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Introduction

Between 2021 and 2025, the Chinese government implemented
its fourth Human Rights Action Plan. With the effective implemen-
tation of its objectives and tasks, the country achieved remarkable
progress in human rights protection, providing much-needed stabil-
ity and certainty for global human rights development.

The period from 2026 to 2030 is a critical stage for China to
further consolidate the groundwork for basic socialist modernization
and strive for this goal on all fronts. At this new starting point, the
country’s human rights cause enjoys a stronger foundation and more
favorable conditions, while the people aspire to higher-quality devel-
opment and fuller protection of their rights. Yet in China, imbalanced
and insufficient development remains a pronounced issue, while the
international landscape, complicated by tumultuous changes and up-
heaval, is facing mounting uncertainty and instability. Scientific and
technological progress and industrial transformation have also given
rise to new demands for rights.

Drawing on past successes, the Chinese government now pres-
ents the National Human Rights Action Plan of China (2026-2030)
(the Action Plan), which sets out the objectives, tasks, and measures
for respecting, protecting, and promoting human rights in the period
from 2026 to 2030.

This Action Plan adheres to China’s constitutional principle of
respecting and protecting human rights, and honors the principles
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Vienna
Declaration and Program of Action, and other international human
rights conventions. It is formulated based on China’s realities and
in accordance with the Outline of the 15th Five-Year Plan for Eco-
nomic and Social Development.

The guidelines for formulating and implementing the Ac-
tion Plan are:

e following the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era;

@ acting on Xi Jinping’s important statements on respecting and
protecting human rights;

e staying committed to a people-centered approach to human
rights;

@ adhering to the Chinese path of human rights development;

e integrating human rights protection into the whole process of
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Chinese modernization;

e ensuring that the people have a stronger sense of gain, fulfill-
ment, and security in human rights protection.

The basic principles of the Action Plan are:

o safeguarding human life, value, and dignity;

@ applying systems thinking in planning human rights develop-
ment;

e advancing the cause of human rights in accordance with the
law, on the basis of equality, and in a pragmatic, coordinated, and
concerted manner;

® clevating all-round human rights protection through coordi-
nated progress in the material, political, cultural-ethical, social and
eco-environmental fields;

e promoting well-rounded individual development and compre-
hensive social progress.

The objectives of the Action Plan are:

@ respecting the principal position of the people;

e safeguarding the people’s fundamental interests;

® promoting social fairness and justice;

e ensuring that the gains of modernization benefit all people
fairly.

These objectives will be pursued through the following key
tasks:

—Promoting the all-round protection of economic, social, and
cultural rights through high-quality development. China will acceler-
ate the modernization of agriculture and rural areas to advance com-
prehensive rural revitalization. It will promote high-quality and full
employment, raise household incomes, improve education, social
security, and healthcare systems, and ensure more equitable access to
basic public services. Efforts will also be made to stimulate cultural
innovation and creativity across society, enrich the content of rights
protection, and improve people’s quality of life.

—Improving the mechanisms for safeguarding citizens’ civil
and political rights. China will further refine the institutions, stan-
dards, and procedures for whole-process people’s democracy,
expand orderly public participation in political affairs, and guaran-
tee that the people engage in democratic elections, consultations,
decision-making, management, and oversight in accordance with
the law. The country will guarantee the people’s extensive rights and
freedoms as prescribed by law, strengthen legal protection of human
rights, and ensure that the respect for and protection of human rights
run through all aspects and the entire process of legislation, law en-
forcement, judicature, and law observance.

— Strengthening the protection of environmental rights. China
will uphold and act on the principle that lucid waters and lush moun-
tains are invaluable assets, implement the Ecological and Environ-
mental Code, and improve the systems for eco-environmental prog-
ress. While staying committed to pursuing environmental benefits
for the people, it will safeguard eco-environmental security, advance
green and low-carbon development, and achieve carbon peak on
schedule, to build a beautiful China and promote harmonious coex-
istence between humanity and nature.

—Ensuring equal protection of the rights and interests of all
groups. China will guarantee the equal rights to participation in gov-
ernance and development for ethnic minorities, women, children,
the elderly, and persons with disabilities, and prevent and oppose all
forms of social discrimination. Efforts will also be made to improve
care and service systems and promote inclusive sharing of develop-
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ment achievements.

—Guiding the healthy development of emerging human rights
fields. Adhering to a development-oriented approach and the prin-
ciples of benefiting the people and promoting virtues, fairness and
justice, inclusiveness, and benefits for all, China will fully leverage
digital and intelligent technologies and data as a factor of produc-
tion to enrich people’s lives and improve their wellbeing, thereby
promoting the free and well-rounded development of individuals
and enabling them to create a better life for themselves. The country
will also strengthen guidance on corporate social responsibility, fol-
low the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, and
improve enterprises’ awareness and capacity for human rights due
diligence.

—Continuing to raise awareness of human rights. China will
promote and practice the contemporary Chinese outlook on hu-
man rights, continue to incorporate human rights education into the
national education system, provide human rights training, dissemi-
nate human rights knowledge, and strengthen public awareness of
respecting and protecting human rights across society. It will further
develop human rights think tanks and research bases to advance hu-
man rights research, and develop disciplinary, academic research,
and discourse systems for human rights.

—Promoting global human rights governance. China will cham-
pion humanity’s shared values, practice true multilateralism, and ad-
vocate protecting human rights through security, promoting human
rights through development, and advancing human rights through
cooperation. The aim is to advance global human rights governance
in a more just, fair, reasonable, and inclusive direction. It will take
an active part in UN human rights affairs, conduct dialogue and
exchanges on human rights with all parties on the basis of equality
and mutual respect, and strengthen solidarity and cooperation with
all countries, contributing to the overall progress of global human
rights.

Compiled under the leadership of the State Council Informa-
tion Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and reviewed and
approved by the joint meeting mechanism for the National Human
Rights Action Plan, the National Human Rights Action Plan of Chi-
na (2026-2030) is hereby released by the State Council Information
Office.

I. Advancing the Protection of Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights on All Fronts

1. Right to an Adequate Standard of Living

— Continuing to consolidate and expand the achievements made
in poverty eradication. The government will make coordinated ef-
forts to establish regular mechanisms for preventing rural residents
from lapsing or relapsing into poverty. It will provide well-targeted
assistance, strengthen support to help those most in need, ramp up
development-oriented assistance by growing industries and boost-
ing employment, and boost internal impetus for development. It will
provide multitiered and categorized assistance for underdeveloped
areas, improve the policies supporting key counties in need of assis-
tance for rural revitalization, and make every effort to guard against
any large-scale lapse or relapse into poverty.

—Exploring the multiple functions of agriculture, and nurturing
distinctive rural industries, towns with strong agricultural industries,
and new industries and business forms such as rural leisure tour-
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