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Secretary Carlos Gutierrez,

Executive Vice President Natalie Jones,
Chairman Ren Hongbin,

President Hu Wei,

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Dear friends,

Good morning! It is my great pleasure to attend the forum
today. First of all, I wish to extend my warm congratulations on
the opening of the forum and sincere thanks to our organizer, the
Meridian International Center. I would also like to welcome the
economic and trade delegation led by Chairman Ren Hongbin to
the U.S., and say a big thank you to all the friends who have long
been caring for and supporting China-U.S. economic and trade
cooperation and promoting the development of our bilateral rela-
tions.
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Since the start of this year, China-U.S. economic and trade
relations have gone through ups and downs. We have seen both
looming clouds, and clear skies. Many friends from the Chinese
and American business sectors have asked me: How should we
view the China-U.S. economic relationship in the new era, and
how can we take it further? My answer is that we may view it
within two contexts:

The first one is, our two Presidents have interacted frequent-
ly, providing strategic guidance for China-U.S. relations. In
the past 10 months, President Xi Jinping and President Donald
Trump held one meeting and spoke on the phone 4 times. In
particular, their successful meeting in Busan recalibrated the
course of China-U.S. relations at a crucial moment once again.
The two Presidents agreed to maintain interactions on a regular
basis, enhance cooperation in economic, trade, energy and other
fields, and work together to accomplish more great and concrete
things for the world. Last Monday, in less than one month after
the Busan Summit, the two Presidents spoke on the phone again,
sustaining and consolidating the momentum toward stability in
bilateral relations. Going forward, President Trump is planning
to visit China in April next year, and has invited President Xi to
visit the U.S. We can expect heads-of-state diplomacy to con-
tinue serving as the anchor of China-U.S. relations.

The second is, the 20th CPC Central Committee adopted at
its fourth plenary session the recommendations for formulating
the 15th Five-Year Plan, outlining a grand blueprint for China’s
economic and social development in the next five years. We will
continue to pursue high-quality development, raise our innova-
tion capacity across the board, and keep fostering new quality
productive forces. We will continue to promote high-standard
opening up, expand opening up at the institutional level, and
create greater space for two-way investment cooperation. We
will keep improving public wellbeing, and promote common
prosperity for all. We will also accelerate the green transition
in all areas of economic and social development, work actively
and prudently toward peak carbon emissions, and speed up the
shift to eco-friendly production practices and lifestyles. In short,
China will continue to advance along the path toward Chinese
modernization. This is both irreversible and unstoppable.

These two contexts have provided important opportunities
for the development of China-U.S. economic and trade ties. For
one thing, the personal commitment of President Xi Jinping and
President Trump to stabilizing bilateral relations has injected
precious certainty into our economic cooperation, to the reassur-
ance of the Chinese and American business communities who
have been unsettled by the tensions in recent years. For another,
the 15th Five-Year period will lay a more solid foundation for
China to grow into a mid-level developed country. It is estimated
that by 2035, China’s middle-income group will expand to 700
to 800 million people, and China will open its doors only wider
and wider. All these will create broader space for China-U.S.
economic and trade cooperation.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Dear friends,

As a Chinese proverb goes, “Opportunity may knock just
once; grab it before it slips away.” The theme of today’s forum
is “From Policy to Partnership: APEC 2026--Unlocking Trade
and Investment”. In November 2026, China will host the APEC
Economic Leaders’ Meeting for the third time in Shenzhen,
Guangdong Province. At the APEC meetings this year, President
Xi Jinping pointed out that we should stay true to APEC’s found-
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ing mission to promote economic growth and improve people’s
lives, champion open development where everyone shares op-
portunities and emerges a winner, promote a universally ben-
eficial and inclusive economic globalization, and build an Asia-
Pacific community. We are confident that when APEC meets an
ever-opening and ever-developing China, the entire Asia-Pacif-
ic region will enjoy more enduring vitality and prosperity. The
U.S. on its part will host the G20 summit in December next year,
so the year of 2026 will be the APEC China Year and the G20
U.S. Year. These two major events will bring cooperation oppor-
tunities like never before to the Chinese and American business
communities. So how can businesses seize the momentum? My
suggestion is that you focus on three lists:

First, keep expanding the list of dialogue. While dialogue
may not resolve all issues, no issue can be resolved without dia-
logue. Our business communities need to support the two gov-
ernments and all sectors of society in engaging with each other
more often, and making better use of the China-U.S. economic
and trade consultation mechanism. American companies have
taken up the largest exhibition area at the China International
Import Expo for seven years in a row, and led overseas participa-
tion at the China International Supply Chain Expo over the past
two years. I encourage the U.S. business community to further
leverage these platforms, which have proved valuable.

Second, keep lengthening the list of cooperation. In China,
industrial clusters in strategic emerging fields such as new
energy, new materials, aviation and aerospace, and the low-
altitude economy will create multi-trillion-yuan or even larger
markets. We will also expand pilot programs in value-added
telecommunications, biotechnology, wholly foreign-owned hos-
pitals and other service industries. Chinese and American busi-
nesses can tap the potential for cooperation in these areas and
build more practical partnerships. At the same time, we expect
the U.S. government to provide a fair, just and non-discriminato-
ry environment for Chinese businesses investing and operating
here.

Third, keep shortening the list of problems. It is only normal
for China and the U.S. to have differences in economic coopera-
tion. The key is to handle them constructively based on respect
for facts. The intellectual property theft accusation against China
is groundless. The claim of so-called “forced labor” in Xinjiang
is nothing but a ridiculous lie. Turning trade into a security issue
serves no one’s interest. I hope U.S. business leaders like you
will play a constructive role by urging the few American politi-
cians to stop smearing China, and create positive energy, rather
than new disruptions, for bilateral economic and trade relations.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Dear friends,

The sustained growth of China-U.S. economic ties bears on
the immediate interests of our businesses, and relies on the sup-
port of each one of you. It is my hope that friends from both the
Chinese and American business communities will follow the di-
rection set by our Presidents, nurture and irrigate the tree of our
economic cooperation so that it will yield more fruits, and help
our two countries find a right way to get along in the new era,
and achieve mutual respect, peaceful coexistence and win-win
cooperation, to the benefit of both our countries and the entire
world.

Thank you very much. L

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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