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Collaboration for Innovation

Enhancing innovation-driven develop-
ment to accelerate the cultivation of new
growth drivers is one of the major strate-
gic tasks for China’s economic work in
2026. In the context of the rapid global
acceleration of technological develop-
ment and strong pushes from the West
toward de-globalization and protection-
ism, China’s efforts will require the
continued deep integration of technology
with its institutions, personnel, culture and
market.

Strengthening the leading role of the
business community in innovation means
tilting resource allocation and policy in-
centives in favor of enterprises, especially
technology-based ones. This requires the
government to create a fairer market en-
vironment and put in place tax incentives
and other policies to reduce the cost and
risks of innovation. In the meantime, it
should build a technology innovation sys-
tem led by enterprises that features deep
cooperation between industry, universities
and research institutes, ensuring that the
innovation chain precisely connects with
the industrial chain.

However, if innovation achievements
are not effectively protected, the source of
innovation may dry up. This is especially
true in the emerging and cutting-edge
fields such as Al, biotechnology, new
energy and new materials, where rapid

technology iteration poses unprecedented
challenges to intellectual property (IP)
protection. Therefore, it is also essential
to improve the IP protection system
and address the protection needs of new
business forms. At the same time, it is
imperative to increase the cost of infringe-
ments, remove obstacles hindering rights
protection and establish an efficient, fair
and convenient administrative and judi-
cial collaborative protection mechanism.
Only in this way can innovators invest
with confidence and can IP truly become
the core asset for enterprises competing
globally.

Innovation also hinges on the avail-
ability of highly qualified and talented
personnel. As knowledge creators and
cradles of education, universities have
the mission of continuously supporting
enterprises and the development of the
emerging fields through the provision of
human and intellectual resources. They
must go beyond the traditional disciplin-
ary boundaries and the one-way teaching
approach, and focus on the global fron-
tiers of technology as well as the major
demands of the country.

The business community, IP protec-
tion and university education are never
isolated from one another, but rather form
a dynamically interconnected and mutu-
ally reinforced “innovation triangle.” BR
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TEARS OF JOY

A merchant from Finland takes a selfie with a Cry-Cry Horse stuffed toy at Yiwu International Trade City in Zhejiang
Province on January 12. With a mouth stitched upside down by mistake, the horses look pitiful rather than joyful. They
have unexpectedly struck a chord with the general public as they suggest it’s fine to feel down. Orders have poured into
Yiwu, China’s small commodities hub, as factories ramp up production to meet booming demand.
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Pulling in the Season

Horses pull a winch to haul fishing nets across the ice during the fourth Hasuhai Lake Winter Fishing Festival in Tumd
Left Banner, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, on January 10. The festival, which opened that same day
and will run through February 23, features ice and snow entertainment, hot spring experiences, local cuisine and folk
performances.

Personal Data
Protection

China’s cyberspace regulator re-
leased draft rules regulating the
collection and use of personal
information by Internet applica-
tions on January 10, seeking
public feedback.

The draft, formulated by the
Cyberspace Administration of
China, aims to protect the rights
and interests of personal infor-
mation and ensure the proper
use of personal data.

According to the draft, the
collection and use of personal
information should be strictly
limited to what is necessary for
providing products or services,
and must not exceed the re-
quired scope.

It also states that Internet
applications should, upon first
launch, clearly inform users of
the rules on the collection and
use of personal information
through prominent means such

4 BEIJING REVIEW JANUARY 22,2026

as pop-up notifications and
obtain users’ explicit consent.

In addition, the draft stipu-
lates that applications must not
collect or use personal informa-
tion from a user’s address book,
call logs or text messages with-
out explicit permission. Access
to this data is permitted only for
essential purposes such as com-
munication, adding contacts, or
data backup.

Furthermore, if any personal
information is to be shared with
third parties, the application
must obtain the user's separate
and explicit consent, as outlined
in the draft.

Regulating
Micro-Dramas

China is saying no to inappropri-
ate content in micro-drama video
series featuring children, pointing
to plots that deliberately portray
children as cunning or schem-
ing in order to create dramatic

conflict, and plots that revolve
around political intrigue or
school bullying, among others,
Xinhua News Agency reported
on January 9.

Micro-dramas are an emerg-
ing form of online audiovisual
entertainment. They are typically
short, concise and fast-paced,
and have thrived on Chinese
social media.

In a recent notice, the
National Radio and Television
Administration (NRTA) told
content creators to avoid making
children’s micro-dramas “adult-
like” or too entertainment-
oriented.

In the notice, the NRTA asked
producers to avoid creating
vulgar, illogical or cognitively
inappropriate content under the
guise of humor.

It also prohibited the promo-
tion of childhood fame or the idea
that looks are everything, and
practices that may lead families to
pay high actor training fees.

VNHNIX

Additionally, child actors
must not overwork or be cast in
violent, thrilling or overly com-
plex emotional scenes that are
beyond their mental capacity,
the NRTA said.

Higher Education
Layout

The Ministry of Education

(MOB) will adjust the layout and
quantity of higher education
institutions, channeling more
resources to populous provinces
and central-western regions, ac-
cording to a decision announced
at a recent ministry meeting.

The initiative aims to address
the imbalance in higher educa-
tion access, the ministry said at
the meeting held in Beijing on
January 8, which laid out the
country’s education develop-
ment roadmap for the year.

The MOE has taken a step
in narrowing the gap. Six of the
nine new universities approved
by the ministry on January 4 will
be located in populous provinces
across the country’s central and
western regions.

Zero-Waste City

Hangzhou, capital of Zhejiang
Province, has been selected as
one of the “20 Cities Toward Zero
Waste” under the United Nations
Secretary-General’s Advisory
Board on Zero Waste, according
to the Hangzhou Municipal
Ecology and Environment
Bureau, Xinhua reported on
January 8.

In a letter, the board said that
Hangzhou'’s submission stood
out for its strong commitment
to zero-waste and its contribu-
tions to advancing inclusive,
sustainable, and innovative waste
management solutions.

With an annual economic
output exceeding 2 trillion yuan
($285 billion) and a population
of over12.6 million, Hangzhou

http://www.bjreview.com
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has effectively implemented
comprehensive solid waste man-
agement and resource utilization
measures.

From 2021 to 2024, the
volume of municipal solid
waste generated in Hangzhou
continued to decline, with daily
waste generation per capita
dropping from 1.06 kg to 0.99
kg. The achievements are based
on Hangzhou'’s systemic integra-
tion of “digital intelligence” into
waste classification and resource
utilization.

Smart Medical
Payment

China is accelerating the rollout
of facial recognition, QR code,
mobile and credit-based pay-
ment options in its medical
insurance system to reduce long
queues and simplify patient pay-
ments.

According to a notice issued
by the National Healthcare
Security Administration (NHSA),
the move aims to address long-
standing pain points, such
as repeated payments and
prolonged waiting times when
seeking medical treatment, by
building a unified, convenient
payment system covering
outpatient, emergency and

inpatient services.

Under the system, multiple
payment methods will be in-
tegrated and made mutually
complementary to meet the
needs of different groups.

Expat
Accommodation
Registrations

The number of temporary ac-
commodation registrations of
foreign nationals in Shanghai

hit a record high of 7.139 mil-
lion in 2025, a year-on-year
increase of 49.6 percent, the Exit-
Entry Administration Corps of
the Shanghai Municipal Public
Security Bureau said on

January 8.

The figure underscores the
city’s growing appeal to interna-
tional visitors.

Accommodation registra-
tions are required for foreigners
staying in China. In 2025, 94.7
percent of the temporary ac-
commodation registrations were
handled directly by hotels.

Among foreigners residing
in Shanghai’s residential com-
munities, 84.8 percent opted for
online self-reporting via a multi-
lingual platform, which provides
efficient and flexible registration.

Sugar & Skill

A tourist (right) leamns to make tangguozi (“sugar fruits”) from a staff
member during a workshop in Xi'an, Shaanxi Province, on January 9. This
traditional dessert is known for its exuberant designs and colors, and is often

enjoyed alongside tea.

In addition, the number
of visas and residence permits
issued to foreigners in Shanghai
exceeded 200,000 for the
second consecutive year in 2025,
with long-term permits such as
residence permits accounting for
an increased share of 10 percent-
age points.

Furthermore, since the
launch of the updated Foreign
Permanent Resident ID Card,
commonly known as the “five-
star card,” by the National

Immigration Administration on
December 1,2023, more than
10,000 such cards have been
issued in Shanghai.

The application scope of the
card has been expanded to cover
cultural and daily life services,
including ticket purchases for
sports events and concerts,
pet registration, driver training
enrollment and traffic law tests.
It now facilitates 64 types of
services in key livelihood areas in
Shanghai.

http://www.bjreview.com
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Charm in the Chill

Camping enthusiasts light a fire inside a tent during
a camping festival in Qigihar City, Heillongjiang
Province, on January 12. The week-long event
opened that same day, drawing enthusiasts and
tourists from across China to experience the unique
appeal of winter camping and local folk traditions
amid the frigid cold.
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Industrial Internet

Platforms

By 2028, China aims to host over
450 influential industrial Intemet
platforms, an increase from the
current figure of more than 340, ac-
cording to a three-year action plan
recently released by the Ministry
of Industry and Information
Technology.

The number of industrial
devices connected to key plat-
forms is projected to surpass 120
million units, up from over100
million currently, with the platform
penetration rate reaching over 55
percent

As a core component of the
industrial Intemet, these platforms
serve as crucial carriers for mas-
sive data aggregation, model
accumulation and application
development They act as key hubs
for the ubiquitous connection, flex-
ible supply and efficient allocation
of industrial factors and resources.

According to the ministry, the
plan focuses on three strategic
directions: promoting differenti-
ated development of platforms,

strengthening Al empowerment
and deepening scene-based ap-
plications.

To bolster Alintegration, China
will encourage platform enterprises
to increase research and develop-
mentinvestment in high-quality
data sets, industrial large models
and industrial intelligent agents.
This move is designed to translate
China’s early advantages in data
accumulation and industry mecha-
nisms into competitive strengths for
the digital and intelligent transfor-
mation of manufacturing.

The action plan identifies four
key initiatives: cultivating a multi-
tier platform system, aggregating
data to enhance intelligence,
promoting large-scale application
and strengthening the industrial
ecosystem.

Specifically, it calls for a four-
level cultivation system ranging
from basic to ecosystem levels to
guide platforms toward specialized
and professional development.

In terms of market application,
China will support innovative ser-
vice models such as pay-after-use
and subscription-based services.

Government
Investment Fund

The National Development and
Reform Commission (NDRC),
China’s top economic planner,
released a trial regulation aimed
atimproving the evaluation and
management of government
investment fund allocations on
January 12

The move is intended to better
leverage these funds to serve na-
tional strategies, promote industrial
upgrading and foster innovation
and entrepreneurship.

The regulation highlights the
role of allocation evaluations in
guiding govermment investment
funds to align with national
industrial policies and support the
building of a modem industrial
system.

It also calls for stronger coor-
dination between national-level
funds and local government funds
to support major national strate-
gies, key sectors and weak areas
where market forces fall short

The regulation sets out evalu-
ation criteria focusing on funds’

performance in supporting na-
tional strategies such as new quality
productive forces, technological in-
novation and commercialization of
research outcomes, patent capital,
and public wellbeing.

Additional indicators assess
alignment with the country’s
regional strategies, priority invest-
ment areas and efficient capacity
utilization, as well as policy imple-
mentation.

The NDRC said final evaluation
results will be communicated to
provincial-level governments,
relevant departments, evaluated
entities and related financial institu-
tions. The results will be released
through a registration system.

Tax Rebates
Adjustment

The Ministry of Finance and the
State Taxation Administration an-
nounced on January 9 adjustments
of export tax rebates for a range of
products, including photovoltaic
and battery products.

Export tax rebates for the value
added tax of photovoltaic products
will be canceled starting from April 1,

NUMBERS
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according to the announcement.

Meanwhile, the export tax
rebate rate for the value added tax
of battery products will be reduced
from 9 percent to 6 percent starting
from April1and will be eliminated
starting from January 1,2027, it said.

The move is welcomed by
China’s domestic industry, with
the China Photovoltaic Industry
Association saying that the
measure will help restore rational
pricing in foreign markets and
reduce the risk of trade frictions for
China.

Over the long term, the mea-
sure will help prevent export prices
from falling too rapidly and lower
the risk of trade disputes further,
according to the association.

Services Opening up
China will advance the opening
up of its services sector in nine ad-
ditional pilot cities, according to a
statement released by the Ministry
of Commerce on January 9.

The nine cities—Dalian,

implementing 159 pilot measures,
targeting key areas of the services
sector such as telecommunication,
healthcare and financial services,
the ministry said.

These pilot cities are encour-
aged to pursue differentiated
approaches based on local
conditions. For example, the
coastal city of Dalian will be
supported in leveraging its role
as an international shipping hub
of Northeast Asia to improve
logistics channels, and Ningbo
will be encouraged to build on its
strengths in advanced manufac-
turing and cross-border trade.

In April 2025, these nine cities
joined China’s list of comprehensive
pilot areas, expanding the program
beyond the Tl existing pilot areas.

Since the launch of the
pilot program in 2015, China has
continued to expand its institu-
tional opening up in terms of rules,
regulations, management and
standards. It has also continued
creating a market-oriented, law-

for foreign businesses to invest and
operate in the country.

SOE Restructuring

China has approved the restruc-
turing of China Petrochemical
Corp. (Sinopec) and China
National Aviation Fuel Group Ltd.
(CNAP), the State-Owned Assets
Supervision and Administration
Commission of the State Council
said on January 8.

Sinopec is the world’s largest
oil refiner and China’s top avia-
tion fuel producer, while CNAF
is the country’s largest state-
owned aviation fuel supplier
which integrates the purchase,
transportation, storage, quality
management, sales and into-
plane service of aviation fuel

Industry insiders believe that
the restructuring is expected to
lower aviation fuel supply costs,
boost the industry’s competitive
edge and support a green transi-
tion in the aviation sector.

Restructuring the state-owned

and capital.

During the 14th Five-Year Plan
(2021-25) period, China strategi-
cally restructured 10 centrally-
administered SOEs into six groups
and established nine new central
SOEs, effectively enhancing the
allocation and operational ef-
ficiency of state-owned capital.

Futures Market

China’s futures market posted
robust growth last year, recording
double-digitincreases in both

its trading tumover and volume,
industrial data has shown.

Its total trading turover came
in at 766.25 trillion yuan ($109
trillion) in 2025, surging 23.74
percent year on year, according
to data from the China Futures
Association.

The market's trading volume
topped 9.074 billion lots last year,
increasing 17.4 percent from the
previous year, the data show.

Last September, the Shanghai
Futures Exchange introduced five

Ningbo, Xiamen, Qingdao, based and intemational business economy is a key step toward new derivatives, bringing China’s
Shenzhen, Hefei, Fuzhou, Xian environment, and providing a building more competitive and siz-  total number of commodity futures
and Suzhou—uwill be tasked with stable, open policy environment able state-owned enterprises (SOEs)  and options products to 136.
China’s CPI Growth by Type
December 2025 (% y.0.y)
Food . 0.8
Clothing 1.7
Housing | -0.2
Household items and services 22
2.6 - Transport
Education 0.9
Healthcare 1.8
Others (combined) 17.4
=3 -2 =l 0 1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 0 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
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UGANDA

A presidential campaign rally ahead Prime Minister Sébastien Lecornu

of the country’s general elections in delivers a speech ahead of
Kampala on January 13. About 21 no-confidence votes at the National

million registered voters turned up at Assembly in Paris on January 14. The
polling stations across the country government led by Lecornu survived

two no-confidence votes that day

UNITED STATES

A protest against Immigration and
Customs Enforcement in Pasadena,
California, on January 10

8 BEIJING REVIEW JANUARY 22,2026 http://www.bjreview.com
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Ol
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Impeached former President Yoon Suk-yeol (first
right) at a court hearing in Seoul on January 13. The
special counsel sought the death penalty for Yoon
on charges of insurrection

HUNGARY

Acrobats perform during the gala
show of the 16th Budapest
International Circus Festival

on January 12

THAILAND

Rescuers and onlookers at the site
of a crane collapse in Sikhio District,
Nakhon Ratchasima Province, on
January 14. The death toll from the
accident, which derailed a passenger
train, had risen to 30 as of January 15

http://www.bjreview.com
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0 LEGISLATOR ASSUMES LANDMARK ROLE

Starry Lee Wai-king, 52, was elected president of the eighth-term Legislative
Council (LegCo) of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region on January 8, adding

another prominent role to her extensive portfolio of public service.
Lee’s career spans 17 years in the LegCo and 24 years in the Kowloon City
District Council. She also serves as a member of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress, China’s top legislature. She was chair-

2015 to 2023.

f
Are You Dead?

Rednet.cn

January 14

A new bleak-sounding app has recently be-
come an unexpected hit in China. Initially
listed as “Are you dead?” the literal transla-
tion of the app’s Chinese name, Sileme,
but amid public controversy rebranded as
Demumu on January 14, was designed as a
safety tool for people living alone. The con-
cept is simple: Users must check in every
two days to confirm they are still alive. If
they fail to do so, the system will alert their
appointed emergency contacts the follow-
ing day. Despite the fact that it has only one
function and is charged at 8 yuan ($1.15),
the app became the most downloaded paid

“Countries’ rights and freedoms to carry
out activities in the Arctic in accordance
with the law need to be fully respected. The
U.S. should not use other countries as a
pretext for seeking selfish gains.”

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning, commenting on U.S.
President Donald Trump’s citing of China and Russia as excuses
for his plans to “acquire” Greenland, at a briefing on January 12

10 BEIJING REVIEW JANUARY 22,2026

person of the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and Progress
of Hong Kong, the largest political organization in Hong Kong, from

Lee has outlined that she will focus on ensuring the LegCo will
better integrate with the broader national development agenda and
building a legislature where all legislators can leverage their strengths.

app in China’s Apple App Store before be-
ing taken down on January 15.

For many young urbanites, the app is
more than just a safety measure. It resonates
with a deeper social issue: the widespread
loneliness and anxiety felt by those living
alone in the cities. According to a report
on solo-living by Beike Research Institute,
the number of people living alone in China
reached 123 million in 2024, of which 110
million were aged between 20 and 50.

While the app may offer a sense of se-
curity to this growing population, it doesn’t
address the root cause of their loneliness.
In the end, solo dwellers must embrace the
freedom solitude offers by exploring new
hobbies and forming genuine connections
with the world around them.

Episodes for Export
Lifeweek

January 5

Chinese micro-dramas are redefining
binge culture not only in China but also
all across the world. It’s big business: In
2024, the domestic micro-drama sector
generated over 50 billion yuan ($7 bil-
lion), surpassing the entire Chinese box
office for the year. This surge in popular-
ity has also spurred rapid international
expansion. According to a 2025 report
from the China Netcasting Services
Association, more than 300 Chinese
micro-drama apps have ventured into

“The application of digital technology
could bridge the rural-urban divide
and ensure that more farmers benefit
from equitable development.”

Li Huahong, a researcher at the Guizhou Academy of
Social Sciences, in an interview with Xinhua News Agency
about the impact of livestreaming on rural development

http://www.bjreview.com
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global markets, amassing over 470 mil-
lion downloads.

One leading player is the Chinese app
Reelshort, which features thousands of
micro-drama series divided into a wide
range of categories, including hidden
identity, love at first sight, second chance,
and pregnancy and babies. Some of its
most popular series have amassed nearly
500 million views, which far surpasses
the viewership of Netflix’s Squid Game.

The rise of short dramas is rooted
in the country’s thriving web novel sec-
tor. By 2024, China had more than 30
million online writers. Short dramas
represent a natural evolution of this vast
literary world.

Unlike long-form dramas that em-
phasize intricate plots and character
development, short dramas are de-
signed to deliver immediate emotional
satisfaction. Behind the skyrocketing
viewership numbers lies an extremely
data-driven approach to production,
which uses viewing pattern analysis,
audience feedback and engagement
metrics to fine-tune the content. As this
model propels Chinese micro-dramas
into the global spotlight, it is clear that
they are poised to remain at the forefront
of the entertainment industry, pushing
boundaries and setting new standards in
storytelling for the digital era.

“The top ranking suggests Spirit v1.5 has
demonstrated strong overall capabilities
across general robotics tasks and
real-world execution.”

The Bookstore at
Your Door

Gmw.cn
January 14
In recent years, bookstores across China
have started to appear on the country’s ma-
jor food delivery platforms, where people
can now order books as easily as meals.
This unlikely pairing reflects the mounting
pressures facing physical bookstores, many
of which are struggling to stay afloat.
Beijing offers a telling snapshot. In
2025 alone, several of the capital’s most
distinctive bookshops either closed or an-
nounced plans to do so. Among them were
Kubrick Bookstore, known for its curated
selection of film and art titles; and Douban

Bookstore, which is widely recognized for
its steep discounts.

For many booksellers, turning to deliv-
ery platforms has become a lifeline in an
increasingly harsh market. Yet delivering
books is not as simple—or as profitable—as
it seems. Besides high platform commis-
sions and delivery fees, which all eat into
profit margins, demand for instant book de-
livery remains limited.

The deeper challenge facing bookstores
has less to do with logistics and more to do
with habits. As short videos dominate daily
attention spans, the appetite for deep reading
is visibly shrinking. Therefore, the path to
survival lies not only in diversifying sales
channels but also in helping restore reading
as a cultural activity.

0 ENTERTAINER EXPLORES NEW FRONTIERS

Wang Yibo, a singer, actor and professional motorcycle racer, has expanded his repertoire
as creator and host of the documentary series Exploring the Unknown With Wang Yibo.

The series’ latest and second season followed Wang on a six-week road trip across
North America in a recreational vehicle, training at various rock climbing sites, with
the last episode streaming on Tencent Video on January 10. Produced by Warner Bros.
Discovery, the series’ first season in 2024 featured expeditions through rainforests in

Hainan Province, skiing attempts in Qinghai Province, and explorations of
karst caves in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. In May 2025, the
series became a gold award winner in the series-documentary category at

television.

Qiu Jiefan, an associate professor at Zhejiang University

of Technology, commenting on the Chinese Al
model’s achievement of the first place according to the
RoboChallenge real-world robotics benchmark

http://www.bjreview.com

the 46th Telly Awards, a premier international award honoring video and

Wang, born in 1997 in Luoyang, Henan Province, debuted as a mem-
ber of the boy band UNIQ in 2014.

“The long-term use and repeated
maodifications of the walls reveal
the enduring vitality, adaptability
and complex functions of this key

Silk Road hub.”

Liu Bin, leader of a team from the Luoyang Institute
of Archaeology in Henan Province, in an interview
with Xinhua about the latest discoveries at the

ancient city of Kuva in Uzbekistan
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A drone light show over Wuhan, Hubei Province, on September 12, 2025
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