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A growing wave of urban professionals, 
college graduates and migrant workers 
are returning to their hometowns in rural 
China to start businesses. By early 2025, 
over 12 million people had returned to the 
countryside to launch ventures, according 
to official statistics.

This “returning-home entrepreneur-
ship” movement is a key part of China’s 
rural revitalization strategy. Since 2015, 
the Central Government has issued multi-
ple policy guidelines to support this trend. 
Starting in 2016, national pilot programs 
were rolled out in 341 counties, help-
ing returnees establish local businesses. 
Over the past decade, this influx of talent 
and energy has visibly transformed rural 
areas—a shift reflected in the surge of 
livestreams showcasing local farming, 
livestock and tourism.

In the process of modernization, mass 
migration to cities has left many rural 
areas depleted and aging—a challenge 
faced by nations worldwide. As China 
continues its modernization, the question 
emerges: Who will farm the land and 
revitalize the countryside? The growing 
trend of returning home to start businesses 
is emerging as China’s answer.

The Chinese Government is pursuing 
a two-pronged strategy to bolster rural 
talent. It is enhancing farmers’ technical 
skills and expanding programs like the 
Rural Craftspeople Training Program to 

build a strong, local professional base. 
Simultaneously, it focuses on attract-
ing external talent to meet urgent rural 
development needs by improving the en-
trepreneurial environment and launching 
targeted service projects.

In recent years, upgraded transporta-
tion and living conditions have amplified 
the countryside’s intrinsic appeal. The 
good ecology, slower pace of life and 
lower costs are now unique advantages 
actively drawing a new generation back 
to their hometowns. Returning home to 
launch new businesses is a powerful en-
gine for rural revitalization. Leveraging 
market mechanisms and fostering techno-
logical innovation can spur growth in the 
rural economy and help rebalance urban-
rural resource distribution.

These entrepreneurial ventures typi-
cally center on local specialties, from 
agricultural processing and eco-tourism 
to traditional handicrafts, cuisine and 
folk culture. This focus creates a vir-
tuous cycle: It generates local jobs, 
boosts economic growth and increases 
tax revenue, which in turn funds better 
infrastructure.

Returning entrepreneurs do more than 
drive the economy. They help protect 
rural intangible cultural heritage, preserve 
fading elements of agricultural civilization 
and, ultimately, strengthen local cultural 
identity and pride. BR 
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THIS WEEK

CHASING GOLD  
IN THE COLD

China’s largest ever Winter Olympic delegation enters the Predazzo Ski Jumping Stadium during the opening ceremony 
of the Milano Cortina 2026 Olympic Winter Games in Predazzo, Italy, on February 6 local time. China sent 126 athletes 
to compete in 91 events across 15 disciplines at this year’s games, including nine athletes who won gold medals at the 
Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics.
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tionwide implementation to ensure 
all insured individuals receive pay-
ments directly.

Following recent regional 
adjustments, including those in 
Guizhou, Guangxi and Xinjiang, full 
implementation of the policy has 
now been achieved.

Thanks to streamlined proce-
dures and reduced documentation 
requirements, new mothers can 
now receive the money within just 
10 working days after submitting an 
application online.

Official data show that in 2024, 
insured women in China received 
an average maternity allowance of 
28,300 yuan ($4,067).

Telecom Scam 
Crackdown 
China will step up its tough crack-
down on telecom and online fraud, 
a senior security official said on 
February 5.

Addressing a national tele-
conference, State Councilor Wang 
Xiaohong said the authorities will 

crease year on year, an official told 
a press conference on February 5.

The number of new business 
registrations in China reached near-
ly 25.75 million in 2025, according 
to Deng Zhiyong, deputy head of 
the State Administration for Market 
Regulation (SAMR) and head 
of the National Standardization 
Administration.

He also noted that the overall 
safety situation in the market super-
vision sector remains stable.

The SAMR received a total of 
26.46 million consumer complaints 
and reports in 2025, helping con-
sumers recover 4.35 billion yuan 
($625 million) in economic losses.

In 2025, some 8.24 million 
consumer goods were recalled, and 
3,683 tons of infringing, counterfeit 
and substandard products were 
destroyed.

In recent years, continuous ef-
forts have been made to strengthen 
supervision of food, pharmaceuti-
cals, industrial products and special 
equipment, with a focus on prevent-
ing and mitigating risks, Deng said.

Last year, the national drug 
sampling qualification rate 
remained above 99 percent. In na-
tional supervision and spot checks 
on industrial product quality, the 
unqualified rate for 16 product 
categories declined by over 10 
percentage points, Deng added. 

Natural Heritage 
Sites
China’s natural world heritage sites, 
along with its mixed cultural and 
natural world heritage sites, are in 
sound conservation condition, with 
no cases of serious human-induced 
damage or any threats to their 
outstanding universal value, ac-
cording to a report released by the 
National Forestry and Grassland 
Administration on February 6.

The report, which reviews the 
conservation and development 
of China’s world natural heritage 
from 1985 to 2025, is the country’s 

continue launching successive 
waves of crackdowns, “leaving 
no breathing room for telecom 
fraudsters.”

Wang, who is also a member of 
the Secretariat of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee, 
underscored the need for a com-
prehensive approach, calling for 
close monitoring of fraud-related 
individuals, phone cards, networks 
and channels to ensure effective 
law enforcement.

He also stressed the impor-
tance of prevention, with targeted 
early warnings, stronger techno-
logical safeguards, and broader 
public awareness efforts to build a 
robust protection network.

Wang urged deeper law en-
forcement cooperation to squeeze 
the operating space of telecom 
fraud, adding that China would 
contribute its solutions to tackling 
this global problem. 

Market Supervision
China issued 4,929 national 
standards in 2025, a 56-percent in-
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A Good Beginning
A woman tends to a peach tree in Dehou Town in Wenshan City, Yunnan Province, on February 4. This year, 
Lichun, the first of the 24 solar terms on the Chinese lunisolar calendar, fell on that day. Traditionally, Lichun, or 
the Beginning of Spring, is the symbolic start of farming work each year.

Maternity  
Allowance
The National Healthcare Security 
Administration said on February 6 
that China has completed the na-
tionwide rollout of direct maternity 
benefit payments, as part of the 
country’s broader efforts to foster a 
more birth-friendly society.

The maternity allowance, 
disbursed through the country’s 
maternity insurance fund, aims to 
help working mothers cover basic 
living expenses during maternity 
leave. The financial support not 
only ensures income stability but 
also allows them to focus on caring 
for their infants, easing the financial 
burdens on families.

The funds were previously 
channeled through employers, but 
are now paid directly into mothers’ 
personal accounts.

The direct disbursement was 
first rolled out in some provincial-
level regions. At a national 
conference held in December 
2025, authorities called for its na-
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first comprehensive and systematic 
assessment of its natural heritage 
assets, the administration said at a 
press conference.

China now boasts 15 world 
natural heritage sites and four 
mixed cultural and natural heritage 
sites, ranking first in terms of the 
total number, according to admin-
istration official Yuan Jiming.

Last year was the 40th an-
niversary of China’s accession to 
the Convention Concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural 
and Natural Heritage. Since joining 
the convention, China has consis-
tently strengthened the systematic 
and holistic conservation of its 
natural heritage, and developed a 
distinctive approach to conserva-
tion and management, contributing 
the country’s experience to global 
natural heritage protection. 

New Airport  
Terminal
Terminal 3 of Sanya Phoenix 
International Airport in the 
tropical resort city of Sanya, 
Hainan Province, officially went 
into operation on February 6, in 
time to provide support during the 
ongoing Spring Festival travel rush, 
running from February 2 to March 
13.

With the new facility, the total 
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Medical Robots  
A staff member uses an automatic intelligent intravenous drug  
compounding robot system at the Tongzhou branch of Beijing Anzhen 
Hospital in Beijing on February 3. The hospital currently has 25 types of 
medical robots undergoing clinical trials. 

terminal area of the airport has 
expanded to 228,000 square 
meters, while its annual passenger 
throughput is expected to reach 
30 million, according to airport 
authorities.

The new terminal opening is a 
key step in the airport’s expansion 
and the upgrade of its operational 
mode, the authorities said.

Trial operations of the new ter-
minal began on February 1. Sanya 
Phoenix International Airport is a 
key transport hub for the Hainan 
Free Trade Port.

Artificial Sun
Shanghai-based fusion startup 
Energy Singularity announced 
that its HH70 high-temperature 
superconducting (HTS) tokamak 
has passed a global milestone for 
commercially built nuclear fusion 
devices—sustaining a steady-state, 
long-pulse plasma current for 1,337 
seconds.

Nuclear fusion, which simulates 
the sun’s thermonuclear reaction 
and is commonly known as an 
“artificial sun,” is considered by 
experts as the ultimate solution 
to humanity’s energy and carbon 
emission challenges.

Founded in 2021 as China’s first 
private fusion energy company, 
Energy Singularity completed and 
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Horse-Themed 
Tourism 
A girl dismounts from a pony at a riding school 
located within a cultural and creative base in 
Xiapu County, Fujian Province, on February 7. 
Horse-themed tourism has surged recently in 
Xiapu as the Chinese Year of the Horse, which 
starts on  February 17, approaches. 

commissioned the world’s first HTS 
tokamak, the HH70, in June 2024. 
The device has conducted 5,755 
experiments, with the latest round 
achieving the thousand-second-
level pulse.

According to the company, this 
milestone was made possible by 
continuous optimization of its AI-
based plasma control system.

“This breakthrough is not 
merely about time, but more 

importantly, demonstrates that 
the deep integration of HTS and AI 
control technologies has reached 
engineering feasibility, paving the 
way for the low-cost, high-efficiency 
construction of future fusion power 
plants,” Dong Ge, co-founder of 
Energy Singularity, said.

“Our goal is to reduce the lev-
elized cost of electricity from fusion 
power to that of thermal power, or 
even lower,” Dong added.
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Forex Reserves
China’s foreign exchange (forex) 
reserves totaled more than $3.39 
trillion by the end of January, an 
increase of $41.2 billion, or 1.23 
percent, from late last December, 
according to official data released 
on February 6.

The State Administration of 
Foreign Exchange noted that the 
U.S. dollar index, a measure of its 
value relative to a basket of foreign 
currencies, had declined in January, 
while prices of major global finan-
cial assets had gone up overall, 
influenced by fiscal and monetary 
policies, as well as market expecta-
tions in major economies.

The combined effects of 
exchange rate conversion and 
changes in asset prices contributed 
to the increase in China’s forex 
reserves in January, the adminis-
tration said.

China’s economy continued 
to register steady and improving 
performance, with development 
resilience further strengthen-
ing, providing solid support for 
maintaining a stable scale of forex 
reserves, it added.

Rural Online Retail 
Sales
Rural online retail sales across 
China reached a record 3 trillion 
yuan ($431 billion) in 2025, a 
year-on-year increase of 6.7 
percent, data from the Ministry of 
Commerce showed on February 5.

During the same period, 
online retail sales of agricultural 
products totaled 783.31 billion 
yuan ($113 billion), up 9.9 percent 
year on year.

In 2025, trade-in programs for 
home appliances, along with pur-
chase subsidies for items such as 
mobile phones, generated sales of 
48.23 million units in county-level 
areas, and sales revenue reached 
158.6 billion yuan ($22.9 billion).

Rural e-commerce expanded 
rapidly, with leading e-commerce 
platforms holding more than 4 
million livestreaming events to 
promote agricultural products, 
driving orders for local specialty 
goods past 10 billion in 2025.

The rural logistics network 
became more robust, as support 
was provided throughout 2025 for 

the construction of 348 county-
level logistics distribution centers 
and 562 township-level express 
and logistics service sites, the 
ministry said, adding that county-
level logistics distribution centers 
have now achieved full coverage 
nationwide.

Machinery Industry
The machinery industry posted 
steady performance in 2025 as 
both sales and profits increased, 
the China Machinery Industry 
Federation (CMIF) said on 
February 5.

The added value of major ma-
chinery enterprises rose 8.2 percent 
year on year last year, the CMIF said. 
The increase outpaced the overall 
industrial sector by 2.3 percentage 
points and the manufacturing sector 
by 1.8 percentage points.

Among the 122 categories of 
key machinery products monitored 
by the federation, 85 recorded 
output growth, 13 more than a year 
earlier. In particular, industrial robot 
output hit a record high, rising 28 
percent year on year.

In 2025, major machinery 

companies posted a total operat-
ing revenue of 33.2 trillion yuan 
($4.8 trillion), up 6 percent year on 
year, the CMIF said. Total profits 
came in at 1.7 trillion yuan ($245 
billion), an increase of 5.9 percent.

Internet User Base
China had 1.125 billion Internet 
users as of late 2025, with the 
penetration rate climbing to 80.1 
percent, according to an official 
industry report.

The report, released by the 
China Internet Network Information 
Center on February 5, underscored 
broader adoption of generative AI 
technology across the country’s 
consumer and industrial sectors, 
with the user number reaching 602 
million.

China’s Internet sector had 
achieved “important progress” dur-
ing the 2021-25 period, achieving 
expanded coverage, deeper appli-
cation and improved technological 
innovation, according to the report.

Gold Output
China’s gold production edged up 
in 2025, while overall consump-
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down 1.5%

China’s Service Outsourcing Industry in 2025
 (All growth rates are y.o.y.; $1=6.95 yuan as of February 9)

Service outsourcing contracts inked by firms in China

Total value

1.549 tln yuan
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tion declined, amid a shift from 
jewelry toward investment prod-
ucts, data from the China Gold 
Association showed on February 5.

The country produced 381.339 
tons of gold last year, up 1.09 
percent year on year, while output 
from imported raw materials rose 
8.81 percent to 170.681 tons.

The association said several 
exploration, development and 
technology projects had achieved 
phased breakthroughs in 2025.

On the consumption side, 
annual gold demand reached 
950.096 tons, declining 3.57 
percent year on year. The 
composition shifted, however, 
as plummeting jewelry demand 
coincided with a jump in bar and 
coin purchases. Consequently, 
investment gold consumption 
exceeded jewelry consumption for 
the first time on record in China.

Trading activity related to 
gold surged across domestic mar-
kets, with total gold turnover rising 
strongly on both the Shanghai 
Gold Exchange and the Shanghai 
Futures Exchange, reflecting 
heightened participation within a 

context of elevated prices.
Higher prices also drove ro-

bust inflows into gold exchange-
traded funds (ETF), which 
added 133.118 tons during the year, 
surging 149.91 percent from the 
volume recorded in 2024 and lift-
ing total ETF holdings to 247.852 
tons by the end of last December, 
according to the data. 

Trade Growth
Trade between China and other 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) economies during the 2021-
25 period totaled 125.49 trillion 
yuan ($18 trillion), up 39.4 percent 
from the previous five years, ac-
cording to official data released on 
February 4.

The figure for 2025 alone 
came in at 26.29 trillion yuan ($3.8 
trillion), accounting for nearly 60 
percent of China’s total foreign 
trade that year, according to the 
first plenary meeting of the 2026 
APEC Sub-Committee on Customs 
Procedures (SCCP) held in 
Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong 
Province.

Zhao Zenglian, deputy head 

of the General Administration of 
Customs of China (GACC), high-
lighted the Asia-Pacific region’s role 
as the world’s growth engine, not-
ing that its total economic volume 
now represents over 60 percent of 
the global economy.

As the 2026 SCCP chair, the 
GACC has proposed three initiatives: 
deepening cooperation under the 
smart customs partnership, enhanc-
ing supply-chain resilience and 
accelerating digital transformation.

Automobile Data 
Transfers
China has released the 2026 edi-
tion of the security guide on the 
cross-border transfer of automobile 
data, aiming to build an efficient, 
convenient and secure mechanism 
for such flows and further facilitate 
automobile data exports.

The guide, jointly issued by 
eight government departments 
including the Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology 
(MIIT), is structured in four parts, 
covering general provisions, rules 
for identifying important data in 
typical auto-industry scenarios, the 

data export process and security 
protection requirements.

For the identification of impor-
tant data, the guide refines rules 
across several scenarios, including 
research and development, manu-
facturing, driving automation and 
software upgrades.

An MIIT official said the guide 
aims to implement requirements 
on management of cross-border 
date transfer as stipulated in 
Chinese laws and regulations 
concerning data security, personal 
information protection, security 
of network data and security of 
automobile data, improve the 
convenience of data exports for 
the auto sector, and promote 
positive interplay between high-
quality development and high-
level security.

The guide follows the 
principles of the China-proposed 
Global Cross-Border Data Flow 
Cooperation Initiative and takes 
the automobile industry as a pilot 
field, offering a China solution for 
the secure management of cross-
border automobile data transfers, 
the official said.
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With the European Union

With the United States

With Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Offshore service outsourcing executed contract value  

As of late December 2025,
17.6555 mln employees had joined China’s 
service outsourcing industry

Up 7.9%

Of foreign-funded enterprises

494.23  
bln yuan

Offshore service outsourcing executed contract value

 (Source: Ministry of Commerce)

232.37 
bln yuan   

201.98  
 bln yuan   

149.96
bln yuan
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UNITED STATES 
The scene of a freight train derailment in the town 
of Mansfield, Connecticut on February 5. Several 
cars of the train, which was carrying hazardous 

materials, overturned into a river

DENMARK 
Officials raise a Canadian flag during 
the opening ceremony of Canada’s 

new consulate in Nuuk, the capital of 
Greenland, on February 6. On that day, 

France and Canada each opened a 
consulate in the city

ITALY 
The Olympic rings at the opening 
ceremony of the Milano Cortina 

2026 Olympic Winter Games at the 
San Siro Olympic Stadium in Milan 

on February 6 
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SUDAN 
Passengers disembark from a Sudan Airways plane at 
Khartoum International Airport on February 1. It was 
the first commercial passenger flight the airport had 
received in nearly three years, following the outbreak 

of civil war in 2023

FRANCE 
Year of the Horse commemorative 
stamps, held by their designer Chen 
Jianghong during a launch ceremony 

in Paris on February 6

PAKISTAN 
An ambulance heads to a hospital 
from the scene of an explosion in a 
mosque in Islamabad on February 

6. The blast killed at least 31 people 
and injured about 170 others
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“Rural revitalization isn’t just about 
material progress—it’s  
about uplifting spirits.” 

Losang Tenzin, Mayor of Marri Town in Lhorong 
County, Xizang Autonomous Region, in an interview with 

Xinhua News Agency about the annual New Year Cup 
soccer tournament, a local grassroots sporting event, 

which took place in this plateau town 3,700 meters 
above sea level in late January  

“China possesses a globally leading, 
complete agricultural industry chain and 
strong manufacturing capabilities. Its 

focus on modernization,  
green transformation and  

technological innovation is highly aligned 
with our core business.”

Guan Huili, President of Cargill China, the China division of 
the U.S. agribusiness leader, speaking about the company’s 
plans to ramp up its deployment of digital technologies in 

China in an interview with Xinhua News Agency

Educators With  
Experience
China Newsweek
January 26 
In recent years, a host of entrepreneur-
led business management courses have 
sprung up outside China’s conventional 
master of business administration system. 
The trend is part of a broader shift in the 
country’s management education land-
scape, as more private business owners, 
facing dire operational challenges, turn 
to those with hands-on experience for 
help. Instead of abstract theories, these 

PODIUM FINISH FOR SNOWBOARDER
Chinese snowboarding prodigy Su Yiming, who won a historic gold medal at the Beijing 
2022 Winter Olympics, has secured another podium finish at the Milano Cortina 2026 
Olympic Winter Games.

Four years after becoming China’s first Olympic snowboard champion at the age of 17, 
Su faced a transformed competitive landscape. “The difficulty level in the sport has evolved 
tremendously,” Su observed before competing.

In the final on February 8, Su delivered three consistent high-difficulty 
runs against the strong competition. His performance earned him the bronze 
medal, the Chinese delegation’s first podium finish at Milano Cortina 2026 
and making him China’s only male snowboarder to reach the big air final at 
two consecutive Winter Olympics.

“Today, I held nothing back and showed my true ability. I have no re-
grets,” Su said after competing.



Mapping the Markets
Ce.cn
February 5
Nanning, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, has recently launched a digital 
map covering 207 local food markets and 
14,487 market stalls. With a quick scan of 
a QR code, residents can see which market 
is nearby, what vendors are there and when 
each market is open.

For shoppers, it turns the hunt for 
groceries or street snacks from a game 
of chance into a targeted search. They 
can choose a market that fits their needs, 
rather than relying on a lucky encounter. 

Vendors benefit too. By showing who 
sells what and where, the map helps them 
decide where to set up, thereby reducing 
the over-clustering of similar goods and 
the price wars that often follow. Officials, 
meanwhile, gain a dashboard view of stall 
occupancy and foot traffic, which allows 
them to adjust patrols and waste collection 
accordingly.

But digitization is only a starting point. 
The broader goal is to build an integrated 
system that streamlines stall applications 
and collect customer feedback. The ul-
timate focus is to preserve the vitality of 
street life while imposing just enough order 
to make it sustainable. 
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“Inbound visitors to Shanghai are 
increasingly younger, and their  
experiential consumption has  

grown strongly.”
Zhou Weihong, Deputy General Manager of 

Shanghai-based Spring Tour, in an interview with 
Xinhua about the city’s efforts to boost consumption 

by international tourists

“With the sustained development of the 
rural economy, the continuous increase in 

residents’ income and the evolution of  
consumption concepts, the demand 
among rural residents for a variety  

of products and services will continue  
to expand.”

Tu Shengwei, a researcher at the Chinese Academy of 
Macroeconomic Research, in an interview with Xinhua about 

driving the economy by increasing rural incomes

programs offer proven business method-
ologies, provide practical solutions to real-
world challenges and focus on fostering 
entrepreneurial communities for resource 
sharing and mutual support. 

One such program is the Shuangtong 
Business School, created in 2021 by Lou 
Zhongping, the founder of Soton Daily 
Necessities. Soton has grown from a small 
startup in Yiwu, Zhejiang Province, in 
1994 to the world’s largest maker of plas-
tic straws. 

A similar story has played out in 
Xuchang, Henan Province, where 
Pangdonglai, a retail store chain founded 
in 1995 by Yu Donglai, is headquartered. 
In 2022, Yu partnered with Linkshop.
com, an e-commerce platform, to launch 
a series of training programs offering both 
one-on-one mentorship and small-group 
classes for private entrepreneurs. 

A common thread in these entrepre-
neur-led courses is how to treat employees. 
Pangdonglai advocates putting staff happi-
ness at the center of business, while Soton 
encourages internal entrepreneurship and 
also provides support for housing, meals 
and education for employees and their 
families. Behind these success stories 
lies a deeper rethinking of what it takes 
to build resilient businesses in uncertain 
times—one that begins not with profit 
margins, but with people. 

ACTOR ANCHORS BLOCKBUSTER FRANCHISE
Shen Teng, one of China’s most bankable comedic actors, reprised his iconic role in the 
Chinese New Year release Pegasus 3 on February 17. He has starred in films amassing a 
total revenue exceeding 35 billion yuan ($5 billion).

The racing-themed franchise has cumulatively grossed over 5 billion yuan ($720 mil-
lion) at the box office by blending high-octane motor racing with heartfelt comedy.

In Pegasus 3, Shen’s character, former racing champion Zhang Chi, navigates a new 
chapter as he balances a corporate reemployment with his passion for the track. The story-

line escalates from domestic races to an intercontinental rally.
Since 2012, the comedian has risen from the theatrical stage to national 

fame through his more than 10 performances in the annual China Media 
Group Spring Festival Gala, a widely watched variety show broadcast on 
the eve of the Chinese New Year, which falls on February 17 this year. 



Minors in Micro-Dramas 
People’s Daily 
February 6
China is pushing back against inappropriate 
child-focused micro-dramas after a wave 
of provocative plots—from “an 11-year-
old bride” to “kid CEOs”—sparked a 
storm of public backlash. In a recent no-
tice, the National Radio and Television 
Administration barred storylines that cast mi-
nors in alpha-male boss roles, depict school 
bullying or otherwise thrust children into 
adult-coded, harmful scenarios.

The boom in children-themed micro 
series has clear commercial drivers. Viewers 
tend to be more forgiving of child perfor-
mances, which lowers the bar for content 

production and allows producers to keep 
budgets lean. 

However profitable these series may be, 
the bottom line is safeguarding minors’ rights. 
Under pressure to cut costs, some crews 
jeopardize child actors’ health and safety with 
punishing shooting schedules and inadequate 
safeguards in risky scenes. Worse still, some 
productions dream up plots that cross the 
legal and ethical red lines meant to protect 
children.

Experts argue that safeguarding chil-
dren’s rights requires the efforts of all 
parties involved. Parents should think twice 
before signing minors up for inappropri-
ate projects. Regulators should spell out 
clearer rules for the recruitment and use of 
child actors.
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SEEDS OF 
CHANGE

Young Chinese are revitalizing their hometowns 
through crafts By Yuan Yuan

A video shot eight 
years ago planted 
a  s e e d  i n  H a o 
Xuekun’s mind—
returning home 

to start a business. His hometown, 
Luzhuang Village in Liaocheng City 
of Shandong Province, is known 
for its abundant production of bottle 
gourds, a type of gourd that is either 
eaten while young or left to dry and 
made into ornaments, utensils or mu-
sical instruments. Luzhuang’s gourd 
production accounts for over 50 per-
cent of the national total in both output 
and sales.

During the National Day holiday 
in October 2018, the then 19-year-old 
college student uploaded a short video 
documenting the village’s gourd fair 
online. The clip showed row upon 
row of gourd shops, bustling traders 
coming and going, and a variety of 
distinctive gourd types on display.

This casually posted video gar-
nered over 200,000 views within 24 
hours. Many viewers left comments 
asking about the prices of different 
gourd varieties. That single video 
directly facilitated more than a dozen 
online transactions and gave Hao a 
real sense of the market demand for 
the gourd.

The Chinese name for gourd, 
pronounced as hulu, sounds simi-

lar to “good fortune and prosperity,” making the 
good-looking vegetable a traditional favorite among 
Chinese consumers. Seeing this market potential, 
Hao made the decision to return to his hometown 
after graduating in 2021 to throw himself into the 
gourd industry. 

He began growing gourd while using short videos 
to record their growth and share his farming experi-
ences. By that time, his social media account had 
already attracted 120,000 followers, laying a solid 
foundation for his entrepreneurial journey.

Gourd artisans
Hao turned a room of his house into a livestreaming 

studio, filled with assorted specialty 
gourd for his online broadcasts. 
Now, Hao has become a “gourd 
influencer,” active across multiple 
platforms, with over 300,000 follow-
ers on social media and an annual 
livestreaming income of nearly 1 
million yuan ($140,000). He not 
only sells Luzhuang gourd across the 
country but also uses the Internet to 
introduce the gourd culture to a wider 
audience. 

He is among the more than 30 
young people in the village who have 
returned home to start businesses. He 
believes that the future of the gourd 
industry lies in personalized process-
ing and design, with young returnees 
injecting new vitality, particularly 
through innovative design, into this 
traditional trade.

Before coming to Luzhuang, Mo 
Junling worked as an architectural 
designer. After marrying a villager 
from Luzhuang, she gained deeper 
exposure to the village’s rich gourd 
culture. Leveraging her professional 
design background, she blends mod-
ern aesthetic concepts with traditional 
gourd craftsmanship to create distinc-
tive cultural and creative products. 
Recognizing the market potential in 
gourd processing, she chose to start 
her business here, hoping to use her 
expertise in art and design to explore 
a new path in gourd craftsmanship.

She uses high-quality dried gourd 
as her raw materials. During creation, 
she first sketches the design on the 
gourd with pencil, then carves meticu-
lously along the lines with knife, and 
finally applies acrylic paints for artistic 
coloring. She particularly emphasizes 
that every piece is entirely handmade, 
from pattern design and text layout 
to the finished carving. This unique 
paint-carving technique gives her 
works clearly layered lines, delicate 
and smooth strokes, and expressive 
imagery.

“Currently, private custom or-
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A hometown-returning college graduate shows a  
gourd at her store in Luzhuang Village,  
Liaocheng, Shandong Province, on October 31, 2025 


