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The Sci-Fi Surge

China’s science fiction (sci-fi) industry
registered a total revenue of 126.1 billion
yuan ($17 4 billion) in 2025, a year-on-year
increase of 15.7 percent, exceeding 100
billion yuan ($13.8 billion) for three consec-
utive years, according to a report released
by the China Research Institute for Science
Popularization.

The industry has undergone a rapid rise,
evolving from a niche subculture into a new
economic engine. No longer fragmented or
nascent, it now forms a modern, momen-
tum-driven system. This growth reflects a
powerful narrative: the deep integration of
China’s technological hard power and cul-
tural soft power.

The growth of China’s sci-fi indus-
try is primarily based on the leapfrog
development of the country’s science
and technology strength. In recent years,
China has made breakthroughs in cutting-
edge fields such as lunar exploration, Al,
quantum communication and commercial
aerospace, providing continuous inspiration
and confidence for sci-fi creation.

For instance, real-world technological
achievements such as China’s lunar and
Mars missions have made certain sci-fi
scenarios, like interplanetary travel, feel less
like fantasy and more like a distant possibil-
ity. When the film The Wandering Earth 2
was released in 2023, “national teams” in-
cluding China National Nuclear Corp. and

China Aerospace Science and Technology
Corp. declared: “Imagine it, and we will
make it happen.”

At the industry level, technological
progress has directly empowered sci-fi con-
tent creation, driving a rapid evolution from
text and images to immersive, interactive,
multimodal experiences, in turn generating
new models like digital content production
and immersive tourism.

The core competitiveness of China’s
sci-fi industry lies in its deep integration
with traditional Chinese culture, history and
values. Chinese literary sci-fi works such as
The Wandering Earth and The Three-Body
Problem emphasize collectivist values, dif-
fering from the individual heroism often
seen in Western sci-fi.

This distinct Eastern perspective of-
fers an alternative value system to the
global sci-fi landscape and encourages
cross-cultural reflection on civilizational
differences and humanity’s shared fu-
ture. Industry insiders believe China’s
sci-fi industry is at a pivotal stage of
transitioning from a sector with sound
fundamentals to a mature, globally com-
petitive powerhouse. Future development
will continue to draw from Chinese
culture, mythology, history and crafts-
manship to create authentic Chinese sci-
fiicons. BR
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DESTINATION: HEALTH

Crew members of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy hospital ship, Silk Road Ark, stand in formation as the ship docks at a
military port in Sanya, Hainan Province, on April 26.

The hospital ship returned home on that day after completing a 234-day overseas medical mission, the longest deployment of its kind un-
dertaken by the Chinese Navy.

Codenamed “Mission Harmony-2025,” the voyage began in September 2025 and took the ship to Nauru, Fiji, Tonga, Jamaica, Barbados
and Papua New Guinea, where it delivered free medical services to local communities.

“Mission Harmony” is an overseas humanitarian medical service program organized by the Chinese Navy since 2010. The previous 10
missions were carried out by the hospital ship Peace Ark. The latest mission, the 11th in the series, was the first overseas deployment of the
Silk Road Ark.
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THIS WEEK SOCIETY

Big & Bold

A demonstration of Chinese automaker BYD’s autonomous parking system during the 2026 Beijing International
Automotive Exhibition in Beijing on April 26. The exhibition, held on April 24-May 3, set a new global
record for scale, spanning 380,000 square meters across two venues, with 1,451 vehicles on display.

Meetings of Minds

China International Communi-
cations Group (CICG) held semi-
nars in Indonesia and Malaysia
in late April to share experience
in state governance.

The two events focused on
the fifth volume of Xi Jinping:
The Governance of China,
President Xi’s signature book
series that details his vision for
China’s development and inter-
national cooperation, published
by the Foreign Languages Press,
a CICG subsidiary.

Since the first volume
debuted in 2014, the book
has been published in dozens
of languages and distributed
around the world. The latest
fifth volume, launched in 2025,
collects Xi’s spoken and writ-
ten works from May 2022 to
December 2024.
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IP Protection

China’s top prosecutor, the
Supreme People’s Procuratorate
(SPP), said it has strengthened
judicial protection of intellectual
property (IP) in emerging indus-
tries to help boost the country’s
innovation capacity and high-
quality growth.

The SPP on April 22 released
10 model IP cases covering chip
manufacturing, photovoltaic new
energy and industrial software.

These cases can provide
guidance on issues such as
determining the nature of trade
secret infringement, protect-
ing software-based technical
measures and handling service
trademark disputes, the SPP said.

China’s annual National IP
Publicity Week kicked off on
April 20, themed on strengthen-
ing IP protection in emerging
sectors like Al and biotechnol-

ogy, with the aim of accelerating
the development of new quality
productive forces. New qual-

ity productive forces refer to

the shift toward innovation-
driven growth, technological
advancement and high-quality
development in multiple sectors
of the economy.

New Occupations

China will step up efforts to better
protect the rights and interests
of workers in new forms of em-
ployment, according to a set of
guidelines made public on April 26.
These guidelines, issued
by the general offices of the
Communist Party of China
Central Committee and the
State Council, the highest state
administrative organ, urge
online platforms and express
delivery firms to set reasonable
wage standards for workers

in new forms of employment
based on their work tasks and
labor intensity, and to ensure
full and timely payment.

The guidelines urged
related companies to earnestly
fulfill their social responsibili-
ties, toughen regulation of
algorithms and improve trans-
parency. Workers in new forms
of employment must have the
right to be informed about,
participate in and choose
algorithm-related rules, the
guidelines note.

Comprehensive measures
should be introduced to curb
rat race competition and strictly
prevent infringements on the legiti-
mate rights and interests of such
workers, the guidelines added.

New forms of employment
are jobs that have emerged
with the rise of the Internet and
the digital economy, including
roles like food delivery couriers,
ride-hailing drivers and online
marketers, who rely on online
platforms for their work. China
currently has 84 million people
engaged in such work.

Przewalski’s
Horses

Thirty Przewalski’s horses were
successfully reintroduced to
the Kalamaili Nature Reserve
in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region on April 22 after com-
pleting pre-release training.
“This is the largest-scale
release in the history of our re-
serve, and it is also the first time
we have used enclosed trucks
for bulk transport of Przewalski’s
horses,” Zhang Hefan, a senior
engineer at the nature reserve
management center, said.
According to Zhang, in late
October 2025, 30 Przewalski’s
horses were transported in three
batches from a horse breeding
research institute located 180
km away to the nature reserve’s

http://www.bjreview.com
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monitoring station in Xinjiang’s
Junggar Basin. There, they
naturally integrated with more
than 100 Przewalski’s horses
that had returned to the fenced
area for winter supplemental
feeding. After a winter of adapta-
tion and free competition within
the population, they gradually
formed a new stable group.

The Przewalski’s horse, a
globally endangered species
under first-class national protec-
tion in China, once faced near
extinction in the wild. In 1985,
China launched a reintroduction
program, bringing the horses
back from abroad and establish-
ing a Przewalski’s horse breeding
base in Xinjiang.

After more than 40 years of
protection, breeding and rewild-
ing efforts, the number of wild
and artificially-bred Przewalski’s
horses in China has continued
to increase. In Xinjiang alone,
the wild population has grown
steadily to 392 individuals.

Youth-Friendly
Cities

China has rolled out a new
policy package aimed at creat-

ing youth-friendly cities, as

part of broader efforts to build
“people-centered” modern cities
and boost the vitality of the soci-
ety.

The document, released
recently by 15 departments,
including the Communist Youth
League of China (CYLC), the
Cyberspace Administration
of China, the National
Development and Reform
Commission and the Ministry of
Education, outlines 18 measures
designed to improve urban envi-
ronments for young people, the
CYLC said on April 22.

The measures seek to
transform cities into hubs where
young people can pursue high-
quality development, enjoy
higher living standards and ac-
tively participate in governance,
the document noted.

Support will be strengthened
for young entrepreneurs, includ-
ing through platforms such as
youth entrepreneur associations
and training programs for
private-sector professionals, to
promote the healthy develop-
ment of the younger generation
in the private economy.

Local authorities are

The Farm of the Future

A seedling-planting robot in action at the 27th China (Shouguang)
Intemational Vegetable Science and Technology Expo in Shouguang,
Shandong Province, on April 20. This year's expo, on April 20-May 30,
features more than 50 types of agricultural robots in its booth for digital
agriculture, allowing visitors a view into the future of unmanned farming.

instructed to incorporate youth
development indicators into city
evaluation systems and to cre-
ate more youth-oriented spaces
during urban renewal projects.
Policies will also explore flexible
planning standards to support
public services tailored to

young people. To ease hous-
ing and commuting pressures,
cities are encouraged to build
dormitory-style and small-sized
apartments in areas with high
youth employment density,
near educational and medical
institutions, and along public
transit lines.

http://www.bjreview.com

economy.”

A Cup of Spring

Tourists visit a cafe located in a tea garden in Xiaogucheng Village
of Jingshan Town in Yuhang District of Hangzhou City, Zhejiang
Province, on April 26. Hangzhou has developed a series of rural
cultural tourism projects, attracting tourists for sightseeing and
consumption, and infusing new vitality into the local “spring
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THIS WEEK ECONOMY

Industrial Profits

Profits of China’s major industrial
firms increased 155 percent year
on year to exceed 1.69 trillion yuan
($2473 billion) in the first quarter
(Q1 of 2026, accelerating by 03
percentage points from the growth
posted in the first two months of the
year, according to data released

by the National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) on April 27.

In March alone, profits of major
industrial companies increased 15.8
percent from a year earlier, with
the pace of growth accelerating
by 0.6 percentage points from the
January-February period.

Equipment manufacturing
remained a major driver of profit
growth. Profits in the sector climbed
21 percentin QI, contributing
6.8 percentage points to overall
industrial profit growth. The sector
accounted for 337 percent of total
profits among major industrial
firms, up 1.7 percentage points from
ayear earlier.

Within the sector, profitsin
the electronics industry surged
1245 percent, supported by strong
production and recovering prices.

Profits in railway, shipbuilding and
aerospace manufacturing rose 16.7
percent, accelerating by 53 per-
centage points from the January-
February period.

Hi-tech manufacturing also
posted robust gains, with profits
jumping 47.4 percentin Ql and
contributing 7.9 percentage points
to overallindustrial profit growth.

Rapid developmentin Al and
semiconductor-related industries
helped drive profits in optical fiber
manufacturing, opto-electronic
device manufacturing and display
device manufacturing up 336.8 per-
cent, 43 percent and 363 percent,
respectively.

Rising demand for smart
products also boosted profits in in-
telligent drone manufacturing and
other smart consumer equipment
manufacturing by 53.8 percent and
67.3 percent, respectively, the data
showed.

Treasury Bond
Futures

China’s securities regulator an-
nounced on April 24 that qualified
foreign investors have been

allowed to participate in treasury
bond futures trading starting from
the same day, with trading activities
limited to hedging purposes.

The China Securities
Regulatory Commission said ina
staternent that the move is part of
efforts to broaden the investment
scope for qualified foreign investors
and enrich interest rate risk man-
agement tools available to foreign
institutional investors.

The policy is also expected
to enhance the appeal of yuan-
denominated bond assets, improve
the stability of foreign institutional
investment behaviors and push
forward the high-quality develop-
ment of both spot and futures
markets for bonds, according to the
regulator.

The regulator said it will roll out
more measures to advance reform
and development of the futures
market, and further promote the
high-standard institutional opening
up of China’s capital market.

Commercial Space
Standard

Chinareleased its first commercial

space standard system on April 24,
aiming to leverage standardization’s
guiding role in the development

of the space industry and promote
high-quality development of com-
mercial space activities.

The new standard system,
issued by the China National Space
Administration (CNSA) and the
State Administration for Market
Regulation, focuses on carrier
rockets, satellites, launch sites,
application services and industry
govemance.

The system comprises six
categories: industry govemnance,
research and development and
manufacturing, launch and
TT&C (Telemetry, Tracking and
Command), space application
services, basic and common items,
and facilities and equipment. It
plans for over1,000 standard items,
covering intemational and national
standards at multiple levels.

The CNSA said it will continue
to optimize the top-level design
of the commerdial space standard
system, accelerate the effective sup-
ply of commercial space standards,
develop a commercial space stan-

NUMBERS

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in January-March
(All growth rates are y.o.y., $1=6.86 yuan as of April 28)

FDI in the Chinese mainland in actual use

Total Luxembourg
Down
249.6 7.3%
bln yuan ENEEEN

[ ]|

13,987 new foreign-invested companies Up

96.8%
Up
11%
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FDI in the Chinese mainland from

Switzerland

Up
50.4%

France

Up
42.3%
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dard service platform, and support
the high-quality development of
commercial space activities.

Rural Industries

China’s rural industries maintained
solid growth momentum in
Q1 of this year, with agri-food
processing, rural tourism and
industrial integration all posting
stellar performances, the Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Affairs said
on April 23 at a press conference.

Value-added output of agri-
food processing enterprises with an
annual main business revenue of at
Least 20 million yuan ($2.9 million)
grew 6.8 percent year on yearin Ql,
according to the ministry.

Rural leisure and tourism
saw robust expansion, driven by
holiday spending and a growing
appetite for experiential travel.
New consumption scenarios have
been emerging across the coun-
tryside, with increasing numbers
of young entrepreneurs setting up
guesthouses and rural cafes as new
career paths.

Moreover, industrial integra-
tion continued to deepen. The

govemment has supported the
establishment of 40 industrial clus-
ters with unique advantages and
50 modem agricultural industrial
parks, as well as the development
of 200 towns with strong agricul-
tural industries, so far this year.

Looking ahead, the ministry
said it will work to further bolster
rural industries. Strong efforts will
be made to cultivate distinctive
local brands, develop leading
enterprises, extend and upgrade
industrial chains, expand new rural
experience-based businesses and
step up policy support for rural en-
trepreneurship through increased
funding and land use.

Official data also showed
that rural residents saw their per-
capita disposable income grow 5.4
percent in real terms from a year
ago in Q1, outpacing urban income
growth by 2.2 percentage points.

Meanwhile, fixed assets invest-
ment in the primary sector rose
159 percent year on yearin Ql,
including high-standard farmland
construction and facility upgrades.
Rural consumer goods retail sales
grew 31 percent as the government

worked to broaden rural consump-
tion scenarios and stimulate
spending.

Power Generation
Capacity

China’s total installed power
generation capacity reached
3.96 billion kilowatts by the end
of March, up 15.5 percent year
on year, the National Energy
Administration said on April 23.

Solar power continued its
rapid expansion, with capacity
soaring 31.3 percent to 1.24 bil-
lion kw. Wind power also posted
strong growth, rising 22.4 percent
to 660 million kw.

The country’s average utiliza-
tion hours of power generation
equipment stood at 703 in Q1,
down 66 from the same period
last year, the administration
added.

Chain Hotel Market

China’s chain hotel market sus-
tained robust expansion in 2025,
with chain hotel room inventory
growing 760,000 units, or 10.74

percent year on year, an industry
report said on April 22.

As of late 2025, the country
was running approximately
106,300 chain hotels, offering
a combined 7.83 million rooms,
the China Hospitality Association
reported.

Over the same period, the total
number of operating rooms across
the top 50 hotel groups increased
roughly 550,000, up 1023 percent
from the previous year, while mid-
scale hotel brands had their room
inventory expand 10.91 percent.

The findings underscore a
broader industry pivot from scale-
focused expansion to quality and
efficiency gains, driven by rising
consumer demand for upgraded
experiences. Brand differentiation
and market segmentation are be-
coming increasingly pronounced,
the report noted.

Digitalization and Al have
evolved from auxiliary tools into
core production factors, with the
technologies now deeply embed-
ded across operations, service
delivery and marketing to reshape
efficiency and customer experience.

FDIin

hi-tech sector
102.73 billion yuan

&
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=10 billion yuan

(Source: Ministry of Commerce)
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INDONESIA SRI'LANKA

Rescuers work at the site of a train accident Enthusiasts perform taijiquan (tai chi)
in Bekasi on April 28. The death toll from the at the All Things in Harmony Tai Chi

collision between two trains in the city on Promotion Event in Colombo
the previous day had risen to seven, with at on April 25

least 81 people injured
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‘5!. - Acting president Delcy Rodriguez speaks at a press
H -4 conference with visiting Colombian President Gustavo Petro at
- the Miraflores Palace in Caracas on April 24. The two leaders’

E a g discussions included cooperation in energy, security,
= 1 tourism and trade

\
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O
ISRAEL

Opposition leader Yair Lapid (right) and former Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
attend a press conference in Herzliya on April 26, saying they will run together in
this year's elections, aiming to unseat incumbent Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu

01d MWNT3

KUWAIT

A plane approaches Kuwait
International Airport in Farwaniya
Govemorate on April 26. The country
reopened its airspace on April 23 following
atemporary closure that began on
February 28, when the US. and Israel
launched a surprise attack on Iran

UNITED STATES

Barriers in front of the Washington
Hilton Hotel, where the White House
Correspondents’ Dinner was held,
in Washington, D.C. on April 25. That
evening, a gunman breached a
security checkpoint and opened fire,
prompting the evacuation of
President Donald Trump and
attendees. The suspect was later
apprehended

http://www.bjreview.com MAY 7, 2026 BEIJING REVIEW 9
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0 THE QUEEN OF AERIAL SKIING RECEIVES NATIONAL HONOR

Skier Xu Mengtao was awarded the title of the March 8 Red-Banner Holder, a national
honor for outstanding women, by the All-China Women’s Federation on April 27 for her
historic achievement at the Milano Cortina 2026 Olympic Winter Games.

On February 18, Xu became the first athlete to win the gold medal for women’s freestyle
skiing aerial skills at two consecutive Olympic Winter Games, defending her title with a

near-perfect jump.

Xu’s journey is one of relentless perseverance. Coming from an ordinary
family in Anshan, Liaoning Province, Xu has competed in five Olympic
Games over 20 years. She has undergone four major knee surgeries, with 70
percent of her meniscus removed. “There’s no special reason,” Xu said of
her decision to continue competing at 36. “It’s just love for the sport.”

Constellations of
Computing Power

Economic Daily
April 23
As Al fuels a sharp rise in demand for comput-
ing power, China is increasingly looking to
space computing as a possible solution. The
idea is to move data centers into orbit, using
satellite networks for real-time data processing.
Last May, the world’s first space-comput-
ing satellite constellation, built in Chengdu,
Sichuan Province, was launched into orbit.
On April 3, the establishment of the Space
Computing Professional Committee, China’s
first industry-wide platform for coordinating

“Evenin the Internet era, people cannot
confine all aspects of life to the virtual
world. They still need a connection with

whatis around them.”
Ma Ruijie, an associate professor at the School of Journalism

the sector, ushered in a new phase of more or-
ganized development.

The appeal is clear. On Earth, data centers
are straining under mounting pressures from
constraints on electricity and land use and other
factors. Space, by contrast, offers abundant
solar energy, a near-vacuum environment that
allows for natural cooling and freedom from
terrestrial infrastructure limits. Satellites can
process data directly in space and send only the
most essential information back to the ground.

Yet the field is still in its infancy, and major
hurdles remain. Intense space radiation can
destabilize chips, while equipment failures in
orbit are far harder to repair than in ground-
based data centers. Much more work is needed
to strengthen core technologies and turn this
futuristic ambition into a solid industry.

and Communication, Nankai University, in an interview with
Xinhua News Agency about the efforts of brick-and-mortar
bookshops to connect with readers

10 BEUING REVIEW MAY 7, 2026
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B S
National Cancer Check

China Newsweek
April 20
China’s latest cancer figures point to
a growing and changing public-health
challenge. Data show that the rate of
upper digestive tract cancers—such as
esophageal, gastric and liver cancers, long
linked to infections, diet and hygiene—
has declined, while the incidence of lung,
colorectal, breast and thyroid cancers,
which are more closely associated with
urbanization and modern lifestyles, contin-
ues to rise.

Another troubling sign is that China’s
rates of early cancer diagnosis remain
relatively low. Many patients are diag-

“Tourism is essentially an experience
economy. Travelers are no longer
satisfied with a bed, a view and
a ticket. They seek emotional values
like connection, joy and a sense

of belonging.”

Dai Bin, President of the China Tourism Academy, in an

interview with Xinhua about the booming of county-level

immersive tourism
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nosed only after their disease has reached a
middle or advanced stage.

Part of the problem lies in limited pub-
lic awareness. Many people go to cancer
screening only after symptoms appear.
But public attitudes are only one side
of the issue. Screening technology also
affects participation. Colorectal cancer
offers a clear example. For many people,
a colonoscopy is an uncomfortable and
invasive procedure, one they would rather
undergo only when absolutely necessary.
Both Chinese and international guidelines
recommend stool-based tests as a first-line
screening tool for the general population.
Yet these tests tend to produce relatively
high false positive results.

Experts warn that such inaccuracies
in cancer screening can fuel unnecessary
anxiety and lead to over-screening and
overtreatment. The goal of screening, they
say, is not to detect as many abnormalities
as possible, but to make prevention and
treatment more effective. That calls for a
more selective approach: concentrating
resources on high-risk groups.

Filling in the missing pieces of cancer
prevention will require better technology,
sounder policy support and greater pub-
lic participation. It also demands a shift
in habits, attitudes and everyday health
awareness.

“We have translated our
research findingsinto a
robust line of defense for
fossils, providing layered
protection for these

ancient dinosaur eggs.”

Deng Jianguo, lead researcher and
aprofessor at Sichuan University of
Science and Engineering, commenting
on a customized nano-silica composite
emulsion developed to protect fossils
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Fighting the FIuff

Xinhua Daily Telegraph
April 23
With the arrival of spring, cities across north
China are once again bracing for a seasonal
nuisance that has become something of a tra-
dition: the annual ““snowstorm” of willow and
poplar catkins. Romantic as they may seem,
this drifting fluff often carries pollen and dust
mites that can trigger sneezing and runny
noses, while aggravating asthma and bronchi-
tis. They are also highly flammable and can
at times obscure visibility on the roads.

That, however, does not mean that

0 FATHER OF NON-INVASIVE PRENATAL TESTING WINS INTERNATIONAL AWARD

these trees should simply be cut down.
Poplars and willows were once the main-
stay of urban greening in north China,
when suitable planting options were scarce,
and they remain a vital part of the region’s
ecological defenses.

Many cities have adopted a more layered
approach to tackle the problem. During peak
catkin season, local authorities use high-pres-
sure water sprays, mist cannons, plant growth
regulators and environmentally friendly bind-
ing agents to bring the fluff down. Over the
long term, cities are avoiding female trees in
new planting schemes and gradually introduc-
ing a wider mix of species to improve urban
biodiversity.

Dennis Lo Yuk-ming, President of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, became
the first Asian scientist to win the AACR-Irving Weinstein Foundation Distinguished
Lectureship on April 17, an award given by the American Association for Cancer Research
for outstanding science that has the potential to inspire creative thinking and new directions

in cancer research.

In 1997, Lo discovered the presence of fetal DNA in maternal blood plasma, a break-
through that allows doctors to detect Down syndrome and other genetic disorders simply
by drawing a mother’s blood, eliminating the risk of traditional amniocen-

tesis.

dren,” he has said.

The discovery also allowed Lo to develop methods for early cancer
detection, particularly for nasopharyngeal carcinoma, a cancer common
in south China. “The best research is the one that can eventually benefit
people—especially the most vulnerable, mothers and their unborn chil-

“Spring plant timing must balance starting the
growing season as early as possible with avoiding
deadly frost risk. Understanding this trade-off
helps reveal the evolutionary logic behind spring
plant timing and provides a foundation for
understanding how plants adapt their survival
strategies to global warming.”

He Jinsheng, a professor at Lanzhou University, about a study he led
examining how plants begin spring growth while avoiding frost
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