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—Full Transcript of Chinese Ambassador to Canada Wang Di’s Exclusive
Interview with the Canadian Press

—HEENEXRKEETFHEZMELE LR

On January 21, Chinese Ambassador to Canada H. E.
Wang Di conducted an exclusive interview with the Ca-
nadian Press, the largest Canadian news agency. The full
transcript of the interview is as follows:

The Canadian Press: Mr. Carney is the first Canadi-
an Prime Minister to visit China in so many years. This is
a pretty historic visit. What are your reflections on this
visit?

Ambassador Wang: As you said, this is the first visit to
China by a Canadian Prime Minister in the last 8 years. This
visit is very important. Prime Minister Carney had a very im-
portant meeting with President Xi Jinping, talks with Pre-
mier Li Qiang and a meeting with Chairman Zhao Leji.
During these talks and meetings, they have reached many
important consensus and outcomes. Both sides have issued
a Leaders” Meeting Joint Statement and reached a roadmap
for the economic and trade cooperation in the next steps.
Both sides have also made preliminary joint arrangements
on resolving the trade irritants and issued many joint docu-
ments on cooperation in a series of areas.

I think it is fair to say that President Xi Jinping and
Prime Minister Carney have charted the course for the fu-
ture development of China-Canada relations. Right now,
one of the most important tasks for us is to work with our
Canadian colleagues to implement the important consensus
reached by the leaders of the two countries, so that we can
translate the important outcomes of this visit into reality
as soon as possible and bring tangible benefits to the two
peoples.

The Canadian Press: In China, things are very ef-
ficient. I saw it myself. You have a Five-Year Plan in
terms of how things are executed. In Canada, we have
elections that are changing quite fast. We have provin-
cial industries that have all kinds of different factors
that need the help of the U.S. I’'m curious what your
reflection is on the pace of putting these things to life, as
we are talking about how much expectations you have
that we can move things quickly as partners.
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Ambassador Wang: I think as long as China and Can-
ada both have adequate sincerity, both sides will be able to
translate the important outcomes into reality. There are a lot
of complementarities and common interests between China
and Canada. You have mentioned the 15th Five-Year Plan
of China, and Canada also has many development plans
for the future. What both sides should do is to enhance the
synergy between our development plans to find areas of co-
operation and joint projects that both sides can work on.

History has proven very well that whenever China and
Canada pull in the same direction towards the same goal,
we have been able to achieve a lot. Today, as the world is
facing increasing changes and challenges, China and Can-
ada face common challenges as well as extensive common
interests. Just as President Xi Jinping pointed out during
his meeting with Prime Minister Carney, both China and
Canada should jointly foster a new Strategic Partnership
between our two countries with a sense of responsibility for
the history, for the people and for the world. I have taken
note that after Prime Minister Carney’s visit to China, peo-
ple from both countries have had high remarks for the visit.
Also they have very high expectations for the benefits that
the outcomes of this visit could bring to them. I think cur-
rently the most important task for both sides is to respond as
soon as possible to the expectations of the two peoples and
to move along the direction that has been pointed out by the
leaders of our two countries. I think there are a lot for us to
expect as for the outcomes that we can achieve in our future
cooperation.

The Canadian Press: I’m curious that APEC is a
target after that. Mr. Carney says he is going to pay a
visit to the city of Shenzhen. Does that mean we are
thinking of what can be achieved, what can get going, so
that he is coming back to China with some deliverables?

Ambassador Wang: Prime Minister Carney has ex-
pressed that he will be happy to attend the APEC meet-
ings in China this year. I believe another meeting between
the leaders of our two countries on such a platform will
definitely bring more dynamism and vitality to the develop-
ment of our bilateral relations. Now there are around ten
months before APEC happens, so that requires us to lose
no time and work faster to achieve more outcomes so that
leaders of our two countries will be able to discuss future
development of China-Canada relations at a higher level
when they meet again. Apart from the meetings between the
top leaders, the conversations between the two countries at
various levels are also very important. During Prime Min-
ister Carney’s visit to China, leaders from both countries
have agreed to restart and resume the dialogue mechanisms
between our two countries in different areas. As a matter of
fact, many different departments of our two countries have
expressed their interest and desire to enhance engagement
and dialogues as soon as possible. I think China-Canada
relations will move forward in a faster pace in the future.
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The Canadian Press: I’m curious about our relation-
ship with the U.S. Obviously, it’s very complicated. The
narrative from Beijing is shared wins, focusing on posi-
tives and where we can work together. Before Carney
came to China, we saw China Daily saying that we need
sincerity to push into Canada’s own policy and not just
follow the U.S. If we just roll back to whatever the U.S.
is doing, then you can’t have a strong partnership with
China. And when I look at the documents that came
out, it seems like there was a way to look at it--these are
the sectors we can cooperate in. Carney has said there
are some sensitive sectors that he needs to hive off. Does
that work for China to have deeper cooperation in these
fields, and then for some of what Carney says, like na-
tional security, the United States’ concern, we’re just go-
ing to leave this off to the side? Can you tell me is that
the approach of China? Does that approach work, given
the extent of this relationship?

Ambassador Wang: I think the character of China-
Canada relationship is win-win and mutual benefit. China
and Canada are also highly complementary with each other.
That is to say there is great potential and promising pros-
pects for China and Canada to leverage our complementary
advantages and realize mutual benefit. But of course, at the
same time, we do not deny that there are differences be-
tween China and Canada.

During his visit to China, Prime Minister Carney has
also expressed multiple times in a very good way how
China and Canada should seek common ground while re-
serving the differences. He also mentioned that China and
Canada should advance our cooperation on the basis of mu-
tual respect. Mutual respect, seeking common ground while
reserving differences and mutual benefit are the principles
that China has followed all along in advancing its coop-
eration with Canada. As long as both sides stick to these
principles, we will be able to deepen our mutual trust, seek
greater common ground on the basis of understanding each
other better and handle the differences between us in a more
constructive manner. I am confident that the areas and the
scope of our cooperation will be greater.

The Canadian Press: Greater than what we’ve
agreed so far or just greater than what we have now?
Or both?

Ambassador Wang: Both.

The Canadian Press: I’m curious about autos.
We’ve got a small amount of EVs that will be allowed in
Canada. Carney said this is just the start. ’'m wonder-
ing what you think the potential is in terms of technol-
ogy exchange, the employment of Canada and Chinese
investment? It’s a very small number, especially com-
pared with the scale of China, it is a tiny number. But
what do you think is the potential of more cooperation
in the auto sphere?

Ambassador Wang: During the visit, Canada an-
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