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Upholding the U.N. Charter, Reinvigorating
the Role of the U.N., and Striving Toward the
Lofty Goal of Building a Community witha
Shared Future for Humanity
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Wang Yi, Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee
and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China
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Your Excellency Secretary General Anténio Guterres, B A R R B C. B R
Colleagues, = b 22 HE T e L BE AT 2 1Y AR
I thank Secretary General Guterres for attending the meeting TR R TR P AC R A RN = BUORF @
and for his briefing. 5.
We are gathered here at a time when the international situ-
ation is undergoing the most complex and profound changes L7, EREAIERT R ks E 24K

since the end of World War II. The dark clouds of war keep . _
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gathering and the law of the jungle is resurging. The giant ship AZEA HFBIE BRI, APRENYHEZE.
of human civilization is :%ajling into dangerous waters, and world NSO BT EE R NGRS, T FRATE R R
peace and development is at a crossroads.

Just as this mural in the Security Council chamber depicts, VAL T
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the world was reborn from the ashes of World War II, and his-
tory keeps moving forward amid twists and turns. The chal-
lenges confronting us are testing the international community’s
commitment to safeguarding peace, its resolve to stand up for
justice, and its courage to take bold reforms. We must stand
united and act together to defend, revitalize and strengthen the
UN.

First, we need to reinvigorate the U.N. Charter for stronger
leadership. The Charter has established the U.N.-centered inter-
national system, the norms governing state-to-state relations, and
the foundation for international rule of law. It is the biggest com-
mon denominator of the postwar international community. The
root cause of the chaos in today’s world is not that the Charter’s
spirit is outdated, but that the international order and the basic
norms governing international relations, both set out in the Char-
ter, are not being effectively upheld and observed.

The international community should return to the found-
ing vision of the Charter, carry forward its spirit and fulfill the
obligations under it. We must uphold sovereign equality, oppose
interference in internal affairs; uphold the peaceful settlement
of disputes, oppose the use of force; uphold the victorious out-
comes of World War II, oppose glorifying the history of aggres-
sion. All member states should align their policies with the spirit
of the Charter and jointly observe and act on the Charter. Major
countries, in particular, have the responsibility to lead by ex-
ample in following the rule of law and the right path, and should
not practice double standards, exceptionalism or selective appli-
cation.

Second, we need to reinvigorate the authority of the Security
Council for greater ability to act. The Security Council is the
core of the international collective security mechanism, and is
the most authoritative and legitimate body in the multilateral
security system. The more volatile the world, the greater the
leadership required of the Security Council to effectively man-
age conflicts and their spillovers.

What comes with Security Council membership is not
privileges, but responsibilities. Members should rise above the
narrow national interests and use international public goods
responsibly. The Security Council needs to further improve its
Rules of Procedure to ensure proposals are objective, impartial
and inclusive, and avoid forcing through contentious propos-
als or initiatives. The five permanent members should increase
communication and coordination on major proposals, seek
maximum commonality and reduce contention and confronta-
tion, and take effective actions to uphold the solidarity and cred-
ibility of the Council. The international community should also
conscientiously defend the Council’s authority. Any unilateral
military action that circumvents the Council’s mandate is unac-
ceptable, and any unilateral sanction that exceeds the Council’s
resolutions lacks legitimacy.

U.N. peacekeeping operations are created and carried out for
peace. The value and effectiveness of peacekeeping operations
should be assessed, and necessary reforms should be undertaken
to transform and upgrade them in order to truly safeguard peace.

Third, we need to reinvigorate global development coopera-
tion for stronger mobilization. Development, as the key to all
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problems, must remain at the center of the international agenda.
As the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals
is woefully behind schedule, the U.N. needs to vigorously co-
ordinate global actions and fully mobilize global resources. It
is important to solidify the pillar of development, strengthen
the development system, provide countries of the Global South
with more funding, technological and intellectual support in key
areas such as poverty reduction, and urge developed countries
to deliver on their development financing pledges.

The U.N. should unequivocally oppose protectionism and
unilateral actions, oppose securitizing economic and trade issues,
and oppose sci-tech blockade, decoupling and cutting off supply
chain. It is imperative to earnestly increase the representation
and say of developing countries at the IMF and the World Bank.
China supports the U.N. in strengthening dialogue with BRICS
countries, the G20, the New Development Bank and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank, for a universally beneficial and
balanced global economic and financial governance system.

Fourth, we need to reinvigorate the global governance
platform for stronger execution capacity. Faced with emerg-
ing threats and challenges, no country can stay unaffected. A
united response is the only way forward. We should strengthen
the sense of a community with a shared future for humanity,
replace coercion with consultation, zero-sum with win-win, and
small circles with greater unity. We should advocate the com-
mon values of humanity, promote intercivilizational exchange
and inclusiveness, and reject the notion of clash of civilizations
and superiority. We should stand firmly for multilateralism, give
full play to the role of the U.N. as the core platform for global
governance, and support establishing universally-accepted inter-
national rules and coordination mechanisms with the U.N. as the
main channel.

China supports the U.N. in playing a bigger role in the po-
litical settlement of hotspot issues, and supports exploring an
integrated mediation model encompassing the U.N., regional
organizations, stakeholders and specialized agencies. China calls
for expediting climate actions, and establishing regular audit
and accountability mechanisms for financial and technology as-
sistance commitments. As Al brings with it moral and security
risks, we need the prompt establishment of institutional guard-
rails with the U.N. at the center. Comprehensive solutions on
the governance of outer space, the polar regions and cyberspace
should be developed, to prevent new frontiers from becoming
lawless domains of zero-sum competition.

Fifth, we need to reinvigorate the effectiveness of the U.N.
system for stronger vitality. The U.N. is at the center of the post-
war international system. Its role should only be enhanced, not
weakened, and its standing upheld, not replaced. Member states
should fulfill their financial obligations with real actions, support
the U.N. in performing its mandate, and steadily contribute to
the cause of the U.N., rather than willfully withdraw from trea-
ties and organizations, still less establish alternatives.

Given the new situation and challenges, the U.N. also needs
to reform to better adapt to changing times, be better equipped
to deliver, and bring tangible and accessible results to people
around the world. China supports early deliverance of the
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