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In 2026, the world is struggling forward 
amid turmoil, from the ongoing stalemate 
in the Russia-Ukraine conflict to ten-
sions in the Caribbean caused by U.S. 
intervention and the outbreak of the U.S.-
Iran conflict. Peace seems to be a luxury. 
However, beneath the shadow of war, pro-
found calls for and steadfast commitment 
to peace have burst forth.

UN Secretary General António 
Guterres has repeatedly warned that the 
world stands at a crossroads of division 
and violence, and has urged world leaders 
to “choose people and planet over pain.”  
Peace is a shared responsibility that re-
quires sustained collective efforts.

The lessons of history are profound 
and clear. Last year was the 80th anni-
versary of the victory of the World Anti-
Fascist War, a catastrophe that caused over 
100 million casualties worldwide, serving 
as a stark warning that militarism and 
extreme nationalism are enemies of hu-
manity. History, like a mirror, shows that 
any attempt to conquer other countries by 
force and trample on human dignity will 
be condemned; no country’s security can 
be built on threatening the security of other 
countries.

Therefore, the path to lasting peace 
must be built on civility. All countries 

should uphold the international system 
with the UN at its core and the internation-
al order underpinned by international law, 
which is crucial to preventing the world 
from reverting to the law of the jungle. 
Major countries should take the lead in 
respecting international law and fulfill-
ing their obligations, rather than pursuing 
extreme self-interest and putting their own 
interest first. 

China consistently stands on the side 
of peace in the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict and the U.S.-
Israel-Iran conflict. It has promoted talks 
for peace in line with the Global Security 
Initiative it advocates, an initiative that calls 
for common, comprehensive, cooperative 
and sustainable security.

War brings not only material ruins, but 
also deep-seated psychological wounds 
that may take generations to heal. To steer 
the world toward a more secure future, 
the global community must make a sober 
choice: to condone the rampant spread of 
hatred or to uphold the shared values of all 
humanity and work together to build bridg-
es of communication? The international 
community needs a clear understanding 
based on lessons from history and sincere 
dialogue based on the pursuit of a shared 
future. BR 
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GREEN ENERGY 
MILESTONE

The No.1 unit of the Taipingling nuclear power project, the first Hualong One nuclear power unit in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, enters commercial operation on April 20 in Huidong 
County, Guangdong Province. 

Once all six Hualong One units are operational, the project is expected to produce over 55 billion kwh 
of power per year, reducing standard coal consumption by around 16.65 million metric tons and cutting 
carbon dioxide emissions by about 50.82 million tons annually. 
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arts, street dance, sport dance, 
tug of war and pitch-pot, a tradi-
tional Chinese precision control 
game derived from ancient 
archery rituals.

The scenario-based category 
includes six events set in real-
world environments, namely 
factories, hotels, homes, emer-
gency response sites, hospitals 
and retail spaces.

Compared with the inaugural 
Games held in Beijing in August 
last year, this year’s events have 
been refined to better showcase 
the advancement of robotics 
technology and its practical 
applications in both industrial 
and everyday settings while also 
making the competitions more 
challenging and engaging, ac-

strengthen grassland protection, 
a veteran grassland scientist told 
a press conference in Beijing on 
April 21.

These stations play a crucial 
role in China’s ecological civiliza-
tion construction and major 
disaster prevention and control, 
Xin Xiaoping, Director of the 
Hulun Buir Grassland Ecosystem 
Observation and Research 
Station in Hulun Buir, Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region, 
said at the press conference, 
hosted by the State Council 
Information Office.

“Just as hands can sense 
warmth and cold, the stations 
serve as outposts for us to per-
ceive changes in ecosystems,” 
Xin said.

According to Xin, decades 
of uninterrupted observations at 
her station have yielded more 
than 20 million data records, 
reshaping people’s understand-
ing of biodiversity in the Hulun 
Buir grassland. Meanwhile, 
the stations have served as an 
open platform for hundreds of 
universities and research insti-
tutes, cultivated many graduate 
students rooted in grassland 
research, and offered advice and 
suggestions to support policy 
formulation, she added. 

Rail Transit Line
Shanghai Metro Line 22, the city’s 
first rail transit project to cross 
the Yangtze River, completed 
track laying on April 21, mark-
ing a new step forward in the 
integrated development of the 
Yangtze River Delta.

Running from Jinji Road 
Station in Shanghai’s Pudong 
New Area to Yu’an Station on 
Chongming Island, Line 22 
stretches over 42 km and will 
have a designed speed of 120 
km per hour. 

When operational, the 
line, also known as the 

cording to the organizers.
The Games have introduced 

tasks requiring fine manipula-
tion, including sorting clothes in 
domestic settings, firefighting in 
emergency situations and food 
preparation in retail environ-
ments.

Furthermore, scenario-based 
events will no longer be held 
in simulated venues but in real-
world settings such as factories, 
hotels and model homes, 
pushing humanoid robots from 
demonstration tools toward 
practical productivity. 

Grassland Ecology
China has established 167 nation-
al field observation and research 
stations across the country to 
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Sanyuesan Festivities 
Performers dance in an event celebrating the Sanyuesan Festival in Wangmo County, Qianxinan Bouyei-Miao 
Autonomous Prefecture, Guizhou Province, on April 19. The traditional festival is celebrated on the third day of 
the third lunar month by various ethnic groups in China. It fell on April 19 this year. 

Humanoid Robot 
Games
The second World Humanoid 
Robot Games will be held in 
Beijing from August 22 to 26, 
featuring over 30 events that 
showcase the latest advance-
ments in embodied intelligence 
and fine manipulation capabili-
ties, organizers announced at a 
press conference on April 21.

This year’s competition 
consists of two main categories: 
competitive events and scenario-
based contests, Science and 
Technology Daily reported.

The competitive category 
comprises 26 events in nine 
disciplines: athletics, football, 
gymnastics, weightlifting, martial 
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Chongming Line, will bring 
Chongming Island closer to 
downtown Shanghai, improving 
regional transport connectivity. 
Chongming Island is China’s 
third-largest island and was 
formed by sediment deposited 
by the Yangtze River.

Reading Rate
Amid a growing trend of digital 
reading, the comprehensive 
reading rate of Chinese adults 
climbed to 82.3 percent in 2025, 
according to a national survey 
released on April 20.

The figure, up 0.2 percentage 
points from the previous year, 
underscores China’s efforts to 
build a reading-friendly society.

The survey, launched by the 
Chinese Academy of Press and 
Publication, was unveiled at the 
fifth National Conference on 
Reading held in Nanchang, Jiangxi 
Province, from April 20 to 22.

It found that China’s per-
capita reading volume of paper 
books and e-books reached 8.39 
copies in 2025, while the total 
number of digital reading works 
exceeded 70 million titles.
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Unique Kites 
Kites in the shape of robotic dogs at the 43rd Weifang International Kite 
Festival in Weifang, Shandong Province, on April 18, the day the festival began. 

Common Cancer 
Incidence
China has seen notable declines 
in the incidence and mortality 
rates of several common cancers, 
with the overall five-year survival 
rate for cancer patients steadily 
rising, according to data released 
by the National Cancer Center.

The incidence and mortality 
rate of esophageal cancer in China 
is falling by around 4.5 percent 
annually, according to the figures 
announced on April 17 during a 
week-long national campaign to 
promote public awareness of can-
cer prevention and control, which 
ran from April 15 to 21 this year.

The death rates for lung 
cancer and nasopharyngeal can-
cer are dropping by an average 
of about 2 percent annually, the 
latest data also showed.

“China has achieved steady 
progress in cancer prevention 
and control, bringing more 
confidence and hope to patients 
and their families,” He Jie, head 
of the National Cancer Center, 
said, noting that the country’s 
cancer incidence rate stands at 
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Spring Fish Feast 
People buy fish stew at a Kaijiang fish festival held 
beside Songhua Lake in Jilin City, Jilin Province, on 
April 18. The festival opened that day and will last until 
May 5. The term Kaijiang (literally, “open river”) refers 
to the annual springtime thawing of ice-covered rivers 
in northeast China. 

the global average.
These positive results came 

as the country has taken a raft 
of measures to push forward the 
line of defense against cancer 
in recent years, guided by the 
principle of prevention first.

Research indicates that over 
40 percent of cancers can be 
effectively prevented through 
primary prevention measures, 
such as adopting a healthy 

lifestyle and reducing exposure 
to carcinogens.

Beyond lifestyle guides, the 
country has been committed to 
building a multi-tiered network 
of cancer prevention and con-
trol and making early cancer 
screening more accessible to its 
population, with cancer registry 
sites now covering 98.6 percent 
of all counties and districts na-
tionwide. 
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Service Sector
On April 21, China issued a new set 
of guidelines aimed at expanding 
capacity and upgrading the quality 
of the service sector.

The guidelines, released by 
the State Council, the highest state 
administrative organ, estimate the 
total scale of China’s service sector 
will reach 100 trillion yuan ($14.6 
trillion) by 2030.

More “China Services” brands 
will be fostered by then, with the 
sector’s global competitiveness and 
influence significantly enhanced, 
and people’s sense of gain steadily 
improving, according to the guide-
lines.

Efforts should be made to 
strengthen the supporting role of 
science and technology services, 
enhance the competitiveness of 
modern logistics, and accelerate 
innovation-driven development in 
software and information services.

Priority should also be given 
to expanding the supply of high-
quality services for residents, 
improving the elderly care and 

childcare services, enhancing the 
quality of health services, and 
fostering new models in culture, 
tourism and sports-related services, 
according to the guidelines.

Agricultural Outlook
China’s grain production is expected 
to maintain steady growth in 2026, 
with the country’s capacity to ensure 
stable production and supply of 
grain and other important agricultur-
al products set to further strengthen, 
according to a report released by 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs on April 20.

The report on China’s agricul-
tural outlook from 2026 to 2035 
said stronger enthusiasm among 
farmers and local governments for 
grain production, along with the 
wider adoption of better farmland, 
seeds, machinery and farming 
methods, will support the trend.

Grain yield is expected to rise 
to 6,000 kg per hectare in 2026, 
lifting total grain output to 716 mil-
lion tons, up 0.2 percent from last 
year, according to the report.

Oilseed output is projected 

to reach 42.04 million tons this 
year, up 2.6 percent year on year, 
according to the report.

The report forecast that China’s 
consumption of cooking oil will 
dip 0.2 percent from a year earlier 
in 2026, while soybean food use 
and dairy consumption will both 
increase 0.6 percent.

Agricultural trade and do-
mestic production are expected to 
become more coordinated, with 
imports set to decline and exports 
of traditionally competitive agricul-
tural products likely to grow, the 
report said.

Agricultural product prices 
are expected to remain generally 
stable, with most products likely to 
stay steady before edging up later 
in the year.

Focusing on 20 major cat-
egories of agricultural products, 
including grain, cotton and sugar, 
the report forecast production, con-
sumption, trade and price trends 
over the next decade, with special 
emphasis on key years such as 
2026 and 2035.

China has released agricultural 

outlook reports for 13 consecutive 
years since 2014.

Power Use
China’s electricity consumption, 
a key barometer of economic 
activity, reached more than 2.51 
trillion kilowatt-hours (kwh) in the 
first quarter of 2026, up 5.2 percent 
year on year, according to data 
released by the National Energy 
Administration on April 20.

Primary industry saw a 7.1-per-
cent increase in power use, bringing 
total consumption to 33.6 billion 
kwh.

Secondary industry consumed 
about 1.6 trillion kwh, up 4.7 percent 
from a year ago. Within this sec-
tor, the hi-tech and equipment 
manufacturing industry posted 
particularly strong growth, with 
electricity consumption increasing 
8.6 percent year on year.

Tertiary industry recorded an 
8.1-percent growth in power use, 
totaling 483.3 billion kwh. Notably, 
the battery charging and swap-
ping service sector consumed 37.6 
billion kwh, surging 53.8 percent, 
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while the Internet data service 
sector used 22.9 billion kwh, up 44 
percent.

In March alone, electricity 
consumption reached 859.5 billion 
kwh, up 3.5 percent year on year.

Corporate Credit 
Status
The China Enterprise Credit Index, 
issued by the State Administration 
for Market Regulation, stood at 
162.05 in the first quarter of 2026, 
edging down 0.13 points from the 
fourth quarter of 2025, yet rising 
0.39 points from the third quarter 
of last year, latest data show.

Overall corporate credit has 
remained within a historically high 
range, the administration said, 
noting that the reading hit 162.26 in 
March, climbing 0.17 points month 
on month.

The proportion of enterprises 
with low credit risks further expand-
ed amid heightened regulatory 
efforts, the administration revealed.

China will establish an 
institutional framework for the 

comprehensive evaluation of 
corporate credit status, which will 
strengthen the fundamental role 
of public credit evaluation while 
promoting its integration with 
market assessment, a government 
document released earlier in April 
said.

Comprehensive 
Bonded Zones
China has released a set of 
measures to promote the expan-
sion and quality improvement of 
comprehensive bonded zones, 
in a bid to spur their high-quality 
development.

The 24 measures, made 
public in a document forwarded 
by the General Office of the 
State Council and issued by 
the General Administration of 
Customs of China, focus on four 
areas, namely fostering new 
business forms and models, 
enhancing the resilience and 
security of industrial and supply 
chains, promoting integrated 
domestic and foreign trade, and 

improving smart regulation and 
coordinated governance.

The document outlines 
specific steps to support bonded 
maintenance, bonded inspection, 
cross-border e-commerce and 
coordinated development in 
biomedicine research.

Comprehensive bonded zones 
are customs-supervised areas with 
streamlined clearance procedures, 
serving as vital platforms for 
China’s opening-up endeavors. 
Policies such as tax refunds upon 
entry, bonded imports and the free 
flow of goods within the zone help 
enterprises significantly reduce 
institutional transaction costs.

These zones and other special 
customs supervision areas contrib-
uted one fifth of the country’s total 
foreign trade during the 14th Five-
Year Plan (2021-25) period. 

Civil Aviation  
Development
China’s registered unmanned aerial 
vehicle (UAV) fleet totaled nearly 
3.29 million units by the end of last 

year, a 51-percent increase year on 
year, according to data released by 
the Civil Aviation Administration of 
China (CAAC) in its 2025 statistical 
bulletin on civil aviation industry 
development.

UAV flight hours surged to 45.3 
million in 2025, up 69.9 percent 
from the previous year, according 
to the bulletin. By the end of last 
year, China had 65 transport air-
lines, 4,574 civil aviation transport 
aircraft and 5,488 regular flight 
routes.

In terms of passenger and 
cargo traffic, China’s civil aviation 
industry handled over 770 million 
passenger trips and more than 
10 million tons of cargo and mail 
in 2025, up 5.5 percent and 13.3 
percent, respectively, from a year 
earlier. Both passenger and cargo 
traffic on international routes 
climbed by over 20 percent.

The Chinese mainland had 
270 transport airports by the end of 
2025, a net increase of seven from 
a year earlier. Among them, 41 
airports handled annual passenger 
throughput of 10 million or more. 
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GERMANY 
Visitors watch a performance by a 

humanoid robot at the Hannover Messe 
2026 in Hannover on April 21

UNITED STATES 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority employees work at the site 
of a collision between a metro train 
and a work vehicle at Metro Center 

station in Washington, D.C. on April 22. 
Eleven people were injured 

CHILE 
Participants practice Chinese calligraphy 

at an event celebrating International 
Chinese Language Day at the Confucius 
Institute of the University of Magallanes 

in Punta Arenas on April 20 
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ITALY 
Participants march in a parade in Rome to celebrate the 

city’s 2,779th birthday on April 19

JAPAN 
An aerial view of a Ground  

Self-Defense Force training area  
in Oita Prefecture on April 21. Three 
people were killed and one injured 

after an ammunition explosion 
occurred during a training exercise 

that day 

THE PHILIPPINES 
A protester holds a placard  

condemning the country’s annual 
joint military drills with the United 
States during a rally outside the 

gate of Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon 
City on April 20
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“Strengthening intellectual property 
protection in emerging fields is both an 

urgent need to promote innovation and a 
strategic choice to enhance international 

competitiveness.”
Shen Changyu, Commissioner of the China National 

Intellectual Property Administration, at a forum in Beijing 
on April 20, during the annual National Intellectual Property 

Publicity Week

“Beyond stage performances, service 
robots in fields like healthcare and public 

safety could also wear hanfu to add a 
cultural touch.”

Hu Chunqing, General Manager of a hanfu producer in 
Caoxian County, Shandong Province, speaking about how 

the traditional attire of the Han Chinese is gaining  
popularity beyond the human wardrobe in an interview with 

Xinhua News Agency

How to Heal 
China Newsweek
April 6
In recent years, a curious new obsession 
has taken hold among young Chinese: 
sweeping the tombs of long-dead his-
torical figures. Tomb sweeping has long 
been a cherished tradition in China, but 
one usually reserved for relatives and 
friends rather than figures from the dis-
tant past. Now, ancient graves that once 
drew little notice are strewn year round 
with flowers and all kinds of offerings. 

HYDROGEN SCIENTIST AIMS TO MOVE FROM ‘CATCHING UP’ TO ‘LEADING’
Xu Liangfei, an associate professor at Tsinghua University’s School of Vehicle and 
Mobility, summed up two decades of research in hydrogen fuel cells with characteristic 
frankness at a State Council Information Office press conference in Beijing on April 
21.

“There have been moments of confusion and moments of pain, but I have never 
once thought of quitting,” he said at the event.

Xu and his team have integrated AI with multidisciplinary knowledge to improve 
the building, monitoring and health management of batteries. Their 
work has enhanced the efficiency, lifespan and reliability of domesti-
cally produced fuel cells under real-world operating conditions.

“Technologically, we have moved from ‘catching up’ globally to 
now ‘running side by side’ with our international counterparts,” Xu 
said. “The next step—‘leading’—still requires continued effort.”



ficial breeding of wildlife makes it clear 
that animals should be protected not 
only from pain, injury and disease, but 
also from fear, distress and anxiety. That 
means judging whether a zoo program is 
acceptable should not depend solely on 
whether visitors can be safely separated 
from the animals. It should also depend 
on whether the animals are being forced 
to adapt to a potentially harmful com-
mercial setting.

The financial pressures facing zoos 
are real enough. Feeding, veterinary 
care and staffing all entail continuous 
costs. But there are better ways to earn 
revenue than turning tigers into hotel 
scenery.

Let Sleeping Tigers Lie
Gmw.cn
April 17
A heated debate over animal welfare has 
erupted after a zoo in Qinyang, Henan 
Province, introduced “tiger-view rooms” 
priced at 168 yuan ($23) a night, allow-
ing guests to watch Siberian tigers and 
other big cats through a glass wall from 
inside their rooms. The zoo said the facil-
ity has passed safety inspections and that 
electric wires have been installed outside 
the glass to stop the tigers from getting 
too close.

China’s revised 2020 law on the arti-
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“The fusion of quantum computing and AI is 
an important direction for the next  

generation of computing revolution. Their  
complementarity provides a new path to 

break through traditional computing power 
bottlenecks and technological limitations.” 
Guo Guoping, Director of the Anhui Provincial Key Laboratory of 
Quantum Computing Chips, in an interview with Xinhua about the 
integration of AI into China’s third-generation superconducting 

quantum computer

“I saw that smart machines can free 
people from labor. That’s the power 
of innovation. The potato business 

can’t just be about hard work. It has 
to be smart.”

Cering Chophel, a potato entrepreneur from Xizang 
Autonomous Region, sharing his thoughts after a 

study tour in Beijing 

At the tomb of Cao Cao, a prominent 
figure during the tumultuous final years 
of the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220), 
visitors have left nearly every brand of 
ibuprofen, a tongue-in-cheek reference 
to the chronic headaches that troubled 
him in life. At the tomb of Huo Qubing, 
a celebrated Western Han Dynasty (206 
B.C.-A.D. 25) young general who died 
at just 23, there is no shortage of potato 
chips and spicy snacks—offerings that 
suggest many visitors picture him not as 
a distant historical figure, but as someone 
much like a young person today.

Such gestures form part of a broader 
trend in which young Chinese are 
finding ever more creative outlets for 
emotional release. Some have turned to 
what are known as “electronic parents,” 
many of which are middle-aged vlog-
gers who listen to stories of pain and 
confusion, and offer the kind of uncon-
ditional comfort many feel is missing 
in real life. Others have flocked to uni-
versity courses on positive psychology 
and even the philosophy of love. All of 
these have become, in different ways, 
anchors from which young people 
venture out to find themselves and re-
connect with others.

nical barriers. Yet its shortcomings are just 
as apparent: formulaic plots, forgettable 
faces and flat, emotionless performances.

Douyin’s heavy investment in live-
action productions does not amount to 
a rejection of technology or innovation. 
Rather, it reflects an effort to preserve the 
human core of storytelling in an age of rapid 
automation, and to steer the industry away 
from an overreliance on AI toward a model 
in which technology serves content rather 
than the other way around.

On a broader level, support for live-
action short dramas could also provide a 
meaningful boost to employment and the 
wider creative ecosystem. For the industry 
to remain healthy, it must balance speed 
and efficiency with creative depth and a 
sense of social responsibility.

THE GRASSLAND GUARDIAN
For three decades, researcher Xin Xiaoping has returned to the same stretch of 
grassland in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. As head of the Hulun Buir 
Grassland Ecosystem Observation and Research Station, she has made it her life’s 
work to understand and heal one of China’s most important pastoral regions.

Xin was a driving force behind the creation of the station. She has led a team 
to collect over 20 million data points and develop meadow ecosystem restoration 

techniques as well as a smart pasture management platform for use by 
local herders.

Speaking at the same April 21 press conference as Xu Liangfei, 
Xin described her connection to the land, “The more I study, the more 
I realize how much I don’t know. Nature has endless unknowns—and 
that keeps you coming back.”



Keeping Live-Action Alive 
Rednet.cn
April 17
As AI-generated avatars proliferate across 
the Internet, China’s short-drama industry 
has been drawn into a debate over whether 
technology is replacing real actors. At the 
recently held 13th China Internet Radio 
and Video Convention, Douyin Group, the 
company that operates the Chinese version 
of TikTok, announced a dedicated 500-mil-
lion-yuan ($69 million) fund to support live-
action short dramas.

The timing is telling. China’s short-
drama market is expanding at breakneck 
speed, and AI is proving highly effective at 
cutting production costs and lowering tech-
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THE PREDATOR’S 
ENDGAME

From ruins to renewal: the making of a new world order By Ma Miaomiao

A man checks the debris of a building damaged after an Israeli military attack in Gaza City on January 31
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