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A GREENER FUTURE

Kindergarten students plant trees in Taixing, Jiangsu Province, on March 11. In 1979, China designated March 12 as National
Tree Planting Day to promote nationwide participation in afforestation efforts.
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Spring Blossoms

As temperatures rise and flowers begin to bloom, tourists pose in front of spring blossoms at the Daming
Palace National Heritage Park, in Xi'an, Shaanxi Province, on March 9.

Green Transport

China will promote the digital
and green transition of its
transport sector during the 15th
Five-Year Plan period (2026-
30), Minister of Transport Liu
Wei said on March 9.

Over the next five years, the
country will promote the ap-
plication of Al in the transport
sector, and work to advance
the development of smart
highways, smart ports, and
smart shipping, Liu said on the
sidelines of the annual plenary
session of the National People’s
Congress (NPC).

The country will also pro-
mote the development of zero-
carbon transport corridors and
stations as part of efforts to
boost low-carbon development
of the transport sector, Liu said,
adding that China will step up
the application of clean energy
transportation equipment such

4 BEIJING REVIEW MARCH 19, 2026

as new energy vehicles and
vessels during the period.

At present, the coverage
of charging facilities in express-
way service areas across the
country has reached 98.8 per-
cent, Liu said, noting that the
country will work to increase
the capacity of high-power
charging facilities this year to
ease the difficulties in finding
charging piles and on waiting
time.

Liu also said that during
the 15th Five-Year Plan period,
the country will implement
initiatives to enhance intercity
commuting efficiency in metro-
politan areas, significantly
increasing the proportion of the
population with access to one-
hour commuting within these
areas.

The transport sector plays a
vital role in serving the public,
Liu said, noting that on aver-

age, about 550 million parcels
are shipped across the country
every day, which translates to
three parcels per person per
week.

Healthcare Progress

The average life expectancy
of the Chinese reached 79.25
years in 2025, an increase

of 1.32 years from 2020, Lei
Haichao, head of the National
Health Commission, said on
March 7 at a press conference
held on the sidelines of the
annual session of the NPC.

Lei described the past five
years as a period of historic
progress for China’s healthcare
sector, with improvements vis-
ible in multiple aspects.

He said a policy prioritizing
grassroots services has driven a
steady rise in visits to primary-
level healthcare institutions,
which handled 52.6 percent of

all medical diagnosis and treat-
ment nationwide in 2025, and
more healthcare workers serve
both urban and rural commu-
nities.

Today, over 90 percent
of the population can reach
their nearest healthcare facility
within a 15-minute walk, he
added. By the end of 2025,
China had more than 1.1 mil-
lion medical and healthcare
institutions and over 16 million
healthcare workers. The expan-
sion of healthcare resources,
Lei noted, has helped improve
fairness and accessibility of
basic medical services for the
country’s 1.4 billion people.

Looking ahead, he said
efforts will focus on strength-
ening primary-level healthcare
services and improving pedi-
atrics, mental health, general
practice, rehabilitation nursing,
and other services. Mobile
medical teams, telemedicine
and online consultations will
continue to be used to expand
public access to healthcare
services.

Lei pledged to deepen re-
forms of the healthcare system
and enhance public health
security capacity.

China aims to increase the
average life expectancy of its
people to around 80 years
through efforts planned for the
15th Five-Year Plan period, he
said.

Inbound Trips

China recorded over 150 mil-
lion inbound visits in 2025, a
year-on-year increase of over
17 percent, and the spending
of inbound travelers surpassed
$130 billion, Minister of Culture
and Tourism Sun Yeli said on
March 7.

Visa-free entries by
foreigners exceeded 30 million,
Sun told a press conference
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on the sidelines of the annual
session of the NPC.

China has made significant
strides in facilitating mobile
payments for international visi-
tors. In 2025, inbound tourists
spent about 80 billion yuan
($11.6 billion) via mobile pay-
ment platforms, according to
the official.

Sun noted that the phrase
“becoming Chinese” had been
a trending social media topic,
with many foreigners keen to
experience life in China.

Popular activities include
traveling by high-speed train,
watching drone displays, and
trying traditional Chinese
medicine massages. Wearing
hanfu attire and eating hotpot
have also become “must-
try” experiences for many
international visitors, he added.

Physical Activity
China has rolled out an initiative
mandating 15-minute inter-class
breaks and two hours of daily
physical activities for primary
and junior high school students
in all provincial-level regions,
Education Minister Huai Jinpeng
said on March 7.

Monitoring by national
authorities showed that the
percentage of students with
good-or-excellent physical

health has been steadily rising,
and the overall student myopia
rate has declined for four
consecutive years, Huai told a
press conference on the sidelines
of this year’s annual session of
the NPC.

He said China will further
advance the campaign to
strengthen student fitness by
creating physical education
classes that students enjoy and
promoting basketball, football
and volleyball matches across
campuses.

Elderly Care
Vouchers

China’s elderly care service
vouchers for seniors with
moderate to severe disabilities
have benefited 892,000 people,
with redemptions totaling 1.72
billion yuan ($249 million) so
far this year, Civil Affairs Minister
Lu Zhiyuan said on March 7 ata
press conference on the sidelines
of the annual session of the NPC.

China is expanding
community-based home care
services for the elderly. Across
the country, 80,000 senior din-
ing centers now serve more than
3 million seniors daily, helping
them access regular meals, Lu
said.

A total of 495,000 home-

Coffee Festival

Coffee lovers film a barista at Seng Pan Coffee during the fourth
Jiangmen Coffee Culture Festival in Jiangmen, Guangdong
Province, on March 5. The festival, held from March 5 to 8, gathered
more than 330 coffee brands from 13 countries and regions.

based care beds have been set
up, bringing professional care
directly to seniors.

In addition, 2.24 million
households with elderly residents
in special need have been
renovated to make their living

spaces more accessible, Lu added.

Expanding
University Enrollment

China’s top-class universities
have increased enrollments by

38,000 students over the past
two years, Education Minister
Huai Jinpeng said on March 7.

During the same period,
over 540 new tertiary-level
international cooperative
institutions and programs were
established, Huai told a press
conference on the sidelines of
this year’s session of the NPC.

He added that China will
continue to advance reforms to
better match talent supply with
demand.

http://www.bjreview.com
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Tea Harvest

A woman harvests spring tea leaves at a tea garden in Wuyi County,
Jinhua City, Zhejiang Province, on March 10. The tea gardens in
Wuyj, famous for producing organic tea, are currently at the height

of the harvest season.
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Foreign Trade

China’s foreign trade has made
a robust start to the year, with
total exports and imports in
goods recording double-digit
growth, surging 18.3 percent
year on year in the January-
February period, latest official
data showed.

Data released on March 10
by the General Administration
of Customs of China revealed
that total trade in goods
reached 7.73 trillion yuan ($1.1
trillion) during this period.

Exports rose 19.2 percent
from the same period last year
to 4.62 trillion yuan ($673
billion), while imports went up
17.1 percent to 311 trillion yuan
($453 billion), according to the
data.

In the first two months of
2026, China’s exports of hi-tech
and high value-added me-
chanical and electrical products
posted a year-on-year increase
of 243 percent.

Meanwhile, strong con-
sumer spending spurred by the
extended Spring Festival holi-
day (February 15 to 23) boosted

import demand. During the first
two months, China’s imports of
mechanical and electrical prod-
ucts, iron ore and crude oil all
posted double-digit growth.

Foreign Investment

China remains a key destination
for foreign businesses, with
more companies surveyed
continuing to invest in

the market despite global
economic uncertainties,
according to a report released
on March 10 by the American
Chamber of Commerce in
South China (AmCham South
China).

The 2026 Special Report on
the State of Business in South
China, published by AmCham
South China, said 95 percent of
participating companies report
a firm commitment to maintain-
ing operations in China.

According to the report, 45
percent of companies ranked
China as their top investment
priority, up 6 percentage points
from 2024.

It noted that 75 percent of
the companies surveyed plan

to reinvest in China in 2026.

“Companies are reinvesting
not only to expand market
share, but to innovate, localize
and strengthen their integration
within the Chinese economy,”
said Harley Seyedin, Chairman
and President of AmCham
South China. “This sustained re-
investment reflects confidence
in the market’s resilience and its
central role in global business
operations.”

China also remains an
important revenue source for
many companies. In 2025, 37
percent of surveyed firms said
more than 60 percent of their
global revenue came from the
Chinese market.

Notably, the report also
showed that 91 percent of
American companies said they
would not “decouple” from
China as a direct result of the
trade tensions.

A total of 426 companies
participated in the latest survey,
mainly from the United States,
China and Europe. Among
them, more than half are wholly
foreign-owned enterprises,

and 32 percent are American-
invested companies.

“Companies are deepening,
not retreating from, their en-
gagement in China, recognizing
the scale of its market, the
sophistication of its innovation
ecosystem and its long-term
growth trajectory,” Seyedin
said.

Forex Reserves

China’s foreign exchange
(forex) reserves totaled $3.4278
trillion at the end of February,
marking an increase of $28.7
billion, or 0.85 percent, from
the end of January, official data
showed on March 7.

The State Administration of
Foreign Exchange noted that
the U.S. dollar index, a measure
of the currency against a basket
of peers, increased in February,
while prices of major global
financial assets saw mixed
movements, influenced by
macroeconomic data, monetary
policies and market expecta-
tions in major economies.

The combined effects of
exchange rate conversion and

NUMBERS
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changes in asset prices contrib-
uted to the increase in China’s
forex reserves in February, the
administration said.

China’s economy regis-
tered steady and improving
performance, with new and
higher-quality development
momentum, the administration
noted. The supporting condi-
tions and underlying trend for
the long-term sound develop-
ment of the Chinese economy
remain unchanged, providing
solid support in the quest to
keep the scale of forex reserves
stable, it added.

Core Al Industry

China’s core Al industry was
valued at more than 1.2 trillion
yuan ($174 billion) in 2025, as
the technology is emerging

as a powerful driver for high-
quality economic development,
a senior Chinese official said on
March 5.

The number of Al compa-
nies in the country surpassed
6,200 last year, Li Lecheng,
Minister of Industry and
Information Technology, said

on the sidelines of the annual
session of the National People’s
Congress (NPC), China’s nation-
al legislature, which ran from
March 5to 12.

Al is increasingly being
deployed across factories and
daily life in China. By the end
of 2025, more than 30 percent
of manufacturing enterprises
with annual main business turn-
over of at least 20 million yuan
($2.9 million) had adopted Al
technologies, while Chinese
companies had released over
300 humanoid robot products,
according to Li.

Li added that Chinese-
developed Al models are
gaining global traction as
China ranked first worldwide in
downloads of open-source Al
models over the past year.

Al was highlighted in this
year’s government work report,
which was submitted on March
5 to the NPC session for delib-
eration.

According to the report,
China will work to create new
forms of smart economy this
year. Specific measures include

encouraging large-scale com-
mercial application of Al in key
sectors and fields, launching
new infrastructure projects on
hyper-scale intelligent comput-
ing clusters, and accelerating
the development of satellite
Internet.

R&D Spending

China achieved historic mile-
stones in innovation in 2025,
with research and development
(R&D) investment hitting record
highs and breakthroughs in hu-
manoid robots, Al and biotech.
China’s total R&D
investment exceeded 3.92
trillion yuan ($569 billion) in
2025, reaching 2.8 percent of
GDP, Minister of Science and
Technology Yin Hejun said
on March 5 on the sidelines
of the annual NPC session, as
the country unveiled plans to
accelerate its momentum in
innovation through 2030.
Basic research funding
last year hit nearly 280 billion
yuan ($41 billion), accounting
for 7.08 percent of total
R&D spending—a historic

first surpassing the 7 percent
threshold, Yin said.

He also cited China’s
technological achievements,
including the dazzling perfor-
mance of humanoid robots,
open-source Al models leading
the global race and break-
throughs in the semiconductor
sector.

Also in 2025, China ap-
proved 76 innovative drugs
for market entry, and the total
value of out-licensing deals
exceeded $130 billion, Yin said.

According to the major
development targets for the
2026-30 period unveiled in the
government work report, China
projects an annual average
increase of at least 7 percent in
nationwide R&D spending.

China will build three in-
ternational centers for sci-tech
innovation and turn them into
world-class innovation engines,
according to the report.

The country also proposes
raising its value added of core
digital economy industries to
12.5 percent of GDP over the
next five years.

Food
Clothing
Housingl

Household items and services

China’s CPI Growth by Type
January (% y.0.y.)
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CAMEROON IRAN

Participants march in a parade Mourners at a funeral for high-ranking military
celebrating Intemational Women's commanders killed during strikes launched by the
Day in Buea on March 8 U.S. and Israel against the country, in Tehran on

March 11

CHILE

New president Jose Antonio Kast (eft) shakes hands with former
President Gabriel Boric during his inauguration ceremony at the
National Congress in Valparaiso, on March 11. Kast took office
on that day for the 2026-30 term
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FRANCE

A panel discussion during the second Nuclear Energy Summit in Paris on March 10.
Representatives attended the summit before issuing a joint statement titled “Safe
and Affordable Nuclear Energy for All”
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SPAIN

A drone on show at the 2026 Mobile
World Congress in Barcelona on March 5

JAPAN

Demonstrators rally outside the
National Diet in protest against
policies pursued by the government
of Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi,
including the deployment of missiles
and the push to ease the rules on
lethal arms exports, in Tokyo on
March 10
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0 OLYMPIC CHAMPION PADDLES FOR PEOPLE’

S SPORTS

Xu Shixiao, an Olympic canoeing champion and deputy to the National People’s
Congress (NPC), is on a new mission: bringing sports closer to everyday people. The
31-year-old athlete, who won gold in the women’s 500-meter canoe sprint double at both
the Tokyo and Paris Summer Olympics, is now using her platform to advocate grassroots

sports development.

Born in rural Jiangxi, Xu developed her strength early by helping with farm work.
She entered professional training at 14 and won her first national title at 15. She retired in
2013 at age 21, but four years later when canoeing became an Olympic

&

sport, she made a stunning comeback, training four times a day to regain
her form. As a national lawmaker, she proposed building more “pocket

iy sports parks” in urban areas to make fitness more accessible during this

=

Im year’s NPC session.
Al Anxiety Unveiled

Nanfang Daily
March 11

A senior official of the Communication
University of China recently revealed the
institution had phased out 16 undergraduate
majors, including translation and
photography. The move sparked heated
online debate, with many wondering whether
these fields had been “eliminated” by Al.
The official later clarified that these changes
were not cuts but structural adjustments
to adapt to the Al era—some technical
sub-disciplines are now integrated into
broader, interdisciplinary programs like film
production.

The controversy reflected widespread “Al

“Through concerted efforts, over
10,000 Chinese passengers have
safely returned to China from

anxiety.” Many interpreted the university’s
decision as a sign of Al replacing human
expertise, projecting societal fears of
technological disruption. Yet adjustments
like these are common in Chinese higher
education and do not necessarily indicate
decline.

The deeper question remains: Will Al
truly replace human jobs? While Al can
automate routine, standardized tasks, it
cannot replicate human empathy, creativity
or moral judgment. Rather than viewing
it as a threat, individuals and institutions
should develop human-machine
collaboration abilities. Education must
evolve to protect human agency —turning
uncertainty about Al into motivation for
adaptive growth.

countries including the United Arab

Emirates, Oman and Saudi Arabia.”

Guo Jiakun, a Foreign Ministry spokesperson, telling a
news briefing on March 10 about the ministry’s efforts
to help bring back Chinese nationals stranded in the

Middle East
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An Era of Big Science

Lifeweek

March 9

On the roof of the world, the primordial
gravitational wave observatory in Ngari
Prefecture, Xizang Autonomous Region,
stands as the only high-altitude facility of its
kind in the Northern Hemisphere. After near-
ly a decade of construction, scientists there
are attempting to detect subtle signals buried
in the cosmic microwave background—faint
traces that could reveal the earliest moments
of the universe.

The observatory is just one of China’s

“These two discovered fish
fossils represent a crucial pointin
the evolutionary path from fish

to human.”

Zhu Youan, a researcher with the Institute of Vertebrate

Paleontology and Paleoanthropology at the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, in an interview with Xinhua News
Agency about 400-million-year-old fossils recently

discoveredin China

http://www.bjreview.com
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growing constellation of big science projects.
Hundreds of meters underground, Chinese
physicists have built the world’s largest liquid
spherical detector to study elusive neutrinos.
In Guizhou Province, the 500-Meter Aperture
Spherical Radio Telescope, known as China’s
Sky Eye, listens to whispers from the cosmos.
Next, a rocket carrying 10 satellites—one
large and nine small—is scheduled for launch
in 2028 to probe the universe from lunar orbit.

These undertakings share several
defining traits: vast financial investment,
long timescales, massive scale and ambitious
scientific goals. Yet their outcomes
remain uncertain. At the frontier of human
knowledge, researchers cannot guarantee
immediate breakthroughs or economic
returns. Their work embodies curiosity-driven
science, where discovery itself is the reward.

What makes these projects especially
significant is that their findings belong
not to China alone, but to all humanity.
Built on international collaboration,
China’s big science marks the nation’s
arrival as a key contributor to global
scientific exploration—a role once
reserved for only the most advanced
nations. Through sustained commitment
and open cooperation, China is helping
expand humankind’s collective quest to
understand the universe.

“We enable flower farmers
to connect directly with
florists right from the
fields via their mabile
phones, allowing them to

sell before harvest.”

Zhang Shaomin, co-founder of
avertical e-commerce platform
specializing in selling flowers in Kunming,
Yunnan Province, in an interview
with Xinhua

http://www.bjreview.com

Spring and Autumn Breaks

Gmwcn

March7

The Chinese Government’s 2026 work
report proposes supporting eligible regions
to pilot spring and autumn vacations for
primary and secondary schools, alongside a
system of staggered paid leave for workers.
This initiative moves beyond the simple
idea of “more holidays,” urging deeper
reflection on the educational and social value
of breaks. Spring and autumn vacations offer
ideal opportunities for experiential learning,
allowing students to step outside classrooms
and engage with nature and local culture—
turning textbook knowledge about farming,
seasonal changes and literature into lived
experience. This kind of hands-on learning

makes abstract knowledge tangible and
promotes curiosity-driven exploration.

From a developmental perspective,
these shorter breaks align with children’s
cognitive and psychological rhythms. They
provide relief from long, intensive semesters
and prevent the learning disruptions caused
by overly long summer or winter vacations.
Cognitive science suggests that well-timed rest
enhances memory consolidation and creative
thinking, making learning more efficient.

Economically, staggered breaks ease
travel congestion, lower family expenses,
stimulate off-peak consumption and
generate new growth opportunities.
The spring and autumn vacation reform
embodies a people-centered vision,
integrating education, family welfare and
economic vitality.

0 MASTER CRAFTSMAN TURNS PASSION INTO PRECISION

Yang Yongxiu, a chief technician at the research and development center of state-owned
automobile manufacturer FAW Group and a deputy to the NPC, is a new-generation symbol
of craftsmanship in China’s automotive industry. Dedicating himself to mastering the art of
precision manufacturing, Yang, 39, has achieved machining accuracy of 0.008 mm on new-
energy vehicle motor housings, roughly one 10th the diameter of a human hair.

“True skill has no shortcuts. You have to train your hands to
remember,” Yang said during a March 5 interview on the sidelines
of this year’s NPC session. Yang has made several suggestions to the

top legislature, calling for unified national standards for autonomous
driving, stronger intellectual property protection, and an upgraded
vocational training system to support the transition to smart mobility.
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“Livestock predation by large carnivoresis a
global conservation challenge that fuels
human-carnivore conflict. Understanding
carnivore activity patterns and implementing
temporal segregation are evidence-informed

strategies for mitigating such conflict risks.”

Lian Xinming, a researcher with the Northwest Institute of Plateau
Biology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, commenting on a study by
Chinese scientists recently published in the journal Integrative Zoology that
sheds light on this common global challenge
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