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Ambassador Kie Feng Took an Exclusive Interview
hy Newsweek on U.S. President Donald Trump’s
Visit to China and China-U.S. Relations
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On May 5, 2026, Chinese Ambassador to the United States
Xie Feng gave an exclusive interview to Senior Foreign Policy
Writer Tom O’Connor from Newsweek on U.S. President
Donald Trump’s visit to China and China-U.S. relations, during
which Ambassador Xie answered questions on the upcoming
summit in Beijing between the two heads of state, the Taiwan
question, the Iran issue, China’s domestic and foreign policies
and the 15th Five-Year Plan, China-U.S. trade, the fentanyl is-
sue, management of competition between China and the U.S.,
artificial intelligence, the “Becoming Chinese” and “China-
maxxing” trends and China-U.S. people-to-people exchanges,
and others. The full transcript was published on the Newsweek
website on May 12, and reads as follows:

Tom O’Connor: How are the interactions between the
leaders as President Trump often praises President Xi? As
President Trump plans to visit China from May 13 to 15,
what expectations does China have for the upcoming sum-
mit in Beijing?

Ambassador Xie: Interactions between the heads of state
provide irreplaceable strategic guidance for China-U.S. rela-
tions. President Xi Jinping and President Donald Trump respect
each other, and have maintained close communication. Since
last year, the two leaders have spoken on the phone five times
and exchanged multiple letters, and held a successful summit
in Busan, the Republic of Korea, recalibrating the course of the
China-U.S. relationship and steering it toward overall stability.
President Trump has expressed his wish to revisit China on mul-
tiple occasions. President Xi welcomed this and invited him to
visit China again. The two sides are stepping up the preparations.

In an increasingly turbulent world, the strategic value of
China-U.S. relations becomes more prominent. A stable and
constructive China-U.S. relationship not only serves the funda-
mental interests of both our peoples, but also meets the shared
expectation of the international community. It is our hope that
with the joint efforts of both sides, the upcoming summit in Bei-
jing will be a successful one, which will chart the right course
for the future development of China-U.S. relations, and pave
the way for making the list of dialogue and cooperation longer
and advancing the positive agenda, while shortening the list of
problems and properly managing differences, so that we can not
only promote the steady, sound, and sustainable development
of bilateral relations this year, but also explore a right way for
China and the U.S. to get along in the new era based on mutual
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respect, peaceful coexistence, and win-win cooperation.

Tom O’Connor: Has China, as some alleged, benefited
from the war in Iran, or supported Iran militarily? What
role has China played in the war so far?

Ambassador Xie: For people of all countries, peace is
paramount, life is most precious, and stability is most needed.
China always follows an independent foreign policy of peace,
and opposes the arbitrary use of force in international relations.

From the first day of the fighting, China has steadfastly
stood on the side of peace, and has been committed to promot-
ing talks for peace and the cessation of hostilities. President
Xi Jinping made four propositions, calling on all parties to stay
committed to the principles of peaceful coexistence, national
sovereignty and international rule of law, as well as a balanced
approach to development and security. This is China’s solu-
tion to resolving the crisis in the Middle East. Foreign Minister
Wang Yi and Foreign Minister of Pakistan jointly put forward
a five-point initiative, facilitating negotiations between the U.S.
and Iran. China’s just, responsible, and constructive role has
been widely acclaimed by the international community.

Unfortunately, some individuals seem to feel the world is
not chaotic enough, and have spread rumors that “China has
benefited from the conflict” and that “China is supporting Iran
militarily”. Their aim is to smear China, incite confrontation
between China and the U.S., and sabotage bilateral high-level
interactions. All of this is fake news driven by ulterior motives.
We hope that people with discernment around the world will
see through these lies and avoid being misled by them, let alone
circulating them.

For China and the rest of the world alike, the blockade of
the Strait of Holmuz, the disruption of the international energy
market, and the shocks to global industrial and supply chains
are a disaster. This is a war that should not have happened, and
should be immediately stopped. China hopes the U.S. and Iran
will maintain the momentum of negotiation, and we support all
efforts that help to bring the fighting to an end and restore peace
and stability at an early date. We will continue making unremit-
ting efforts for peace.

Tom O’Connor: Foreign leaders, including those of
Western countries, have been visiting China. Are there
potential opportunities for China to capitalize on possible
setbacks for US soft power influence abroad?

Ambassador Xie: As a Chinese proverb goes, ‘“Peaches
and plums do not talk, yet a path is formed beneath them.”
China’s domestic and foreign policies are consistent, and we al-
ways do the right thing. At home, we are committed to pursuing
Chinese modernization on all fronts, focusing on managing our
own affairs well, and becoming a better version of ourselves,
so that our people can lead a better life. Internationally, we are
committed to forging a community with a shared future for hu-
manity, and joining hands with all countries to follow the path
of peaceful development, implement the four global initiatives
on development, security, civilization, and governance, and
advance the development and progress of human society. As
a result, a growing number of countries are seeing China as a
cornerstone of certainty, a harbor of stability, and a friend worth
having. That is why China’s “‘community of friends” keeps ex-
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panding.

In March, the annual “two sessions” of China adopted the
15th Five-Year Plan, which has not only outlined a roadmap
for advancing Chinese modernization in the next five years, but
also brought rare and major benefits to the world. China has
contributed over 30% to global economic growth annually for
years. In the next five years, a China that continues to pursue
high-quality development and high-standard opening-up will
inject steady momentum into the global economy, and provide
valuable development opportunities to all.

The Plan will also open up vast room for mutually ben-
eficial cooperation between China and the U.S. China has a
steadily growing market, a sound ecosystem of innovation, and
an enabling business environment. In the next five years, China
will further expand opening-up trials for value-added telecom
services, biotechnology, wholly foreign-owned hospitals, and
other fields, thus further unleashing the enormous benefits of its
trillion-yuan-scale market. As a prime arena for the new round
of scientific and technological revolution and industrial trans-
formation, China will provide a testing ground for new ideas
and a frontier for value growth. China will also continue to
foster a first-class business environment that is market-oriented,
law-based and internationalized, so that foreign businesses can
feel at ease in China. We welcome the American business com-
munity to seize the historical opportunities, and work together
with China to usher in a brighter future of mutual benefit.

Tom O’Connor: China and the U.S. clashed on tariffs
last year. The tensions have lowered over the past months,
but some remain concerned that the problem of trade im-
balance has yet to be fundamentally resolved, and China’s
industrial overcapacity is continuing to increase. What’s
your response?

Ambassador Xie: History has proven it once and again
that a tariff war or trade war produces no winner, damages
the interests of both sides, and hurts the whole world. Under
the guidance of the two Presidents, China and the U.S. have
reached a series of common understandings through six rounds
of economic and trade consultations, and have stabilized bilat-
eral economic and trade relations. This has not come easily and
should be cherished. But it is still far from enough. We hope the
U.S. side will move further ahead, and completely remove the
unilateral tariffs and other restrictive measures.

The issue of imbalance is a highly complex one, and should
be viewed from a comprehensive perspective. There are im-
balances both in goods trade, and in service trade; imbalances
both in the current account, and in the capital account; and also
imbalances in the development stages of different countries and
regions. Therefore, it would be unfair to stress only imbalances
in goods trade. For instance, in terms of trade in services, the
U.S. runs a surplus with most economies. In frontier technology
sectors, based on capital market valuation trends, the Al indus-
try alone is expected to generate a surplus of over US$1 trillion
annually in U.S. services trade over the next decade. In terms
of the capital account, the U.S. is also running a huge surplus
annually as a primary destination for global capital inflows. At
recent G20 meetings, some members already warned that the
issue of financial imbalances should not be dismissed.
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