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Opening up New Horizons for Major-Gountry
Diplomacy With Chinese Characteristics
At a Crucial Historical Juncture
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—Keynote Speech at the Symposium on the International Situation and
China’s Foreign Relations
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Wang Yi, Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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Dear Experts and Friends,

Greetings to you all. It gives me great pleasure to join you again at the
turn of the year to discuss the international situation and take stock of China’s
foreign relations.

The year 2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the victory of the World
Anti-Fascist War and the founding of the United Nations. In this heavy-
loaded, historic year, the world once again came to a crucial juncture and had
to decide which way to go.

This year, the international landscape evolved toward an important
watershed, with unilateralism and hegemonism finding no support and a
multipolar world in the making. Amid once-in-a-century transformations, old
and new problems intensified. The contest between progress and regression
sharpened.

This year, economic globalization met serious setbacks. The tariff war
dealt a blow to international trade rules, and disrupted the global economic
order. The choice between openness and isolation became imperative.

This year, local wars and cross-border conflicts flared up more often
than at any time since the end of WWII. Geopolitical turbulence continued
to spread. The question of peace or war weighed heavily on many people’s
mind.

At this new turn in the course of history, we, under the strong leadership
of the CPC Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core, held
high the banner of building a community with a shared future for humanity,
followed the strategic guidance of head-of-state diplomacy, united progres-
sive forces across the world with utmost sincerity, and built the momentum
for peace and development with greatest efforts. We championed peace,
promoted cooperation, adapted to change, and upheld justice. We dedicated
ourselves to rejuvenation for the Chinese nation and to harmony in a turbu-
lent world, and we opened up new horizons for major-country diplomacy
with Chinese characteristics.

Facing a troubled world where peace is under threat, China acted as an
anchor for stability. As once-in-a-century transformations accelerate, interna-
tional relations are being reshaped amidst turbulence, and the risks of conflict
or confrontation between major countries are clearly on the rise.
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China, as a key major country and a permanent member of the U.N. Se-
curity Council, stays committed to upholding world peace. It has taken con-
crete steps to foster a new type of major-country relations, promoted dialogue
and peace for the deescalation of hot spots, advocated global solidarity over
geopolitical maneuvering, and fulfilled its responsibility as a major country
for world peace.

In the past year, China-U.S. relations, despite shocks and ups and downs,
realized overall and dynamic stability. This serves the shared interests of the
people in both countries, and meets the common aspiration of the internation-
al community. China-Russia relations, as rock-solid as ever, maintained high-
level, steady performance. Chinese and Russian leaders exchanged visits in
this year of historic significance, highlighting mutual trust and mutual sup-
port as the hallmark of the China-Russia comprehensive strategic partnership
of coordination. China and the European Union reviewed their cooperation
over the past fifty years of diplomatic ties, and reaffirmed partnership as the
basic tenor of their relations. Ten countries from the Global South officially
became BRICS partners. The 20-member BRICS family grew more pros-
perous. And BRICS cooperation was ever more robust under the expanded
format.

On the nearly four-year-old Ukraine crisis, China, guided by the four
points about what should be done put forward by President Xi Jinping,
worked relentlessly to create conditions and foster consensus for peace.
As one of the initiators of the Group of Friends for Peace, China sincerely
welcomed all efforts conducive to the peaceful settlement of the crisis, and
worked actively alongside others to this end. Right now, the window for ne-
gotiation is open, and the dawn of peace is within sight. While the road ahead
will still be bumpy, China will continue to play a constructive role and hopes
that a comprehensive, durable and binding peace agreement could be reached
to eliminate the root causes of the conflict and bring about lasting peace and
stability in Europe.

Facing a new environment in its neighborhood, China acted as a pillar of
the region. In this changing and turbulent world, Asia is widely recognized
as a center of global development and prosperity, and China’s relations with
its neighboring countries are at their best since modern times. Meanwhile,
as regional dynamics is deeply affected by the changes in the international
landscape, maintaining prosperity and stability of this neighborhood requires
persistent efforts.

At this crucial juncture in the evolution of regional situation, the CPC
Central Committee convened a meeting on work related to neighboring
countries, the first of its kind since the founding of the People’s Republic
of China. Affirming the important position of the neighboring region in the
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, the meeting set out the vision of
building a “peaceful, safe and secure, prosperous, beautiful and amicable
home”, and established the overarching goal of building a community with
a shared future with neighboring countries. This sent a strategic signal of
working together with neighboring countries for a bright future, and injected
new and strong momentum into the development of China’s relations with
neighboring countries.

The neighboring region featured prominently in the diplomatic events
hosted by President Xi Jinping and in his important overseas visits this year.
The visit to Southeast Asian countries boosted China’s relations with the
whole region, consolidated good-neighborliness with ASEAN countries,
advanced mutually beneficial cooperation, and garnered efforts to meet com-
mon challenges. The Russia trip reinforced the China-Russia friendship, de-
fended historic justice, and elevated the mutual trust and cooperation between
the two big neighbors to a new height. During the Central Asia visit, the
concept of China-Central Asia spirit was introduced for the first time, a treaty
on permanent good-neighborliness, friendship and cooperation was signed,
and the foundation for long-term stability to the northwest was solidified.
The trip to Northeast Asia spearheaded Asia-Pacific cooperation, and pushed
for improvement and development of China-ROK relations. Also this year,
we invited the leaders of India and the DPRK to China. China-India relations
showed a good momentum, and the traditional friendship with the DPRK
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was cemented and further promoted. The Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) Summit was held in Tianjin. Chaired by President Xi Jinping, it
was a resounding success, with the adoption of a 10-year strategy for SCO
development, the launch of four regional security centers, the establishment
of six cooperation platforms, and the signing of several dozen cooperation
documents covering various fields. China’s engagement with neighboring
countries entered a new stage of building a community with a shared future
at a faster pace.

As again proved by the development trajectory of relations between
China and neighboring countries and the evolution of regional environment
in the past year, having China as a neighbor is a good, fortunate thing. In-
stead of vying for geopolitical advantage, China is committed to fostering an
amicable, secure and prosperous neighborhood. Instead of seeking a sphere
of influence, China promotes a community with a shared future with neigh-
boring countries. Instead of dictating decision making, China advocates, with
concrete actions, joint consultation in regional affairs. The neighborhood
of China now stands as a center of excellence for good-neighborliness and
friendship.

Facing a changing international order, China acted as a defining
force. The United Nations has traversed 80 years, and the reform of the inter-
national system is picking up speed. Reacting to the trend of the times, some
slam on the brake, and some attempt to reverse the course. China has chosen
to embrace the trend by working with all parties to build a community with a
shared future for humanity and making the international order more just and
equitable.

Building a community with a shared future for humanity is the core tenet
of Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy. It is in line with the trend of the times
toward development and progress, and serves the common interests of the
Chinese people and people of all countries. The fourth plenary session of the
20th CPC Central Committee, which was held this year, adopted the recom-
mendations for China’s 15th five-year plan for economic and social develop-
ment. On foreign-related work in the next five years, the recommendations
lay out the plan along the central theme of building a community with a
shared future for humanity, and demonstrate China’s conviction and action in
pursuing progress for humanity and harmony for the world.

In 2025, the world witnessed the “China moments” in the global gov-
ernance reform. President Xi Jinping proposed the Global Governance
Initiative (GGI), advocating five major propositions, i.e., sovereign equality,
international rule of law, multilateralism, a people-centered approach, and
real actions. It is a Chinese proposal to make the global governance system
more just and equitable, and a Chinese contribution to revitalize the central
position and leading role of the U.N. A timely initiative that responds to the
pressing needs of the world today, the GGI gained immediate endorsement
and support from over 150 countries and international organizations. China
solemnly commemorated the 80th anniversary of the victory of the Chinese
People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War. In his important address on the occasion, President Xi Jinping
highlighted the great spirit of resisting aggression, promoted the correct view
of history on World War II, and sent a powerful message that justice will
prevail, peace will prevail, and the people will prevail. At the Global Leaders’
Meeting on Women held in Beijing, President Xi Jinping underscored the
need to build greater consensus and broaden the paths forward to acceler-
ate the new process of women’s development. With the inauguration of the
International Organization for Mediation (IOMed), China, together with over
30 countries, founded the first inter-governmental international organization
with a mandate to resolve international disputes through mediation. The
IOMed answers the call of the U.N. Charter and sets up a new platform for
countries to resolve differences. China also proposed the establishment of a
World Attificial Intelligence Cooperation Organization, with the aim of en-
hancing Al capacity building of the Global South, bridging the Al divide, and
expediting the process of global Al governance.

However, while people of all countries around the world were drawing
lessons from history and striving for peaceful development in this year of
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