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Righting the Ship

Major-country competition, geopolitical
conflict, hegemonism and unilateralism all
intensified in 2025. The deficits of peace,
development, security and governance
all increased. In this increasingly unstable
global environment, China’s aim has been
to act as a stabilizing and balancing force,
supporting constructive cooperation and
shared benefit.

In September 2025, China put forward
the Global Governance Initiative (GGI),
presenting a systematic solution to address
global disorder. The Group of Friends
of Global Governance, established in
December 2025 under the United Nations
framework, currently has 43 member
countries and will be a core platform for
promoting GGI cooperation.

China has also put forward solutions
for climate change and Al governance, and
submitted its new nationally determined
contributions under the Paris Agreement,
setting a target to reduce economy-wide net
greenhouse gas emissions by 7-10 percent
from peak levels by 2035, with the ambi-
tion to do even better.

China promotes the building of
major-country relationships of peace-
ful coexistence, stability and balanced
development. Through summit meetings
and participation in trade and economic
consultations, it has stabilized China-U.S.
relations. Additionally, the leaders of China
and Russia exchanged visits, strengthening

their strategic cooperation. Similarly, the
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations
between China and France, and French
President Emmanuel Macron’s visit to
China, have contributed to the development
of China-Europe relations.

In its relations with neighboring coun-
tries, China proposes the goal of jointly
building a peaceful, safe and secure, prosper-
ous, beautiful and amicable home, enhancing
the quality of regional development.

China has also been strengthening soli-
darity and cooperation with countries in the
Global South, enhancing the representation
and voice of developing countries through
the expansion of the BRICS mechanism
and promotion of the high-quality develop-
ment of the Belt and Road Initiative.

China has upheld a just and objec-
tive position on global hotspot issues and
worked hard to promote peace talks. It has
pushed for the political settlement of the
Ukraine crisis and the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict. It also spearheaded the creation
of the International Organization for
Mediation to provide a new platform for
dispute resolution.

China will always be a promoter of world
peace, a contributor to global development
and a defender of the intemational order, with
its diplomatic actions closely centered on the
core objective of building a community with a
shared future for humanity. BR
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THIS WEEK

HARVESTING WINTER’S
BOUNTY

Horses gallop as part of a performance at a wetland park in Zhaosu County, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, on
January 3, showcasing the area’s new winter vision. The county is now leveraging its unique ice and snow resources to develop
diverse tourist services and attract visitors.
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Holiday Haul

VNHNIX

Customers select products at a duty-free shopping mall in Haikou, Hainan Province, on January 1. Duty-free
shopping in Hainan got off to a strong start over the New Year holiday, with offshore duty-free sales

reaching 712 million yuan ($101 million) from January 1 to 3, up 128.9 percent year on year, Haikou Customs

said on January 4.

Rising Connectivity
The Zhuhai land port of the Hong
Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge had
handled over 100 million in- and
outbound passenger trips as of
January 6, since the mega proj-
ect opened to traffic in October
2018—a milestone that mirrors
the advancement of regional
connectivity and integration.

The 55-km bridge links
Hong Kong and Macao special
administrative regions and the
city of Zhuhai in Guangdong
Province. As the world’s longest
bridge-and-tunnel sea crossing,
it has drastically reduced travel
times between Hong Kong and
Zhuhai, and between Hong Kong
and Macao, from three hours to
about 45 minutes.

According to the bridge’s
Zhuhai border inspection station
in Guangdong, it took over five
years to reach the 50-millionth
passenger crossing, and just one
year and eight months to reach
another 50 millionth trip.
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Residents of Hong Kong or
Macao have made over 5873
million trips passing through the
Zhuhai land port of the bridge,
accounting for 58.7 percent of
total passenger flows. An in-
creasing number of international
travelers have also chosen the
Zhuhai land port as their entry
and exit checkpoint, given it is
directly linked to Hong Kong
International Airport. In 2025,
the land port recorded 569,000
foreign passenger trips, a year-
on-year increase of 28.7 percent.

Disaster Rescue

China will take measures to
further strengthen rescue forces
primarily aimed at addressing
flood and geological disasters in
its northern regions, as the north-
ern shift of the country’s rainfall
belt has been increasingly
evident in recent years, accord-
ing to a national conference on
emergency management on
January 6.

The frequency, intensity
and rainfall volume of heavy
rainfall events causing disasters
have increased in recent years,
the Ministry of Emergency
Management said.

China will further improve
its firefighting and rescue forces,
accelerate the establishment of
aviation rescue teams and build
several regional emergency
rescue centers suited to local
conditions, the ministry said.

Efforts will also be made
to boost the development of
specialized rescue forces in
industries including metallurgy,
electricity, passenger cableway
and inland waterway transporta-
tion.

While boosting aviation
rescue capabilities, China will
explore the operational applica-
tion of large firefighting aircraft,
the ministry added.

Green Consumption

China on January 5 released a

nationwide action plan aimed at
promoting green consumption,
forming part of the country’s
broader efforts to accelerate the
green transition of consumption
and support high-quality devel-
opment.

The plan, jointly issued
by the Ministry of Commerce
and eight other government
departments, outlines 20 policy
measures across seven key
areas to strengthen incentives
for green consumption, cover-
ing sectors such as agricultural
products, home appliances and
accommodation services.

The plan prioritizes improv-
ing quality supply in essential
livelihood-related sectors, call-
ing for increased availability
of green agricultural products
and wider adoption of energy-
efficient home appliances.

It also promotes greener
vehicle consumption by incentiv-
izing the purchase of new-energy
vehicles. It encourages the
development of green leasing
services, alongside the broader
adoption of shared mobility to
promote more efficient use of
resources.

Police Law

China’s Ministry of Public
Security (MPS) has released a
draft revision to the People’s
Police Law for public consulta-
tion.

The draft aims to safequard
national security and social
order, protect people’s legitimate
rights and interests and ensure
that police officers perform their
duties and exercise their powers
in accordance with the law, the
MPS said on January 4.

The current People’s Police
Law, promulgated three decades
ago, has played an important
role in building the police force
in China. However, as changes
occur in both the international
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and domestic situations, as well
as in the missions and tasks of
the Chinese police, it is necessary
to comprehensively revise and
improve the law, the MPS said.

The draft, comprising eight
chapters and 103 articles, has
stipulated the support systems
for police officers and specified
the Chinese People’s Police Day
on January 10.

It has refined the provisions
on the duties and powers of
public security organs’ police
officers, while adding content
regarding the duties and powers
of police in state security organs,
judicial organs and people’s
courts and procuratorates.

Furthermore, the draft added
contents requiring punishment
of officers who fail to perform
their duties in accordance with
the law or exceed the scope of
their statutory duties in exercis-
ing their authority.

Finless Porpoise

China has released a plan of ac-
tion to strengthen the systematic
conservation of the Yangtze fin-
less porpoise—an iconic species
of the Yangtze River—over the
2026-35 period, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs said
on December 31,2025.

The plan, which was released
by the ministry and several
other government departments,

prioritizes the conservation of
the species and its habitat in-situ,
supported by ex-situ conserva-
tion and artificial breeding.

The Yangtze finless porpoise
is China’s only remaining
freshwater cetacean. It primarily
inhabits the middle and lower
reaches of the Yangtze River, as
well as Dongting Lake, Poyang
Lake and a few connecting
tributaries. Its population status
serves as a direct indicator of the
overall health of the Yangtze
River ecosystem.

The Yangtze finless porpoise
once faced severe population
decline, but, through persistent
conservation efforts, the country
has successfully reversed the
trend.

Efforts will be made to pro-
mote stable population growth
and effective habitat protection,
while fully leveraging the role of
the finless porpoise as a flagship
umbrella species to advance
the holistic conservation and
systematic restoration of the
Yangtze River ecosystem, per the
plan.

Air Quality

Beijing experienced just one day
of heavily polluted air in 2025,

a staggering reduction from 58
such days in 2013, the local envi-
ronment authorities announced
on January 4, declaring a major

Travel Time

Tourists visit the Confucius Temple scenic area in Nanjing, Jiangsu
Province, on January 3. A total of 142 million domestic travel trips were
made during the three-day New Year holiday period which ended on
January 3, with total tourism spending reaching nearly 84.8 billion yuan

($12 billion), according to official data.

victory in the city’s battle against
air pollution.

This indicates that heavily
polluted days—characterized
by PM2.5 readings above 150
micrograms (mg) per cubic
meter—have been essentially
eliminated in the Chinese capital,
the Beijing Municipal Ecology
and Environment Bureau said at
a press briefing. PM2.5 readings,
a key indicator of air pollution,
are a gauge monitoring airborne
particles of 2.5 microns or below

in diameter.

In a landmark achievement,
the city’s annual average PM2.5
concentration in 2025 stood at
27.0 mg per cubic meter, mark-
ing the first time it has fallen
below the 30-mg benchmark
since monitoring began.

Besides, throughout 2025,
good air quality was recorded
348 days—144 days, or nearly
five months more than in 2013—
according to statistics released
by the bureau.

F
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Pursuing Perfection

A competitor works on an ice sculpture during the 37th China Harbin

International Ice Sculpture Competition at the Harbin lce-Snow World
in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, on January 3. The competition, held
on January 2-4, attracted artists from 12 countries including Australia,

Russia and the U.S.
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Trade-in Program

China’s policy-backed consumer
goods trade-in program gener-
ated sales of 392 trillion yuan
($559 billion) in 2024 and 2025,
benefiting consumers on 494
million occasions, according to
data released by the Ministry of
Commerce at a press conference
on January 6.

The initiative has helped drive
industrial upgrading and the green
transition. Some 183 million auto-
mobiles were purchased through
the trade-in program during the
period, with new-energy vehicles
(NEV) accounting for nearly 60
percent of the total.

Under the program, 192 million
home appliances were purchased
through trade ins during the period,
with 90 percent being top-tier,
energy-efficient models.

Over the same period, more
than 17.67 million scrapped auto-
mobiles were recycled nationwide,
registering an average annual
growth rate of 45.8 percent.

Meanwhile, nearly 39.69
million second-hand vehicle

transactions were recorded during
the period. About 53 million used
home appliances and mobile
phones were dismantled under
standardized procedures, repre-
senting an average annual growth
of about 12 percent.

Chinese authorities announced
late last December that the trade-
in subsidy program for consumer
goods will be renewed in 2026 as
part of the broader efforts to boost
consumption, with 62.5 billion yuan
($89 billion) in ultra-long special
treasury bond funds allocated
in advance to support this year's
program.

Yangtze River
Economic Belt

The economic output of China’s
Yangtze River Economic Belt
has more than doubled over the
past decade, an official said on
January 5.

Stretching over 6300 km be-
fore emptying into the East China
Sea, the Yangtze River is China’s
longest waterway. The Yangtze

River Economic Belt, comprising Tl
provincial-level regions, is a pivotal
economic powerhouse.

The economic belt’s share of
the country’s GDP has risen from
42.2 percent to 473 percentin
the past 10 years, Wang Changlin,
deputy head of the National
Development and Reform
Commission, said at a press confer-
ence.

Additionally, the proportion of
sections with good water quality in
the Yangtze River Economic Belt
has increased sharply from 67 per-
centto 965 percent, Wang added.

Low-Altitude
Equipment
The low-altitude equipment indus-
try has continuously expanded,
with its output value maintaining an
average annual growth rate of over
10 percent during the 14th Five-Year
Plan 2021-25) period, official data
showed on January 4.

As of December 30,2025,1,081
enterprises had completed registra-
tion in this sector, with 3623 types

of products filed and more than
529 million units regjistered, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology (MIIT).

MIIT officials said during the
15th Five-Year Plan 2026-30)
period, China will further accelerate
technological innovation in the
low-altitude equipment industry,
strengthen security foundations,
continuously improve the industrial
standards system and promote
innovative applications of low-
altitude equipment in accordance
with local conditions.

The MIIT vowed efforts ata
conference in December 2025 to
develop new pillar industries, in-
cduding the low-altitude economy
(covering economic activities in
the air space below 1,000 meters),
integrated circuits, new display
technologies, new materials, aero-
space and biomedicine.

The Civil Aviation
Administration of China forecasts
that the low-altitude economy’s
market size will exceed 35 trillion
yuan ($498 billion) by 2035.
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Railway Mileage

China State Railway Group Co. Ltd,
the national railway operator, said
onJanuary 4 that the country’s
total operating railway mileage
nationwide had increased from
146300 km to 165,000 km during
the 14th Five-Year Plan period.

The expansion represented a
12.8-percentincrease during the
five-year period, according to the
group.

During the 2021-25 period,
China’s operating high-speed
railway (HSR) mileage increased
by 32.98 percent from 37,900 km
to 50,400 km, making the country
home to the world’s largest HSR
network.

In 2025 alone, China reported
railway fixed assets investment of
9015 billion yuan ($128 billion) and
putinto operation 3109 km of new
rail lines, including 2,862 km of
HSR lines.

ageis expected to reach 180,000 km
by 2030, induding about 60,000 km
of HSR

BYD EV Sales

China’s leading NEV manufacturer
BYD sold around 2.26 million
electric vehicles (EVs) in 2025,
surpassing US. automaker Tesla
in global EV sales. Tesla delivered
about 1.63 million EVs last year,
according to company data.

BYD sold roughly 4.6 million
NEVsin 2025.

BYD said it has expanded its
market in China while also increas-
ing its overseas sales. Its European
business has been robust, and the
company is exploring markets in
Latin America and Southeast Asia.
Notably, BYD is stepping up its
local production efforts. The firm’s
factory in Brazil started operation
last year.

BYD's overseas sales exceeded

terms of exports.

Last December, BYD said it
would strengthen its technological
edge in the coming years.

National Carbon
Market

The national carbon market
operated in a smooth and orderly
manner last year, with market vital-
ity steadily increasing, according
to the Ministry of Ecology and
Environment

In 2025,3378 key emitters were
included in the carbon emission
trading market's quota manage-
ment, including 2,087 emitters
from the power generation sector,
232 from the steel sector, 962 from
the cement sector and 97 from the
aluminum smelting sector.

The trading volume of carbon
emission quotas reached 235
million tons last year, marking

role in promoting low-cost
emission reductions has become
increasingly apparent,” an official
with the ministry said.

The national voluntary
greenhouse gas emission reduc-
tion trading market also witnessed
steady progress. By the end of
December 2025, 33 voluntary
emission reduction projects had
been regjistered, involving over 17.76
million tons of emission reduction,
and the trading volume of certified
voluntary emission reductions
reached nearly 922 million tons.

China officially launched its
national carbon emissions trading
marketin July 2021, which has since
evolved into the world's largest
carbon market in terms of total
greenhouse gas emissions traded.

The country is aiming to en-
compass all major industrial sectors
in the carbon trading market by
2027, while the national voluntary

Chinawill continue to advance 1.04 million in 2025, including anincrease of 24 percent year on greenhouse gas emission reduc-
the construction of the railway network  passenger cars and pickup trucks, year, with a tumover of 1463 billion tion trading market is expected to
during the 15th Five-Year Plan period, covering over 110 countriesandre-  yuan ($2 billion), according to the expand to include all key fields,
the railway operator said, noting that gions, making it one of the fastest- ministry. according to a guideline unveiled
the national railway operating mile- growing Chinese automakersin “The national carbon market’s in August 2025.
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UNITED STATES

Visitors at the 2026 Consumer Electronics
Show (CES) in Las Vegas on January 6. The
2026 CES, the world’s premier technology
event, which took place on January 6-9 this
year, attracted thousands of exhibitors from
more than 155 countries and regions

UNITED KINGDOM

Alion next to a signboard during
the annual stocktake at the
London Zoo on January 6
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THE NETHERLANDS

Passengers walk past the bus station outside
Schiphol Airport in Amsterdam on January 7. Persistent strong
winds severely disrupted air traffic in the country
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PAKISTAN

Locals gather near the wreckage of a bus following an
improvised explosive device attack in Lakki Marwat District,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province, on January 5. One person was
killed and eight others were injured

COLOMBIA

President Gustavo Petro delivers a speech
during a rally at Plaza de Bolivar in Bogota
on January 7. Petro confirmed he'd had a
phone conversation with US. President
Donald Trump, who said he is expecting
to meet Petro at the White House

BANGLADESH

Moumers gather for the funeral
ceremony of former Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia at the Parfiament House
complexin Dhaka on December 31,
2025. Zia had passed away due to
iiness at the age of 80in Dhaka
one day earlier
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0 POLIO VACCINE PIONEER TO BE COMMEMORATED GLOBALLY

The centenary of Gu Fangzhou (1926-2019), the revered Chinese scientist known as
Sugar Pill Grandpa, will be commemorated in UNESCO’s official calendar of anniversa-
ries for 2026-27 in honor of his contributions to global public health.

In the 1950s, poliomyelitis was a dreaded disease in China, with a high mortality
and disability rate among children. Gu led a research team that developed the first
live polio vaccine in the early 1960s. His most famous innovation was transforming

the liquid vaccine into a stable, sweet-tasting sugar pill. This drasti-
cally simplified transportation, storage and administration, enabling
mass vaccination across China and benefiting numerous other de-
veloping countries. China was certified polio-free in 2000.
Gu was posthumously awarded the national honorary title of
People’s Scientist in 2019. National honorary titles are the highest
‘ honor in China, given to distinguished individuals.

Go Low to Go High

Nanfang Daily

January 6

On January 5, China completed its first as-
tronaut cave-training mission, in which 28
astronauts were divided into four groups,
each spending six days inside a natural
cave in Chongqing Municipality in south-
west China.

Though far removed from outer space,
caves share many of the extreme condi-
tions astronauts face in space, notably
darkness, confinement and utter isolation
from the outside world. To complete the
training, astronauts must crawl through
extremely narrow tunnels, descend steep
cliffs and endure prolonged cold and

“These artifacts provide new material
evidence for studying cultural and trade
interactions between China and other
civilizations during the peak of the Tang

EN A

Shi Sheng, a researcher at the Shaanxi Academy of
Archaeology, speaking about the recent discovery of a Tang
Dynasty (618-907) tomb in Shaanxi Province, where ceramics,
bronzeware and gold and silver artifacts were unearthed
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dampness. Apart from the physical strain,
they must also cope with the mental toll of
darkness, sensory deprivation and solitude.

Scientists have speculated since the
1960s that the moon may contain under-
ground tunnels. These formations are
thought to offer more than just scientific
value. They could help researchers better
understand the moon’s geological past and,
just as crucially, provide sheltered envi-
ronments for future human activity. From
surveying unfamiliar landscapes to search-
ing for signs of life, many of the core tasks
of lunar exploration align closely with the
challenges encountered in caves on Earth.

By going deeper beneath the surface of
our own planet, China is taking one step
closer to its goal of landing astronauts on
the moon before 2030.
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Future Rerouted

China Newsweek
December 29,2025

As crackdowns on international students in
the U.S. intensify, the prospect of studying
abroad has become increasingly fraught for
Chinese students, especially those pursuing
science, technology, engineering and math-
ematics (STEM) studies. These fields are
under particular scrutiny due to their direct
relevance to national security, technological
advancement and major economic interests.

“The long-lasting effect we see in
primates supports developing this
gentle approach as a future therapy

for Alzheimer’s.”

Hu Xintian, a researcher at the Kunming Institute of

Zoology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, in an
interview with Xinhua News Agency about the
experimental treatment of brain aging in monkeys with
simple, non-invasive sound therapy
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In recent years, many Chinese STEM stu-
dents have faced heightened scrutiny when
applying for U.S. visas and at customs inspec-
tion, with some even being deported back to
China after entering the country.

In response to these changes, Chinese
STEM students typically pursue two paths.
The first involves studying humanities or
social sciences in the U.S. first, then transi-
tioning into STEM fields once settled. The
second approach is to study in countries with
fewer restrictions on STEM disciplines, such
as Germany, the Netherlands or Sweden,
where students can still engage in cutting-
edge research without facing the same entry
barriers.

‘While Western countries remain primary
destinations for some Chinese students, many
are now turning their attention to countries
in Southeast Asia and the Middle East. In
addition to lower costs, another draw of
these regions is their growing job opportuni-
ties. Since the launch of the Belt and Road
Initiative, which aims to boost connectivity
along and beyond the ancient Silk Road
routes, China has deepened its economic and
trade ties with many countries in Southeast
Asia and the Middle East. For a growing
number of students, these regions are not only
places to study but also strategic bases for
building a future.

“This achievement marks Xinjiang’s
accelerated shift froma clean
energy production zone to a robust

Qlueue) for Quality

Economic Daily
December 31,2025

In recent years, China’s restaurant industry
has experienced a growing divide. On one
end, there are numerous empty dining rooms
where staff outnumber patrons; on the other,
there are bustling hotspots with long queues
even during off-peak periods.

Each Chinese city boasts its own culinary
icons. In Beijing, it can take hours to secure
a seat at Man Heng Ji, a hot pot restaurant
famed for its traditional instant-boiled mut-
ton. In Shanghai, Ren He Guan, a Michelin-
starred establishment, draws crowds for its
authentic Shanghainese cuisine. Meanwhile,
in Shenzhen, Da Ge Fan has carved a unique

niche with its signature pigeon-themed dishes,
offering a fresh take on traditional Cantonese
cuisine.

What these restaurants share is a reluc-
tance to engage in price wars and lavish
marketing campaigns. Instead of competing
for lower prices and short bursts of online
fame, they attract customers by offering
consistent quality, ensuring food safety and
building trust—values that appeal to today’s
more discerning diners.

The success of these restaurants in a high-
ly competitive industry prompts reflection. For
business owners, it highlights the declining
effectiveness of relying on prime locations,
heavy advertising or low prices. Instead, long-
term success will stem from crafting unique
culinary experiences and maintaining a stead-
fast commitment to quality.

0 SKATING CHAMPION CONCLUDES STORIED CAREER

Olympic short-track speed skating champion Wu Dajing announced his retirement from

competitive sports on January 6.

Joining the national team as a practice partner in 2010, he broke through to become a
world-class champion eight years later. His defining moment came at the PyeongChang
2018 Winter Olympics, where he won the men’s 500-meter gold, securing China’s only

gold medal at those Games.

Four years later, at the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics, he anchored the Chinese mixed
2 000-meter relay team to gold. He also set a men’s S00-meter world re-
cord of 39.505 seconds at a World Cup event in 2018, which has stood

for nearly eight years.

Wau, 32, now focuses on his role as a professor at the Physical
Education College of Jilin University, nurturing future generations for

China’s ice sports.

energy storage and dispatch area.”

Li Guoqing, head of new energy at State Grid Xinjiang

Electric Power Co., commenting on Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region’s growing new-energy storage
capacity, which reached 20.15 million kilowatts in 2025

http://www.bjreview.com

“As China’s economy expands and
living standards improve, demand
for health and wellness is rising

steadily.”

Li Lu, a researcher with the Academy of
Macroeconomic Research, a Beijing-based think tank,
in an interview with Xinhua about shifting consumption
preferences in China
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President Xi Jinping’s
New Year Message

Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers his 2026 New Year message in Beijing

reetings to all! Year after year, life
Gopens a fresh chapter. As the new

year begins, I extend my best wishes
to you from Beijing!

The year 2025 marks the completion of
China’s 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) for
economic and social development. Over the
past five years, we have pressed ahead with
enterprise and fortitude, and overcome many
difficulties and challenges. We met the targets
in the Plan and made solid advances on the new
journey of Chinese modernization. Our eco-
nomic output has crossed thresholds one after
another, and it is expected to reach 140 trillion
yuan this year. Our economic strength, scientif-
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ic and technological abilities, defense capabilities and composite national
strength all reached new heights. Clear waters and lush mountains have
become a salient feature of our landscape. Our people enjoy a growing
sense of gain, happiness and security. The past five years have been a
truly remarkable journey, and our accomplishments have not come easily.
Your unwavering hard work has made our nation thrive and prosper. I sa-
lute you all for your exceptional diligence and invaluable contributions.
This year is full of indelible memories. We solemnly commemo-
rated the 80th anniversary of the victory of the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War,
and established the Taiwan Recovery Day. These grand national events
were majestic and powerful, and the glory of victory will shine through
the pages of history. They are inspiring all the sons and daughters of the
Chinese nation to remember history, honor fallen heroes, cherish peace
and create a better future. They are rallying a mighty force for the great

http://www.bjreview.com



