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Brave Wind and Rain
And Gallop Toward Success
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Keynote Speech at the China General Chamber of Commerce-USA (CGCC) 2026
Lunar New Year of the Horse Gala
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Chairman Hu Wei,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear friends,

Good evening! It gives me great pleasure to attend the
CGCC Annual Gala again and get together with friends old
and new. In the past year, CGCC stayed committed against
all odds to serving Chinese-invested enterprises in the United
States and building more bridges for business exchanges be-
tween our two countries, and effectively promoted bilateral
mutually beneficial cooperation. On behalf of the Chinese
Embassy in the United States, I would like to pay tribute to
CGCC, its member companies and all Chinese-invested enter-
prises in the U.S. Thank you for your hard work!

Dear friends,

We are just 15 days into the year 2026, but the world has
already seen black swans and gray rhinos one after another. In-
stability and uncertainty are raging all around. Where will the
world be heading? Humanity is facing a grave choice: peace
or war, openness or isolation, cooperation or confrontation,
win-win or zero-sum. To find the answer, I would like to share
three observations.

First, no matter how the international situation evolves,
the aspiration for peace, development and cooperation, which
reflects the trend of the times, will not change. The year
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2025 marked the 80th anniversary of the World Anti-Fascist
War, but unfortunately, the world did not become any more
peaceful or stable. The Global Peace Index revealed that
global peacefulness has reached its lowest point in nearly two
decades. World Bank statistics showed that the global popu-
lation in extreme poverty has surged to around 800 million,
who survive on less than 3 US dollars per day. The Cold-War
mentality has staged a comeback, with power trampling rules,
might challenging what is right, and hegemony and bullying
replacing dialogue and consultation. As a result, the interna-
tional order is facing a systemic shock, with risks sharply ris-
ing, threatening to drag the world back into a jungle.

Despite all this, we should not waver in our confidence in
the world’s future. While might may rule the moment, right
prevails forever. The purposes and principles enshrined in
the UN Charter, such as “maintaining international peace and
security”, “achieving international cooperation”, “sovereign
equality”, and “settling international disputes by peaceful
means”, are not outdated. The longing of people around the
world for peace, development and cooperation is growing only
stronger. The forces who practice multilateralism and cham-
pion fairness and justice continue to grow. And the overriding
trend toward a multipolar world and economic globalization
is becoming ever clearer. None of these will be altered by
the preferences or actions of any single country.

As President Xi Jinping pointed out, we should advance
in line with the trend of history, and thrive in keeping pace
with the times. In the face of a complex international situa-
tion, China firmly stands on the right side of history and the
progress of human civilization, and upholds the international
system with the United Nations at its core and the international
order underpinned by international law. We have put forward
and been carrying out four global initiatives (namely, the
Global Development Initiative, the Global Security Initiative,
the Global Civilization Initiative, and the Global Governance
Initiative), under which we unite all forces for peace with the
utmost sincerity, pool together forces for stability worldwide
with the most tangible measures, and join hands with forces for
progress across the world with the broadest mind, so as to build
a community with a shared future for humanity, and create a
bright tomorrow of enduring peace and shared prosperity.

Second, no matter how China-U.S. relations may de-
velop, the historical truth that our two countries gain from
cooperation and lose from confrontation will not change. In
2025, President Xi Jinping and President Donald Trump
spoke on the phone four times, exchanged several let-
ters, and held a successful summit in Busan, the Republic
of Korea, recalibrating the course of the giant ship of the
China-U.S. relationship and navigating it around hidden
shoals at crucial moments. From looming dark clouds to
turnarounds, the journey our bilateral relations travelled last
year has warned us again that, dialogue is better than con-
frontation, cooperation is better than a zero-sum game, and
stability is better than volatility. Be it a tariff war, trade war
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and tech war, or an industrial war, resource war and geopo-
litical war, each will hit a dead end and serve no one’s inter-
est. When China and the U.S. work together, the world fares
well; but if we confront one another, the world would suffer.

We are sincere about developing China-U.S. relations. At the
same time, we have our principles to safeguard. When it comes
to major issues bearing on our sovereignty, security and develop-
ment interests, there is no room for compromise at all. Taiwan
is an inalienable part of China’s territory. This is reaffirmed by
instruments with legal effect under international law, including
the Cairo Declaration, the Potsdam Proclamation and UNGA
Resolution 2758. The one-China principle and the three Sino-U.
S. Joint Communiqués are the only basis for our two countries
to handle the Taiwan question. The fundamental status quo of the
Taiwan Strait is that both sides of the Strait belong to one and the
same China, and the biggest threat to cross-Strait peace comes
from the separatist activities of the “Taiwan independence” forc-
es and external connivance and support. We again urge the U.S.
side to abide by the one-China principle and the three Sino-U.S.
Joint Communiqués with concrete actions.

The three principles proposed by President Xi Jinping,
namely, mutual respect, peaceful coexistence and win-win
cooperation, have outlined the fundamental and right way for
China and the U.S. to get along with each other in the new
era. Among them, mutual respect is the prerequisite, peaceful
coexistence is the bottom line, and win-win cooperation is the
goal. We hope the U.S. side will work with China in the same
direction, take real actions to implement the important consen-
sus reached between the two Presidents in Busan, expand the
list of cooperation, and remove disruptions and obstacles, so as
to advance the steady, sound and sustainable development of
China-U.S. relations.

Third, no matter how the external environment changes,
China’s strategic choice to pursue high-quality development
and high-standard opening up will not change. The year 2025
marked the completion of China’s 14th Five-Year Plan for
economic and social development. Despite mounting pressure,
China pushed forward with innovation-led and high-quality
economic development. Our GDP is expected to meet the an-
nual growth target of around 5%, with economic output pro-
jected to cross another threshold and reach RMB 140 trillion
yuan, continuing to contribute over 30% to global economic
growth. Our total trade in goods in 2025 expanded by 3.8%
year on year, and the trade surplus has surpassed 1 trillion US
dollars for the first time, making us both a top exporter and a
global buyer. A stream of new innovations, such as large Al
models and humanoid robots, has emerged, and China’s in-
telligent manufacturing, represented by electric vehicles and
smart phones, is gaining popularity globally.

This year marks the beginning of the 15th Five-Year
Plan. We will follow up on the grand blueprint outlined at
the fourth plenary session of the 20th CPC Central Com-
mittee, continue to leverage our advantages in system,
market, industry and human resources, advance high-qual-
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