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The Al Agenda

Al took center stage during this year’s
Two Sessions, the annual meetings of
the National People’s Congress, the top
legislature, and the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference
National Committee, the top political ad-
visory body, held in early March.

For the first time, the government
work report, delivered by Premier Li
Qiang on March 5, proposed building a
“smart economy,” calling for faster de-
ployment of intelligent terminals and Al
agents, and pushing large-scale commer-
cial Al applications across key sectors.
Many of the nation’s lawmakers and top
political advisors also submitted motions
and proposals on Al legislation, cover-
ing data security, algorithm transparency
and ethical review. The message is clear:
China’s Al governance is maturing.

The spotlight on AI at the Two
Sessions is no accident. It signals that
China’s Al journey is moving from the
“highway” of pure tech exploration to the
“balance beam” of governance and de-
velopment. A deeper conversation, about
technology, ethics and the future, is now
underway.

After more than a decade of growth,
China’s Al industry has built a complete
ecosystem, from basic research to real-
world application. The latest figures show
that China’s core Al industry reached
1.2 trillion yuan ($174 4 billion) in 2025,

with over 6,000 related enterprises. Al
patent applications have ranked first
globally for three consecutive years.

On the development of Al standards,
China plays an active role in international
cooperation and has released national
standards covering machine learning
models and biometrics. Chinese compa-
nies have reached international leading
levels in computer vision, speech recog-
nition and natural language processing.

Al applications are now deeply in-
tegrated across China’s economy and
society: In smart manufacturing, Al
quality inspection systems have achieved
99.9 percent defect recognition rates;
in smart healthcare, auxiliary diagnosis
systems have provided over 200 million
services; and in smart city management,
AT algorithms optimize traffic flows
and energy allocation. Behind these
figures lies a combination of vast data
resources, diverse application scenarios,
and sustained research and development
investment.

The spring of Al has arrived, but its
fruits depend on the seeds we sow today.
Al governance is no longer just about
control. It’s about ensuring technology
serves humanity, not the reverse. China’s
choice is to balance innovation with
regulation and efficiency with fairness
and empower technology without losing
the human touch. BR
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SPACE SUCCESS

This screen image captured at Beijing Aerospace Control Center on March 16 shows Shenzhou-21 astronauts perform-
ing extravehicular activities (EVAs) outside China’s orbiting space station Tiangong. The Shenzhou-21 crew aboard the
station completed their mission’s second series of EV As that same day, according to the China Manned Space Agency.

Zhang Lu and Wu Fei returned to the Wentian lab module after spending seven hours outside Tiangong. The third
crew member, Zhang Hongzhang, remained inside the station to provide support. The astronauts completed all assigned
tasks, including installing a protection device to protect the station from space debris.

http://www.bjreview.com MARCH 26, 2026 BEIJING REVIEW 3
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Shopping Spree
Customers shop at a duty-free grocery in Haikou, Hainan Province, on March 12. Since the zero-tariff policy on

imported goods for Hainan Free Trade Port residents took effect in early February, duty-free sales have reached
537 million yuan ($778,700), with 28,000 shopping visits recorded between February 11 and March 10, according
to Haikou Customs.

Child-Friendly

Development

China has rolled out a guideline to
advance child-friendly develop-
ment across society, aiming to
better protect minors’ lawful rights
and interests and promote chil-
dren’s healthy, all-round growth,
the National Developmentand
Reform Commission (NDRC) said
onMarch17.

The guideline, jointly issued
by the NDRC and the Office of
National Working Committee
on Children and Women under
the State Council, the highest
state administrative organ, draws
on experiences from pilot child-
friendly city programs and calls
for the full-scale advancement of
child-friendly development, with
coordinated measures covering
social policy, public services, rights
protection, growth spaces and
development environments.

It calls for continued efforts to

4 BEIJING REVIEW MARCH 26, 2026

improve the supply of public ser-
vices, implement free-access and
preferential policies for children,
and introduce practical measures in
areas including schooling, medical
care, travel, sports and recreation.

The guideline stresses the need
to strengthen safety protections for
children by deepening coordinated
protections involving families,
schools, society, the Intemet,
govemment and the judiciary,
improving protection mechanisms,
and reinforcing risk prevention and
mitigation.

Medical Insurance

As of late 2025, over133 billion
people were covered by China’s
basic medical insurance, with the
coverage rate remaining stable at
around 95 percent.

Enrollment rose by 4.06 mil-
lion year on year, data from China’s
National Healthcare Security
Administration (NHSA) showed on

March16.

In 2025, the basic medical
insurance fund, incdluding matemnity
insurance, recorded nearly 359 tril-
lion yuan ($520 billion) in revenue
and 3 trillion yuan ($436 billion) in
expenditure.

In2025,7215 billion outpatient
visits were covered by the schemes,
up 2551 percent year on year.
Inpatient treatments totaled 278
million, down 34 percent from a
year earlier.

China’s medical insurance
system continued to help reduce
childbirth costs in 2025, the NHSA
said, noting that about 260 million
people were covered by matemity
insurance in 2025, an increase of
6.66 million from a year earlier.

The updated 2025 national
medical insurance drug list added
114 drugs, bringing the total to 3253.

Fewer Fires
China reported 841,000 fires
nationwide in 2025, a decline of 7.6

percent from the previous year, the
National Fire and Rescue Adminis-
tration said on March 17.

The number of fatalities and
injuries fell 9.5 percent and 19.6
percent, respectively, while direct
property losses rose 1.8 percent
year on year to 853 billion yuan
(%12 billion), Wang Wei, spokesper-
son for the administration, told a
press conference.

During the same period, 2593
million firefighter deployments
were recorded, along with 4699
million fire engine dispatches.
“More than half of the dispatches
were for firefighting and rescue
operations,” Wang added.

Statistics from the past three
years showed that residential fires
accounted for nearly 30 percent
of all fires annually and nearly 80
percent of fires in buildings, with
electrical faults and careless use of
fire among the leading causes.

The administration calls for the
wider installation of early fire detec-
tion and alarm devices in homes,
espedially for elderly people living
alone and left-behind children
whose parents work far from home.

Copyright
Registrations

China experienced a steady
increase in copyright registrations
last year, with several provinces re-
cording year-on-year growth rates
of 50 percent or more for different
works, the country’s copyright
regulators announced on March 17.

In 2025, the total number
of copyright registrations across
the nation surpassed 10 million,
ayear-on-year increase of 0.44
percent, according to the latest data
released by the National Copyright
Administration.

Compared to 2024, Liaoning
Province saw its copyright registra-
tion growth rate for works exceed
100 percent, while regions such as
Tianjin, Shanxi, Henan and Hainan
achieved growth rates of over 50

http://www.bjreview.com
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percent, the data revealed.

Artistic works made up more
than 60 percent of the total
registered works, followed by
photography, literature and film
and television programs, the
administration said.

Additionally, the data indicate
thatin 2025, over 3 million com-
puter software copyrights were
registered nationwide, reflecting
ayear-on-year increase of 1258
percent. These registrations were
predominantly concentrated in the
eastern region, which accounted for
57 percent of the total, it added.

Job Creation

China’s annual “spring breeze” em-
ployment campaign has generated
23 million job vacancies through
32,000 job fairs since the Spring
Festival holiday (from February 15
to 23), the employment authorities
said, as the nation ramps up efforts
to connect retuming migrant work-
ers with new opportunities.

The post-Chinese New Year pe-
riod traditionally sees a hiring peak
as tens of millions of workers seek
fresh employment.

China has set a goal of creating
12 million new urban jobs this year,
part of a broader push to stabilize
employment amid tariff frictions
and the impact of automation on

the job market. Official figures show
arecord 12.7 million university
graduates will enter the job market
in2026.

Curbing Urban
Sprawl

China is tightening the reins on
urban expansion, moving toward
a“onein, one out” land policy
that prioritizes the revitalization of
existing city spaces over the devel-
opment of pristine land.

During a news conference on
March 16, officials from the Ministry
of Natural Resources announced
a strategic shift in how the world’s
second largest economy manages
its territory.

The new mandate dictates
that a city’s annual quota for new
construction land must not exceed
the amount of underutilized land it
successfully repurposes.

Kong Weidong, director of
the ministry’s department of
natural resource development
and utilization, said the simple
rule is that a city must revitalize
one hectare before it can add one
new hectare.

The policy marks a definitive
end to the era of “spreading the
pancake™—a Chinese term for
relentless, low-density urban
sprawl—as the country’s urbaniza-

The Tech Mindset

A staff member demonstrates operating a drone with brainwaves during
the 2026 Appliance and Electronics World Expo in Shanghai on March 12.
The four-day event, which concluded on March 15, brought together over
1,200 enterprises from all over the world to showcase their latest

technologjical breakthroughs.

tion transitions from a period of
rapid growth to one of stabilization
and quality enhancement.

With a population of over14
billion and limited arable land,
China s treating its land as a finite
strategic asset. Kong emphasized
that the govemment is calculating
“three sets of ledgers” consisting
of market profit, national develop-
mentand public welfare.

Under the new guidelines, what

litle “new” land is made available
will be strictly reserved for major
infrastructure such as national-level
energy, transportation and water
conservancy projects.

Itwill also be prioritized for
modem industrial systems and
hi-tech manufacturing, as well as
livelihood projects such as the
transformation of “urban villages”
and the construction of public
service facilities.

http://www.bjreview.com

Sowingin Style
Villagers sow seeds in a newly ploughed

field in Gaiba Village of Shannan City, Xizang
Autonomous Region, on March 16. Ceremonies
were held across the region to mark the start of
the spring farming season and offer prayers for
favorable weather and a bountiful harvest.
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Power Use

China’s electricity consumption,

a key barometer of economic
activity, surpassed 1.65 trillion
kilowatt-hours (kwh) in the first two
months of 2026, up 6. percent
year on year, according to data
released by the National Energy
Administration on March 17.

A breakdown of the data
shows robust growth across vari-
ous sectors.

The primary industry saw
a 7.4-percent increase in power
consumption, bringing total
consumption to 22.3 billion kwh.

The secondary industry con-
sumed about 1.03 trillion kwh, up
6.3 percent from a year ago, while
the tertiary industry recorded an
83-percent growth in power use,
totaling 3231 billion kwh.

During the same period, pow-
er consumption by the country’s
residents rose 2.7 percent year on
year to 281.3 billion kwh.

Trade Facilitation
Pilot Cities

China will expand its number

of pilot cities for a cross-border
trade facilitation campaign to
45in 2026, up from 25 in 2025,
the General Administration of
Customs of China (GACC) said
on March 16.

The six-month campaign was
jointly launched by the GACC
and 23 other departments.

The newly added cities
include Hohhot, Changchun,
Suzhou, Jinhua, Quanzhov,
Nanchang, Yantai, Wuhan,
Changsha, Zhuhai, Nanning,
Kunming and Xi'an, Sun Meijun,
head of the GACC, announced at
ameeting.

The campaign will see a
series of new measures rolled
out, which focus on upgrading
trade in goods, expanding trade
in services and promoting digital
and green trade.

The measures include in-
novations in customs clearance
supervision, optimized services
for new forms of foreign trade,
improved cross-border logistics
efficiency, smarter port construc-
tion, enhanced alignment with
international standards and bet-

ter support for enterprises.

Since 2018, the GACC has
organized annual campaigns
to enhance cross-border trade,
implementing 144 measures by
2025, with 110 adopted nation-
wide.

Fuel-Cell Vehicles

China aims to have 100,000
fuel-cell vehicles nationwide by
2030, double the 2025 level,
according to a circular jointly
issued by three departments,
including the Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology.
The circular, which focuses
on piloting the comprehensive
application of hydrogen energy,
outlines the goal of cutting end-
user hydrogen prices to below
25 yuan ($3.6) per kg by 2030—
and around 15 yuan ($2) in
advantageous regions—uwhile
fostering hydrogen power as a
new driver of economic growth.
China’s hydrogen industry
has progressed from “zero to
one” but still faces challenges
such as limited application sce-
narios, high costs and difficulties

in storage and transportation, the
ministry noted. The pilot program
will prioritize fuel-cell vehicles,
hydrogen-powered industrial
applications and innovative uses
of hydrogen.

Pilots should be applied by
city clusters as the main partici-
pants. The Central Government
will provide reward funds to
these city clusters, with each pilot
period lasting four years. The
maximum reward for a single city
cluster during the pilot period will
not exceed 1.6 billion yuan ($232
million), according to the docu-
ment.

As of late 2025, nearly
40,000 hydrogen fuel cell ve-
hicles had been sold nationwide,
and 574 hydrogen refueling
stations with a combined daily re-
fueling capacity of over 360 tons
had been built, placing China
among the world’s leading coun-
tries in the sector, the ministry
added.

Crude Qil Output

China’s crude oil production
returned to growth in the first

NUMBERS

Fixed Assets Investment Growth by Sector
January-February (%;y.0.y)

Fixed Assets Investment Growth by Region
January-February (%; y.0.y)

Primary industry: 15| East China Central China West China  Northeast China
20 Agriculture, forestry
17.4 and fishery
10
Secondary industry:
15 Mining, manufacturing,
construction, and
electricity, thermal, S
broducton and supply 18 19
10 o I
Tertiary industry:
5.4 Services -0.5
: -5
-0.4
0 —— -10
-11.4
-15
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-20
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two months of the year, while
crude processing and natural
gas output continued to expand,
data from the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) showed on March
16.

From January to February,
China’s industrial crude oil output
reached 35.73 million tons, up
1.9 percent year on year, revers-
ing the 0.6-percent decline in
December 2025. Average daily
production stood at 606,000
tons, according to the data.

Crude oil processing also
maintained steady growth
during the period. Total crude
throughput at industrial refineries
reached 122.63 million tons, up
2.9 percent year on year, with an
average daily processing volume
of 2.079 million tons.

Meanwhile, natural gas
production continued to grow
steadily. Output from industrial
enterprises with annual main
business turnover of at least
20 miillion yuan ($2.9 million)
totaled 44.6 billion cubic meters
in the first two months, up 2.9
percent from a year earlier, with

an average daily production of
760 million cubic meters, accord-
ing to the NBS.

Ocean Economy

China’s gross ocean product
reached nearly 11.02 trillion yuan
($1.6 trillion) in 2025, up 5.5 per-
cent year on year, according to
data released by the Ministry of
Natural Resources on March 13.

The figure accounted for 7.9
percent of the country’s GDP, up
0.1 percentage point from the
previous year, according to the
data.

Primary, secondary and ter-
tiary marine industries accounted
for 45 percent, 37.2 percent and
58.3 percent of the gross ocean
product in terms of added value,
respectively, the data showed.

China’s ocean economy with-
stood pressure and maintained
high-quality development in
2025, with faster shifts
toward quality and efficiency,
innovation-driven growth, and
integrated marine development
and conservation, Shen Jun, an
official with the ministry, said.

China’s total output of marine
aquatic products has ranked first
globally for many consecutive
years, while its port scale has
remained the world’s largest,
Shen said.

The country’s shipping vol-
ume and container throughput
each exceeded one third of the
global total, while China held
more than 50 percent of the
global market share in shipbuild-
ing and offshore engineering
equipment.

Both newly installed and
cumulative offshore wind power
capacity accounted for more
than half of the global total, Shen
said.

Freight Volume

The China-Europe Railway
Express handled 3501 freight trips
in the first two months of this year,
carrying 352,000 twenty-foot
equivalent units (TEU) of goods,
up 32 percent and 25 percent year
on year, respectively, according

to data released on March 12 by
China State Railway Group Co.
Ltd. TEU is the standard measure

of container capacity on a ship,
based on the size of a 20-foot-
long container.

Since the start of 2026, railway
authorities have strengthened
coordination and operation of the
China-Europe freight train service,
optimizing scheduling to better
align with market demand, the
company said.

In close cooperation with cus-
toms authorities, they have also
optimized the digital port system,
continuously enhancing the ef-
ficiency of railway port customs
clearance.

Looking ahead, the company
said it will accelerate the establish-
ment of a high-efficiency transport
system, a safety management
framework, a diversified corridor
network and an innovation-driven
development mechanism for the
China-Europe Railway Express.

Efforts to improve the quality
and efficiency of train operations
will continue, with the aim of
providing safe, high-quality and
efficient international logistics
services to domestic and overseas
clients, it said.

Fixed Assets Investment Growth in China
(%; y.0.y)
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Passengers line up for security at Voters cast their ballots at a polling
LaGuardia Airport in New York on site in Nghe An Province on March 15.
March 13. Major U.S. airports are The country opened polls on that day
seeing long lines at security to elect deputies to the 16th National
checkpoints amid an ongoing Assembly and members of People’s
partial government shutdown Councils at all levels for the

2026-31 term
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Alight projection show staged on the facade of a
bell tower during LuzMadrid 2026, an international
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Students perform Taijiquan, a traditional Chinese
martial art also known as Taichi, in front of the
Confucius Institute at the University of Nairobi on
March 18, ahead of International Taijiquan Day on
March 21, officially designated by UNESCO

SAUDI ARABIA

An explosion in Riyadh on March 18.
Saudi air defenses intercepted eight
ballistic missiles launched toward
Riyadh that evening

@

THE DEMOCRATIC
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC
OF KOREA

A passenger train from Dandong,
China, arrives in Pyongyang on
March 12. Trains connecting the
two countries began operating in
both directions on that day to facili-
tate cross-border travel and boost
exchange, following a six-year
hiatus due to strict border closures
enforced amid the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020
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0 ROBOTICS EXPERT HONORED FOR GLOBAL IMPACT

Zhejiang University professor Xiong Rong, chief scientist at the Zhejiang Humanoid
Robot Innovation Center, was named one of the 11 Women Shaping the Future of
Robotics in 2026 by the International Federation of Robotics on March 5. The award
recognizes women for their outstanding contributions to robotics research, industrial
application and talent development.

Over her three-decade career, Xiong has published nearly 200 papers, registered
more than 60 patents and led over 20 national research projects. Her team has won more
than a dozen world championships and runner-up titles in international

robot soccer competitions, and developed robots capable of playing table
tennis.

Xiong said she hopes to continue advancing embodied Al and de-
veloping high-precision, adaptable robots that can serve industries and
households alike, while encouraging more women to pursue careers in

-, g
=

o

Ao

Shattered Glass,
Shared Humanity

Rednet.cn
March 17

In Weihai, Shandong Province, a pane of

engineering and robotics.

glass shattered and a life was saved. When
a local resident suffered a sudden heart
attack, rescuers followed emergency in-
structions to locate an automated external
defibrillator (AED), a portable device that
restores normal heart rhythm during sud-
den cardiac arrest. They found one inside
a private car marked with an AED sticker.

Unable to reach the owner, they

“China’s economy offers theworlda
rare combination of stability, long-term
growth potential and open cooperation.
Partnering with China means partnering

with opportunity.”

Gao Shijie, an official with the National Development and
Reform Commission, commenting on the future of China’s
economy at a press conference on March 13

10 BEIUING REVIEW MARCH 26, 2026

smashed the window to retrieve the de-
vice. The car’s owner, surnamed Li, not
only refused compensation but made
a statement that touched the nation: “I
bought it to save lives. A car can be fixed;
a lost life cannot.”

Li’s self-funded AED turned his car
into a mobile lifeline, an act of civic
courage that exposed gaps in public
emergency infrastructure. A modern city
should not rely on individual heroes to
fill systemic voids. Real progress lies in
weaving private goodwill into a coordi-
nated rescue network, in universal first-
aid education and in stronger institutional
support.

Rituals Revived

China Newsweek
March 16

During the Chinese New Year holiday
in February, youshen, or “wandering
gods,” a folk tradition long celebrated
in Fujian and Guangdong provinces,
attracted hundreds of thousands of tour-
ists. Villagers carried towering statues
of deities through the streets and prayed
for good fortune in the year ahead. What
was once dismissed as superstition has
become, for many young Chinese in

“China Chic should set the highest
quality standards, embrace
technological innovation and elevate
craftsmanship, so as to turn ‘Madein
China’ into ‘Created in China,’ and
transform Chinese productsinto
Chinese brands.”

Bu Xiting, a member of the China Cultural Industry
Association, in an interview with the Xinhua News Agency
about China Chic, the fusion of classic Chinese aesthetics

with modern trends
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search of spiritual meaning and human
connection, a must-experience event.

One destination where people can
experience the event in its best-preserved
form is Yongning, a small town in
Quanzhou, Fujian. Though it covers
barely half a square kilometer, the town
is home to more than 40 temples, over
40 ancestral halls and dozens of family
shrines.

For much of its history, Yongning
was a settlement shaped by constant
movement—a gathering place for mi-
grants from across China, who together
formed a fluid and ever-shifting com-
munity. In the midst of such mobility,
folk beliefs, firmly rooted in kinship net-
works, came to provide both a spiritual
anchor and a lasting sense of belonging.

From the 1980s onward, south
Fujian became emblematic of a broader
revival of folk tradition in China. Many
folk temples were rebuilt, often with
the support of overseas Chinese com-
munities. In recent years, a second
renaissance has taken shape. Buoyed by
a widespread enthusiasm for intangible
cultural heritage, the boom in cultural
tourism and the amplifying power of so-
cial media, traditions like youshen have
once again entered a period of renewed
vitality.

“Considering China has so many
people, ’'m very impressed by how
efficient the healthcare systemis.”

American content creator Lucian George, sharing
opinions on his hospital experience in Zhejiang Province

in a social media video, as China emerges
as a cost-effective healthcare destination for
international patients
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China’s cinemas are experimenting with a
curious form of consumer protection: partial
refunds for disappointing films. A cinema
in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, recently
offered viewers a 40-percent refund if they
chose to leave within 20 minutes of a film’s
beginning. Cinemas elsewhere have intro-
duced similar trial policies.

Supporters argue such measures could
encourage more people to attend movies,
while prompting cinemas to be more se-
lective in their screening choices. This, in
turn, would push filmmakers to improve

0 TEEN CLAIMS GLOBAL TITLE AT STREET DANCE COMPETITION

the quality of their films.

However, the “refund for bad films”
policy faces several hurdles. For one, the
constant flow of people in and out of the
cinema could disrupt the viewing experi-
ence for others. Additionally, questions
arise about whether refunded tickets should
count toward box office revenue. There is
also concern that filmmakers might focus
on perfecting the first 30 minutes of their
films to retain viewers, rather than address-
ing the overall quality of the entire film.

Ultimately, addressing the issue of
poor-quality films requires a more compre-
hensive approach, including strengthening
existing evaluation systems and improving
the overall industry ecosystem.

Li Yongqiu, a 13-year-old dancer from Chongqing, claimed the Junior Dance Tour
title at the renowned global street dance competition Juste Debout 2026 in France on

March 8.

Li’s winning performance fused traditional Chinese martial arts stances and foot-
work into complex street dance routines. His coach Lei Kai said Li trains four to five

days a week with strict self-discipline.

Founded in 2002, Juste Debout is a major platform for street dance

culture, bringing together top dancers from across the globe. This year’s
event attracted more than 4,000 dancers from over 40 countries, with
only 400 advancing to the finals in Paris.

According to Li’s coaching team, the incorporation of martial arts
into Li’s routine is part of their responsibility to share China’s traditional
culture with dance enthusiasts around the world.

“This study provides a long-term
timescale benchmark for predicting

future climate change trends.”

Li Guoqiang, a professor at the Lanzhou University
College of Earth and Environmental Sciences, in an
interview with Xinhua about a recently published study
on the drivers of divergent climate change across Asia

over the past 130,000 years
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A humanoid robot walks through the exhibition hall at the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona, Spain, on March 2
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Two Sessions outline the next stage of China’s
Al development
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n China, a common and
lighthearted way to greet
someone —often said half
in jest—has long been a
simple question: “Have
you eaten yet?” Lately, however,
a new line is making the rounds:
“Have you ‘raised a lobster?’”

The “lobster” refers to
OpenClaw, an open-source Al
agent created by an Austrian devel-
oper that has taken the Internet by
storm. Unlike chatbots that merely
converse, OpenClaw is designed
to actually do things—hence the
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