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The Green Code

As climate pressures intensify
worldwide, environmental policy is
increasingly becoming a test not only
of ecological responsibility, but of eco-
nomic strategy and political credibility.
China’s latest moves in ecological gov-
ernance reaffirm that the country sees
the green transition not as a constraint
on growth, but as its engine.

This year’s National Ecology Day,
on August 15, carries unusual signifi-
cance. On that same day, China’s new
Ecological and Environmental Code, a
landmark piece of legislation consolidat-
ing decades of environmental regulations
into a unified legal framework, will of-
ficially take effect. It is the country’s
second formal statutory code, following
the Civil Code of 2020.

Earlier this year, Chinese authorities
also released the 15th Five-Year National
Climate Change Response Plan (2026-
30), outlining the next stage of emission
reduction, industrial upgrading and en-
ergy transformation.

The coming five years are widely
considered decisive for China’s pledge
to peak carbon emissions before 2030.
The targets include reducing carbon
emissions per unit of GDP by 17
percent compared with 2025 levels,
expanding carbon trading mechanisms
and building a comprehensive carbon

footprint management system.

Unique to China’s climate strategy is
the extent to which it is integrated with
industrial policy. Renewable energy,
electric vehicles, lithium-ion batteries
and smart-grid technologies are treated
as pillars of future economic growth—an
approach that is already reshaping global
energy markets. China is a major player
in the world’s solar and wind power
sectors as well as battery supply chains,
backed by years of investment and infra-
structure planning. As of this May, for
example, non-fossil sources accounted
for 62 percent of installed power capac-
ity, up from just 25 percent in 2010.

The next phase aims to deepen that
advantage through massive renewable
energy bases, offshore wind development
and expanded storage systems. China
targets building around 100 national-level
zero-carbon industrial parks and 500
zero-carbon factories by 2030.

What China has achieved in recent
years has reframed the tired debate that
pits economic development against en-
vironmental protection. The country’s
trajectory shows that green transformation
and economic growth are not contradic-
tory goals. The institutional commitment,
including codified laws, binding targets
and market infrastructure, offers a viable
path forward. BR
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VAHNIX

DESIGN WITH A CAPITAL ‘D’

A rainbow appears in the sky after rain in Beijing on August 3. The Chinese capital has been designated as the UNESCO-
UIA (International Union of Architects) World Capital of Architecture 2029, UNESCO announced on August 5. The
program, a joint initiative between UNESCO and UIA, highlights the role of architecture, urban planning, culture and
heritage in driving sustainable urban development. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, was the first city designated the UNESCO-UIA
World Capital of Architecture, followed by Copenhagen and Barcelona.
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A New Path to Education

On July 31, a new 288-meter cliff elevator (right) began operation at the Nizhu River Grand Canyon in Nizhuhe
Village of Puli Township, Xuanwei City, in Yunnan Province, joining an existing unit to support local students.
Once a grueling three-hour trek up steep cliffs, the jouney to school now takes just 30 minutes via elevators,
cable cars and shuttles.

Organized Crime

China has launched a one-year
nationwide campaign to deepen
its crackdown on organized
crime, with authorities pledg-
ing to target both traditional
criminal gangs and emerging
forms of organized crime that
predominantly operate online,
Xinhua News Agency reported
onJuly 31

Chen Wenging, a member
of the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee and head of
the Commission for Political and
Legal Affairs of the CPC Central
Committee, made the remarks
at a national video conference
regarding the campaign.

Chen noted that China’s
fight against organized crime
has achieved positive results

4 BEIJING REVIEW AUGUST 13,2026

since the 20th CPC National
Congress in 2022, while stress-
ing the need to gain a better
understanding of the evolving
forms and characteristics of
organized crime under new
circumstances.

Authorities will focus particu-
larly on criminal organizations
that exploit online platforms or
use so-called “soft violence™—
including organized acts of
harassment, persistent pestering
and public disturbance that
exert psychological coercion
on others—to carry out illegal
activities, Chen said.

Urging efforts to eradicate
the “protective umbrellas” that
shield organized crime, Chen said
the campaign will also step up ef-
forts to address problems in key
industries and regions vulnerable

to organized crime, to tackle both
criminal activities and the condi-
tions that enable them to thrive.

Employment
Support for Veterans

China will support retired
service personnel as they
start careers in a wider range
of fields, including emerging
sectors such as new-energy
vehicles (NEVs), high-end
equipment manufacturing and
the low-altitude economy (or
economic activities below 1,000
meters), according to a press
conference by the Ministry of
Veterans Affairs on July 31.

Sui Hongbo, Vice Minister
of Veterans Affairs, said at
the press conference that the
ministry will also work with
local governments to encour-

age qualified veterans to seek
employment or start businesses
in the software development, e-
commerce and health sectors.

People retiring from
military service in China have
benefited from a long-running
system that provides them with
access to civilian employment,
including positions in govern-
ment agencies and state-owned
enterprises. According to Sui,
the ministry will strengthen
coordination with government
authorities responsible for
emergency response, public
security and education to help
more veterans find jobs as
teachers, auxiliary police of-
ficers and firefighters.

The ministry will also
broaden cooperation with
enterprises to launch additional
job fairs in partnership with cen-
trally administered state-owned
enterprises and leading private
companies, providing more
employment opportunities for
veterans, he added.

Huangyan Dao
Management

China on August 1issued the
management measures for the
Huangyan Dao National Nature
Reserve, a key step in safeguard-
ing the diversity, stability and
sustainability of the Huangyan
Dao natural ecosystem.

Huangyan Dao, located
in China’s Zhongsha Qundao,
features a unique coral reef
ecosystem and special geo-
logical structures. It is home to
numerous rare and endangered
species, making it an area of
high biodiversity and species
rarity.

In September 2025, China
formally approved to establish
the Huangyan Dao National
Nature Reserve. Administered
under the city of Sansha, Hainan
Province, the reserve spans

http://www.bjreview.com
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3,523.67 hectares.

The nature reserve shall
be subject to strict protection.
Without prior approval, any
activities such as fishing, mining
and the extraction of corals,
coral reefs or giant clams that
damage rare marine species
and the natural ecosystem are
prohibited.

No individual or organiza-
tion may enter the reserve,
except as otherwise provided
by laws and regulations or
for activities organized for
conservation and management
purposes.

Under the new rules, a
routine patrol system will be
established to promptly inves-
tigate and handle violations in
accordance with the law.

World Dairy Capital

The International Union of
Food Science and Technology
(IUFoST) on August 1 awarded
Hohhot, capital of Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region,
the title of “World Dairy Capital.”
Addressing the 2026 World
Dairy Industry Conference in
Hohhot, Pavinee Chinachoti,
IUFoST President-Elect, said that
through the synergy of premier
research hubs and industry lead-

ers, the city has achieved a series
of breakthroughs, including the
high-efficiency processing of
hydrolyzed whey protein (the
premium tier of protein supple-
mentation, promising faster
absorption and easier digestion)
and eco-friendly extraction
methods for beta-casein (an im-
portant protein found in bovine
milk).

Driven by the commitment
to science, Hohhot's dairy
sector continues to break new
ground. Both the yield of its
large-scale farms and the
quality of its raw milk now rank
among the best in the world. It
is the only city in the world that
is home to two of the world’s 10
largest dairy producers.

Caregiving Service
Subsidies

About 2 million seniors with
disabilities in China have re-
ceived government subsidies to
purchase caregiving services so
far this year, the Ministry of Civil
Affairs announced at a press
conference on July 30.

The subsidies are available
to older individuals who have
been assessed as having moder-
ate or more severe disabilities,
based on criteria that evaluate

VNHNIX

Summer Heights

Tourists take to the skies at a paragliding base in Jiuzhou Town,
Huangping County, Guizhou Province, on July 30. During the summer
break, visitors are flocking to the site to soar over the mountains with
professional pilots, trading the summer heat for a cool mountain breeze.

their ability to perform daily
activities as well as their mental,
sensory and cognitive functions.
The Chinese Government

rolled out this nationwide subsi-
dy program at the beginning of
this year, after several months of
piloting it in a limited number of
regions. So far, elderly care ser-
vice providers across the country

have recorded more than 6.5
billion yuan ($957 million) in
service payments covered by
the subsidies, according to the
ministry.

The ministry estimates that
the subsidy program has gener-
ated about 29 billion yuan ($4.3
billion) in growth for the elderly
care service sector.

http://www.bjreview.com
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Brewing Change

A customer steps out of a café on Bajing Street,
Shenyang, Liaoning Province, on August 1. What was
once a faded relic of the city has been revitalized by
an eclectic mix of coffee shops.
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Service Trade

China’s trade in services expanded
83 percent year on year in the first
half of 2026 (H1), data released

by the Ministry of Commerce on
August 4 showed.

The total value of service im-
ports and exports reached nearly
378 trillion yuan ($556.6 billion)
from January to June, according
to the data.

Throughout the period, travel
service exports grew at the fastest
rate among the top five service
export categories, up 311 percent
to 229.2 billion yuan ($34 billion).

Knowledge-intensive services
trade rose 6.7 percent year on
year to 166 trillion yuan ($246
billion) during the same period,
accounting for 44 percent of the
total. Notably, exports of personal
cultural and entertainment ser-
vices and the charges for the use
of intellectual property surged
572 percent and 443 percent,
respectively.

The data also showed thatim-

4981 billion yuan ($73.8 billion)
during the period, up 30.4 percent,
the fastest growth rate among the
top five service import categories.

Power Sector
Development

China aims to raise the share

of its electricity generated from
non-fossil energy sources to 50
percent by 2030, according to

a newly released national plan
outlining the country’s power sec-
tor development for the 2026-30
period.

Jointly issued by the National
Development and Reform
Commission and the National
Energy Administration, the
document targets the initial estab-
lishment of a new power system
by 2030.

Under the plan, China aims to
enable the high-level integration
of more than 2.8 billion kilowatts
(kw) of new energy capacity into
the power grid and build a charg-
ing infrastructure network capable

electric vehicles by 2030.

To achieve these goals, the
plan outlines a range of priori-
ties, including expanding green
and low-carbon power supplies,
building a more coordinated and
resilient power grid, enhancing the
power system’s flexibility, improv-
ing electricity supply security,
advancing market-oriented power
sector reforms and promoting
interational cooperation.

The plan calls for balancing
the development of renewable
energy with grid integration,
advancing conventional hydro-
power projects in a well-conceived
manner, promoting the safe and
orderly development of nuclear
power, encouraging diversified
development of non-fossil energy
sources and improving the ef-
ficiency and carbon performance
of coal-fired power generation.

By 2030, China plans to
increase installed conventional
hydropower capacity to around
410 million kw, nuclear power
capacity to about 110 million kw

ity of biomass, solar thermal,
geothermal and ocean energy to
roughly 65 million kw.

Earlier official data showed
that coal-fired power had account-
ed for 49.7 percent of China’s total
electricity output in H1, or the first
time its share had fallen below
50 percent and a new milestone
in the country’s transition toward
a green and low-carbon energy
system.

China has pledged to peak
carbon dioxide emissions before
2030 and achieve carbon neutral-
ity before 2060.

Marine Economy

China’s gross ocean product
reached 55 trillion yuan ($810
billion) in H1, up 51 percent
year on year, according to data
released by the Ministry of Natural
Resources on August 3.

The amount accounted for
7.9 percent of the country’s GDP,
the ministry said, noting that the
marine economy is experiencing
steady growth with a positive

ports of transport services totaled of supporting over 110 million and combined installed capac- development momentum.
China’s Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI)
60
55
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Meng Qinglei, an official with
the ministry, said since the begin-
ning of this year, the supply of
marine resources nationwide has
remained stable, laying a solid
foundation for the development
of the marine economy.

Meanwhile, China’s shipbuild-
ing industry maintained strong
growth in the first six months. The
industry saw its new shipbuilding
orders, completed deliveries and
order backlog increase by 105.2
percent, 34.8 percent and 37.1
percent year on year, respec-
tively. The global market shares
for these three indicators reached
73.9 percent, 55.4 percent and
633 percent, respectively,
maintaining a leading position
worldwide.

The sector continues to
optimize product structure,
achieving improvements in both
quantity and quality of deliveries,
the ministry said. In H1, over 40
large vessels, including container
ships exceeding 10,000 twenty-
foot equivalent units (TEUs), ultra-
large crude oil carriers and large

liquefied natural gas carriers,

were delivered. TEUs are the
intemational standard unit used to
quantify containerized cargo, ship
capacity and port throughput.

Forex Opening up
The State Administration of
Foreign Exchange on August

2 said in a statement released
after its work conference that it
will continue to steadily expand
institutional opening up in the
foreign exchange (forex) sector
in the second half of this year.

The administration will pro-
mote nationwide the facilitation
policies for high-level opening
up in cross-border trade forex
receipts and payments, support
the development of new forms
of trade such as cross-border
e-commerce, optimize forex settle-
ment for service trade and bolster
the development of intermediate
goods trade.

It will also promote nationwide
the centralized operation policy
for domestic and foreign currency
cross-border funds of multination-

al corporations, issue regulations
on the administration of domestic
forex loans, and steadily and
prudently expand connectivity
between financial markets.

At the meeting, it was made
clear that the administration
will support the development
of Shanghai as an international
financial center, improve forex
management to implement the
plan for upgrading pilot free trade
zones and support the Hainan
Free Trade Port and other regions
in carrying out forex management
innovations.

The meeting also stressed the
need to strengthen the monitor-
ing of cross-border capital flows,
continuously improve macro-
prudential management and
expectation management, and
take comprehensive measures to
safeguard the stability of the forex
market

Energy Storage
Capacity

China’s installed new-type

energy storage capacity had
increased 61 percent year
on year to 153 million kw as
of late June, the National
Energy Administration said
on July 30.

New-type energy storage
has become a key technology
for facilitating the large-scale
development and consump-
tion of renewable energy,
ensuring reliable electricity
supply and improving the
safety and stability of the
power system, Xu Jilin, an of-
ficial with the administration,
said at a press conference.

Areport released by the
administration showed that dur-
ing the 14th Five-Year Plan period
(2021-25), China’s installed new-
type energy storage capacity
increased from 3 million kw to
136 million kw, roughly doubling
each year.

Lithium-ion battery stor-
age remained dominant, but
other technologies have also
advanced rapidly, according to
the report.
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OND,

UNITED STATES

The Summer Streets event underway in
Manhattan, New York City, on August 1.
Beginning on July 25 this year and
running for five consecutive Saturdays,
the event closes off city streets to hold
cultural and recreational activities

O,

PAKISTAN

A suicide blast site in Swat District,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province, on
August 2. The death toll from the
attack near a peace rally had risen to
14 as of August 6, with 26
others injured

8 BEIIING REVIEW AUGUST 13,2026

LEBANON

Mourners hold a national flag and portraits of
victims in commemoration of the sixth
anniversary of the 2020 Beirut Port blasts in
Beirut on August 4. More than 200 people were

killed in the accident

http://www.bjreview.com
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O,
POLAND

A march commemorating the 82nd anniversary
of the Warsaw Uprising in Warsaw on August 1.
The Warsaw Uprising, which broke out on
August 1, 1944, was the largest underground
military operation in German-occupied Europe

BRAZIL

President Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva
speaks at the national convention
of the ruling Workers’ Party in
Sao Paulo on August 2. The
Workers’ Party officially nominated
Lula da Silva as its candidate for
the upcoming presidential
election in October

@
CAMERQON

People walk across the Nyong
River Bridge in the
Nyong-et-Kelle division of Center
Region, Yaounde, on August 6.
The new 160-meter-long bridge,
built by China First Highway
Engineering Co. Ltd., was opened
that same day

http://www.bjreview.com
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THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS
[\V) METEOROLOGIST BAGS PRESTIGIOUS SPACE SCIENCE MEDAL §

Wang Jinsong, Director of the National Satellite Meteorological Center and chief de-
signer of China’s FengYun Meteorological Satellite Program, became the first Chinese
scientist to win the William Nordberg Medal at the 46th Scientific Assembly of the
Committee on Space Research (COSPAR) in Italy on August 3. A minor planet has also
been named after him in recognition of his outstanding contributions.

Wang, 56, led the development of China’s comprehensive national-level space weath-
er operational system, supporting disaster prevention, climate monitoring
and space environment security services.

Established in 1988, the William Nordberg Medal commemorates the
late NASA scientist William Nordberg and is awarded to a scientist who
has made a distinguished contribution to the application of space science

alll
Battle at the Box Office

Guangzhou Daily

August 3

A wave of film withdrawals has emerged
as a defining feature of the 2026 summer
box office. Since June, several titles, includ-
ing Three Kingdoms: The Beginning, The
Decisive Moment and Monkey King, have
abandoned their release slots. The retreat
says much about a film market becoming
more rational.

Audiences are choosier. With endless
entertainment available on digital platforms,
going to the cinema now requires a stronger
reason than a famous cast or a well-timed
release. Meanwhile, data-driven cinema
scheduling means poorly performing films

in a field covered by COSPAR.

can quickly enter a downward spiral of fall-
ing attendance and fewer screenings.

The industry still needs to refine sched-
uling mechanisms so that films of different
genres and budgets are given a fair chance.
But a low tolerance for weak opening
numbers cannot excuse poor filmmaking
or misguided marketing. A film that fails
to identify its audience at the development
stage, or to reach that audience through pro-
motion, is unlikely to be rescued by more
screen time.

In that sense, the withdrawal wave is
less an anomaly than a stress test for the
industry. As competition intensifies, strong
content, clear positioning and a firm grasp
of what audiences want will increasingly
determine which films succeed.

“The emergency response system of China’s
manned space program withstood a real-world
test during our stay. From handling a spacecraft
impact by space debris, adjusting our orbital
schedule and switching return vehicles,

to executing an emergency launch, the entire

system operated seamlessly to ensure our safety.

Zhang Lu, commander of the Shenzhou-21 crewed mission, at a press
conference in Beijing on August 5, the crew’s first public appearance after
returning to Earth in May

10 BEIING REVIEW AUGUST 13, 2026
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Tangshan 20

China Newsweek
July 27
Tangshan, a city in Hebei Province, has
long been one of north China’s most
important industrial centers. It produced
China’s first mechanized coalmine, stan-
dard-gauge railway, steam locomotive
and modern cement. By the early 1970s,
the city alone accounted for roughly 1
percent of China’s industrial output. Steel
became its calling card.

That legacy, however, is now a

“Emerging Chinese brands

are telling stories and offering
modern products designed and

created there, with strong
price-to-value ratios.”

Giovanni Pungetti, a teacher at Istituto
Marangoni, an Italian higher education
institution focused on fashion and luxury

management, describing the shiftin China’s

fashion industry from “made in China” to
“designed in China”

http://www.bjreview.com
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burden as well as an asset. Like many
of China’s older manufacturing hubs,
Tangshan faces growing pressure to re-
duce its dependence on heavy industry.
Environmental constraints have made the
task more urgent. China’s carbon reduc-
tion goals are pushing steelmakers toward
greener and smarter production. But the
transition comes at a price: Upgrading
plants raises costs, putting further pressure
on already thin margins in a fiercely com-
petitive industry.

One way forward is to cultivate new
industries. Since 2018, Tangshan has
been promoting emerging sectors, with
a particular emphasis on robotics. Rather
than chasing the hype around humanoid
robots, the city has focused on practical
industrial applications, including welding,
inspection and mining.

But these advanced industries bring
challenges of their own, especially a short-
age of skilled talent. Tangshan’s latest
response is to turn its proximity to Beijing
and its deep industrial heritage into an
advantage. By attracting Beijing-based
research institutions and technology com-
panies to test and pilot new technologies
in Tangshan, the city is betting that it can
combine the capital’s innovation capacity
with its own industrial base to build a new
engine of local growth.

“China’s diverse manufacturing
sectors, particularly the highly
competitive industrial clusters

along the southeastern coast, will
generate even more Al applications

in the years ahead.”

David Blair, Vice President of the Center for China
and Globalization, a Beijing-based think tank, in a
recent interview with Xinhua News Agency
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Al-Proofing Music

People’s Daily

August 5

Chinese singer Zhou Shen took an unusu-
ally explicit stance on Al when releasing his
song Chronicles of the Moon a few months
ago, stating that the work could not be used
without authorization for Al training, imita-
tion, learning or content generation.

His statement reflects growing concern
over Al-generated music, particularly cov-
ers that imitate recognizable singers. Such
works may infringe not only copyright
in the underlying music but also singers’
personality rights protected under the Civil
Code.

An even deeper dispute concerns the
use of copyrighted music to train AI mod-

els. At the heart of the controversy is the
fact that generative Al systems derive their
capabilities from vast quantities of human-
created works. Industry insiders warn that
if creators cannot exercise control over
how their works are used, such practices
could gradually erode incentives to invest
in original music.

China has launched a nationwide
campaign to combat online copyright
infringement and piracy, with Al-related
copyright issues among its priorities. But
effective protection cannot rely on govern-
ment enforcement alone. Al developers
should ensure their training data come from
properly authorized sources; and online
platforms should strengthen content review
so that infringing material can be identified
and addressed promptly.

0 SANITATION WORKER EARNS POSTGRADUATE ADMISSION

Li Jia, a 33-year-old sanitation worker, has recently made headlines for being admitted
to a graduate program at Chengdu University of Technology Law School in Chengdu,

Sichuan Province.

A mother of two, Li has worked as a sanitation worker for four years at the university,
cleaning the streets on campus. She said she chose this job because it was
close to home, had fixed working hours and allowed her to take care of

her two children. Li graduated from a junior college majoring in business
English more than 10 years ago. She used fragmented spare time to pre-
pare for postgraduate entrance examinations.

Li will resign from her sanitation job after the September semester
starts to fully devote herself to her studies.

“| believe the best era for Chinese snooker
may just be beginning. Many young players
are steadily growing and developing... |
hope more tournaments, even the Snooker
World Championship, can be hosted
in China.”

Ding Junhui, a Chinese snooker player who has won 15
ranking titles, as the World Snooker China Open was resumed
in Taiyuan in Shanxi Province on August 7, after a six-year

hiatus since its last edition in 2019
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The Shankou Mangrove National Nature Reserve in Beihai City, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, on July 24
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