
Tender leaves sprouting from cotton seeds in a container aboard 
the Chang’e-4
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tists have done biological experiments on space stations and other 
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lunar probe went into “hibernation” during the cold lunar night, 

-
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 Chang’e-4

After the lander touched down, the rover Yutu-2 inched down 

With its arms stretched out on either side, the rover set out to explore 

(CNSA) announced that the Chang’e-4 lunar probe mission was a 

and the rover, their photographing of each other and the transmis-
sion of images to Earth that produced a panoramic picture of the 
lunar surface with the help of Queqiao, or Magpie Bridge, a satel-

-
ant screen at the Beijing Aerospace Control Center, Zhang He, 
Executive Director of the Chang’e-4 probe project, could not hold 

of the whole mission because the process is rife with risks and 
challenges,” she said.

-

 
Upgraded rover 
Not long after descending on the pockmarked moon surface, Yutu-2 

and resumed activities, snapping pictures and beaming back data.
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A photo of the Chang’e-4 lunar 

installed on the rover Yutu-2 

A Bold New Step
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time. Later, when the LRO passed overhead, it monitored the lunar 
probe and NASA published the photos online,” Wu explained.

The CNSA welcomes the participation of foreign space scien-
tists from all countries in its ensuing lunar and deep-space explo-
ration projects through various means, Wu stated.

Three-step plan
China has a three-step plan for its lunar probing program: to send 

Chang’e-5 is going to bring lunar samples back to 
Earth, which will mark the completion of the three-step plan.

-
cided. Chang’e-6 will return with lunar samples collected from the 
lunar South Pole, while Chang’e-7

-

Chang’e-8
based experiments, including experiments on the technologies 

In addition, the Queqiao
lifespan left, he said, thus, the CNSA welcomes foreign scientists 

“Cooperation is the common aspiration of scientists since the 
data gathered during lunar or deep-space probing is for unraveling 

-
tries of the world,” Wu said. Countries with strong space programs, in 
particular, should focus more on cooperation and make more contri-
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Yutu-2 is designed to work 

on Earth.
Yutu-2

rover Yutu 
Chang’e

Zhang said that Yutu-2 is smarter because it can enter into a 

according to light levels; moreover, after “waking up,” it can switch 
-

decessor, Yutu-2

Both rovers have a designed lifespan of three months, can 

Yutu-2 is stronger and more capable of cop-

the rover from CAST.
 

 
Director of the CNSA, said at a press conference in Beijing on 

Chang’e-4 -

composition and observe space environment.

the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia and Sweden, said Wu.
The CNSA attaches great importance to international cooperation 

-
held the principle of openness and cooperation in developing space 
programs. To date, the CNSA has signed bilateral agreements with 

-

-

-

space agencies, research institutes and individuals interested in
space exploration, Li said.

The lunar probing mission also involves other international col-
-

Chinese and Russian scientists will support the probe through the
-

fered support to each other in deep space probing.

cooperation, with the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) of the 
-

serving Chang’e-4, Wu added.
“NASA told us that it hopes to use the LRO satellite in lunar orbit

to observe the lunar dust during Chang’e-4 -
entists from both countries communicated through a videoconfer-

time of the Chang’e-4 landing. Because the LRO was not overhead 
when Chang’e-4 landed, it could not monitor the lunar dust in real 
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