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A 20-Year Connection

On July 1, 2006, the Qinghai-Xizang
Railway began full-line passenger opera-
tion, bringing railway services to Xizang
Autonomous Region for the first time. Over
the past 20 years, this world-renowned “sky
rail” connecting Xining, Qinghai Province,
to Lhasa, Xizang, has written a new chap-
ter in regional development, ethnic unity
and ecological protection across the vast
Qinghai-Xizang Plateau.

The Qinghai-Xizang Railway rep-
resents a breakthrough in the history of
human infrastructure construction. The
1,956-km line, more than 960 km of
which is over 4,000 meters above sea
level, overcame three major world-class
engineering challenges: permafrost, oxy-
gen deficiency and fragile ecosystems.
From 1958 to 2006, construction teams
devoted themselves to overcoming these
challenges, completing the world’s highest
and longest plateau railway in two phases.

Operation of this railway has reshaped
the development landscape of the plateau.
The Qinghai-Xizang Plateau was once
isolated by high mountains and poor trans-
portation, making it difficult to transport
goods and hindering exchange with other
parts of China. Freight volume in and out
of Xizang soared from 361,000 tons in
2006 to 8.31 million tons in 2026. Over
the past two decades, the railway has trans-
ported a total of 824 million tons of freight
and served 104 million passenger trips.

This increased access has enabled plateau
products to reach new markets across the
country. It has also transformed underuti-
lized cultural and tourism resources into
development advantages and driven the
rapid development of homestays and spe-
cialty industries.

Journeys for people from Xizang to
study, seek medical treatment, visit family
and friends, and conduct businesses in oth-
er regions have become easier, improving
people’s lives. The railway line has also
carried technology, talent and capital into
Xizang, further facilitating the economic
and social development of the region.

The plateau’s unique culture has gained
wider recognition, promoting mutual un-
derstanding and integration among different
ethnic groups. As trains run every day,
interactions and exchanges among China’s
diverse ethnic groups become increasingly
frequent, which strengthens the sense of
the Chinese nation as one community and
contributes to stability, harmony, unity and
progress on the plateau.

The Qinghai-Xizang Railway has
prioritized ecological protection with
dedicated crossings built for wildlife and
pollutant discharge strictly controlled. In
the future, it will continue facilitating this
steady, sustainable progress, helping the
region share in the benefits of China’s
increasing modernization and growing

prosperity. BR
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GUANGXI FLOOD
RESCUE

Rescuers evacuate stranded teachers and students at Xijiang Education Park in Guigang City, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region, on July 8, after torrential rains caused by typhoon Maysak left them trapped by floodwaters.
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THIS WEEK SOCIETY

Happy Birthday

Giant panda Yuan Zai celebrates her 13th birthday with a soccer-themed feast at Taipei Zoo in Taipei, Taiwan
Province, on July 6. A beloved panda star in Taipei, Yuan Zai is the first giant panda born in Taiwan.

New Museum

A museum themed on pterosaurs,
winged reptiles closely related to
dinosaurs, will open in September
in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, Xinhua News Agency
reported on July 4.

The museum, currently under
construction in a national geopark
in Hami City, will be the world's first
of its kind. Pterosaurs were the first
vertebrates to achieve powered
flight.

Wang Xiaolin, a researcher
atthe Institute of Vertebrate
Paleontology and Paleoanthro-
pology of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, explained that the burial
environment of the Hami ptero-
saur fossils was highly unusual.
Excavations and research suggest
the area was once a vast ancient
lake. Massive super-storms likely
killed large numbers of pterosaurs,
the bodies of which were tom apart
and quickly buried, leaving their
remains jumbled chaotically within
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hard rock.

The Hami national geopark
is the world's largest and most
densely concentrated pterosaur
fossil site. Preliminary estimates
suggest that, on average, one ptero-
saur individual is buried per square
meter across the area, amounting
to at least 80 million pterosaurs
and other ancient vertebrate fossil
specimens.

The world's first 3D preserved
pterosaur egg and embryo fossils
were both unearthed at the site.

New Occupations

China plans to recognize 12 new
occupations, including digital twin
engineers, embodied intelligence
robot technicians and sports data
analysts, as the country’s rapidly
evolving economy continues to
generate new forms of employ-
ment

According to a recent notice of
the Ministry of Human Resources
and Social Security, the country will

also add a number of new spedial-
ties under existing occupations,
including low-altitude logistics
operators, Al agent developers,
new-energy vehicle inspectors and
age-friendly renovation designers.

This move reflects China’s
efforts to adapt its workforce to an
economic transformation marked
by the swift expansion of emerging
industries, the widespread applica-
tion of digital technologies and the
growing importance of the service
sector, while fostering new sources
of employment Since 2019, the
ministry has released seven batches
of new occupations, with the total
number now at110.

Notably, China’s core Al indus-
try has exceeded 12 trillion yuan
($176 billion) in value. Over the past
five years, more than 20 of the 72
newly recognized occupations
have been related to Al, highlight-
ing Al's growing role in reshaping
China’s labor market

Improving Services

OnJuly 2, China unveiled a plan
aimed at further improving social
security, public services and living
standards for people with disabili-
ties over the next five years.

The plan was released by the
State Council Working Committee
on Disability, outlining major devel-
opment targets, policy measures
and key service programs for the
15th Five-Year Plan period (2026-
30).

According to the plan, China
will pursue 32 major tasks in seven
key areas, including establishing
amore sustainable social security
and care service system for people
with disabilities by 2030, while also
creating more comprehensive and
higher-quality employment op-
portunities for them.

Italso pledged more targeted
and efficient basic public services,
richer cultural and spiritual life,
greater vitality in technology-
assisted disability support,and
amore inclusive and accessible
social environment.

By the end of 2025, about
2774 million persons with dis-
abilities had participated in the
basic old-age insurance program,
and 12.96 million were receiving
pension benefits, according to the
China Disabled Persons’ Federation.
Among registered persons with
disabilities, about 8.9 million are
employed.

Stabilizing
Employment
China has extended a raft of

unemployment insurance policies
through the end of 2026 to help
businesses retain jobs, encourage
the hiring of young workers, and
upgrade workforce skills, according
to a circular jointly issued by the
Ministry of Human Resources and
Social Security and three other
departments, Xinhua reported on
July2

http://www.bjreview.com
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Under the extended job reten-
tion refund program, companies
that avoid or minimize layoffs will
continue to receive refunds for un-
employment insurance premiums
paid in the previous year.

The one-time job expansion
subsidy has been extended
through 2026. Enterprises and
social organizations that hire recent
college graduates or regjistered
unemployed youth aged 16 to 24
will receive a per-head subsidy for
each new recruit.

The skills-upgrading subsidy,
extended through 2026, now
covers more workers with broader
eligibility.

The circular also urges
strengthened fund risk manage-
mentand continued delivery of
basic living allowances, including
unemployment benefits and medi-
cal insurance coverage.

Typhoon Activity

Chinais expected to see more
typhoons making landfall or af-
fecting the country’s coastal areas
during July than in previous years,
according to National Climate
Center (NCQ) forecasts, Xinhua
reported onJuly 7.

Four to six typhoons are ex-
pected to form in the northwestern
Pacific and the South China Sea

in July, with two to three likely to
make landfall or affect China’s
coastal areas, higher than the aver-
age of 1.8 during the same month
in previous years, the NCC said.

Thereis also a risk that rela-
tively strong typhoons will move
northward to affect north China, ac-
cording to Yuan Jiashuang, Deputy
Director of the NCC.

Maysak, the first typhoon that
hit China this year, has brought
gales and torrential rains to south-
em coastal areas in recent days,
after making landfall on the coast
of the southem province of Hainan.

In Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region, many
parts have experienced persistent
extreme heavy rainfall, with 24-
hour precipitation exceeding 700
millimeters in certain regions.

Workplace Safety

China has launched a cross-
agency campaign to crack down
onillegal and noncompliant
workplace safety practices in
key sectors, including mining,
chemicals and fire safety, after
investigations pointed to illegal
operations and falsified safety re-
cords as key contributors to recent
workplace accidents.

The campaign was jointly
launched by the Office of the State

Tent-Based Tourism

Campers enjoy the outdoors at the Hutuo River ecological zone

in Shijiazhuang, Hebei Province, on July 5. The city is actively
developing the Camping in Shijiazhuang cultural tourism brand by
regularly organizing themed events such as camping festivals.

Council Work Safety Commission
and five other agencies, including
the nation’s supreme court, su-
preme procuratorate and top public
security authority, according to a
news release issued by the Ministry
of Emergency Management on
July6.

An official with the ministry
said some regions and sectors have
experienced frequent workplace
accidents this year, resulting in sig-
nificant losses of life and property.

“Investigations showed that

illegal operations, rule-breaking
practices and falsification in
workplace safety were prominent
problems and key causes behind
the accidents,” the official said.
The campaign will focus
on three categories of common
violations: companies or workers
lacking required safety permits or
qualifications, falsification related
to workplace safety, and deliberate
illegal conduct, such as forcing
workers to violate safety protocols
or take unnecessary risks.

http://www.bjreview.com
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Lotus Tourism
Festival

Tourists take photos at a lotus pond in Shisidu Village
in Wuxie Town, Zhuji City, Zhejiang Province, on

July 4. A one-month lotus-themed cultural tourism
event thatincludes a flower show, a feast, a fair, and a
food and music camival, is being held in the village.
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THIS WEEK ECONOMY

Forex Reserves

China’s foreign exchange (forex)
reserves stood at $3.4163 trillion at
the end of June, down by $26 bil-
lion, or 075 percent, from the level
atthe end of May, data released on
July 7 by the State Administration
of Foreign Exchange showed.

In June, the U.S. dollar index
rose, while prices of major global
financial assets were mixed, the
administration noted, adding that
a combination of factors, includ-
ing exchange rate translation and
changes in asset prices, led to a
decline in China’s forex reserves
during the month.

Air Cargo Routes

China opened 92 new interna-
tional air cargo routes in the first
half of this year, adding more than
210 round-trip flights per week, the
China Federation of Logjistics and
Purchasing announced on July 6.
The newly launched routes
include 41 to other countries and
regions in Asia, 38 to Europe, Tl
to North America, one to South

America and one to Africa.

The cargo transported on the
routes mainly included cross-
border e-commerce goods, high-
end manufacturing products, high-
value-added goods, electronic
products and auto parts.

The federation said the con-
struction of China’s interational
air cargo network has continued to
accelerate this year.

Air cargo enterprises have
increased operations in core
Eurasian corridors and steadily
expanded cargo services on trans-
oceanic and long-haul routes.

Logistics
Performance

The logistics sector continued to
expand in June, with the logistics
business activity index edging up
further, according to data released
by the China Federation of
Logjistics and Purchasing on July 5.
The index, which tracks the
country’s logistics market, an indi-
cator of economic vitality, came in
at50.6 percentin June,up 03 of a

percentage point from May.

Of the 12 sub-indices, nine
remained above the boom-and-
bust line, while both the business
volume index and the new orders
index recorded consecutive
month-on-month increases.

The federation said China’s
manufacturing logistics demand
remained on a steady upward
trajectory, led by sectors such
as electronic and mechanical
equipment, telecommunications
equipment, transportation equip-
ment and energy-saving home
appliances.

Italso noted that consumer-
related logistics demand remained
stable in June, as holiday spend-
ing boosted business activities in
wholesale trade, retail chains and
supermarkets.

E-Commerce Law

OnJuly 4, the State Administration
for Market Regulation and the
Ministry of Commerce began
soliciting public opinion on a draft
amendment to the country’s
e-commerce law.

The draft amendment contains
20 provisions, including those
aimed at broadening the law's
regulatory scope. In addition to
platforms and in-platform mer-
chants, itwould further clarify the
rights and obligations of other par-
ticipants in the platform economy.

It highlights the need to
improve the liability framework for
platforms, calling for a wider range
of regulatory tools and stronger
support for routine oversight

Targeting cross-sector opera-
tions in the platform economy,
the draft amendment calls for
stronger coordination among
regulators. Measures include ap-
plying consistent oversight to both
online and offline businesses and
strengthening cross-department
collaboration.

To tackle seriousiillegal prac-
tices in the e-commerce sector,
relevant provisions in the draft will
be revised in response to public
feedback.

The draftamendment also
proposes steps to deepen open-
ing up and cooperation in the
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sector by promoting alignment
with intemational rules and stan-
dards, encouraging industry self-
discipline and orderly overseas
expansion, and adding measures
to safeguard the legitimate rights
and interests of companies.

The two authorities said they
will work to advance the revision
as soon as possible, providing a
strong legal foundation for in-
novation and sound development
in the platform economuy.

Tax Preferential
Policy

Chinese authorities, including

the Ministry of Finance and the
State Taxation Administration,
announced on July 3 that start-
ing from January 1,2027, the
annual vehicle and vessel tax will
no longer be halved for energy-
saving vehicles and vessels and
full exemption from the tax will
no longer be granted to pure
electric commercial vehicles, plug-
in hybrid electric vehicles and fuel
cell commercial vehicles.

Pure electric passenger vehicles
and fuel cell passenger vehicles will
remain unaffected by this policy
adjustment and will continue to
be exempt from the tax, as the two
categories do not fall within the tax-
able scope stipulated by the vehicle
and vessel tax law.

The vehicle and vessel tax is
a property tax levied annually on
the owners or managers of ve-
hicles and vessels. Provincial-level
regions can set region-specific
applicable tax amounts within a
certain range of tax rates.

Since 2012, China has imple-
mented preferential vehicle and
vessel tax policies to support the
growth of the new-energy vehicle
industry and promote energy
conservation and emission reduc-
tion. In recent years, the sector has
witnessed rapid growth, along with
rising challenges brought about
by the preferential treatment to tax
equity and the regulatory role of tax.

According to industry analysts,
the vehicle and vessel tax amounts
are relatively modest For instance,
the annual tax for a plug-in hybrid

electric passenger vehicle with a
15-liter engine displacement s
420 yuan ($60) in Beijing, and
300 yuan ($44) in Shanghai and
Guangdong Province.

Liu Bin, deputy head of the
China Automotive Strategy and
Policy Research Center, said as
the tax accounts for a relatively
small proportion of the total cost
of car ownership and affects a
limited range of vehicle models,
the overall impact is expected to
be reasonably minimal.

Circular Economy
The National Development and
Reform Commission (NDRC) said
onJuly 3 thatit has released a
plan to advance the development
of the countrys circular economy
during the 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-30) period.

By 2030, the circular
economy system, covering pro-
duction, consumption, recycling
and utilization, will be further opti-
mized, with the resource recycling
industry’s output reaching 8 tril-
lion yuan ($1.2 trillion), according

to the plan.

By 2035, the country will
have mostly completed the
establishment of a high-quality
development system for the
recycling economy, the plan
says, adding that the utilization
efficiency of major resources will
reach globally leading levels.

To achieve the targets, the plan
calls for efforts to promote the
efficient recycling and utilization of
industrial resources, and advance
ecological circular developmentin
agriculture and forestry.

While encouraging the import
and use of high-quality recycled
raw materials from overseas, the
plan urges relevant departments
to expand the application of
recycled materials and regulate
the circulation and transaction of
secondhand goods.

Efforts should also be made
to optimize the industrial layout
for the circular economy, acceler-
ate the upgrades of technologies
and equipment, and bolster the
circular economy services sector,
according to the plan.
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SWITZERLAND

Participants interact with Lingxi
Robot Dog made by China Mobile
at the four-day Al for Good Global

Summit in Geneva on July 7
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SPAIN

A helicopter carries water to battle a
wildfire in Sentmenat, Barcelona,
on July 7. An estimated 56,000 hectares
have been burned by wildfires in the
country this year

IRAN

Mourners attend a state funeral ceremony for
the country’s late Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei in Tehran on July 7

http://www.bjreview.com
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CUBA

Pedestrians navigate in darkness amid a nationwide
blackout in Havana on July 7. Due to U.S. sanctions, Cuba
has long struggled to import fuel and equipment needed

to repair its severely aging power plants, leaving the

country’s electricity supply strained

http://www.bjreview.com
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PAKISTAN

Navy personnel transport the
wreckage of a K2 Airways Boeing
737 cargo aircraft in the sea near
Ormara town on July 8. Pakistan’s
Navy located the wreckage of the
missing aircraft in the Arabian Sea

after a 12-hour search and
rescue operation

©

TURKIYE

U.S. President Donald Trump
attends the 2026 NATO Summit
in Ankara on July 8, at which he
said he is “very disappointed” with
the alliance, claiming some NATO
members refused to support key
U.S. military objectives
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THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS

0 FOUNDER OF CHINA'S LITHIUM-ION BATTERY SECTOR WINS TOP SCI-TECH AWARD

Chen Liquan, a pioneer in lithium-ion battery research, was presented with China’s top
sci-tech award at a meeting honoring the nation’s distinguished scientists and research

achievements in Beijing on July 8.

Chen, born in 1940, is a researcher at the Institute of Physics of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, and a member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, the highest aca-
demic title in engineering sciences and technology in China. Chen and his team produced
the country’s first lithium-ion battery and established its first pilot production line using

homegrown technology, equipment and raw materials.

tery maker.

3
90s Platforms Returmn
Beijing Daily
July 3
“Long time no see. At last, we meet again.”
After years of dormancy, Xici, one of
China’s earliest online forums, returned on
July 1. Founded in 1998, Xici began as a
local website in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province,
and grew into a nationwide online com-
munity with more than 30 million registered
users. At its height, it boasted 800,000
user-created discussion boards, covering
everything from films and games to campus
life, romance and neighborhood gossip.
Then came Weibo, Weixin and a gen-

Throughout his five-decade career, Chen has spearheaded
groundbreaking research initiatives that charted the nation’s course
from a technology follower to a world-leading innovator, nurturing
industry giants like CATL, the world’s largest electric vehicle bat-

eration of slicker digital platforms. In 2022,
Xici was put up for sale and gradually faded
from public view. Its recent revival, follow-
ing the comeback of Tianya Community,
another once-iconic online forum, on
June 1, has stirred hopes that other early
Chinese Web communities might return too.

The appeal is not merely nostalgia.
China now has more than 1.1 billion Internet
users and a rich menu of social media apps.
Yet many miss the rough charm of the early
Web: fewer influencers, less clout chasing
and less curated hype. Whatever shape Xici
2.0 takes, the demand for public spaces
where people can speak freely, argue civilly
and share sincerely remains alive.

“Itis about creating an international

environment where countries are free to

diversify partnerships, pursue development
according to their own priorities, and make
sovereign decisions without being compelled

toalign with any single geopolitical bloc.”

Maya Majueran, founding Director of the Belt and Road Initiative
Sri Lanka, commenting on the Global Civilizations Initiative
proposed by Chinese President Xi Jinping, at a readers’ seminar on
the fifth volume of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China, recently held
in Colombo, Sri Lanka
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Universities Rebooted

Lifeweek
June 29
Al is not merely disrupting universities; it
is challenging the model on which much
of modern higher education rests. The
knowledge delivered in lecture halls is
increasingly outpaced by what generative
models can produce on demand. If Al
continues to improve, many standardized
and repetitive tasks will be automated.
That is unsettling for Chinese uni-
versities. For decades they excelled at
producing disciplined, execution-ori-

“Chery’s investment will pave
the way for technology transfer,
automation, digitalization and

advanced manufacturing
systems.”

Paul Mashatile, Deputy President of South
Africa, as Chinese automaker Chery on July 3
officially launched its manufacturing plant in

Rosslyn, South Africa
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ented graduates: people able to follow
blueprints, refine processes and perform
reliably within established systems.
This kind of talent suited an economy
powered by infrastructure and manufac-
turing.

But China now needs something
different. Amid a global tech race and a
reshaping of international supply chains,
it can no longer be merely an efficient ex-
ecutor and supplier. It must move up the
value chain, from carrying out other peo-
ple’s designs to shaping the technologies
and market rules of the future. Al makes
the old training model look increasingly
obsolete. The premium is shifting toward
people who can ask sharper questions and
work across disciplines.

Universities are beginning to respond.
Several leading Chinese institutions have
made Al literacy a compulsory part of
the curriculum. Tsinghua University is
developing Al agents to serve as round-
the-clock student assistants. Across the
country, new Al laboratories and research
institutes are being launched.

The future will not belong to students
trained only to chase high scores or master
standardized tests. It will favor those with
judgment, imagination and originality, the
qualities university education must now
do far more to cultivate.

“Whether itis the digital economy or Al,
neither isanendin itself. They are all
agents for promoting the sustainable
development of humanity.”

Gong Ke, Executive President of the Chinese Institute

of New Generation Artificial Intelligence Development
Strategies, during the 2026 Global Digital Economy
Conference held in Beijing on July 2-5
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Wildlife-Friendly Cities
People’s Daily

July 7

As China’s cities grow greener, wild ani-
mals that once appeared as curiosities are
settling into urban life. That is not only a
clear sign of ecological success but also a
test for local authorities: They must rethink
urban management so that cities are treated
not only as spaces for people, but also as
habitats for wildlife.

The best-prepared cities are those that
plan ahead. In an effort to keep migratory
routes for birds clear, Shenzhen has issued
planning guidelines that require building
heights to lower gradually from inland

areas to the coastline. Different species
call for different rules. Kunming, capital
of Yunnan Province, has set up more than
60 feeding stations for black-headed gulls
that arrive each winter. In Beijing, swift
nests are carefully preserved during the
restoration of historic buildings. Along
the Yangtze River, the cities of Nanjing,
Zhenjiang and Maanshan have banned
drones, remote-controlled boats and other
activities that might disturb finless por-
poises.

These measures demonstrate that build-
ing wildlife-friendly cities is not a matter of
slogans. It requires planning, patience and a
readiness to tailor urban management spe-
cies by species, place by place.

0 RADAR TECHNOLOGY EXPERT WINS TOP SCI-TECH AWARD

Ben De, another winner of China’s top sci-tech award for 2025, has dedicated nearly six
decades to advancing the country’s radar capabilities.

Ben, born in 1938, is a researcher at the China Electronics Technology Group Corp.
and a member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering. He led the development of
China’s first long-range early-warning phased-array radar, completed in 1978. This break-

through bolstered China’s national security by extending its surveillance

range by thousands of kilometers, making China the third country in the
world to master large-scale phased-array radar technology.

Ben also spearheaded the development of China’s first domestically
produced airborne pulse-Doppler fire-control radar, which is vital for be-
yond-visual-range air combat, closing a critical technological gap in radar
systems for the country’s fighter aircraft.

“It further confirms that Japan’s
wartime chemical warfare crimes
were large-scale, organized
crimes carried out through

a top-down system.”

Jin Shicheng, from the Exhibition Hall of Evidence of
Crime Committed by Unit 731 of the Japanese Imperial
Army in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, as the museum

released standardized records completed by former
members of a chemical warfare unit as new evidence for
Japanese atrocities in China during World War Il on July 7
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Passengers on a train to Lhasa toast with packs of yoghurt, enjoying their journey on the Qinghai-Xizang Railway, on June 14
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