National Day Celebrations

The Chinese people celebrat-
ed the 30th anniversary of the
People’s Republic of China on
October 1.

Well-stocked stores with a
rich variety of goods, blooming
flowers in the parks and big
red lanterns hanging over the
gates of many buildings added
to the joyous atmosphere as the
@pital’'s 8 million people cele-
brated their National Day.

The Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party,
the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress and
the State Council held a cele-
bration meeting on the after-
noon of Scptember 29. At the
meeting which was presided
over by Hua Guofeng, Chair-
man of the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist
Party and Premier of the State
Council, Chairman Ye Jianying
of the N.P.C. Standing Com-
mittee made a long, important
speech. He reviewed the course
traversed by New China since

its founding 30 years ago,
criticized the ultra-Left line
National
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pushed by Lin Biao and the
gang of four, summed up the
basic experience of China’s so-
cialist revolution and construc-
tion and pointed qut the diréc-
tion in which the Chinese peo-
ple should bend their efforts in
the 80s. (For full text of the
speech see pp. 7-32.)

The meeting was held in Bei-
jing’s Great Hall of the People
which seats 10,000, and the
speech was broadcast live over
the national network.

Grand Reception. Comrade
Hua Guofeng gave a grand re-
ception on the evening of Sep-
tember 30. In his speech, he
extended festival greetings to
the workers, peasants, P.L.A.
men, cadres, women, Yyouth,
minority nationalities, com-
patriots in Taiwan, Xianggang
(Hongkong) and Aomen
(Macao), overseas Chinese, and
personages of the democratic
parties throughout the country.

Hua Guofeng said: “Over the
past 30 years, the Chinese peo-
ple have carried on an unre-
mitting struggle and achieved
splendid successes in socialist

revolution and socialist con-
struction under the leadership
of the Communist Party of
China and the guidance of
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong
Thought.”

He added: “We have estab-
lished the dominant position
of the socialist system of public
ownership of the means of pro-
duction in society as a whole.
We have built a relatively com-
prehensive industrial and eco-
nomic  system. We  have
developed science, culture and
education and strengthened our
defence capabilities. Compared
with the old society, earth-
shaking changes have taken
place in New China.”

*Since the overthrow of the
counter-revolutionary conspira-
torial cliques of Lin Biao and
the gang of four,” he went on
to say, “political and economic
life in China has embarked
again on the road of healthy
development. People of all na-
tionalities in our country are
now working with dedication
and confidence in their new

Day reception in the Great Hall of the People.




Long March towards the four
modernizations.”

“Ours is a just cause,” he
stressed, “and we are moving
in the right direction, with the
people of the whole country
united as one. We will surely
overcome all the difficulties on
the road of advance and tri-
umphantly achieve our great
goal of modernization.”

Comrade Hua Guofeng said
that “it is the desire of all the
Chinese people, including those
on Taiwan, that reunification
of the country be completed
through Taiwan’'s return to the
motherland.” He expressed the
hope that compatriots in Tai-
wan, Xianggang and Aomen
and Chinese residing abroad
would make valuable contribu-
tions to the lofty cause of
achieving the reunification of
the motherland and making
China a prosperous and strong
country.

He expressed heartfelt thanks
to the people of all countries
for their sympathy and support
to the Chinese people. ““Today,”
he said, “the friendly relations
and co-operation between the
people of China and other
countries are growing steadily.
We will, as always, continue to
sirengthen our unity with them.
increase  friendly exchanges
with all countries on an equal
footing, oppose policies of ag-
gression and expansion and
work together with them to
safeguard world peace and sup-
port the oppressed nations of
the world in their struggle for
independence, liberation, pros-
perity and progress.”

Among those who attended
the reception were 4,000 people

from wvarious walks of life.
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk,
an old friend of the Chinese
people, Comrade Hoang Van
Hoan, an old comrade-in-arms
of Comrade Ho Chi Minh, and
distinguished
various

guests from
countries, foreign
diplomatic envoys and foreign
experts working in Beijing
also attended the reception.

Anniversary Celebrations. On
the evening of National Day,
Chairman Hua Guofeng and
other Party and state leaders
joined 20,000 people in the
capital in a grand celebration.
Among the items performed
were militant songs sung by 400
veteran comrades of the New
Fourth Army. Their singing
reminded the listeners of those
arduous years of fighting
against foreign invaders and
Kuomintang troops.

During the three-day festival,
the theatres in Beijing present-
ed a rich bill of 130 new items,
including modern plays, dance-
dramas, Beijing operas, local
operas, acrobatics and puppet
shows. Twenty-five new films
were also on show,

Colourful exhibitions in the
parks, art galleries and mu-
seums attracted huge crowds
during the holidays. They in-
cluded exhibitions of paintings,
arts and crafts, photography,
and work related to minority
nationalities. Of particular in-
terest to the public was the ex-
hibition on the history of the
Communist Party of China
(the period of the Democratic
Revolution 1921-49), reopened
at the Museum of the Chinese
Revolution,

Gatherings of Pace-Setters

Outstanding youth, women
and workers, meeting separately
in the capital just before the
National Day celebrations, were
praised and commended as
pace-setters.

The first of these gatherings
was to commend and confer the
title of pace-setters on outstand-
ing young people in the new
Long March to accomplish the
four modernizations. It was
convened on September 19 by
the Central Committee of the

Chinese  Communist Youth
League.

In modernizing the country,
numerous problems and dif-
ficulties have to be overcome.
The meeting called on the young
people to emulate the spirit of
the revolutionaries of the older
generation who had succeeded
in  surmounting innumerable
hardships during the epic Long
March in the mid-30s. Today,
the Chinese people describe
their effort to achieve the
four modernizations as a new
Long March,

Seated on the rostrum at the
gathering were 165 representa-
tives of outstanding shock
teams and individuals, each
wearing a red flower. The 10,000
commended came from various
walks of life.

Two days later, the National
Women's Federation called a
meeting to commend 10,000
women and collectives for their
outstanding contributions in
various fields. Among them,
193 individuals and collectives
were awarded the title of
“March 8th™ pace-setters.

Among the women represen-
tatives of 45 nationalities, there
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