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The Discipline Drive

Chinese President Xi Jinping has em-
phasized the need to exercise Party self-
governance with higher standards and
more concrete measures to provide a
strong guarantee for achieving the goals
and tasks of the 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-30) period. He made the remarks
while addressing the Fifth Plenary
Session of the 20th Communist Party
of China (CPC) Central Commission
for Discipline Inspection (CCDI) in
January.

Since Xi was elected general secre-
tary of the CPC Central Committee in
2012, an unprecedented campaign has
seen over 80 intra-Party regulations is-
sued or revised, embedding strict, rules-
based governance and transparent power
oversight. In 2025 alone, disciplinary
authorities initiated 1.01 million investi-
gations and imposed penalties on 983,000
individuals. This sustained drive under-
scores the CPC’s commitment to self-
reform, fostering the clean environment
essential for high-quality development.

The CPC, China’s governing party,
has more than 100 million members. Its
highest leading bodies are the five-yearly
CPC National Congress and the Central
Committee it elects. The CCDI, also
elected at the CPC National Congress,
is the Party’s top disciplinary body that
enforces internal rules and leads anti-
corruption efforts.

Five-year plans are comprehensive
blueprints for China’s development, out-
lining goals, strategies and priorities for
each five-year period. As the inaugural
year of the 15th Five-Year Plan, 2026 sets
the tone for the journey ahead.

The recent meeting emphasized
that the fight against corruption remains
grave and complex, demanding a strong
resolve and an unwavering tough stance.
To translate this resolve into action,
the meeting charted a clear course. For
instance, all efforts should center on ap-
plying the new development philosophy
that calls for innovative, coordinated,
green, open and inclusive growth,
thereby securing a smooth launch for the
15th Five-Year Plan. Supervision will be
sharply focused to root out corruption in
key sectors such as finance, energy and
state-owned enterprises. The campaign
will deepen its reach to tackle the mis-
conduct that affects daily life, i.e., the
corruption at people’s very doorsteps.

Moreover, it was emphasized that
leading officials must be under effec-
tive supervision, and power itself must
be locked within more well-conceived
and robust institutional frameworks.
Enforcing strict Party discipline and en-
hancing its self-governance capacity will
keep Chinese modernization on the right
path and ensure the steady progress of
national rejuvenation. BR
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CHINA TRAVEL SURGES

Tourists pose for a photo during a temple fair for children in Tianjin Municipality on January 24. The four-day event
launched on that day featured handicrafts, local snacks and interactive games, drawing families to enjoy festive
traditions ahead of the Spring Festival, which will fall on February 17 this year.

China now offers visa-free entry to citizens of 76 countries and 240-hour visa-free transit to citizens of 55 countries.
Inbound travel surged in 2025, with visa-free entries jumping 49.5 percent year on year to nearly 30.1 million, official
data showed.
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Spring Sparkles

People visit the Yuyuan Garden Lantern Festival at Yuyuan Garden in Shanghai on January 26. The festival, which
opened that same day, is a key cultural highlight in Shanghai during the Spring Festival celebration, China’s
largest annual festival and a time for family reunion. This year, the Spring Festival will fall on February 17.

Extreme Weather
Forecasting

China will accelerate the develop-
ment of a new-type forecasting
system in 2026 to improve its
ability to predict and warn against
extreme weather and climate
events, according to a national
conference on meteorological
work that opened on January 26.
Chen Zhenlin, head of
the China Meteorological
Administration, said the country
will pilot a new imminent warn-
ing system, apply Al to refine
typhoon and heavy rainfall fore-
casts and develop new prediction
products for extreme weather.
Chen also noted that over the
past year, China has effectively

4 BEIJING REVIEW FEBRUARY 5, 2026

responded to extreme weather
disasters by providing early flood
season forecasts and reducing ty-
phoon track prediction errors. The
meteorological authorities have
strengthened coordination with
other government departments
to improve disaster preparedness
and resource management.

In 2026, efforts will also focus
on accelerating the develop-
ment of a new meteorological
service system for agriculture
and conducting a comprehensive
survey and zoning of agricultural
climate resources, Chen added.

Metro Network

Beijing Municipality plans to
further strengthen its position as
the Chinese city with the longest

subway network in 2026, while
prioritizing commuter conve-
nience, the city's mayor Yin
Yong said on January 25, while
delivering a government work
report at the annual session of
the Beijing Municipal People’s
Congress.

Beijing opened three new
metro lines last year, adding 30

km to the city’s subway network.

This brings the Chinese capital’'s
total operational subway mile-
age to 909 km, maintaining its
status as China’s most extensive
urban rail system, the report
noted.

Yin said the city aims to add
more than 40 km of subway
tracks in 2026, and increase the
share of bus-to-rail transfers

VNHNIX

within a 50-meter radius from 91
percent in 2025 to 93 percent.

Xizang Tourism

Xizang Autonomous Region
received over 70.73 million tourist
visits in 2025, a 10.71-percent year-
on-year increase, with inbound
tourists surging 36.5 percent to
437,400, the regional culture and
tourism department announced
on January 24.

The year also saw an enrich-
ment of tourism products in
Xizang. The output value of the
cultural industry rose to 15.01
billion yuan ($2 billion), up 35.29
percent, while total tourism
revenue reached 81.68 billion
yuan ($11.8 billion), growing by 9.51
percent.

This sustained development
is underpinned by continuous
efforts to preserve and utilize
the region’s cultural resources.
In the fourth national census of
cultural relics, Xizang has newly
identified 3346 heritage sites,
ranking among the top regions
nationwide for new discoveries.

Since the launch of a regional
tourism resource survey in 2023,
over 31,000 new tourist resources
have been cataloged across
Xizang. Traditional folk activities
such as the Guozhuang dance,

a traditional Tibetan dance, and
bull-hide boat competitions have
gained popularity, attracting
tourists eager to experience local
culture.

High-Speed Rail
Starting from January 26, the
sacred revolutionary sites of
Zunyi in Guizhou Province and
Yan'an in Shaanxi Province will
be linked by a direct high-speed
rail service.

The adjustment will fill the
gap in high-speed rail services
connecting the southwestern
regions of Sichuan, Guizhou
and Chongging with Yan'an,

http://www.bjreview.com



THIS WEEK

according to China Railway
Chengdu Group Co. Ltd. on
January 22.

The high-speed train ride
from Zunyi to Yan'an will take
just eight hours and 49 minutes,
a big improvement compared
to the original train, which took
more than 16 hours.

On January 25, 2018, the
opening of the Chongging-
Guiyang Railway ushered Zunyi
into the high-speed rail era.
Subsequently, on December 26
last year, a new 299-km high-
speed line connecting Xi'an,
capital of Shaanxi Province, and
Yan’an began operations. With
the launch of the new high-
speed line, China, home to the
world’s largest high-speed rail
network, had expanded its total
operational mileage beyond
50,000 km.

Senior Care
Subsidy

China has launched a nationwide
subsidy program to support
seniors with disabilities who wish
to purchase care services, the
Ministry of Civil Affairs and the
Ministry of Finance announced
on January 22.

Starting from January 1, the
program provides seniors who

have difficulties taking care of
themselves with monthly elec-
tronic vouchers over a 12-month
period, partly offsetting costs for
home-based, community-based
and institutional senior care
services.

The vouchers, worth up to
800 yuan ($114) per person per
month, can be used to cover
a wide range of services such
as bathing, housekeeping and
medical assistance, mobility
support, emergency aid, rehabili-
tation nursing and daytime care.

Record Grain
Output

China recorded another bumper
grain harvest last year, pushing
output to a new high despite
bouts of drought, flooding and
prolonged rainfall in parts of the
country, official data showed on
January 22.

Grain production reached
about 714.9 million tons in 2025,
an increase of 8.4 million tons
from a year earlier, according to
the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs. Output has stayed
above 700 million tons for two
consecutive years.

The achievement was hard-
won, Vice Minister of Agriculture
and Rural Affairs Zhang

L

| aba-licious

Food delivery riders enjoy Laba porridge provided by community
volunteers at a courier station in Huzhou City, Zhejiang Province, on
January 26. The Laba Festival, which is celebrated each year on the eighth
day of the 12th month on the lunisolar calendar, with the custom of
eating Laba porridge, fell on January 26 this year.

Xingwang said at a press confer-
ence on January 22.

Zhang attributed most of the
production increase to autumn
harvests, which accounted for
more than 90 percent of the an-
nual grain output growth.

Output growth was
mostly reported in the three
northeastern Chinese prov-

inces of Heilongjiang, Jilin

and Liaoning, Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region and
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, which together contrib-
uted nearly 70 percent of the
national increase. By crop, com
played a dominant role, with
production making up about 75
percent of total growth.

http://www.bjreview.com
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More Than a Market

A vegetable vendor at Daguan Zhuanxin Farmers’
Market in Kunming, Yunnan Province, on January
27. While preserving the original function of a
traditional farmers’ market, the market has now
been upgraded to a complex of cultural
experience, dining and entertainment, which offers
tourists a window to experience local flavors
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SME Support

As of late 2025, 275,000 tech-
oriented small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) had received
loan support, with the loan access
rate reaching 50.2 percent, up 2
percentage points from a year
earlier, according to data released
by the People’s Bank of China,
the country’s central bank, on
January 27.

Outstanding loans in both
yuan and foreign currencies to tech
SMEs stood at 3.63 trillion yuan
($520 billion) by the end of 2025,
anincrease of 19.8 percent year on
year and 136 percentage points
faster than overall loan growth.

The data also showed more
credit support for hi-tech compa-
nies in 2025, with outstanding loans
to hi-tech firms in both yuan and
foreign currencies rising 7.5 percent
year on year to 1861 trillion yuan
($2.7 rillion), 13 percentage points
higher than the overall loan growth
rate.

Inclusive loans to small and
micro firms grew rapidly last year,
seeing outstanding inclusive small
and micro loans in yuan terms

standing at 3657 trillion yuan ($53
trillion), up T1.1 percent year on year.

Green loans in both yuan and
foreign currencies increased 7.72
trillion yuan ($11 trillion) in 2025,
while outstanding agriculture-
related loans grew 65 percent year
on year to 5357 trillion yuan ($7.7
trillion) by the end of 2025, the data
revealed.

Bamboo Industry

The bamboo industry has achieved
an annual output value of over
520 billion yuan ($74 billion),

with more than 15,000 types

of bamboo products available,
National Forestry and Grassland
Administration data showed on
January 27.

Under the three-year action
plan to accelerate replacing
plastic with bamboo, the Central
Govemment has implemented
supportive policies to foster indus-
trial clustering, according to the
administration.

Currently, China has more
than 10,000 bamboo processing
enterprises, supporting employ-
ment for over 29 million people

along the entire industrial chain.

China has nearly 8 million
hectares of bamboo forests, pro-
ducing 150 million tons of bamboo
annually.

During the 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-30) period, the country aims
to further improve its policy sup-
port to boost the circular economy
and deepen integration of techno-
logical and industrial innovation
to build competitive bamboo
industrial clusters, the administra-
tion noted.

Industrial
Innovation

China saw faster integration of
sci-tech innovation with industrial
innovation in 2025, with strategic
emerging industries expanding
steadily and traditional sectors
accelerating transformation and
upgrading, tax data showed on
January 27.

Sales revenue from hi-tech
industries rose 13.9 percent year
on year last year, according to the
State Taxation Administration. Sales
in hi-tech manufacturing and hi-
tech services increased 101 percent

and 16.6 percent, respectively.

Breakthroughs continued in
key fields. Sales revenue from
lithium-ion battery manufactur-
ing, service robot manufacturing,
industrial robot manufacturing and
biopharmaceutical manufacturing
surged 251 percent, 60.7 percent,
174 percent and 7.7 percent, respec-
tively.

Sales revenue from scientific
research and technical services
climbed 204 percentyear on
year, while sales in patent-intensive
industries increased 10.7 percent,
reflecting stronger application
of scientific and technological
achievements.

Integration between digital
technologies and the real economy
continued to deepen. Core digital
economy industries posted a
9.4-percent year-on-year growth in
revenue, with digital product manu-
facturing and digital technology
application services rising 9.4 per-
cent and 138 percent, respectively.

Meanwhile, traditional indus-
tries stepped up transformation
and upgrading, with automation
emerging as a key focus. Purchases

NUMBERS

Foreign direct investment (FDI) in 2025
(All growth rates are y.o.y., $1=6.97 yuan as of January 29)

FDI in the Chinese mainland in actual use

FDI in the Chinese mainland from

Total Switzerland The United Arab Emirates ~ The United Kingdom
Down
95% ™
747.69binyuan mmmE Up 15.9%
| [ [ ] ] 27.3% ’
] |
Up
66.8%

70,392 new foreign-invested companies

Up

19.1% AN EEEEEN
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of automation equipment by the
petrochemical, steel-making and
iron-making sectors rose 17.3 per-
cent, 117 percent and 127 percent,
respectively.

Foreign Investment

The Ministry of Commerce
(MOFCOM ) has vowed to further
optimize supportive policies for for-
eign investment in 2026, pledging
efforts to provide equal treatment
to foreign-invested enterprises in
domestic consumption promotion
initiatives, government procure-
ment and public bidding processes
5o as to promote foreign firms’
long-term development in the
country.

Wang Ya, an official from the
MOFCOM Department of Foreign
Investment Management, said at
a press conference on January 26
that China will remain unwaver-
ing in expanding high-standard
opening up as it seeks to foster
new strengths in attracting foreign
investment and enhance the Invest
in China brand.

Wang said the ministry will
expand market access and the

opening up of the services sector,
including telecommunications,
healthcare and education. It will
also support foreign-funded
enterprises in the services sector to
expand their value chains.

Efforts will also be made to
strengthen services for foreign
investors by fully implementing
the national treatment for foreign-
funded enterprises, focusing
on their concems, continuously
optimizing services and hosting
roundtable meetings for foreign-
funded enterprises, Wang said.

China will closely align with
international high-standard
economic and trade rules, carmy
out more extensive institutional
opening-up trials and accelerate
the implementation of pilot proj-
ects to expand the opening up of
the services sector, Wang said.

R&D Spending

State-owned enterprises (SOEs) di-
rectly administered by the Central
Govermnment invested 11 trillion
yuan ($157.69 billion) in research
and development (R&D) in 2025,
official data showed on January 28.

R&D spending has remained
above 1 trillion yuan ($143.47
billion) for four consecutive years,
according to Pang Xiaogang,
deputy head of the State-

Owned Assets Supervision and
Administration Commission of the
State Council

In 2025, central SOEs invested
25 trillion yuan ($358.68 billion)
in strategic emerging industries,
accounting for 418 percent of their
total investment. Their investment
and development have boosted
the growth across upstream and
downstream enterprises along
industrial chains, providing strong
support for China’s economic and
social development.

The data also showed that
central SOEs posted a combined
total profit of 25 trillion yuan in
2025. By the end of last year, their
total assets had exceeded 95 trillion
yuan ($13.62 trillion).

Bank Wealth
Management

The outstanding scale of China’s
bank wealth management market
reached 3329 trillion yuan ($4.8

trillion) by the end of 2025, up
115 percent from the beginning of
the year, industry data showed on
January 23.

In 2025, financial institutions
launched 33,400 new wealth man-
agement products, raising 7633
trillion yuan ($11 trillion) to support
high-quality economic and social
development, according to a report
released by the China Banking
Wealth Management Registration
and Depository Center.

As of late last year, 159 banks
and 32 wealth management firms
had 46,300 outstanding products,
representing a 14.89-percent
increase from the start of 2025.

These products channeled
approximately 21 trillion yuan
($3 trillion) into the real economy
through investments in bonds,
non-standardized debt assets and
equity instruments.

The number of investors
holding wealth management
products reached 143 million, up
1437 percent from the beginning of
the year. These products generated
returns of over 730 billion yuan
($105 billion) for investors in 2025.

FDlin

hi-tech sector
241.77 billion yuan

@ =10 billion yuan

CEECELELLE
CEECELELE

CEEEEE:
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manufacturing sector
185.51 billion yuan

=10 billion yuan

(Source: Ministry of Commerce)
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A plenary session of the House of The country signs an oil
Representatives in Tokyo on January 23. During  development agreement valued at over
the session, Speaker Fukushiro Nukaga $20 billion with TotalEnergies
announced the dissolution of the house, of France and the U.S. company
setting the stage for a February 8 lower house  ConocoPhillips during the fourth edition
election to seek a public mandate for the of the Libya Energy & Economic Summit
administration of Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi in Tripoli on January 24

Rolgh ol Sbliad Sagal &bty Jolil Jpasil gy o

The sigeesg ceremony of the First Amesdmi [iatf  Agreamant for the
Rieturn o th AW 3 Coi '
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Rescuers in operation at the site of
an air crash at Baramati Airport in
Pune District, Maharashtra State, on
January 28. Five people were killed in
the crash

http://www.bjreview.com




THIS WEEK

Ol
GREECE

The site of a food factory explosion in
Trikala on January 26. Four bodies were
found, one worker remains missing and
several others were hospitalized

LEBANON

Hezbollah supporters hold
portraits of Iranian supreme leader
Ali Khamenei during a rally in Beirut
on January 26 to voice support for
Iran and denounce U.S. threats

UNITED STATES

Protesters attend a rally against
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) near the
Metropolitan Detention Center in
downtown Los Angeles, California,
on January 25. A Minnesota resident
was fatally shot by ICE agents a
day earlier, the second such deadly
incident reported in recent weeks

http://www.bjreview.com
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THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS
(W] CHARTING THE COURSE FOR INTERSTELLAR AMBITIONS

Zhu Jungiang, a member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), has been ap-
pointed the founding dean of the newly established School of Space Exploration at
the University of Chinese Academy of Sciences. The school was inaugurated in Beijing

O R R EEEESE R s e e om

chEFhiET

on January 27.

Zhu, who also serves as director of the CAS Bureau of Strategic High-Tech
Development, is tasked with a pioneering mission to cultivate the next

Empowered or
Exploited?

Gmw.cn
January 26
Sitting on stage, Zhou Yuan, who styles
herself as the “Chinese godmother of sexual
intelligence,” folds herself into what she
calls an “X-shape,” turning her gaze in one
direction and her torso in another to show her
students how women should look at men.
This episode, taken from one of Zhou’s of-
fline sexual intelligence courses, has recently
gone wildly viral on Chinese social media,
where the X-shape gaze has been endlessly
parodied. Amid mounting controversies, her
social media accounts were banned.

Zhou is not a standalone case. In re-

“The use of force cannot solve
problems. Any acts of military
adventurism will only push the region

into an abyss of unpredictability.”
Fu Cong, China’s Permanent Representative to the UN,

while addressing a Security Council open debate on the
Middle East on January 28

10 BEUING REVIEW FEBRUARY 5, 2026

generation of talent for China’s deep space exploration endeavors at the
country’s first school dedicated to interstellar navigation.

With a career spanning decades in aero-engine research, Zhu has
led breakthroughs in lightweight turbine engine technology. “Within a
decade, we aim to produce first-class research outcomes and evolve into
a globally recognized school,” he said at the inauguration ceremony.

cent years, an online industry of sexual
intelligence coaches has emerged, often
marketed as “women’s empowerment” or
“charm upgrades” while peddling a cruder
message: Women should be engineered
for the male gaze. Look more closely at
the courses and the formula repeats —soft-
pornography, sexual innuendos and cheesy
seduction techniques repackaged as self-
improvement.

Such gurus are partly enabled by social
media algorithms that tend to reward what-
ever grabs attention. Therefore, platforms
should fine-tune their systems to ensure that
borderline content is less readily promoted.
For their part, people should remember that
real charm has less to do with seduction tech-
niques than with independence, confidence
and self-respect.

Adept yet Adrift

China Newsweek

January 19

Over the past two decades, China’s
vocational schools have been given an
image makeover. For years, vocational
education was seen as a fallback—
a last resort for those who stumbled
in the gaokao, the country’s hyper-
competitive national college entrance
examination. Now, many young
people who could have entered under-
graduate programs choose vocational
colleges instead, knowing that the
internships, industry links and clearer

“By clearly defining responsibilities
through administrative regulation, it
provides strong institutional support for
a nationwide reading promotion system

thatis inclusive, equitable and efficient.”
Wu Shulin, Chairman of the Publishers Association of China,

commenting on China’s newly released Regulation on the
Promotion of Nationwide Reading, which took effect on

February1
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job pathways these schools provide
will possibly prove more useful than a
generic bachelor’s degree.

This shift is rooted in a broader turn
in China’s labor market. Employers are
increasingly interested in what candi-
dates can do, not where they studied. In
the Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River
Delta—where manufacturing clusters
and service industries are thick on the
ground—demand for vocational graduates
with job-ready skills is rising sharply.

Yet educators see a more troubling
trend beneath the upbeat headlines.
Compared with 20 years ago, voca-
tional students often seem less curious,
less ambitious—and more adrift.
Cultural prejudice still lingers. Plenty
of parents continue to view vocational
education as second class. And with
a harsher job market, many young
people sense early on that hard work
does not translate to good pay.

The deeper problem, educators ar-
gue, is that vocational colleges are still
disconnected from the world of work
they are meant to prepare students for.
Improving the system is not just about
clearing the prejudices surrounding vo-
cational education—it is about giving
students enough practical experiences
so they acquire the social skills needed
to navigate the real world.

“The research tells us that during major
emerging infectious disease outbreaks,

Riders as Regulators

Workers’ Daily
January 27
For years, China’s delivery platforms have
been plagued by ghost kitchens —restaurants
that exist only online. Often operating un-
der borrowed licenses and stock storefront
photos, these stores have been frequently
exposed for their scant regard for cleanli-
ness and food safety. Yet the nature of these
kitchens—often hidden from public view—
makes oversight extremely hard.
Zhengzhou, Henan Province, is
experimenting with a novel fix for this
long-running problem. Local authorities
have recently launched a reporting plat-
form that encourages delivery riders to

flag suspicious outlets. Riders are well-
placed to do so. They shuttle in and out
of restaurants, see kitchens up close and
cover far more ground than officials nor-
mally do. The goal is deterrence as much
as exposure. This approach offers the
authorities a rare bargain: stronger super-
vision without hiring more officials.

What Zhengzhou is doing is part of a
wider trend where riders are increasingly
integrated into urban management. In
some cities, they are encouraged to report
safety hazards such as blocked fire exits
and broken manhole covers, or assist
elderly residents and people with disabili-
ties. The same networks that deliver food
are now being repurposed to help keep
cities running.

0 A STRATEGIC RETURN TO RESHAPE CHINESE SOCCER

Chris Van Puyvelde, former Technical Director of the Belgian and Moroccan football
associations, has returned to his previous role as technical director of the Chinese Football

Association (CFA).

Van Puyvelde, who held the position from late 2018 to June 2022, is back with a man-
date to focus on key strategic areas. These include designing the technical development
roadmap for Chinese soccer, enhancing the tactical level of national teams, restructuring the
youth training system and improving the coach education framework.

During his first tenure, Van Puyvelde played a crucial role in the CFA

certificate.

achieving an Asian Football Confederation Coaching Convention pro-level

His return, coinciding with recent positive performances such as the
U23 (under 23) team’s advancement to the Asian Cup final, brings renewed
focus and international expertise to China’s long-term soccer development.

“With this ‘smart brain,
we can accurately predict ground

settlement and the machin€’s
posture, helping avoid risks like
surface collapse.”

Zhang Chao, a member of the research team
from Hunan University that developed an intelligent
operating system for tunnel boring machines, in an

interview with Xinhua

real-time genomic surveillance and
evolutionary analysis of the pathogen
arecrucial.”

Qian Jun, a professor from Sun Yat-sen University, inan

interview with Xinhua News Agency about the discovery

of a crucial mutation in the Ebola virus that significantly
enhanced its infectivity during a major outbreak
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Members of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Jiangmen Village Branch in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region prepare to help
villagers sell their produce online in October 2023
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