The circular, jointly issued by
five government departments
including the National Health
Commission, aims to standardize
the registration and manage-
ment of medical death certificate
information and promote the ap-
plication of electronic credentials,
making related procedures more
convenient for the public.
Beginning July 1this year,
medical and health institutions na-
tionwide will adopt a unified format
and coding system for medical

death certificates. Both paper docu-
ments and electronic certificates
will carry equal legal validity, the
dircular said.

Authorities will also establish
a nationally unified electronic
information system for medical
death certificates, regulate issuance
timelines and electronic seals, and
optimize procedures for certificate
issuance and reissuance in various
circumstances.

A medical death certificate,
issued by healthcare institutions
to certify a person’s death and
cause of death, is a key document
required for household registration
cancellation and funeral arrange-
ments. Itis jointly administered by
the health, public security, and civil
affairs authorities.

Preventing Fires

China is stepping up efforts to
prevent forest and grassland fires
as extreme weather becomes more
frequent, raising fire risks nation-
wide, the Ministry of Emergency
Management (MEM) said on
February 27.

Rising spring temperatures and
below-average rainfall, combined
with outdoor activities such as
spring farming and recreational
outings, have increased fire-control
pressures, Yang Xudong, an official

Fire Safety Education

Firefighters help students understand the dangers of flammable
materials during a lecture at a middle school in Changning District in
Shanghai on March 2. A new semester kicked off for primary and
secondary schools as well as kindergartens in many parts of China that
same day.

with the MEM, told a press confer-
ence.

Authorities will tighten local
govemment responsibilities and
urge forest and grassland op-
erators to improve fire-prevention
infrastructure and expand patrol
coverage, while implementing
more targeted controls over out-
door fire sources, Yang said.

Toimprove early detection
and response capabilities, China

will further optimize an integrated
waming system that combines
satellite observation, aerial patrols
and ground inspections, and issue
early waming information in a
timely and accurate manner.
China has made sustained
efforts to protect its forests and
grasslands in recent years. In 2025,
a total of 226 such fires were report-
ed nationwide, the lowest level on
record, according to the MEM.

http://www.bjreview.com
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Spring Tourism
Tourists feed black-headed gulls beside

Dianchi Lake in Kunming, Yunnan Province,
on February 26.
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Increasing Liquidity
The People’s Bank of China
(PBQ), the country’s central bank,
injected liquidity into the market
using multiple tools in February,
it said in a statement on March 3.

The PBC injected 600 billion
yuan ($87 billion) into the market
through its medium-term lending
facility (MLF) and withdrew 300
billion yuan($43 billion), resulting
in a net injection of 300 billion
yuan.

The MLF tool was introduced
in 2014 to help commercial and
policy banks maintain liquidity
by allowing them to borrow from
the central bank, using securities
as collateral.

In addition to MLF operations,
the PBC reported that its open
market trading of treasury bonds
yielded a net injection of 50 bil-
lion yuan ($7 billion).

Through seven-day reverse
repo operations, the central bank
injected nearly 2.9 trillion yuan
($419 billion) into the market
but withdrew about 3.02 trillion
yuan ($436 billion), resulting in a
net withdrawal of approximately

120.5 billion yuan ($17 billion).

Through reverse repos, the
PBC adds liquidity to the banking
system by purchasing securities
from commercial banks through
bidding, with an agreement to
sell them back in the future.

Rail Network

The Yangtze River Delta—a major
economic engine in the east of
China—plans to open five new
high-speed railway sections
within the year. The announce-
ment comes amid expectations
that the region’s 2026 rail invest-
ment will exceed 130 billion yuan
($19 billion).

According to China Railway
Shanghai Group Co., this would
be the seventh consecutive year
that the region’s railway invest-
ment has exceeded 100 billion
yuan ($14 billion).

Among the years five rail
projects, a section of the Jinhua-
Jiande high-speed railway in
Zhejiang Province has already
commenced operations, opening
in February. The four other lines,
including the Huaibei-Bengbu

railway in Anhui Province, are
slated to open later this year.

By the end of 2025, the total
length of operational railway
tracks in the region exceeded
15,400 km, with high-speed rail
accounting for over 8,100 km of
that total.

The Yangtze River Delta,
which covers the Shanghai
Municipality and Jiangsu,
Zhejiang and Anhui provinces, is
one of China’s most economical-
ly dynamic, open and innovative
regions, playing a key role in
national development and creat-
ing high demand for transport.

Credit Standing

Chinese enterprises maintained a
sound overall credit standing in
January, the State Administration
for Market Regulation said on
March 3.

The China Enterprise Credit
Index, released by the adminis-
tration, stood at 161.79 in January,
edging down 0.53 points month
on month but remaining in a high
range, indicating sustained posi-
tive corporate creditworthiness.

Sub-indices tracking cor-
porate reliability, operational
capacity and connectivity held
steady that month. However,
slight declines were seenin
financial standing, regulatory
compliance and supervisory met-
rics.

Data also showed that two
thirds of industries posted month-
on-month gains in their credit
indices in January. Sectors such
as utilities, transportation, ware-
housing and postal services have
recorded consecutive gains over
the past three months, pointing to
continued improvements in the
credit environment for industries
closely linked to people’s liveli-
hoods.

Tax Compliance

On March 2, the State Taxation
Administration unveiled the out-
comes of key initiatives carried
out in 2025, designed to build
a unified national market and
support high-quality economic
development via fairer tax poli-
cies.

A core component of these
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initiatives was strict governance
of unlawful tax practices tied to
local investment incentives, with
a disciplinary rule enforced that
prevented local tax authorities
from participating in or overlook-
ing such activities. Last year, 389
leads on suspected violations
were investigated, with confirmed
cases promptly rectified.
According to Xu Sheng, a
researcher with the economic
research institute under the
National Development and
Reform Commission, this move
targeted excessive, self-defeating
competition between regions that
often rely on preferential tax poli-
cies to attract businesses, which
can distort market order and
crowd out compliant enterprises.
The administration has
pledged to continue its campaign
against illegal tax practices, with
the goal of rectifying disorderly
competition to ensure resources
flow efficiently across China.

New Businesses

China registered an average of
26,000 newly established en-

terprises per day in 2025, official
data showed on February 28.

A total of 25.74 million new
businesses were set up nation-
wide last year, according to the
National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS).

In 2025, the number of new
foreign-funded companies in
China totaled 70,392, up 19.1
percent year on year, the NBS
data revealed.

Investors from countries
participating in the Belt and Road
Initiative—a China-proposed
initiative to boost connectivity
along and beyond the ancient
Silk Road routes—including
those investing via certain free
ports, set up 19,756 enterprises in
China in 2025, an increase of 14.7
percent from a year earlier. These
firms made 116.8 billion yuan
($17 billion) in direct investment
in China last year, up 1.9 percent
year on year.

Carbon Dioxide
Emissions

China’s carbon dioxide emissions
per10,000 yuan ($1,445) of GDP

fell 5 percent year on yearin 2025,
as the country made notable
progress in energy conservation
and carbon reduction, official data
showed on February 28.

Energy consumption per
10,000 yuan of GDP, excluding
energy used as raw materials and
non-fossil energy consumption,
declined 5.1 percent year on year
in 2025, according to the NBS.

Power generation from clean
energy sources such as hydro-
power, nuclear power, wind power
and solar power reached nearly
425 trillion kilowatt (kw)-hours,
up 14.4 percent over the previous
year.

New-energy vehicle (NEV)
production totaled over 1652 mil-
lion units, marking a 25.1-percent
increase from a year earlier. By the
end of 2025, the number of NEVs
in use had reached 43.97 million
units, an increase of 12.57 million
units from the previous year.

EV Charging
Network

China’s charging network for
electric vehicles (EVs) continued

to expand swiftly in January, with
the number of charging connec-
tors totaling 20.7 million by the
end of the month, official data
showed on February 27.

This figure marked a sharp
increase of 49.6 percent from
one year earlier, according to the
data from the National Energy
Administration.

Of these, around 4.8 million
were public charging facilities,
while 15.9 million were private, up
31.2 percent and 56.1 percent year
on year, respectively, the data
revealed.

The combined rated power of
public EV charging facilities had
reached 226 million kw at the
end of January, or approximately
47.01 kw per charging facility on
average, the data showed.

In October 2025, China
unveiled a three-year action
plan to improve the country’s EV
charging infrastructure, aiming to
establish a nationwide network of
28 million charging facilities, with
public charging capacity surpass-
ing 300 million kw by the end of
2027.
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PAKISTAN THAILAND

Law enforcement personnel stand Chinese and Thai Yingge performers ]
guard during clashes with take part in a performance in Phanat
anti-U.S. protesters near the U.S. Nikhom District, Chonburi Province, on
Consulate in Karachi on March 1. February 28 to celebrate the second
Twenty people were killed and over Phanat Nikhom Yingge Festival, held
100 others injured in the incident from February 28 to March 1
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JAPAN

The rocket launch of the third-ever mission of
Japanese company Space One ended in failure
on March 4, as the flight of the Kairos rocket was
aborted during ascent

8 BEIIING REVIEW MARCH 12,2026 http://www.bjreview.com
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OND,
GERMANY

Visitors outside the venue for the ITB Berlin
travel trade show in Berlin on March 3. First
held in 1966, the event celebrated its 60th
anniversary and ran on March 3-5

ITB BERLIN
DISCOVER THE STORIES

BOLIVIA

Security forces at the site of a
military plane crash at El Alto
International Airport in EI Alto on
February 27. At least 15 people
were killed and 30 others injured

@
ITALY

Torchbearers unify the Olympic
flame during the Milano Cortina
2026 Paralympic Winter Games
Torch Relay and Flame Unifying
Ceremony in Cortina D’Ampezzo on
March 3

http://www.bjreview.com MARCH 12,2026 BEIJING REVIEW 9
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0 TEEN BREAKDANCER SPINS FROM WORLD TITLE TO GALA STAGE

Guo Pu, 17, caught audiences’ attention with a stunning dance performance during this
year’s China Media Group Spring Festival Gala on February 16. Just two months ear-
lier, the teenager from Shandong Province claimed China’s first-ever gold medal at the
World Dance Sport Federation World Breaking Championship in Fukuoka, Japan.

Guo started breakdancing at age 7 after a local coach spotted her talent. By 2021,
she was the youngest competitor at the National Games. She claimed the national youth

title in 2023.

Quantum Breakthrough

Economic Daily
March 2

China’s first self-developed quantum com-
puter operating system, Origin Pilot, has
officially been made available for online
download, marking a significant step in the
country’s push to build an independent and
open quantum computing ecosystem.
Quantum computing aims to solve
highly complex problems by using the
properties of tiny particles to process
information. Once fully matured, the
technology is expected to power transfor-
mative breakthroughs across industries. In
pharmaceutical research, quantum simula-
tion could accelerate the discovery of new
medicines. In finance, quantum algorithms

“We hope that the U.S. Congress will view

Guo’s breakthrough year was 2025, winning the Asian
Championship in June, gold at the Chengdu World Games in August
and the world championship in December. Her style fuses breakdanc-
ing’s power moves with Chinese tradition: tai chi-inspired freezes and
Peking Opera steps in footwork.

may enhance the precision of risk analysis,
particularly under extreme market condi-
tions.

While the field has demonstrated re-
markable potential, experts estimate that
general-purpose quantum computers may
still be about 15 years away. The next five
years are widely seen as a pivotal window
for the sector to move from laboratory
prototypes toward scalable, real-world ap-
plications.

First unveiled in 2021, Origin Pilot has
since undergone multiple upgrades. By
lowering development barriers and acceler-
ating industrial adoption, its public release
signals that China is shifting from pursu-
ing standalone hardware breakthroughs to
cultivating a collaborative environment for
quantum research.

Bridging the Al Talent
Gap

Oriental Outlook

February 5

According to a report from the Ministry
of Human Resources and Social Security
(MOHRSS), China currently faces a
shortage of over 5 million Al profession-
als. This imbalance reflects the urgent
need for closer alignment between tal-
ent cultivation and industrial demand.
Whether traditional education models
can keep pace with the rapid evolution

“The current surge in humanoid

China and China’s developmentinan
objective and rational way, and do more
things conducive to the bilateral
relationship and the friendship between

robots is driven by greater Al
capabilities and the growing
computing power of Al chips.”

Guo Jishun, General Manager of Gelanruo, a
Wuhan-based robotics company, in an interview
with Xinhua News Agency

our peoples.”

Lou Qinjian, spokesperson for the Fourth Session of the 14th
National People’s Congress, China’s top legislature, at a press
conference on March 4, one day ahead of the session’s opening

10 BEUING REVIEW MARCH 12,2026 http://www.bjreview.com
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of Al-related industries will directly in-
fluence the integration of scientific and
industrial innovation.

In response, a collaborative transfor-
mation involving universities, enterprises
and government bodies is underway. In
2024, nine departments, including the
MOHRSS, jointly issued a two-year ac-
tion plan for accelerating digital talent
development, and local authorities have
followed with corresponding policies.

Both comprehensive universities and
vocational institutions are reforming their
digital education systems through differ-
ent approaches. For instance, Tsinghua
University launched a new Al certifi-
cate program in 2025 to build students’
foundational literacy and technical com-
petence in Al

Vocational colleges are developing
programs connected to industrial chains,
emphasizing hands-on, application-
driven training. These schools integrate
Al tools into fields such as fashion design
and intelligent manufacturing. At the
same time, leading technology compa-
nies are moving beyond conventional
recruitment strategies by engaging in
early-stage talent development, forming
collaborations with educational institu-
tions to co-create an open and dynamic
Al talent ecosystem.

“Spraying our product just once aday
can make pollen settle over 20 times

more effectively than
spraying water.”

Xing Yu, a professor at the Beijing University of
Agriculture, commenting on an organic compound
developed by her team that Beijing uses an “invisible
mask” for juniper trees during the spring pollen season
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Poetry in Motion
Workers’ Daily
February 26
During the recently concluded Chinese
New Year holiday (February 15-23), a
poetry-themed sightseeing bus route in
Chengdu, capital of Sichuan Province,
drew crowds of curious visitors. The ex-
perience featured drivers and tour guides
dressed as Tang Dynasty (618-907) poets
Li Bai and Du Fu. Onboard announce-
ments broadcast their classical verses in
connection with historical landmarks along
the route.

This new bus line was an attempt to tap
into Chinese consumers’ growing appetite
for immersive tourism—travel experiences

that offer deeper emotional connection and
cultural resonance. Other cities have also
come up with their own means to capitalize
on the trend. In Xiangyang, a city in Hubei
Province famed as a strategic battleground
in wuxia novels, bus drivers portrayed
characters from The Legend of the Condor
Heroes by the late martial arts novelist Jin
Yong.

As cities introduce these cultural tour-
ism experiences, maintaining quality
remains essential. For Chengdu’s poetry-
themed bus, this could involve adding
more landmarks and offering complemen-
tary activities such as poetry workshops.
By doing so, the route can evolve into a
lasting cultural highlight of the city, rather
than remaining just a seasonal attraction.

0 WRITER WINS ITALIAN LITERARY PRIZE

Liu Zhenyun, 68, became the first Chinese novelist to win the Premio Internazionale
Nord-Sud, one of Italy’s most prestigious literary awards, in late February.

Liu, a professor at the Beijing-based Renmin University of China, was honored for
the unique philosophical insights and humor in his works, which have influenced read-
ers across multiple languages, the jury said in its citation.

Liu has been a prominent voice in Chinese literature for over three

missionary from Milan.

Condé.

decades. His connection to Italy runs deep in his fiction. A pivotal
character in his prize-winning novel Someone to Talk to is an Italian

The award adds Liu to a laureate list that includes Israeli writer
Amos Oz, Spanish novelist Juan José Millas and French author Maryse

“We aim to change the stereotype that
the Xixia Imperial Tombs are merely

‘earthen mounds’.”
Chen Xiaoxu, head of marketing at Xixia Imperial Tombs

Cultural Tourism Development Co. Ltd., in Yinchuan, Ningxia

Hui Autonomous Region, in an interview with Xinhua about
the immersive performance the company has developed to
showcase this World Heritage site
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