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People First

In 2026, China’s economic development
remains committed to the goal of improv-
ing people’s livelihoods. Prioritizing public
wellbeing is an integral part of the overall
economic agenda. A series of policies aimed
at boosting employment, strengthening so-
cial security and addressing public concemns
directly will lay a solid foundation for high-
quality economic and social development.
These measures, grounded in current eco-
nomic realities, reflect the country’s people-
centered development philosophy .
Ensuring that the benefits of develop-
ment are shared fairly among all citizens
is a fundamental governance principle of
the Communist Party of China. Efforts to
improve livelihoods encompass practical
measures focused on key areas including
employment, education, healthcare, housing
and the ecological environment.
Employment, as the cornerstone
of public wellbeing, is being stabilized
through targeted campaigns for key groups.
Objectives such as ensuring access to edu-
cation, healthcare, senior care and childcare
are incorporated into economic planning.
Marriage and childbirth services have been
streamlined as part of efforts to build a birth-
friendly society. Furthermore, coordinated
efforts are being made to expand domes-
tic demand while safeguarding people’s
livelihoods and security. Plans to raise the
incomes of urban and rural residents are also

underway, enabling people to consume with
confidence—supported by stable earnings,
reduced worries and an enhanced consump-
tion environment that fosters a strong sense
of fulfillment.

Nationwide, local governments are
implementing policies to enhance public
welfare. In Guangdong Province, a col-
laborative skills ecosystem involving the
government, colleges and enterprises is
helping frontline workers transition from
single-skilled to multi-skilled roles. This not
only boosts worker competitiveness but al-
lows companies, through partnerships with
universities, to train technical personnel
more efficiently, shortening training cycles
and securing talent to support rapid growth.

In Yinchuan, Ningxia Hui Autonomous
Region, the Wenhuajie Community Health
Service Center is providing residents with
more affordable, high-quality medicines,
easing the financial burden of healthcare. In
Longnan, Gansu Province, local authorities
are advancing senior care through a smart
service platform, enabling assessed elderly
people to receive door-to-door support.

As such initiatives are rolled out, tan-
gible improvements are fostering a stronger
public sense of gain, happiness and security.
Public wellbeing underpins public support,
which in tun builds confidence. Prioritizing
people’s wellbeing is both a principled
choice and a practical strategy. BR
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THIS WEEK

FUTURE MEETS
FOLKLORE

A child in Xiangyang City, Hubei Province, explores the art of shadow puppetry at a kindergarten on December 29,
2025. The event was part of nationwide activities welcoming both the New Year and the upcoming Chinese Year of the
Horse, which begins on February 17.
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Winter Welcome

Tourists from the Republic of Korea (ROK) disembark from a cruise ship at Lianyungang Port in Jiangsu Province
on December 28,2025. A group of 255 visitors from the ROK arrived that day to begin a five-day tour of China.

Longest Expressway

Tunnel

The 2213-km Tianshan Shengli
Tunnel, the world's longest
expressway tunnel, officially
opened to traffic on December
26,2025.

Traversing the central
Tianshan Mountain range in
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, the tunnel slashes what
was once a several-hour moun-
tain drive to just 20 minutes.

As avital artery linking city
clusters in north and south Xinjiang,
the GO711 Urumgji-Yuli Expressway,
including the tunnel, entered
operation on the same day.

Subway
Breakthrough

China’s first subway line passing
through a karst spring area be-
gan operation on December 27,
2025, in Jinan City of Shandong
Province. It is an engineering
breakthrough that balances
urban transit demands with the
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protection of natural water
resources.

The subway line 4 runs
beneath one of Jinan’s busiest
transport corridors, reducing
travel time and easing road
congestion.

Yet concerns over whether
subway infrastructure could
coexist with the city's sensitive
spring environment delayed
construction for years. Many
feared that tunneling might
disrupt groundwater flows from
the southern mountains, which
sustain the springs to the north.

Jinan is called the City of
Springs for its roughly 1,000 nat-
ural artesian springs. However, its
karst geology also makes it one
of the most fragile environments
for underground construction.

To address the complex
geology, survey teams identi-
fied spring-sensitive zones and
adjusted the route to avoid
aquifers, increased tunnel depth
and minimized impacts on water
systems.

Monitoring data showed that

the water level of iconic Baotu
Spring recently reached 30.32
meters, the highest recorded
since 1966.

Anthropomaorphic Al
Services

China’s cyberspace regulator has
released a draft interim governing
anthropomorphic Al interaction
services for public consultation.

The draft, formulated by the
Cyberspace Administration of
China, aims to promote the sound
development and standardized
application of Al-powered anthro-
pomorphic interaction services,
the regulator announced on
December 27,2025.

The document stipulates
that providers and users of such
services are prohibited from
generating or spreading content
that endangers national security,
undermines national honor and
interests, disrupts ethnic unity,
facilitates illegal religious activi-
ties, or incites crime.

It also bans the dissemination

of rumors that disrupt economic
and social order, as well as ac-
tivities that harm users’ physical
health or infringe upon their per-
sonal dignity and mental health.
Furthermore, the draft
requires service providers to
prominently notify users that
they are interacting with an Al
system, not a human being.

Palace Museum

Section Reopened

Akey section of Beijing’s Palace
Museum, or the Forbidden

City, China’s imperial palace
during the Ming and Qing
dynasties (1368-1911), reopened
on December 26, 2025, after

a decade-long renovation.
Thousands of visitors flocked to
see it that day.

The Hall of Mental
Cultivation (Yangxin Dian), first
constructed in 1537 during the
Ming Dynasty, served as the resi-
dence and venue for daily state
affairs for several rulers during
the Qing Dynasty.

As the crown jewel of China’s
cultural heritage, the Palace
Museum is home to countless
national treasures and holds a
singular position in preservation
efforts.

The reopened historic build-
ing and its cultural relics had
undergone nearly a decade of
research-based conservation and
systematic restoration.

Over 1,000 exhibits are on
display in the hall, according to
Wen Ming, deputy head of the
Palace Museum’s palace history
department.

Except for light-sensitive relics
such as silk textiles, calligraphy,
paintings, inscribed plaques and
couplets, all the exhibits on dis-
play are original items, Wen said.

Water Consumption

China has achieved zero growth
in water consumption since the

http://www.bjreview.com

beginning of the 14th Five-Year
Plan (2021-25) period, even as the
country’s economic aggregate
continued to reach new heights
and grain output remained
abundant

The information was released
on December 26,2025, at an award
ceremony in Beijing for the first
China Water Conservation Award,
the country’s highest honorin the
field of water conservation.

Official data show that water
consumption per 10,000 yuan
($1,421) of GDP and per10,000
yuan of industrial value added has
dropped by 17.7 percent and 23.6
percent, respectively, compared to
the end of the 13th Five-Year Plan
(2016-20) period.

Meanwhile, the effective
utilization coefficient of farmland ir-
rigation water increased from 0565
to 0583, and the leakage rate of
urban public water supply networks
dropped to within 10 percent.

Despite these achievernents,
an official from the Ministry of
Water Resources warned at the
ceremony that China still faces
severe water scarcity challenges
during the 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-30) period.

The official urged integrating
water-saving measures across all
sectors of economic and social de-
velopment as part of the country’s

green transformation.

With just 6 percent of the
world's freshwater resources, China
sustains nearly 20 percent of the
global population and generates
over 18 percent of global economic
output, according to official data.

New High-Speed
Rail

Asleek silver bullet train departed
Yan'an in Shaanxi Province on
December 26,2025, linking the
sacred revolutionary heartland to
the country’s rapidly expanding
high-speed rail network.

The newly opened 299-km
line connects Yan'an with Xian, the
provincial capital and home to the
famed Terracotta Warriors, slashing
travel time between the two cities
from about two and a half hours to
roughly one hour.

Yan'an, perched on the loess
hills of north Shaanxi, gained
intemational attention through
American journalist Edgar Snow’s
1937 dlassic Red Star Over China,
which depicted the region as one
of China’s poorest areas but also
as a beacon of hope, with the
Communist Party of China leading
the country toward independence
and liberation.

As a strategic stronghold in
northwest China, Yan'an opened

A Feast for the Eyes
A chocolate sculpture exhibit at a newly opened chocolate museumn in

Tianjin on December 28,2025. The museum features more than 20 sets of
handmade chocolate sculptures, crafted from nearly 10 tons of chocolate.

an airport nearly 90 years ago.
However, due to difficult geological
conditions on the Loess Plateau
and other factors, it was not until
1992 that the first conventional
railway connecting it to Xi'an was
opened.

The arrival of high-speed rail
in Yan'an came 17 years after China
opened its first high-speed railway
line between Beijing and Tianjin in
2008.

The high-speed rail project
started in 2021. Designed for
operations of up to 350 km per
hour, the line featured the fast-

est train running on the Loess
Plateau.

More than half of the new route
crosses soft, water-sensitive loess,
presenting world-class engineering
challenges in controlling ground
settlement and ensuring structural
stability.

The route is largely elevated or
underground, with 91 percent run-
ning on bridges or through tunnels.

The opening of this line has
brought China’s high-speed rail
mileage to over 50,000 km,
exceeding the total of all other
countries combined.

http://www.bjreview.com

More Than a Ride

A performance aboard ice-and-snow themed
tourism train Y999/998 in Heilongjiang Province
on December 28,2025. The train embarked that
day on a six-day jouney to destinations including
Harbin and Mohe.
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ETF Market

The combined scale of China’s
exchange-traded funds (ETFs) had
hit a record 6.02 trillion yuan ($856
billion), up more than 22 trillion
yuan ($314 billion) from the end of
2024, Shanghai Securities News
reported on December 27,2025,
citing data from Choice, a financial
information provider.

China introduced its first ETF in
2004. The market has expanded
rapidly in recent years, with total
ETF assets exceeding 4 trillion yuan
($571 billion) in April 2025 and top-
ping 5 trillion yuan ($714 billion) in
August.

Large ETFs have grown rapidly,
with the number of funds manag-
ing over 10 billion yuan ($1.4 billion)
increasing to more than 120, up
from just 66 at the end of 2024.

In addition to strong asset
growth, ETF product offerings
continued to increase. The number
of newly launched ETFs reached a
record high in 2025.

Financial Risks
Banking institutions in China

maintained sound operations in
the first half of 2025, with risks kept
generally under control, according
to a central bank report released on
December 26,2025.

The China Financial Stability
Report 2025 was compiled by the
People’s Bank of China, the central
bank, and ites the ratings of 3529
banking institutions across the
country.

The ratings found that 3217
banks, whose combined assets ac-
counted for 98 percent of the total
assets of all participating banks,
were operating safely, the report
said.

National banks eamed rela-
tively good ratings, though certain
risks were found in multiple small
and medium-sized local banks.

The central bank said it will
continue to address risks at small
and medium-sized financial
institutions, strengthen its macro-
prudential management of real-
estate finance, and guard firmly
against systemic financial risks.

Emerging Industries

China saw sustained momentum in

emerging and future industries in
2025, with about 1.01 million com-
panies established in these sectors
from January to November, up 9
percent year on year, according to
the State Administration for Market
Regulation.

Emerging industries—
represented by next-generation
information technology, high-end
equipment manufacturing and
new materials—reported 775,000
newly established firms, an increase
of 2.6 percent year on year.

Future industries, including fu-
ture healthcare, future intelligence
and future energy, expanded at
an accelerated pace. There was a
35.8-percent year-on-year surge
in new firms across these industries
during the period, with the total
number now at 283,000.

Several frontier tracks posted
explosive gains. The number of new
companies in the field of generative
Al rose more than 29-fold year
on year. Newly established firms
in the humanoid robotics industry
increased 48.9 percent, making
it another leading driver of future
industries.

The administration said growth
in hi-tech and strategic emerging
industries is helping Chinese
companies move toward more
advanced, innovation-led develop-
ment, advancing China’s industrial
system toward the medium-high
end of the global value chain, and
injecting new vitality into high-
quality growth.

Venture Capital

Guidance Fund

China launched the national
venture capital guidance fund on
December 26,2025, as part of
efforts to mobilize more patient
capital for innovative and future
industries.

The fund was jointly initiated
by the National Development and
Reform Commission (NDRC) and
the Ministry of Finance (MOF), with
three regional funds set up in the
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, the
Yangtze River Delta region and the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area.

The fundis designed to
leverage Central Government
capital to attract broad participation

from local governments, central
state-owned enterprises, financial
institutions and private investors,
increase support for strategic
emerging and future industries,
and accelerate the cultivation of
new quality productive forces, Bai
Jingyu, an NDRC official, told a
press conference on the same day.

New quality productive forces
refer to the shift toward innovation-
driven growth, technological
advancement and high-quality
developmentin multiple sectors of
the economy.

Investment decisions will fol-
low the principle of “investing early,
investing small, investing long-term
and investing in hard technology,”
the NDRC official explained, adding
that at least 70 percent of the fund's
capital will be directed to seed-
stage and early-stage enterprises.

Atthe launch ceremony, the
three regional funds had already
reached preliminary investment
agreements covering integrated
circuits, quantum technology,
biomedicine, brain-computer inter-
faces, aerospace, A, future energy
and other strategic sectors.

Guo Fangming, an MOF
official, said the fund will act
as a risk-sharing mechanism,
effectively serving as an “angel
investor” by absorbing early-
stage risks and encouraging
broader social participation in
innovation financing.

Green Electricity
Trading

China’s green electricity trading
volume surged in the first Tl months
of last year, up 413 percent year

on year, the National Energy
Administration (NEA) said on
December 25,2025.

From January to November in
2025, green electricity trading vol-
ume reached 2967 billion kilowatt-
hours (kwh) in the country. In
November alone, the figure stood
at33.6 billion kwh, up 42.8 percent
from a year earlier.

In the first 11 months of last
year, the country's electricity trad-
ing volume surpassed 6 trillion
kwh, accounting for 637 percent of
the overall electricity consumption.

Green electricity is generated
from renewable energy sources

such as wind, solar or biomass.
During the 14th Five-Year Plan
(2021-25) period, green power
accounted for one third of China’s
total electricity consumption, ac-
cording to the NEA.

The country has built the
world’s largest clean power
system and carbon trading mar-
ket, and its green industries are
continuing to grow.

Encouraged

Industries

The NDRC and the Ministry of
Commerce (MOFCOM) had
unveiled the 2025 version of
the Catalogue of Encouraged
Industries for Foreign
Investment, outlining key mea-
sures to attract and use foreign
capital with greater efforts, the
commission said on December
24,2025.

The catalogue, which will be ef-
fective from February 1, represents
an important policy for promoting
foreign investment in China.
Additionally, itis also a key policy
document for guiding foreign
investment in specific industries and

regions, the NDRC noted.

The introduction of the new
catalogue aims to implement the
Chinese Government's decisions
and plans on stabilizing foreign
investment, and guide more for-
eign investment toward advanced
manufacturing, modern services,
hi-tech, energy conservation and
environmental protection, as
well as the central and western
regions and the northeastem
region, it said.

Compared to the 2022 ver-
sion, the new document features
a net increase of 205 items and
includes 303 modifications. In the
advanced manufacturing sector,
for instance, the new catalogue
adds and expands relevant
items such as terminal products,
components and raw materials to
enhance the development level
of the sector’s industrial and sup-
ply chains.

In the next step, the NDRC and
MOFCOM will work with relevant
departments to enhance guidance
and coordination to ensure the ef-
fective implementation of relevant
measures in the catalogue.

NUMBERS

China’s Service Outsourcing Industry in January-November
(All growth rates are y.oy; $1=7.03 yuan as of December 30, 2025)
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Offshore service outsourcing contracts inked by firms in China

Total value

839.54 bIn yuan

up 0.6%

http://www.bjreview.com

Offshore service outsourcing executed contract value

With the United States

With Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

With the European Union

http://www.bjreview.com

Offshore service outsourcing executed contract value

Of foreign-funded enterprises

Up 7.9%

(Source: Ministry of Commerce)
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THIS WEEK WORLD

UNITED STATES

President Donald Trump meets with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
at the Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach,

Florida, on December 28, 2025. They
discussed the latest draft of a peace plan
aimed at ending the Ukraine-Russia crisis

GUINEA

A voter prepares to fill out a ballot at a
polling station in Conakry on December
28, 2025. This was the first presidential

election held in the country since a
military coup overthrew former
President Alpha Condé in
September 2021

O,
INDONESIA

A nursing home after a fire in Manado, capital
of North Sulawesi Province, on December 29,
2025. The fire left 16 people dead

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

THIS WEEK
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THAILAND

A man inspects a damaged house
near the Thailand-Cambodia border
in Sa Kaeo Province on
December 28, 2025. The two
countries signed a joint statement
one day earlier, agreeing on a
ceasefire beginning from 12:00 p.m.
local time

@
AUSTRIA

Members of the Vienna

The national flag and the “Phoenix Flag” in front of Philharmonic during rehearsals for
the main building of Cheong Wa Dae, or the Blue the 2026 Vienna Philharmonic New
House, in Seoul on December 29, 2025. At midnight Year's Concert in Vienna
on December 28, the “Phoenix Flag,” a symbol of on December 29, 2025
the country’s presidency, was raised after a hiatus of
three years and seven months
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0 RESEARCHER MAPS GENETIC BLUEPRINT OF HUMAN ORGAN AGING

Yang Tielin, a professor and doctoral advisor at the Xi’an Jiaotong University
School of Life Science and Technology, recently led a study that developed a model
capable of predicting the aging of 13 human organs, including the brain.

Published in the Nature Communications journal, the research identifies distinct
genetic patterns behind the aging process of different organs. Through a genome-
wide analysis, Yang’s team pinpointed 119 genetic loci linked to organ aging, with

only 27 associated with multiple organs, highlighting that aging is
regulated differently across the body.

Specializing in the genetics and bioinformatics of common hu-
man diseases, Yang focuses on areas such as obesity, osteoporosis
and targeted gene therapy for national precision medicine initiatives.
In 2019, he co-founded the Center for Biomedical Information and
Genomics at Xi’an Jiaotong University.

Shrinking the Fleet

Workers’ Daily
December 23, 2025

As urban rail systems, bike-sharing net-
works and ride-hailing services continue
to expand, bus ridership has been de-
creasing across China in recent years. In
response, bus companies are increasingly
turning toward small buses, which offer
greater flexibility in navigating narrow
streets and densely populated areas.

In Beijing, 19 express bus routes now
operate at five-minute intervals, serving
51,000 passengers a day, linking multiple
subway lines with nearby residential
blocks. Similarly, Lishui in Zhejiang

“The ongoing military drills by the Eastern
Theater Command of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army around Taiwan Island are

Province has launched a minibus service
that enables point-to-point ride-hailing
via mobile apps.

While these new services show great
potential, there are three key challenges
to tackle. First, smaller buses should not
mean lower service standards. Second,
while they are perfect for navigating
crowded urban areas, they should also
cover more remote regions. Third, safety
must always remain a top priority, re-
gardless of vehicle size.

To make them truly effective, operations
need precision scheduling, seamless integra-
tion with subway and bike services, and
reliable access for seniors, people with dis-
abilities and other vulnerable groups.

_i;ifﬁlﬁnu

N|che Is the New Cool

Lifeweek
December 29, 2025

In recent years, a series of niche
sports with low entry barriers have
rapidly gained popularity in China.
These include arena football, a fast-
paced version of American football
played with eight players instead of
15; free diving, where athletes dive
without oxygen equipment, relying
solely on holding their breath; bike
polo, a variation of traditional polo
played on bicycles instead of horses;

“Advances in Al and robotics will lower
the cost of sports trainingin the
future. They are likely to open the door

and Tegball, which blends elements of
football and table tennis.

Other niche sports offer city dwell-
ers a unique chance to reconnect with
nature. One such sport is animal flow,
a workout that imitates the movements
of animals—from four-legged crea-
tures to insects—to enhance strength,
flexibility and coordination. Another
is psicobloc, a form of free solo climb-
ing over deep water, where climbers,
in the event of a fall, plunge directly
into the water below. Destinations
like Yangshuo in Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region, with its breath-
taking karst landscapes and emerald-
green rivers, have become hotspots for
psicobloc enthusiasts from all across
the world.

Some of these niche sports have
also found their way into the Olympic
Games, with climbing, skateboard-
ing and surfing entering Tokyo 2020,
breakdancing arriving in Paris 2024,
and squash to be included in Los
Angeles 2028. These activities are not
just about pushing physical limits but
also about self-expression and social
connection. By grounding participants
in the present moment, these sports of-
fer a welcome pause from the fast pace
of modern life.

“We aim to promote both camel culture
and camel-related products through the
Camel Super League, while creating a new

The Bakery Bubble Bursts

Rednet.cn
December 29, 2025

Recently, some of the Internet’s biggest
bakery sensations have been losing their
shine. Over the past year, 87,658 bakery
stores across China have shut their doors.
Chinese news agency Lanjinger reported.

To sustain their “celebrity” status,
these brands are trapped in a vicious
cycle: pouring money into securing costly
prime locations, purchasing expensive
imported ingredients and investing heav-
ily in marketing to create the next viral
product. Yet, with new products coming
out at breakneck speed—often fading in
less than three months—consumer inter-

est quickly dwindles as imitators flood
the market.

In contrast, grocery retailers like
Sam’s Club and Freshippo have success-
fully launched their own bakery sectors
by cutting ingredient costs through large-
scale supply networks. Meanwhile,
coffee and bubble tea brands like Manner
Coffee and Heytea have integrated baked
goods into their menus, offering afford-
able, high-quality options that cater to
everyday consumer needs.

This wave of closures reflects a shift
in consumer tastes. Moving forward,
brands that offer health-conscious op-
tions, balance quality with cost and
embed themselves within local communi-
ties are the ones most likely to endure.

0 SKATING DUO AIMS FOR THIRD OLYMPIC APPEARANCE

Sui Wenjing (left) and Han Cong, figure skating champions of the Beijing 2022

Winter Olympics, won the national title at the 2025-26 Chinese National Figure
Skating Championships in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, on December 28, 2025.

The pair make their comeback this season after a three-year break. Following

a bronze medal at their return event in October, their victory at the national cham-

pionships will propel them on their journey back to the top. The duo, who claimed

silver at the Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics and gold

in Beijing in 2022, is now targeting a third Olympic appear-
ance at Milano Cortina 2026.

Sui was involved in directing the opening ceremony of
the Asian Winter Games in Harbin earlier this year. “I be-
lieve we have now qualified for Milan,” she said.

“Zero-carbon parks offer
traceable, low-cost green
electricity, helping export-oriented

for ordinary people to find fitness and
health solutions better tailored to their

individual needs.”

Bao Mingxiao, a professor at Beijing Sport University,
commenting on Al’s role in popularizing sports in
an interview with Xinhua News Agency

a punitive and deterrent action against
separatist forces who seek Taiwan

firms comply with global rules.”

Xue Bin, a manager of smart wind power
company Envision, in an interview with Xinhua about
the China-Germany Equipment Manufacturing
Industrial Park in Shenyang, Liaoning Province.
Envision has been helping design renewable energy
solutions for the zero-carbon park

signature attraction for Alxa’s
winter tourism.”

Arong, an organizer of the 2025 Alxa Camel Super League
in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, at its opening on
December 27,2025. The super league features events
ranging from archery on camel back to a camel
beauty pageant

independence’ through military buildup.”

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian, at a press briefing on
December 30, 2025, in response to a query about the drills that
began the day before
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Residents have fun at a park in Changsha, Hunan Province, on December 18, 2025
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n a crisp evening
in December
2025, 76-year-old
Wang Yulin lay
awake in a new
bed in Wuhan, Hubei Province,
his mind alive with a feeling that
had grown rare in his later years:
a profound joy. “I was so happy I
couldn’t sleep all night,” he told lo-
cal news portal Hbwh.wenming.cn.
Earlier that day, Wang and 19 other
vulnerable seniors had received the
keys to a newly opened, state-of-
the-art senior care center. For them,

http://www.bjreview.com

this was far more than a change of address; it was a
transition from uncertainty to security, from isolation
to community, marking the start of a chapter defined
by dignity.

This modern facility, equipped with medical-
grade elevators, fully accessible floors and intelligent
emergency systems, represents more than just a
comfortable residence. It is a tangible symbol of a
significant shift across the country. “We live well, eat
well, and receive dedicated care here,” Wang said,
summarizing the core promise of China’s evolving
approach to social welfare.

In 2025, the Wuhan government channeled 8.5
billion yuan ($1.2 billion) into wide-ranging projects
aimed at enhancing public wellbeing, with Wang’s

new home being just one example.
This investment is part of a pivotal
evolution in national policy, which
has expanded from merely provid-
ing basic necessities to actively
fostering a higher quality of life,
personal fulfillment and social be-
longing for all citizens.

The story of Wang and his
neighbors offers a compelling
glimpse into the new face of peo-
ple’s living standards initiatives in
China, where the ultimate metric
of progress is measured not just in
economic terms, but in human con-
tentment.

Care for elderly

The newly inaugurated senior
care service center Wang lives
in, which commenced opera-
tions on December 26, 2025, is a
cornerstone facility dedicated to
providing centralized care for the
community’s most vulnerable el-
derly. It operates under a “publicly
built, privately operated” model,
a collaborative approach where
the government provides the in-
frastructure and oversight, while a
professional care organization man-
ages daily services to ensure both
quality and sustainability.

The primary service recipients
are economically disadvantaged
seniors who have lost the ability to
care for themselves, including those
under the state’s special support
system, such as elderly people with-
out working capacity or a reliable
source of income.

The center provides a full spec-
trum of support designed to foster
wellbeing. This includes basic daily
care like meal assistance and hy-
giene support, dedicated medical
nursing with regular health moni-
toring and emergency protocols,
and essential emotional wellbeing
services through organized recre-

ational activities and psychological »»
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