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The 2026 World AI Conference 
(WAIC) and High-Level Meeting 
on Global AI Governance was held 
in Shanghai on July 17-20. The con-
ference is now in its ninth year and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered 
a keynote speech at the event for the 
first time. The World AI Cooperation 
Organization (WAICO), a multilateral 
cooperation institution initiated by 
China, was officially established prior 
to the opening of the conference, with 
29 countries from Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and Europe signing the estab-
lishment agreement and becoming the 
organization’s founding members.

China’s hosting of the WAIC 2026 
holds great importance. This year is 
the 70th anniversary of the concept 
of AI. Standing at this milestone, the 
world needs a high-level multilateral 
conference to comprehensively review 
the development of AI. The global AI 
landscape is currently characterized by 
explosive commercial use, with the pace 
of technology application far exceeding 
that of regulation and legislation, making 
global AI governance a key issue. In the 
meantime, the Global North-South digi-
tal divide continues to widen. Developed 
countries monopolize computing power 
and algorithm resources, while most 
developing countries are marginalized, 
making multilateral dialogue on global 

AI governance an urgent need for the 
international community. 

By convening the WAIC and es-
tablishing the WAICO, China aims to 
better enable other developing countries 
and emerging economies to share the 
opportunities of AI development and 
bridge the global digital divide. The 
event and the organization also offer an 
inclusive and cooperative multilateral 
mechanism for global AI governance.

In his speech at the opening cer-
emony, Xi said countries should ensure 
that AI is an important driver for shared 
prosperity and common security and 
join hands to build a just and equitable 
system for global AI governance. Xi 
announced that over the next five years, 
China will provide developing countries 
with 5,000 opportunities in AI training 
and seminar programs. It will also en-
able 30 countries to use the AI-powered 
meteorological warning system MAZU, 
developed by the China Meteorological 
Administration, which will help safe-
guard homes around the world.

With these commitments, China 
will not only make it possible for the 
benefits of AI to reach more countries 
in the Global South, but also enable AI 
to break free from non-productive com-
petition and truly become a public good 
that empowers global development and 
benefits all humanity. BR 
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HUMANITARIAN VOYAGE
The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy hospital ship, Auspicious Ark, departs from a port in Qingdao, 
Shandong Province on July 22 to begin a voyage to Africa and South Asia. This 200-day mission, the 12th iteration of 
Mission Harmony, will provide free medical services to local communities.
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coverage among domestic 
service workers in flexible em-
ployment.

The measures also support 
qualified localities in exploring 
ways, in accordance with the 
law, to better protect workers’ 
rights and interests, formulating 
employment guidelines for 
domestic service enterprises 
and issuing standardized service 
agreements. They also call 
for updating relevant national 
occupational standards and 
improving vocational skill-level 
assessments.

Online Minors  
Protection  
Chinese authorities have 
launched a campaign to address 
online issues affecting minors, 
to create a safer and healthier 
Internet environment for young 
people, Xinhua reported on July 
20.

Flood Forecasting 
Plan
China’s Ministry of Water 
Resources has issued a three-
year action plan for 2026 to 2028 
to accelerate the development 
of a modern rainfall and flood 
monitoring, forecasting and early 
warning system, and advance the 
modernization of the country’s 
hydrological services, Xinhua 
reported on July 18.

The plan outlines key tasks 
in five areas: improving the na-
tional hydrological station network, 
speeding up the development and 
application of the three-tier rainfall 
and flood monitoring and forecast-
ing system, strengthening water 
resources monitoring, analysis and 
assessment, promoting scientific 
and technological innovation in 
hydrology, and improving sector 
governance.

By 2028, the coordinated 
application of the three-tier system 
will be extended to major river ba-
sins where flood control is required.

The three-tier system uses 
satellites and radar to track rainfall 
in the atmosphere, rain gauges 
to measure precipitation on the 
ground, and hydrological stations 
to monitor river levels and flows, 
with the three layers working to-
gether to improve flood forecasting 
and provide earlier warnings.

Jiuzhaigou Valley 
Protection 
China has established a new 
research center dedicated to the 
protection and scientific manage-
ment of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site Jiuzhaigou Valley in 
Sichuan Province.

The center, jointly established 
by the State Key Laboratory 
of Geohazard Prevention and 
Geoenvironment Protection at 
Chengdu University of Technology 
and the administration of 
Jiuzhaigou Valley, marks a new 

Initiated by the Cyberspace 
Administration of China (CAC), 
the campaign will run for four 
months and be implemented in 
two stages, according to the CAC.

The first phase, which coin-
cides with the summer holiday 
period, will focus on tackling 
prominent problems related to 
content publishing, user interac-
tion and online marketing.

The CAC said this phase of 
the campaign will target issues 
including the creation of harmful 
cartoon content, the promotion 
of violent or frightening material, 
and online scams aimed at mi-
nors, such as schemes designed 
to trick young people into mak-
ing payments.

The second phase will focus 
on regulating platform recom-
mendation practices, improving 
educational content sections and 
strengthening the development 
of dedicated modes for minors, 
the CAC noted.
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The Rise of the Robot City 
A robot navigates a simulated unmanned retail store at the Tianfu Jiangxi Laboratory’s robotics innovation center 
in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, on July 15. In recent years, Chengdu has accelerated its push into AI and robotics, 
fostering a robust industrial cluster and a comprehensive, innovation-driven ecosystem. 

Boosting Domestic 
Services  
China’s Ministry of Commerce 
and eight other government 
departments on July 20 issued 
19 policy measures to promote 
high-quality development of the 
domestic services sector, boost 
domestic service consumption 
and remove bottlenecks hinder-
ing the sector’s development.

These measures focus on 
five areas: increasing support 
for domestic service enterprises, 
encouraging institutional innova-
tion, strengthening vocational 
skills training, improving the cred-
it information platform system 
and reinforcing the foundations 
for industry development.

They encourage insurers to 
develop products tailored to the 
sector, support domestic service 
enterprises in participating in the 
long-term care service system 
and improve social insurance 
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phase of institutionalized collabo-
ration between high-level research 
and heritage site management, the 
university said on July 21.

The center will focus on 
several core research areas, 
including geological hazard risk 
identification and prevention, 
post-earthquake ecological resto-
ration, protection of the travertine 
(limestone deposited by springs) 
landscape and lake ecosystems, 
and long-term monitoring and 
evaluation. It is also dedicated to 
translating scientific findings into 
practical conservation applica-
tions, it said.

Located in the mountains on 
the eastern edge of the Qinghai-
Xizang Plateau, Jiuzhaigou Valley, 
also known as Jiuzhaigou National 
Park, is renowned for its stunning 
travertine lakes, waterfall clusters 
and well-preserved glacial rel-
ics, making it one of the most 
acclaimed tourist destinations in 
China.

Beer Festival
The 36th Qingdao International 
Beer Festival opened on July 17 
in the coastal city of Qingdao, 
Shandong Province, kicking off 
a 30-day celebration that blends 
brewing tradition with tech ad-
vances and cultural performances.
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Shopping Spree in the Tropics 
Shoppers browse cosmetics at the Haikou International Duty Free 
Shopping Complex in Haikou, Hainan Province, on July 18. The province 
is experiencing a summer retail boom, with offshore duty-free sales in the 
first half of the year up 18.8 percent year on year.

The festival will take place in 
nine beer tents, offering more than 
2,300 types of beer from around 
the world.

Hosted at Qingdao’s Xihaian 
(West Coast) New Area, the festival 
features over 2,000 activities rang-
ing from beer tastings and concerts 
to trade events and cultural exhibi-
tions.

Notably, the festival is increas-
ingly about experiences as much 
as drinking. A newly introduced 
“future beer factory” tent uses 
robots to greet visitors and perform 
interactive shows, reflecting China’s 
growing enthusiasm for integrating 
tech advances into the consumer 
experience.

A series of international 
exchange activities to promote 
cooperation in the global beer 
industry will also be held.

Qingdao is home to the 
time-honored Tsingtao Brewery. 
Inaugurated in 1991, the Qingdao 
International Beer Festival has 
grown into one of the world’s most 
famous beer festivals.

Volunteer Program
More than 53,000 newly re-
cruited university graduates are 
heading to less-developed and 
rural areas for an annual volun-
teer service program, the Central 
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Summer Slopes 
A visitor hits the slopes at an indoor ski resort in 
Shijiazhuang, Hebei Province, on July 21. In recent 
years, local resorts have been offering discounts  
and hosting professional competitions to pioneer a 
heat-relief business model. 

Committee of the Communist 
Youth League of China (CYLC) 
announced on July 21.

The volunteers, selected by 
local authorities and universities 
nationwide, will be dispatched 
to 27 provincial-level regions, 
including Xinjiang, Xizang, Jilin 
and Guizhou.

According to the CYLC 
Central Committee, participants 
will serve one to three years in 
fields including rural education, 
healthcare, grassroots social 

governance and community-
level youth work.

More than 90 percent of the 
posts are based in townships and 
villages, underscoring the pro-
gram’s focus on strengthening 
services at the grassroots level, 
the statement said.

Since the program was 
launched in 2003, nearly 
600,000 university graduates 
have answered the call to volun-
teer in western regions, rural areas 
and small communities. 
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Oil, Gas Output
China’s total oil and gas output 
reached 420 million tons of 
oil equivalent in 2025, a new 
record high, according to a report 
released by the National Energy 
Administration (NEA) on July 21.

Crude oil output hit an all-
time high of 216 million tons in 
2025, while natural gas output 
registered an annual increase of 
over 10 billion cubic meters for the 
ninth consecutive year, constitut-
ing a notable improvement in the 
country’s independent energy 
security capacity, the NEA said.

China’s shale oil output ex-
ceeded 8.5 million tons last year, 
more than 10 times the volume 
recorded in 2018.

The report noted that from 
2019 to 2025, the oil and gas 
sector fully implemented the 
seven-year action plan to boost 
domestic oil and gas exploration 
and development, hitting record 
highs in both reserves and output.

In 2026, the sector will launch 
a new round of strategic oil and 

gas exploration and develop-
ment campaigns, continue to 
increase investment in the sector, 
and maintain domestic crude oil 
output above 200 million tons 
while further increasing natural 
gas output.

China’s crude oil and natural 
gas output exceeded 400 million 
tons of oil equivalent for the first 
time in 2024, according to the 
NEA. 

Equipment  
Manufacturing 
The equipment manufacturing 
sector became a major driver of 
China’s export growth in the first 
half of the year (H1), with export 
delivery value of the equipment 
industry rising 18.2 percent year on 
year and contributing nearly 50 
percent of the growth in industrial 
exports, according to official data 
released on July 20.

In H1, the country’s exports 
of wind turbine generators and 
lithium-ion batteries increased 35.6 
percent and 37.6 percent year on 

year, respectively, while automo-
bile exports reached 5.096 million 
units, up 65.3 percent from a year 
earlier, Wang Weiming, chief en-
gineer of the Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology, told 
a media conference.

The shipbuilding sector also 
continued to strengthen its global 
competitiveness, with domestically 
built vessels accounting for more 
than 90 percent of the country’s 
total completed ships, new orders 
and existing order backlog.

“Since the beginning of 2026, 
China’s equipment manufactur-
ing industry has demonstrated a 
solid foundation, multiple growth 
highlights and strong external 
demand,” Wang said.

The sector’s value-added out-
put increased 6.4 percent year on 
year in H1, accounting for 20 per-
cent of the total output of industrial 
enterprises above the designated 
size (annual revenue of 20 million 
yuan ($2.95 million) from their 
principal business). It contributed 
23.5 percent to the growth of value-
added industrial output, providing 

strong support for stable industrial 
growth, Wang noted.

Meanwhile, new quality 
productive forces continued to 
expand, with output of industrial 
robots and service robots increas-
ing 28 percent and 11.9 percent 
year on year, respectively.

Earlier data showed China’s 
value-added industrial output ex-
panded at a solid pace in H1, with 
equipment manufacturing and 
hi-tech manufacturing posting 
strong growth. 

Postal Sector 
Growth
The postal sector maintained solid 
growth in H1, with business rev-
enue rising 6 percent year on year 
to 925.6 billion yuan ($136 billion), 
according to data released by the 
State Post Bureau on July 17.

Revenue from the express 
delivery sector totaled 771.41 bil-
lion yuan ($114 billion) during this 
period, up 7.3 percent year on year.

The postal sector handled 
108.89 billion items in H1, up 4.2 
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percent year on year, with express 
delivery volume having reached 
100.38 billion parcels, growing 5 
percent compared with the previ-
ous year.

Intra-city express deliveries 
totaled 7.22 billion items, down 8.4 
percent year on year, while inter-
city deliveries reached 91.01 billion 
items, an increase of 6.1 percent.

In June alone, the postal sec-
tor generated 162.07 billion yuan 
($24 billion) in business revenue, 
up 5 percent year on year.  The 
sector handled 19 billion items in 
June, rising 3.7 percent from a year 
earlier. 

Foreign Investment
Foreign investment growth in 
China is expected to sustain its 
momentum, supported by in-
dustrial upgrading, technological 
innovation, continued opening-up 
efforts and economic resilience, 
the State Administration of Foreign 
Exchange (SAFE) said on July 17.

Data showed foreign invest-
ment in China recorded a net 
increase of about $160 billion in 

the first five months of the year, 
significantly better than during the 
same period last year.

The data also showed China’s 
foreign investment structure has 
continued to shift toward higher-
value and more innovation-driven 
sectors. In H1, foreign capital in-
flows into China’s hi-tech services 
and hi-tech manufacturing sectors 
increased by 61 percent year on 
year, accounting for 36 percent of 
total capital inflows, up 11 percent-
age points from the same period 
last year.

The data indicated foreign 
investment in China has gradually 
shifted in recent years from seek-
ing the cost and scale advantages 
of “Made in China” to jointly par-
ticipating in the development of 
“Created in China,” SAFE spokes-
person Zhao Yuchao said.

China’s ongoing industrial 
transformation and advances 
in technological innovation are 
creating new investment op-
portunities and providing foreign 
investors with a more stable and 
attractive environment for long-

term development, Zhao added.
The country’s steady expan-

sion of institutional opening up, 
improved services and support 
mechanisms for foreign investors 
and enhanced financial connectiv-
ity are also expected to create 
more favorable conditions for 
overseas investment.

Meanwhile, amid growing 
global uncertainties, China’s stron-
ger economic resilience and stable 
yuan exchange rate will provide 
global investors with more options 
for diversified asset allocation, 
supporting continued confidence 
in the Chinese market, Zhao said.

SAFE intends to work with 
relevant departments to sys-
tematically advance reforms in 
the field of foreign investment, 
steadily improve the facilitation 
of cross-border investment and 
financing, and establish an insti-
tutional framework aligned with 
high-standard opening up and 
high-quality development, to en-
courage more foreign investors to 
pursue long-term value-oriented 
investments in China.

Solar Thermal  
Power
China had 2.1 gigawatts (gw) of 
concentrated solar power (CSP) 
capacity in operation as of the end 
of June, ranking second worldwide 
behind only Spain, the China 
Electricity Council said on July 16.

China had 24 CSP projects in 
operation, while another 26 projects 
with a combined capacity of 3.2 gw 
were under construction.

CSP plants use mirrors to 
concentrate sunlight and produce 
heat, which can be stored and 
used to generate electricity when 
needed. Their stable and dispatch-
able output can help power grids 
manage fluctuations in wind and 
photovoltaic generation.

China has localized more than 
95 percent of CSP equipment, 
while average construction costs 
have halved over the past decade 
to about 15,000 yuan ($2,200) per 
kilowatt.

The country aims to increase 
its installed CSP capacity to 15 gw 
by 2030. 
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UNITED STATES 
The Spanish national soccer  

team celebrates after defeating 
Argentina in the final of the 2026 
FIFA World Cup at Metlife Stadium 

in New Jersey on July 19 

UNITED KINGDOM
 Labor Party leader Andy Burnham  

delivers his first speech as prime minister 
outside 10 Downing Street in London on 
July 20, after King Charles III invited him 
to form a government earlier that day

BELGIUM 
A motorcycle procession participates in a 

military and civil parade in celebration of the 
country’s National Day in Brussels on July 21 
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PERU 
The aftermath of an earthquake in Chupaca 
Province in the region of Junin on July 18. At 

least five people were killed

FRANCE 
Tourists congregate near  

the Louvre Museum in Paris on 
July 21. The Apollo Gallery at the 

Louvre Museum, robbed in  
October 2025, reopened to the 

public on July 22

REPUBLIC OF  
KOREA 

A giant panda cub at the Panda 
World in Everland, Gyeonggi  

Province, on July 23. Ai Bao, a 
female giant panda on loan from 
China, gave birth to the female 

cub on June 3
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“Foreign visitors are increasingly  
incorporating services into their trips, 

marking a shift from product-seeking to 
service-driven inbound consumption.”

Cao Yixia, a researcher at the Shanghai Academy of Social 
Sciences, in a recent interview with Xinhua News Agency 

on international tourists’ increasing consumption of local 
services during their visits

“China is at the very frontier of  
the AI revolution… Most importantly, 

China is making AI practically available 
for many economically valuable  

applications.”
Alex Zhavoronkov, founder and co-CEO of  

Shanghai-based AI-powered biotech firm Insilico 
Medicine, commenting on China’s progress in AI at the 

2026 World AI Conference, held on July 17-20 in Shanghai

BYTEDANCE FOUNDER GIVES BACK TO HOMETOWN

Zhang Yiming, founder of TikTok’s parent company ByteDance, announced a new 
donation of 300 million yuan ($44 million) on July 21, to boost education and medi-
cal development in his hometown Longyan in Fujian Province. 

The funding will go to the Fangmei Education Development Fund he set up, 
named after his grandmothers. Two hundred million yuan ($29.5 million) will sup-
port astronomy education, digital schooling and campus infrastructure upgrades, 
while 100 million yuan ($14.5 million) will fund medical staff training and hospital 

equipment improvement. 
This is his third large donation to Longyan. Zhang previously 

made major contributions to the city in 2021 and 2023. The tech ty-
coon has long prioritized public welfare projects in less developed 
areas, hoping high-quality education and healthcare can become last-
ing driving forces for local growth and benefit ordinary residents.



tion laws, which prohibit employing anyone 
under 16.

Many netizens sympathized with 
the shop owner, arguing it was an act of 
goodwill, not exploitation. Yet legal ex-
perts emphasize that emotional or helping 
motives do not justify breaking the law. 
Allowing exceptions could weaken enforce-
ment and encourage covert child labor. The 
case serves as a legal reminder that minors’ 
rights are strictly protected.

Beyond employer liability, public 
attention has turned to the father’s po-
tential neglect of his guardianship duties. 
Authorities are urged to investigate and hold 
guardians accountable while ensuring that 
out-of-school children return to education. 

Guardianship and  
Responsibility
Yangtze Evening News
July 20
A recent case in Daqing, Heilongjiang 
Province, sparked public debate after a 
package delivery sorting station owner was 
fined 5,000 yuan ($738) for using child la-
bor. This rare incident involved a 15-year-
old boy, whose father, wanting to build his 
son’s character after he quit school, sent him 
to a friend’s parcel station to help sort pack-
ages. Although the boy received no pay and 
did not work long-term, authorities ruled it 
illegal under China’s labor and child protec-

Qinghai’s Green  
Tourism Vision
Outlook
July 13
In March 2021, President Xi Jinping 
urged Qinghai Province to use its unique 
strengths such as salt lakes, clean energy, 
ecotourism and agriculture to build a 
green, low-carbon and circular economy. 
In recent years, Qinghai has prioritized 
becoming an international ecotourism 
destination that combines high-quality 
development with strong environmental 
protection.

In 2025, 64.57 million tourist trips 
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“AI is an assisting tool. It cannot  
replace teachers in providing  

values-based guidance, inspiring 
students intellectually, or engaging 

empathetically with students in  
complex situations.”

Wu Chunhui, Vice Principal of the Beijing No.13 High 
School, as the school recently adopted AI to assist in  

lesson planning and student assessment

“It shows China has  
developed a distinctive pathway that 

simultaneously safeguards grain  
production and improves the  

ecological environment.”
Zhang Fusuo, a member of the Chinese Academy of 
Engineering, commenting on the China Agricultural 
Green Development Report 2025 released on July 18,  
noting the report demonstrates high yields need not 

mean more inputs, nor does sustainability mean  
less productivity

were made in Qinghai, including 115,200 
from outside the Chinese mainland, an 
increase of 20 percent and 209 percent, 
respectively, year on year. Centered on the 
principles of ecology first, quality foremost, 
authentic experience, an integrated ap-
proach and a focus on people’s wellbeing, 
Qinghai promotes cooperation between 
central and provincial authorities, coordina-
tion with other regions, and efficient use 
of land, funding and transportation. This 
policy support creates a solid foundation 
for province-wide green tourism.

Environmental protection remains par-
amount. The Three-River-Source National 
Park, birthplace of the Yangtze, Yellow 
and Lancang rivers, applies strict manage-
ment with no commercial tourism in core 
zones and minimal interference in desig-
nated sightseeing areas. The Heidushan 
scenic area, known for resembling a lunar 
landscape, opens only 0.61 percent of its 
total area to visitors. At Qinghai Lake, 
China’s largest inland saltwater lake, all 
large-scale development is banned to safe-
guard its fragile ecosystem.

Qinghai also links ecological sites with 
cultural heritage, blending nature with his-
tory to enhance the tourist experience. This 
approach converts ecological and cultural 
value into sustainable economic growth, 
positioning Qinghai as a leading example 
of eco-friendly, culturally rich tourism. 

Both are built on a large Cantonese 
database that collects real-life words, 
sounds and videos together with cultural 
background information. The goal is to 
make AI truly understand Cantonese, 
including its tone, feelings and context. It 
also helps protect Lingnan culture, which 
encompasses areas in south China includ-
ing Guangdong and Hainan provinces 
and carries the history and lifestyle of 
Cantonese speakers.

At present, the system stores more 
than 1 terabyte of materials and has led 
to over 10 practical tools, such as smart 
dubbing and Cantonese learning apps. 
By combining new technology with lo-
cal culture, the project helps Cantonese 
remain lively and continue to grow in the 
AI age.

NOBEL WINNER JOINS TSINGHUA
Omar M. Yaghi, co-winner of the 2025 Nobel Prize in Chemistry and a world-
leading materials chemist, joined Tsinghua University in Beijing as a full-time chair 
professor in early July. 

The Jordanian-American scientist, previously a long-serving professor at the University 
of California, Berkeley, the U.S., earned the Nobel Prize for pioneering metal-organic frame-
works. He is a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences and a foreign member of 

the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), China’s leading scientific institu-
tion. CAS foreign members are elected from throughout the world, based on 
their contributions to China’s progress in science and technology and their 
international academic reputation.

At Tsinghua, Yaghi will establish a university-level research 
center for AI-enabled materials chemistry, aiming to leverage AI to 
drastically shorten the cycle of new materials development. 



Cantonese AI  
Breakthroughs
Guangzhou Daily
July 20
At the 2026 World AI Conference in 
Shanghai, a Cantonese lab established 
by Guangzhou University and the 
Guangzhou Federation of Social Sciences 
in Guangdong Province, announced two 
new achievements: a Cantonese search 
engine and a Cantonese voice ability test. 
The first helps users find reliable and au-
thentic information in Cantonese, one of 
the most widely spoken Chinese dialects. 
The second is used to check whether an 
AI system truly understands and speaks 
the dialect naturally.
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THE SMART PATH 
TO AI

Speed, scale and collaborative intelligence: China’s AI ecosystem as seen  
at WAIC 2026 By Yuan Yuan

A robot demonstrates precision operation during the 2026 World AI Conference and High-Level Meeting on Global AI Governance in 
Shanghai on July 19


