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2. Promoting Openness, Cooperation, and Common
Development

China cannot develop in isolation from the rest of the world,
nor can the world achieve overall prosperity without China. As
the largest developing country, China has always pursued its own
growth in the context of humanity’s shared development and
upheld openness, win-win cooperation, inclusiveness, and shared
benefits. Through Chinese modernization, the country has provid-
ed the world with new opportunities and boosted the global drive
for modernization.

Contributing to building an open global economy. China has
promoted trade and investment liberalization and facilitation, and
it has become the main trading partner of over 160 countries and
regions, signing 24 free trade agreements with 31 countries and
regions in the process. It has facilitated and achieved high-stan-
dard implementation of the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) and signed the China-ASEAN Free Trade
Area 3.0 Upgrade Protocol. It endeavors actively to join the Com-
prehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (CPTPP) and the Digital Economy Partnership Agreement
(DEPA) to expand the globally-oriented network of high-standard
free trade areas. The country firmly safeguards the rule-based
multilateral trading system with the World Trade Organization
(WTO) at its core, engages fully and deeply in WTO reforms, and
has announced that it will not seek new special and differential
treatment in current and future negotiations at the WTO.

Bringing broader opportunities to the world with higher-stan-
dard opening up. China has expanded institutional opening up,
removed all restrictions on foreign investment access in the manu-
facturing sector, continued to shorten the negative list for foreign
investment, and fostered a world-leading business environment
that is based on market principles, governed by law, and up to in-
ternational standards. Steps have been taken to expand voluntary
and unilateral opening up, with the launch of 23 pilot free trade
zones, island-wide special customs operations in the Hainan Free
Trade Port, and open platforms such as the China International
Import Expo, China International Fair for Trade in Services,
China International Consumer Products Expo, and China Inter-
national Supply Chain Expo. Additionally, zero tariffs have been
placed on the least developed countries and African countries that
have established diplomatic relations with China. During the 14th
Five-year Plan period (2021-2025), China’s imports of goods and
services exceeded USS$15 trillion, and its GDP is expected to in-
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crease from RMB140 trillion to RMB170 trillion in the next five
years, as its vast market continues to realize its potential.

Achieving solid progress in deepening high-quality Belt and
Road cooperation. China has promoted cooperation in the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) to a new stage of high-quality develop-
ment. It has established the world’s broadest and largest interna-
tional cooperation platform and expanded the belt of development
and road to happiness to benefit all parties.

Policy connectivity has built greater synergy. China has
signed cooperation documents with over 150 countries and 30
international organizations, hosted three Belt and Road forums for
international cooperation, established more than 30 special coop-
eration mechanisms in key areas such as economy, trade, energy
and infrastructure, and established a secretariat for the forum.

Infrastructure connectivity has achieved leapfrog develop-
ment. Flagship programs such as cross-border highways, railways,
ports, and aviation hubs have made breakthroughs, and a general
connectivity framework consisting of six corridors, six connectiv-
ity routes, and multiple countries and ports has now been realized.
The China-Europe Railway Express freight service has operated
more than 130,000 trips to date.

Trade connectivity has advanced despite challenges. In-depth
alignment has been achieved in areas such as cross-border pay-
ments, digital authentication, and smart customs. In 2025, the
volume of trade in goods between China and BRI participants
reached RMB23.6 trillion, up by 6.3 percent year-on-year, ac-
counting for 51.9 percent of the country’s foreign trade.

Financial connectivity has embraced greater diversity. The
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the Silk Road
Fund have provided financing support to hundreds of projects.
Renminbi financing windows have been set up, and the two-way
investment between China and its BRI partners totaled more than
US$240 billion between 2021 and the first half of 2025.

People-to-people connectivity has become stronger. Land-
mark livelihood initiatives supported by Luban Workshops and
Juncao technology have continued to advance, and communica-
tion and exchange have flourished in culture, tourism, education,
and media, as well as between the youth of different nations.

Delivering effective results in implementing the Global De-
velopment Initiative. To accelerate the realization of the UN 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, China helps steer global
development towards a new stage of balanced, coordinated and
inclusive growth that delivers more robust, greener, and healthier
global development.

Consensus on development as a priority continues to build,
with more than 130 countries and international organizations sup-
porting participation in the initiative and over 80 countries joining
the Group of Friends of the Global Development Initiative. China
has hosted the High-Level Dialogue on Global Development and
the Forum on Global Action for Shared Development, encourag-
ing all parties to make new commitments to and embark on a new
journey towards realizing the Sustainable Development Goals.

Cooperation mechanisms continue to improve. China has
signed more than 80 cooperation documents on implementing the
initiative with other developing countries, international organiza-
tions, and financial institutions. Over 30 cooperation mechanisms
have been established in eight key areas of the initiative, cover-
ing all 17 sustainable development goals. China has also set up a
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Global Development Promotion Center and a Global Knowledge
Network for Development, and issued the Global Development
Report. Together with the UN, it has established the China-UN
Global South-South Development Facility, actively discussed the
development of the Global Center for Sustainable Development
in cooperation with the United Nations Development Program,
and taken the initiative to establish the Institute of Global Devel-
opment.

Resources for development cooperation continue to grow.
More than US$23 billion of development funds of various types
have been mobilized. China has established the Global Develop-
ment and South-South Cooperation Fund, increased its total to
US$4 billion, and launched the China-FAO South-South Coop-
eration Trust Fund (Phase I1I).

Pragmatic cooperation has delivered remarkable results.
China has established a project pool under the Global Develop-
ment Initiative, launched more than 1,800 cooperation projects,
and completed the training of 80,000 people within the framework
of the initiative, assisting other developing countries in improving
their capacity for independent and sustainable development.

3. Practicing True Multilateralism

No matter how the world changes, China will always uphold
the international system with the United Nations at its core, the
international order underpinned by international law, and the basic
norms governing international relations based on the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter. It advocates and practices true mul-
tilateralism and remains an active champion and strong proponent
of multilateral cooperation.

Resolutely upholding the authority and status of the UN. As a
founding member of the UN and the first country to sign the UN
Charter, China has consistently upheld the central role of the UN
in international affairs through concrete actions. The country’s
contribution to the UN regular budget increased from less than 1
percent in 2000 to over 20 percent in 2025, making it the second
largest contributor. It has paid in full its assessed contributions to
the UN in support of the effective operation of UN agencies. It
has launched and renewed the China-UN Peace and Development
Fund and increased its input to the fund, providing strong support
to major UN agendas.

China supports the UN in advancing the implementation of
the Pact for the Future and in enhancing the quality, efficiency,
and vitality of the organization through the UNSO Initiative. It ac-
tively supports the UN and its specialized agencies in establishing
new institutions in China, including the UNESCO International
Institute for STEM Education in Shanghai and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) Shanghai Center. China’s efforts to supply
outstanding talent to the UN have led to a steady increase in the
share of Chinese employees in UN agencies and related interna-
tional organizations. China has hosted the Global Leaders’ Meet-
ing on Women, boosting new progress in women’s well-rounded
development.

Upholding the authority of the international rule of law and
pushing for progress in international law-based governance. China
has joined nearly all universal intergovernmental organizations
and signed over 600 international conventions and amendments,
fulfilling its treaty obligations in good faith and honoring its in-
ternational commitments. The country held a conference marking
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